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Cam in the Classroom 
Mrs. Ewing’s  4th Grade Class 

               Carysbrook Elementary School 
               James Madison Highway, Fork Union, VA 

 
 

          Monday, March 23, 2015 

Comment From Ms. Ewings Class  
Ms. Ewing's fourth grade class is here and ready to go. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Great! Welcome, class! It's good to "see" you again. Ask your questions when ready! 
 
Comment From Ms. Ewings Class  
We sent some questions this morning to Raina but it was last minute did you have a chance to see them 
yet? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Oh yes, I did! Do you want me to post the question as well? 
 
Comment From Ms. Ewings Class  
yes please 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
1. How is Pignoli doing since we last talked? Is she your favorite animal at the Wildlife Center? Ryan 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Pignoli is doing very well! She’s been on several programs so far this year, and will be getting ready for a 
lot more next month. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
As for favorites … boy, that’s hard! Pignoli is such a good bird, and is very easy to work with. We all love 
her! 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
2. Would Pignoli be a good pet? How often does she get sick? Victoria 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
No, Pignoli wouldn’t be a good pet, since she is a wild animal! While Pignoli is trained to step up on our 
gloved hand, and can sit calmly during programs, it’s important to remember she is still wild, so that 
she’ll never be like a domestic animal (a dog or a cat). 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Fortunately she does not get sick often! We keep a close eye on her, so we're sure to notice if she 
doesn't seem to be feeling well; she also has an annual exam from our vets at the start of every year! 
 
  

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
One of the things that we do during that annual exam is radiographs [x-rays]. This helps us see if there 
are any problems going on inside of Pignoli! 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
3. Has Pignoli grown and gained any weight? How old is Pignoli now? Katie 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
No, Pignoli hasn’t grown in size – she is an adult, and is as big as she'll get! 
  

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
She did gain weight during the cold winter months – that’s a good way for raptors to deal with the cold 
weather. Now that it’s warming up, she’s losing that winter weight, which is good. She’s now 182 grams. 
 
Comment From Ms. Ewings Class  
Didn't you mention the last time we talked Pignoli was on a diet? Or are we just making that up :) 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
No, you guys are remembering well! It's sometime a tricky thing, managing a raptor's diet and weight in 
captivity. We want them to put on some good winter weight -- but we don't want them to get TOO 
heavy (as that would be unhealthy). So yes, Pignoli was on a diet since she was getting a little too heavy! 
  

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
But now, the diet is over! 
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Comment From Ms. Ewings Class  
We don't have our conversions handy.... How many pounds is that? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
182 grams = 0.40 pounds. So not quite 1/2 of a pound! 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
4. How did Pignoli make it through all of the snow we got? :) Ms. Ewing 
  

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Just fine! Pignoli’s enclosure is completely sheltered, so she actually doesn’t have to deal with the snow 
like the rest of us.  
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

  
Pignoli 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I think that answers all the questions you sent ahead of time -- do you have any others, about Pignoli or 
other wildlife here? 



Cam in the Classroom: Mrs. Ewing’s Fourth Grade Class Page 5 
 

 
Comment From Hannah  
What does Pignoli do during the day> 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
She hangs out in her box -- much like in that photo! While the nocturnal animals do adjust to our 
schedule, they'd still rather snooze during the day when they are "off duty". 
 
Comment From Ryan  
it a foreign name? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Pignoli is Italian for "pine nut". We had a "nut theme" for a number of years with some of our former 
education screech-owls -- we had a Peanut, and a Walnut, and a Hazel! 
 
Comment From Aubrie  
We know Pignoli just went through her molting phase.... when will that happen again? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Pignoli molts every summer, usually in August! 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

  
Molting! 
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Comment From Abigail  
What new animals have you all gotten in since November..... 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Oh my ... let's see, we've probably gotten in a couple hundred animals since November! Mainly raptors 
during the winter months -- Bald Eagles, Red-tailed Hawks, Great Horned Owls, lots of Screech-Owls ... 
we've also gotten in some songbirds (robins, finches) and a few mammals (some opossums). 
 
Comment From Anthony  
Does Pignoli play any games? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Not that I've seen, but I'm not quite sure what she does when no one is watching. :) 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I'm not sure if you saw the Pignoli video that we did in an update in January -- but if you haven't you can 
watch it whenever Ms. Ewing says you can! https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3_BwcZLE2L8 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I thought it was a fun look into Pignoli's world -- sleeping, stretching, preening, and then ... EATING! 
 
Comment From Hannah  
How many programs has Pignoli been through? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Lots! She usually does more than a 100 programs every year, and she's been here as an education bird 
for about 11 years. So probably more than 1000 programs! 
 
Comment From Ms. Ewing  
Amanda... the link does not want to work what is the video called on You Tube? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Oh, darn! It's on our channel and it's called "Pignoli the Eastern Screech-Owl" 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3_BwcZLE2L8
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I can try to play it here too -- and you can always come back and watch later if you don't want to watch 
now! 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3_BwcZLE2L8 
 
Comment From Leah  
How do the animals adapt without hunting during the winter months since they are in their cages? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We feed them a little more, so that they can put on that extra winter weight. They also just naturally 
grown in a thick set of feather (or fur, depending on what species we're talking about!) that helps them 
deal with the cold. 
 
Comment From Ms. Ewing  
We want to watch at some point... apparently it is in safety mode 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Ah, yes, I know some schools have a safety blocker on YouTube ... 
 
Comment From Ms. Ewing  
What is your channel called? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
"Wildlife Center of Virginia" -- and there is a link at the top of our website (where all of our social media 
buttons are). 
 
Comment From Courtney  
How many times a day does Pignoli get attention? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
At least twice a day -- in the morning, someone goes to make sure Pignoli ate the night before. We call 
this "pick up" -- because the person will pick up any leftovers! 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3_BwcZLE2L8
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Then toward the end of the day, Pignoli is fed. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Some days, Pignoli will come out for a program, or for a weigh-in, or for a new handler to work with her, 
so they can practice raptor handling. 
 
Comment From Ms. Ewing  
We found the channel ..... now we cant seem to find the video is it under videos? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Yes, it is under videos. You can also search for it on our channel (there is a little search icon under our 
name, and beside "about". 
 
 
Comment From Aubrie  
Does Pignoli liked to take baths? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I have never seen her take a bath! I may have to play more with the cam this summer when it's warm 
out ... and see if I can catch her! 
 
Comment From Courtney  
When Pignoli is out of her cage for programs - does she like it? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
It's hard to read an owl sometime and figure out if they "like" something -- but she doesn't seem to 
mind them! She is very calm during programs, which is good. 
 
Comment From Ms. Ewing  
We have searched for the video and cannot seem to find it... maybe you can email me the link? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Yes, I will email you! 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I will try to play you something else -- not a video, but an audio clip! 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
This is what a screech-owl sounds like: 
 
EASO whinny  
http://www.learner.org/jnorth/sounds/Owl_EasternScreech_Whinny.mp 
 
EASO trill   
http://www.learner.org/jnorth/sounds/Owl_EasternScreech_Trill.mp3 
 
Comment From Ms. Ewing  
Thank you Amanda! I will be calling you all later today to try and plan our field trip. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Awesome! We are very excited for your field trip! 
 
Comment From Ms. Ewing  
We are too! 
 
Comment From Ms. Ewing  
Thank you and have a great day! :) 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Thanks so much, class! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.learner.org/jnorth/sounds/Owl_EasternScreech_Whinny.mp
http://www.learner.org/jnorth/sounds/Owl_EasternScreech_Trill.mp3
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