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Cam in the Classroom 
Ms. Stokes’s Sixth Grade Summer School Class 
J.T. Henley Middle School 
Rockfish Gap Turnpike, Crozet, VA 

 

                                     Tuesday, July 7, 2015 
Comment From Ms. Stokess Class   
Tori would like to know if the eaglets are flying yet and how old they have to be to fly? 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Some of our eaglets are flying, but are not experts. It takes lots of practice to become good, strong 
flyers. They usually take their first flight around nine to ten weeks old. 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
We currently have six hatch-year birds (meaning they hatched this year) 
 
Comment From Ms. Stokess Class   
Koa would like to know what the oldest animal at the WCV is? 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Well the oldest known bird is our education American Crow, Jaz! 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV 
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Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
She is 23 years old! 
 
Comment From Ms. Stokess Class   
Jeremy would like to know what the worst injury or most unusual animal is that has been admitted? 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Oh that is a tough question. We've seen all sorts of heartbreaking injuries or illnesses such as broken 
shells, lead poisoning, hit by car, and more. But the most unusual patient or memorable for me was a 
Purple Gallinule! 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
This bird is so cool! It looks like it walked through a rainbow! 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV 

  
Purple Gallinule 
 
Comment From Ms. Stokess Class   
Kenny would like to know what type of reptiles have been treated? 
 
Comment From Ms. Stokess Class   
oh wow! That is a beautiful bird! 
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Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
We treat all sorts of turtles and the occasional lizard. We also treat snakes, but only non-venomous 
species. We even once got in an American Alligator, but that was VERY unusual! 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
We are outside the American Alligator's normal range. 
 
Comment From Ms. Stokess Class   
Felicity wants to know what made you interested in working for the WCV? What is your favorite animal? 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
I have always loved wildlife and wanted to learn as much as I could as a child. I loved watching National 
Geographic and Discovery Channel shows and would check out animal books at the library. I think 
animals are fascinating and we need to protect these beautiful and amazing creatures! 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
My favorite native Virginian animal would probably be a Red Fox or Bobcat along with American Kestrels 
like Edie! 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV 

  
 
Comment From Ms. Stokess Class   
Marlon wants to know what type of animal was the very first animal that was treated at the WCV? 
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Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
It was a Red-tailed Hawk. It unfortunately non-reasonable and became the Center's first education 
ambassador. He was named RT! 
 
Comment From Ms. Stokess Class   
Mitchell would like to know how much/what the bear cubs eat? Alivia wants to know how many animals 
are at the wildlife center now? 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
The cubs eat a LOT of food. They eat fish, dry dog food, bird seed, all sorts of fruits and vegetables, and 
insects! 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
We currently are treating about 140 patients! 
 
Comment From Ms. Stokess Class   
Cristian wants to know if any animals have ever escaped? We picked the perfect animal for adoption 
then ;) Zoe wants to know if you have any deer right now? 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
We have had a few escapes. Sometimes deer fawn get out or a few feisty songbirds. We've had a few 
rascally Bears find a way out of the first fence, but didn't make it out of the perimeter fence. Wildlife can 
be tricky to handle sometimes. 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
And yes we do have lots of deer fawn here at the Center. We don't treat adult deer since it is dangerous, 
stressful for the deer, and illegal to rehabilitate adult deer in the state of Virginia. 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
many of the fawns that are hear are the result of fawn-napping! Mother deer leave their fawns alone all 
day long and people find them thinking they have been abandoned. But really mom will come back and 
has just gone out for a bite to eat. 
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Chapin Hardy, WCV 

  
White-tailed Deer fawn 
  

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Here is something to help you out in case you find one and are not sure if it needs help! 
 
Comment From Ms. Stokess Class   
The fawn is adorable! We've had quite a few discussions about fawn-napping:) 
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Chapin Hardy, WCV 

  
 
Comment From Ms. Stokess Class   
Alexis would like to know if animals get cancer and if so, do you treat them? 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
We have seen some animals have are suspects of cancer. We can remove masses or tumors but aren't 
really set up to do radiation treatments. 
 
Comment From Ms. Stokess Class   
Jenna would like to know who came up with the idea of creating the WCV? Corey would like to know 
what bald eaglets eat? 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Dr. Stuart Porter and Mr. Ed Clark were the leaders in creating the Wildlife Center of Virginia. And Bald 
Eagles eat fish, carrion, and mammals as well as birds. 
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Comment From Anna Abounader   
What is the biggest bird you have treated? 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Probably a Golden Eagle or a Trumpeter Swan! 
 
Comment From Ms. Stokess Class   
That is great information, thank you! 
 
Comment From Guest   
thank you 
 
Comment From Guest   
thank you 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
You are so welcome! 
 
Comment From cody   
thank you 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
My pleasure! 
 
Comment From Ms. Stokess Class   
The class says, "THANK YOU!!" They can not wait to visit on Friday and learn more about the WCV and 
the animals. 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
I look forward to having you here. 
 
 


