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September 17, 2012 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Is everyone ready for "wildlife club" time with Ms. Hill's middle-school wildlife club?  

 

Comment:  
Ready!  

 

Comment:  
Ready!  

 

Comment:  
I am ready....raising my hand. Just hope we don't scare the students off !! LOL  

 

Comment:  
Love to join the class but I have to leave before class finish.  

 

Comment:  
Yes. Sitting up straight with feet on the floor like my teachers taught me to do.  

 

Comment:  
Present.  

 

Comment:  
Ready, set, go!!!!  

 

Comment:  
Hello Ms hill and Wildlife Club, welcome to WCV and CN!  

 

Comment:  
HI Mrs. Hill and special class. I bet you are excited to learn about wildlife.  

 

Comment:  
Welcome Ms. Hill & class. You will love being here and learning all about wildlife. You will not 

be disappointed!  

 

Comment:  
Hi Ms. Hill and Wildlife Club friends~~~~~~Welcome~~~~~  

 

 

Cam in the Classroom: 

Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club 

Fort Bragg, NC 
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Comment:  
Heya Wildlife Club for our 19 special needs kids! SO excited to be here!  

 

Comment:  
Ooops...Ms Hill :)  

 

C     i  s   ๏  ๏):  
I am, Amanda. I want to give Ms. Hill's Wildlife Club a warm welcome to the Critter Cam 

Moderated Discussion. Nice to see them join everyone. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Hills Wildlife Club:   
We have just been talking about Buddy and how he came to be at the Wildlife center of Virginia. 

We are also adopting Chayton and have a few questions about Chayton.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Wonderful! And welcome. We're glad to have you here ... ah, and Chayton is such a nice choice. 

:)  

 

Comment:  
Hi Caleb class friends, nice to see you here, too.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hills Wildlife Club:   
Hello to everyone and thank you for the warm welcome to the blog.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hills Wildlife Club:   
We have a question unrelated to either bird, but we have discussed how owls don't move their 

eyes. Natsuko wants to know why owls can't move their eyes.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Owl eyes a pretty cool! They're just built different than ours -- they have some different 

anatomical structures -- basically long tubes -- that hold the eyes in place. But to make up 

for that, they can move their head around a lot farther than humans can -- they have twice 

the vertebrae in their necks.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hills Wildlife Club:   
How far can an owl turn their head? We know it is almost all the way around but not quite.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
About 270 degrees in either direction. So right -- not the whole way around, but basically they 

can look over their backs at you ... and then face forward again and can look over the 

other wing, over their backs again!  

 

Comment:  
Welcome Mrs. Hill’s and Wildlife Club! What fun you must be having---I wish I had had a 

wildlife club to join when I was a kid!  
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Comment from Mrs. Hills Wildlife Club:   
Tell us a little bit about Buddy and how he came to live at the wild life center. We have been 

reading about his avian pox and what it did to his beak. Did it do anything else to him to 

cause permanent damage?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Buddy came to the Wildlife Center four years ago -- in 2008. The avian pox lesion was just on 

his beak -- and while it was pretty large and significant, it could've been even worse! 

Birds with avian pox tend to get the lesions on the unfeathered parts of their body -- so on 

their feet, around their mouth, around their eyes, etc. I've seen some pox cases that look 

VERY uncomfortable!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
So just one lesion on Buddy -- but he was so little, and was growing so quickly, the lesion just 

pulled his beak to one side -- and caused it to grow permanently out of place.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We had hoped that if we filed it back (with a dremel) that eventually it might grow in straight -- 

but that was not the case. Growth plates were permanently damaged.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Generally the immunocompromised birds are the ones that are affected the most by avian pox 

(caused by a virus) -- so the very young, or the very old, or otherwise sickly/debilitated. 

Buddy was a young chick when he contracted the virus.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
And that's really it! He's otherwise healthy and has grown up to be a nearly-mature Bald Eagle at 

this point! Just with a crooked beak.  

 

Comment:  
How cool! A Wildlife Club! Welcome! I agree with Debbie in Maine - wish we had them years 

ago!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Oh, and!  

 

 
 

http://www.coveritlive.com/
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Comment from Mrs. Hills Wildlife Club:   
We have looked at a birds wing and tried to put our hands in position to see where Chayton's 

injuries were. What makes him unreleasable?  

 

 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Chayton had a metacarpal injury -- so the equivalent of his hand bones.  

 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
In that photo, the green bones.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
It's a pretty delicate area -- tough to fix, since you're working with some small bones, in a small 

area. Without perfect alignment ... well, there isn't really a lot of room for error. So 

Chayton can't fly very well ... just short distances.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
And for those of you who want to practice your real "stand like a bird" pose ... (something 

everyone should try at least once ...)  

 
 

 

http://www.coveritlive.com/
http://www.coveritlive.com/
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Comment from Mrs. Hills Wildlife Club:   
What is the animal in your avatar? Kevonte wants to know.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Ah, that is one of our little snapper hatchlings! We had a total of six Common Snapping Turtles 

hatch this year from the eggs that we were incubating.  

 

 
 

Comment from Mrs. Hills Wildlife Club:   
About how big where they when they hatched?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Just a bit bigger than a quarter.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hills Wildlife Club:   
I have a couple of students imitating Dr. Miranda checking out the bird pose!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Ha -- awesome!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hills Wildlife Club:   
So Chayton would not be able to hunt for food since he relies on speed to hunt is what you are 

telling us. And Buddy would soon not be able to eat without someone fixing his beak 

every few weeks. Are we correct?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
You are correct! Chayton is really limited in flight, so he'd really not be able to catch his food in 

flight -- and he wouldn't be able to migrate either. And yes, Buddy needs a good beak 

trim every 6 weeks so he doesn't get too "overgrown".  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hills Wildlife Club:   
What is it that you do at the wildlife center besides chat with classes? Adrian wants to know.  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.coveritlive.com/


Classroom: Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club 6 9/17/2012 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Well, one of the major things I do is oversee the Center's website -- so writing stories, making 

sure all of our info is up-to-date, making sure we have all of our Critter Cam patient info 

correct! I also plan the Center's annual rehabilitation conference, and work with some of 

our preceptorship students, teach our "On the Road" wildlife rehab classes, lead open 

houses, find placements for non-releasable animals ... and whatever else they tell me to 

do!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hills Wildlife Club:   
Thank you for the information on what you specifically do, but I think he was asking about the 

Wildlife Center in general.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Ha -- I see!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Well, the Wildlife Center is a hospital for wildlife -- we treat about 2,500 patients each year.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
In many ways, we act like an emergency room -- but rather than treating humans, we treat 

wildlife. We have veterinarians here every day of the week, so when someone finds an 

injured animal -- they can bring it right in!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We never really know what's going to come through the doors -- sometimes it seems like we 

have 10 animals in the waiting room, sometimes we have a few quiet hours. But we 

always have a lot of patients. Right now, (I need to check this) but we should have 

somewhere around 140 patients to care for.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
But more than that, we are a teaching hospital -- so our mission is to teach other people to care 

about wildlife -- and how to care for them as well.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hills Wildlife Club:   
Do you treat more adult animals or more baby animals?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
That's a good question! We do see a lot of both ... and we're definitely in the time of the year 

where it feels like we see more young wildlife. While some of those animals are simply 

healthy orphans -- so they aren't in need of medical care -- other young animals do often 

get attacked by cats, or injured in some other way. So definitely the majority of the 

patients are injured in some way. But as for adult/young ... I would guess slight more 

young.  
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Comment from Mrs. Hills Wildlife Club:   
Why do people say when you find a bat not to touch it?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Bats can carry rabies -- they are one of the high-risk rabies species in this part of the country. I 

would probably amend that statement to say if you find a bat, don't touch it with your 

bare hands -- and really, if you find an injured wild animal of any species, wear 

protective equipment to keep yourself safe as you get that animal into a box and to a 

permitted rehabilitator or veterinarian.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hills Wildlife Club:   
It is time to pack up and go home. Thank you for your time! We will plan another session for 

two weeks.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Sounds good! Well I hope you guys have fun with all of your other wildlife-club activities that 

Mrs. Hill has planned!  

 

Comment:  
Welcome classes-I adopted Buddy too-first time to see his picture-He's all grown up and white.  

 

Comment:  
I love that picture of Buddy with his head tilted. He is even whiter now on his head.  

 

Comment:  
Good bye, Mrs. Hill's Wildlife Club...It was great "seeing you" on the chat!  

 

Comment:  
Good bye club!! Great questions!!!  

 

Comment:  
Have a good day and thank you for joining CN!  

 

Comment:  
Bye Mrs. Hills and Wildlife Club friends. Thanks for let me sat in the class with you. I learn 

many things about wild life today, too. Bye..........  

 

Comment:  
Our 19 special needs kids just LOVE that photo of THEIR Buddy!  

 

Comment:  
Amanda, guess what I got in the mail today??? oh yeah, oh yeah....keepsake for sure!!! Thanks to 

all the ladies and to WCV.  
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C     i  s   ๏  ๏):  
Bye Mrs. Hill's Wildlife Club. Have a nice afternoon.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I've heard that folks have started to receive their Critter Nation shirts today! Exciting.  

 

Comment:  
Goodbye Mrs. Hill and class. Thank you for your great questions.  

 

Comment:  
Thank you for joining us Mrs. Hill’s wildlife club, you had some terrific questions and smart 

kids!!!!  

 

Comment:  
Bye! Keep up the interest in wildlife!!! Come back soon and see us!  

 

Comment:  
Nice to meet you Mrs. Hill and Wildlife Class - I live in Washington state which is across the 

states.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hills Wildlife Club:   
Kids all out the door, they have more questions than I can type in 30 minutes. Next week we are 

researching some of those questions on our own and hoping to have our adoption packets 

to look at!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Wonderful! I know, time goes quickly here in the chat. And perhaps you can tell us a bit about 

the club -- I know some folks were asking about ages/grades sort of thing and if this is for 

credit or an after-school activity?  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hills Wildlife Club:   
I have a mixed group of 6th-8th graders about 15 in all so far. Some are in sports and will join 

me after Football or Soccer or Track or Volleyball is over and I will lose a few to 

wrestling and basketball too.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We look forward to more sessions with them!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hills Wildlife Club:   
This is an afterschool club, but the goal is to teach the students what I can about taking care of 

the environment and the animals we share it with right here on base.  

 

Comment:  
Thank you Mrs. Hill - what a wonderful thing to instill in these children!  
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Comment:  
Mrs. Hill are you learning about all wildlife or just certain species? Junior High age students - we 

will have to keep their interest up. They will have quick questions.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hills Wildlife Club:   
and for them to take that and expand it into the world we share with the animals! I have a couple 

who know a lot about animals but most know very little. They will be shocked when the 

handler comes in with a Red Tailed Hawk and a Great Horned Owl in a few weeks for an 

assembly with my team and club. They were amazed that eagles have a wingspan of up to 

7 feet!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Sounds like you'll have the opportunity to provide a lot of great experiences -- in person, online, 

etc!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hills Wildlife Club:   
We have set up a feeding station here near the school and the birds are starting to find it so soon 

we will have birds to watch too! We have a pair of nesting red tails near campus that 

frequent the fields for mice and rats, that I hope to get to see now and again and the Red 

headed woodpeckers are fun to watch if we can find them...they like to beat on the light 

posts in the early mornings  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hills Wildlife Club:   
That is the goal Amanda, to show them and teach them in ways that are fun and unique about our 

world and taking care of it.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hills Wildlife Club:   
The red tails terrified the softball team on a run last spring!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Ha! Must've surprised them!  

 

Comment:  
Mrs. Hill - are you at a DOD school? You mentioned "on base".  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hills Wildlife Club:   
It swooped down at them and screamed! They all hit the ground  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hills Wildlife Club:   
We are DoD School.  

 

Comment:  
Ok. I know I shouldn't laugh at the kids hitting the ground and screaming but I can't help it.  
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Seems like a reasonable course of action!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hills Wildlife Club:   
Headed home for the night...thanks for your time and all the welcomes and information! The 

students enjoyed the time!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Thanks!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


