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Cam in the Classroom 
Mrs. Nelson’s 2nd Block Class 
Shenandoah Governor’s School 
Hornet Rd, Fishersville, VA 

   

          Tuesday, March 3, 2015  

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
We had a few questions that I missed from the first block.  I am going to go ahead and answer those 
now. 
 
Comment From Mrs. Nelsons class  
Does Papa G'Ho ever not get along with any of the owlets that are placed under his care for 
rehabilitation? 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Papa has good strong paternal instincts and readily accepts owlets that are put in his charge. 
 
Comment From Mrs.Nelsons Class  
How does the center name its animals? 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Sometimes we select names suggested by the staff, other times we have public naming contests, or as in 
Maggie the Peregrine Falcon, her naming rights were auctioned off at our annual Gala and Benefit 
Auction. Her naming rights went for $9,500! 
 
Comment From Nelsons Class  
What aspects of the animals' lives in the center are most similar to what they would be experiencing in 
the wild? 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Most likely when they are moved outside to our outdoor enclosures. There they have the natural 
elements, perches or places to hide, and it’s much more natural than what they live in inside the 
hospital when they are receiving treatment. Our Bear Complex has trees to climb, dens to sleep in, and 
lots of good under brush. It's basically a bear paradise. 
 
Comment From Guest  
Mrs. Nelson's Class 
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Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Oh it’s our next group! 
 
Comment From Mrs.Nelsons Class  
Where did you get Papa G-Ho from? 
 
Comment From Mrs. Nelsons class  
Where did you get Papa G'ho from? 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Papa G'Ho was hit by a car in Henrico County, Virginia. He was transported to the Center and 
unfortunately could not be released back into the wild. 
 
Comment From Mrs. Nelsons class  
How do you provide for the animals so that they don't rely on you too much, in order that when you 
release them back into the wild they are able to take care of themselves? 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
We keep contact to a minimum, and when we do go into areas or handle the animal, we try not to talk 
very much. Many animals already have the natural fear of humans, but we try to reduce our interactions 
with them as much as possible. 
 
Comment From Mrs. Nelsons class  
What happened to Papa G’Ho to require assistance, and how have you been able to aid him? 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Papa has been at the Center for about 13 years. He was hit by a car in December 2001 and sustained 
injuries to his feet as well as his wings. His wing injuries make him a noisy flyer, which prevents him from 
being released. 
 
Comment From Comment From Mrs.Nelsons Class  
How old is Papa- G-Ho? 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
We aren’t entirely sure the exact age of Papa G’Ho. He came to use as an adult back in 2001. So he had 
to be at least one year old, but likely older. So he could be as young as 13 or older. Great Horned Owls in 
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the wild typically live up to 15 years in the wild and even longer in captivity. The oldest Great Horned 
Owl on record was at least 28 years old. 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV 

  
 
Comment From Jared Nelsons class  
How long does it take for a baby squirrel to reach adulthood? 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
They grow up pretty quickly! We like to say they are adults when they have a bottle brush tail. They 
open their eyes at four weeks and our out of the nest at six weeks. 
  

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
At eight to nine weeks they are weaned. 
  

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
But we did get in some babies recently. It is squirrel baby season! I showed this picture to the other class 
and it's too cute not to show you all! 
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Chapin Hardy, WCV 

  
Baby Squirrels! 
 
Comment From Mrs. Nelsons class  
How does the wildlife center keep ready to care for such a diverse population of wildlife? 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Well we have full-time veterinary and rehabilitation staff that really know their stuff We have all sorts of 
supplies and equipment that we can use to care for our patients. We are a non-profit and we are only 
able to care for wildlife through the generosity of others. 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Oh going back to squirrel really quickly. Here is a fun infographic to guide you through what to do if you 
find a baby squirrel! 
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Chapin Hardy, WCV 

  
 
Comment From Mrs. Nelsons class  
Where did the name "Papa G'Ho" come from? 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
The formal abbreviate for a Great Horned Owl is GHOW. We sort of shortened the abbreviation even 
more to G’Ho. For more avian abbreviations, check out the list here on our website:  
http://wildlifecenter.org/bird-abbreviations 
 
Comment From Jared Nelsons class  
What is the first thing you should do if you come across an abandoned animal? 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Call the Wildlife Center! We can be reached at 540-942-9453 and can guide you through what to do and 
if you need to get involved. We also have our wildlife assistance page here: 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
http://wildlifecenter.org/rescue-advice 

http://wildlifecenter.org/bird-abbreviations
http://wildlifecenter.org/rescue-advice


Cam in the Classroom: Mrs. Nelson’s 2nd Block  Page 6 
 

 
Comment From Mrs. Nelsons class  
What are some of the more common reasons that birds are brought in to the center? 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Cat attacks and hit by car. 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
We strongly encourage keeping cats indoors. Cats kill hundreds of thousands of birds and small 
mammals each year. If an animal survives the initial attack, only about 25% will make it. Cats have tons 
of bacteria in their mouths and causes severe and deadly infections. 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Please bring any animal that has been in a cat's mouth to your closest wildlife rehabilitator or the Center 
so we can give it the urgent care it needs. 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
By keeping your cat indoors, it also prevents your cat from picking up disease, coming into contact with 
other animals that could injure your pet, and they live longer, healthier lives. 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
By not littering, you can prevent many birds of prey from being hit by cars. Their prey is attracted to 
roadsides when trash is thrown out the window, even apple cores and banana peels. The birds don't 
really understand the whole concept of cars and often fly right in front when they are about to attack 
their prey. 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
So remember no litter is safe litter! 
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Chapin Hardy, WCV 

  
 
Comment From Stowe "In Mrs. Nelsons Class" Graham   
how long have you worked at the wildlife center? 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
I have been at the Center for almost two years. Time flies! 
 
Comment From Mrs. Nelsons class   
What type of food do you feed Papa G-Ho 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
We feed Papa mostly mice and sometimes chicks. All of the food is already dead by the way. We also will 
fast him one day a week to mimic natural eating habits in the wild. 
 
Comment From Mrs. Nelsons class   
What is the most exotic animal the wildlife center has cared for, or what is the most interesting story 
associated with an animal? 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
That is a tough one! 
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Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
We have seen so many different animals. We have had animals come in after being trapped in a 
chimney for two weeks like Briscoe ... 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV 

  
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
To a bobcat kitten that people found and thought it was a house cat. 
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Chapin Hardy, WCV 

  
 
Comment From Mrs. Nelsons class   
What environment is Papa G'ho kept in? How do the environments that the birds are kept vary based on 
their differing species? 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Papa lives in a large flight pen that has lots of good perches and a nest box inside so that he can hide 
from humans. 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Some animals need special habitats. We've brought in sand and aquatic plants to make good habitats for 
animals like American Bitterns ... 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
http://wildlifecenter.org/critter-corner/archive-patient/american-bittern-14-2257 
 
 
 
 

http://wildlifecenter.org/critter-corner/archive-patient/american-bittern-14-2257
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Chapin Hardy, WCV 

  
Bittern Habitat 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
We pull together all the resources we have or can get to make them feel at home. 
 
Comment From Mrs. Nelsons class   
So how many patients does to center receive, and what is the busiest season? 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
We currently have 83 patients here at the Center. 25 of those are education ambassadors. 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
The busiest seasons are spring and summer aka baby season. 
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Comment From Mrs. Nelsons class   
When will the soonest tours be available? 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Tours can be booked through our website. We don't really do drop -ins since we are not open to the 
public. But here is the link to our tours: 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
http://wildlifecenter.org/education-programs/tours-and-fieldtrips 
 
Comment From Mrs. Nelsons class   
What animals are some of the more common patients at the center? 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Each year, the Wildlife Center admits around 2,500 to 3,000 patients. About half of our case load is 
birds: birds of prey, passerines, water-fowl, and other birds. The most common patient, however, are 
Eastern Cottontails. 
 
Comment From Mrs. Nelsons class   
Do birds need Exercise 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Definitely! 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Before birds can be released, they have to be conditioned. So they have daily exercise sessions where 
we get the birds to fly back and forth in their flight pens. Once they reach optimal level (15 passes end 
to end) they can start live-prey testing. 
 
Comment From Mrs. Nelsons class   
How many animals are there at the Wildlife Center? 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
We have 83 patients and 25 of those are permanent education ambassadors. 
 
 

http://wildlifecenter.org/education-programs/tours-and-fieldtrips
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Comment From Mrs. Nelsons class   
How does the center ensure that the animals don't imprint on humans in order to be able to release 
them when the time comes? 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Good question! 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Birds imprint and mammals habituate. 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
For all our animals, we keep contact to a minimum, and when we do go into areas or handle the animal, 
we try not to talk very much. Many animals already have the natural fear of humans, but we try to 
reduce our interactions with them as much as possible. 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Sometimes with young birds, we will cover our faces with netting so they can't see us and we will place 
them with a buddy--another baby bird of their own kind. 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
With our Great Horned Owlets, they go straight to Papa G'Ho if they are healthy orphans. 
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Chapin Hardy, WCV 

  
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
If they are Barred Owlets, they go to Mama BADO 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV 
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Chapin Hardy, WCV 

  
Mama BADO with Barred Owlet #14-1179 
 
Comment From Mrs. Nelsons class   
Why has Papa G'Ho never been released? 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
He was hit by a car and sustained injuries to his feet as well as his wings. His wing injuries make him a 
noisy flyer, which prevents him from being released. Owls have specialized feathers with fringes that 
make them nearly silent when they fly. Owls are not terribly fast flyers, so instead of quickly swooping 
down upon their prey, they have to sneak up on their target. If they are not silent, prey can easily hear 
and out run them. 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Here is a photo of an owl feather under a microscope 
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Chapin Hardy, WCV 

  
Owl Feather under microscope x161 Cheryl Power. Science Photo LibraryCorbis 
 
Comment From Mrs. Nelsons class   
Thank you for answering our questions! 
 
Comment From Mrs. Nelsons class   
Thank you for answering our quesitons! 
 
Comment From Mrs. Nelsons class   
Thank you so much for taking time to answer our questions! 
 
Comment From Mrs. Nelsons class   
Thank you! 
 
Comment From J Nelson   
Thank you so much. It was awesome. 
 
Comment From Mrs. Nelsons class   
Thanks so much for your time! 
 
Comment From Mrs. Nelsons class   
Thank you for your time! 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
My pleasure! Stop by the discussion any time! 
 


