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Comment From Mrs. Nelsons Class   
Are there any endangered animals at the center? 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Good Morning Mrs. Nelson's Class! Happy to have you here on the moderated discussion! 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Currently we don't have any endangered animals here at the Center, but we have treated some in the 
past, such as the Eastern Gray Bat. 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Here's that patient's story: http://wildlifecenter.org/critter-corner/archive-patient/gray-bat-14-2004 
 
Comment From Mrs. Nelsons Class  
Mrs Nelsons Class: 3. How long has Papa G’ho been in the Wildlife center? And what happened to him 
that is prohibiting him from being released back into the wild? 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Papa has been at the Center for about 13 years. He was hit by a car and sustained injuries to his feet as 
well as his wings. His wing injuries make him a noisy flyer, which prevents him from being released. 
Since he came to the Center in December of 2001 and has raised more than 30 owlets. 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV 

http://wildlifecenter.org/critter-corner/archive-patient/gray-bat-14-2004
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Comment From Mrs. Nelsons Class  
When will Papa G'Ho be able to be released back to the wild? 
 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Unfortunately he is non-releasable. Due to his wing injuries, he doesn't fly silently. 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Owls have specialized feathers with fringes that make them nearly silent when they fly. Owls are not 
terribly fast flyers, so instead of quickly swooping down upon their prey, they have to sneak up on their 
target. If they are not silent, prey can easily hear and out run them. 
  

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Here is a photo of one of their flight feathers under a microscope! 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV 
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Comment From Mrs. Nelson  
What are the most common injuries that you see in the clinic? 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Good question! 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
We see many ocular injuries with our birds of prey patients, as well as broken bones. 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
With some of our smaller mammals, like rabbits and squirrels, we see puncture wounds and infections 
from cat attacks. 
 
Comment From Mrs. Nelsons Class  
What is the most interesting animal you have taken in at the Wildlife Center? 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Oh I'd have to say a Purple Gallinule. It's a bird that looks like it ran through a rainbow. 
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Comment From Mrs. Nelson  
Awww! 
 
Comment From Ms. Nelsons class  
What food does Papa G’ho eat in captivity? 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Papa G'Ho gets mostly dead mice. Sometimes he may get a dead chick too. One day a week we will fast 
our birds to mimic their eating habits in the wild. In the wild they are not going to be eating every day, 
so we try to match that too! 
 
Comment From Mrs. Nelsons Class  
How did you come to the name "Papa G'ho?" 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
The formal abbreviation for a Great Horned Owl is GHOW. We sort of shortened the abbreviation even 
more to G’Ho. For more avian abbreviations, check out the list here on our website: 
http://wildlifecenter.org/bird-abbreviations 
 
Comment From Mrs. Nelsons Class  
What requirements must an owl (or any bird) meet in order to be released back into the wild? 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
It depends on the species, but for any animal to be released, they must be able to truly function as wild 
animals. This includes being able to recognize and obtain the appropriate foods, select mates of their 
own species and reproduce, and show the appropriate fear of potential dangers. For an owl, they not 

http://wildlifecenter.org/bird-abbreviations
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only have to be able to hunt, find mates, and show appropriate fears, they also have to be able to fly 
silently. 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
For our owls, we test if they can fly silently by placing them in a large flight pen with two people. One 
person gets the bird to fly, while the other covers their eyes and listens to hear if they can determine 
where the bird is located. 
 
Comment From Mrs. Nelsons Class  
Does the number of animals you rescue vary over different times of the year? If so, during what 
season/time of the year do you all bring in more animals? 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Great question! Some years we have record numbers while others are slower. We see most of our 
patients come in during the spring and summer... baby season. We sometimes see an increase in 
patients during the winter if there was a poor mast (nut) crop that year. 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
This past fall was a great mast crop (bumper crop) and we can expect to have lots of babies this year, 
especially Black Bear cubs. 
 
Comment From Nelsons Class  
How many different species of animals are there in the Wildlife Center? 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Off the top of my head I am not sure. But we have all sorts of birds of prey (owls, vultures, eagles, 
hawks, and falcons). We also go our first squirrel admissions of the year last week, Would you all like to 
see a picture? They are adorable! 
 
Comment From Nelsons Class  
Yes! Squirrels! 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV 
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Baby squirrels (Boy and a girl) 
 
Comment From Mrs. Nelsons Class  
Yes! Send us a picture of the squirrel! :) 
 
Comment From Mrs. Nelson  
That's unfortunate, how many of those do you manage to rehabilitate? 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
We are able to release about 40% of our patients. Many animals die upon admission or have to be 
humanely euthanized to end their suffering. While 40% may sound low, that percentage is pretty 
exceptional for wildlife medicine. 
 
Comment From Ms. Nelsons class  
For animals that can be released, what is the typical time that they are held to become rehabilitated? 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
The average patient spends 11 days at the Center. 
 
Comment From Nelsons Class  
Does Papa G'ho have a mate? 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Nope, and he likes it that way haha. Plus we are not a breeding facility and don't have permission to 
breed animals. 
 
Comment From Mrs. Nelson  
How do you test a bird's ability to mate before you let them go? 
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Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Well that is instinct, and we don't really have to test it. They have to be able to recognize their own 
species. That really isn't an issue with adult birds because they are already imprinted on their own kind. 
With younger that haven't imprinted, we try to set them up with a buddy (another baby bird of their 
species). Or with Great Horned Owlets, they are sent straight to Papa G'Ho for training. 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
He teaches them all about how to be a Great Horned Owl-- what sounds to make, appropriate posturing 
and fear of humans, hunting. He was a super busy dad this past summer. He cared for four owlets. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV 
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Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
That's Papa just before he started hissing and clacking his beak. He does a fantastic job teaching owlets 
to fear humans. 
 
Comment From Mrs. Nelson  
That's adorable! 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
He is pretty cute. He's a good dad to all those babies. 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Here is an article that goes into more detail about surrogacy here at the Center. 
http://wildlifecenter.org/news_events/news/human-imprinting-birds-and-importance-surrogacy 
 
Comment From Nelsons Class  
Do you have any breeds of large cats? 
 
 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
The only large breed of cat that is here in Virginia is the Bobcat. They occasionally come in, but not 
often. 

http://wildlifecenter.org/news_events/news/human-imprinting-birds-and-importance-surrogacy
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Comment From Mrs. Nelsons Class  
What human activity contributes most to animal injuries? 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
I am so glad you asked! 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Littering is a big one! The number one cause of admission to the Wildlife Center is being hit by a car. 
Many animals are attracted to roadsides because of litter. Here at the Center, we like to say “No litter is 
safe litter” and one should never discard litter, especially food items-even apple cores, orange rinds, and 
banana peel on the side of the road. They will attract wild animals to a very dangerous place and put the 
animals at risk of being seriously injured or killed. 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV 

  
Please don't litter!   
 
Comment From Ms. Nelsons class   
How long do owls generally live? Do they live longer in captivity (with no predators or environmental 
factors) or in the wild (less sedentary)? 
 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Depends on the species. Some owl species like Eastern Screech-Owls typically live about three to five 
years in the wild. But in captivity, they can live into their teens. 
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Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Great Horned Owls in the wild typically live up to 15 years and even longer in captivity. The oldest Great 
Horned Owl on record was at least 28 years old. 
 
Comment From Nelsons Class   
What sounds do Great Horned Owls make/in what different situations do they make distinct sounds? 
  

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
They make hisses, beak clacks, and a variety of hoots. Cornell has a great website 
(http://www.allaboutbirds.org/Page.aspx?pid=1189)and they have a ton of sound bites. 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Let me pull up the link for Great Horned Owls. 
  

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Great_Horned_Owl/id 
 
Comment From Mrs. Nelsons Class   
What is your favorite thing about your job? 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
I love presenting education programs and teaching people about wildlife. Conservation education is my 
passion, Plus working with amazing education ambassadors like Phebe the Virginia Opossum, Edie the 
American Kestrel, and Severus the Eastern Ratsnake doesn't hurt either. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV 

http://www.allaboutbirds.org/Page.aspx?pid=1189
http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Great_Horned_Owl/id


Cam in the Classroom: Mrs. Nelson’s 1st Block Page 11 
 

  
Phebe on program 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV 

  
 
 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV 
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Comment From Mrs. Nelson   
How does one get into this line of work? 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Well I've always had an interest in animals and so I started volunteering and doing internships from my 
senior year of high school through college and about six months after college. 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Getting the experience is key! 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Plus learning as much as you can about wildlife and the environment really helps. 
 
Comment From Mrs. Nelsons Class   
thank you! 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
My pleasure! I'm so glad that you all have adopted Papa G'Ho and feel free to stop by the discussion any 
time! 
 
Comment From Guest   
Thanks so much for answering our questions! Cant wait to visit! 
 
Comment From Nelsons Class   
Thank you, goodbye! 
 
Comment From Mrs. Nelsons Class   
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Thank you so much for answering our questions! 
 
Comment From Ms. Nelsons class   
Thank you for great answers! 
 
Comment From Mrs. Nelsons Class   
Thank you so much for talking to us! 
 
Comment From tinksmom/MO   
From Hannibal,Mo. Thank you Mrs. Nelson's class for the great questions, you all rock! 
 
Comment From Mrs. Nelson   
Thank you! 
 
Comment From Mrs.Nelsons Class   
Thank you! 
 
Comment From PAS in NY  
I remember Papa G'Ho won best Father on Father's Day one year. 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Papa G'Ho did win Virginia Living's Father of the Year contest back in 2012! 
 
Comment From BarbG   
thanks and great questions 
 


