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September 27, 2013 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
So, in just a few minutes, we should have Mrs. Sebesta's first-grade class joining us! 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
This class of first-graders is in Florida. Mrs. S tells me they are learning a lot about owls lately -- 

so I think in addition to their questions, they might have some things to share with us as 

well! 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Last year (well, school year) Mrs. S joined us with her class. Remember, you can read back on 

all the fun times (classrooms ... monthly Wildlife Center Classroom Series ... special 

guest sessions) on our archived moderated discussion page: 

http://wildlifecenter.org/critter-cam-moderated-discussion-archives 

 

Comment: 

Our 19 special needs kids are so excited to learn more in this Cam in Classroom session! We all 

love OWLS, they are our most favourite! 

 

Comment: 

I love the owls too--and most especially the Barred Owls! Cheers to Athena and Gus! 

 

Comment: 

PS: Hi Caleb and kids! I am glad you are here today ♥ 

 

Comment from Mrs. Sebesta’s 1st grade: 
Hi CN! We are ready! As a little background, we are the OWLs, outstanding, wonderful 

learners! For our first research project we've been learning about owls. 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Wonderful! Welcome to the moderated discussion, class! 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
In honor of the OWLs ... 

 

 
Northern Saw-whet Owl #12-2562 

 

Comment from Mrs. Sebesta’s 1st grade: 
We learned a lot, but still have a few questions. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Sebesta’s 1st grade: 
How do owls learn to fly? 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Owls, like many other types of birds, learn by practicing! As the owls grow in their longer flight 

feathers, they will start flapping their wings a lot while they are perched on the edge of 

the nest. 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We were actually able to see that experience this spring when we had a young Great Horned Owl 

on cam -- 
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Testing wings ... 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
He spent a lot of time just flapping away! At some point then, they have to make their first jump 

-- they might be able to fly short distances, and sometimes they end up the ground -- but 

they keep practicing until they are good at flying! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Sebesta’s 1st grade: 
How do owls get their beaks? 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
The beak is something that develops when the owl is still in the egg -- so it grows a beak before 

anyone ever sees it! They have a small "egg tooth" on their beak that helps with breaking 

out of that egg. Then they lose the "tooth" pretty quickly after hatching. 

 

 
 

Beak! 
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Comment from Mrs. Sebesta’s 1st grade: 
We are wondering why owls are thought of as being so smart in stories. Do you know why? 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Well, in ancient mythology, owls were thought of as a symbol of wisdom. 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Now, as to why the ancient Greeks/Romans thought that ... I'm not sure! I think it must have 

something to do with how they appear -- just sitting quietly, taking it all in. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Sebesta’s 1st grade: 
We would like to know what owlets eat. Do they eat moths? What do they eat? 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
It depends on the type of owl -- some eat small mammals, birds, and amphibians ... and screech-

owls do eat some insects like beetles! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Sebesta’s 1st grade: 
Why don't owls eat fruits and vegetables? 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Owls are birds of prey -- which means they eat other animals. Strictly carnivores! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Sebesta’s 1st grade: 
Why do owlets change colors? 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Owlets only have a grey-white fuzzy down on them when they first hatch -- they don't grow in 

their feathers until later. The color of their feathers helps them with camouflage -- 

basically they help them blend in with their surroundings so that no one can see them! 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Raina, one of our outreach coordinators, did a great class on camouflage just a couple of weeks 

ago -- she had this great photo that help show how they can just blend in! 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
If you guys are ever studying more about camouflage, there is some great info here: 

http://wildlifecenter.org/sites/default/files/PDFs/WCCS%20Camo%20September.pdf 

 

Comment from Mrs. Sebesta’s 1st grade: 
We'd also like to know how they eat. 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Owls hunt with their feet -- they use their strong talons to grab their prey. Then they use their 

beak to help tear the food into smaller bite-sized pieces. 

 

 
Great Horned Owl chick 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
The adults will feed their young small pieces of food ... until they are big enough to start doing it 

on their own! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Sebesta’s 1st grade: 
Lots of ohhs and ahhs about the EASO picture! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Sebesta’s 1st grade: 
Oops! We wanted to know how owlets eat. Do they tear their own food? 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
At first, no -- they rely on their parents to do that for them. When they are here in a rehab setting 

-- as orphaned owlets -- and they don't have parents to do that for them, then WE have to 

do it. But not with our "beaks!" :) 

 

 

 

http://wildlifecenter.org/sites/default/files/PDFs/WCCS%20Camo%20September.pdf
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We will just cut up small pieces of food and will put it on a raised plate next to them -- like in 

that owl photo. 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
And in this photo too! 

 

 
Eastern Screech-owl surrogate and chick 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
If they don't pick it up on their own, we just use tweezers to put it in their mouth -- like how 

mom (and maybe dad) would pick it up with their beaks. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Sebesta’s 1st grade: 
We voted to adopt one of the owls and we will be adopting Athena! So some questions about 

her! 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Oooh, good choice! 

 

 
Athena 
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Comment from Mrs. Sebesta’s 1st grade: 
Do you know how Athena got hit by a car? 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Well, I guess we'll never know the full story (Athena isn't telling us), but the vets think that she 

probably was not hit by a car -- they think she had an illness called West Nile Virus. That 

made it hard for her to stand and fly and get around. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Sebesta’s 1st grade: 
What do you feed Athena? 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Athena gets whole mice. She loves to eat! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Sebesta’s 1st grade: 
We are worried about how much Athena can see. Can she feed herself? 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Yes, she can! She is in a large enclosure where she can fly around with her roommate Gus. 

Athena can see well enough to get around in there -- she just can't see well enough to 

navigate through the big, open wild. 

 

 
Gus. Photo is the property of WCV and protected by copyright laws.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
That is Gus, her roommate -- but you can sort of see the size of the enclosure. 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
No worries about Athena finding her food in there -- sometimes she steals food from Gus! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Sebesta’s 1st grade: 
Thank you, Ms. Amanda! We would like to share some of what we've learned. 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Oh yes, please do! And one person has a question for you guys too -- 

 

Comment: 

Hi Class! You have an owl that we don't have in Virginia. Have you ever seen a Burrowing Owl? 

 

Comment from Mrs. Sebesta’s 1st grade: 
The feathers that stick up are not horns or ears. 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Oh yes, very good! Many people -- many adults! -- do not know that. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Sebesta’s 1st grade: 
We learned that owlets don't have flight feathers. 

 

 
Eastern Screech-Owl chicks 

 

Comment from Mrs. Sebesta’s 1st grade: 
@VA Kris - We saw pictures of Burrowing Owls in our Owl books! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Sebesta’s 1st grade: 
We thought it was cool that owls fly silently. 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I think that is cool too. It's hard to imagine that, since we are noisy humans! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Sebesta’s 1st grade: 
Owls are nocturnal. They hunt for food at night. 
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Comment from Mrs. Sebesta’s 1st grade: 
They have big eyes so they can see in the dark. 

 

 
 

Comment from Mrs. Sebesta’s 1st grade: 
Thanks so much for answering our questions! It's time for us to sign off. 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Thank you guys! I'm glad you were able to share some information on what you learned -- owls 

are pretty cool! 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
And nice choice with Athena -- she is a particularly cool owl! 

 

 
 

Comment: 

WELCOME Mrs. S and class, from our special needs kids! This session will be so much fun and 

educational, thanks so much for being here! And HI and hugs to Lydia! 

 

Comment: 

OH yay class! A special person adopted Athena for me too! She is beautiful! 

 

Comment: 

Hello Mrs. Sebesta and kids!!! Welcome and we look forward to learning with you! 
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Comment: 

Good Bye, Class. Thanks for having us join the lesson. 

 

Comment: 

*Claps* what a fantastic class this group is going to keep Miss Amanda busy learning more and 

more too! Also what a great choice for your classroom critter! :D 

 

Comment: 

I know a certain EASO who likes crickets! (right, Miss Amanda? lol) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Yes ... those screech-owls eat all kinds of insects! 

 

Comment: 

Well this is very interesting 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Glad you joined us! 

 

Comment: 

Bye Mrs. Sebesta's class enjoyed your class today, very good questions from you.have a good 

day from Michigan 

 

Comment: 

Ahhh! Love the 12:18 picture! Cute baby! 

 

Comment: 

Great questions class! 

 

Comment: 

Thank you for joining us today class. We hope you come back so that we all can learn more 

about wildlife. 

 

Comment: 

I am impressed with the learning you shared with us class! Good job! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Sebesta’s 1st grade: 
One of my students suggested we take a field trip to visit you! I wish we could! 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We would love it -- but I guess that would be a bit of a long drive! Well ... stay tuned ... we may 

have "virtual field trips" before the school year is out! 

 

Comment: 

Great questions class, we all learn here! 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Oh, I just realized I had one more really cute owlet photo loaded up ... the "practice flapping to 

fly" ... until you get tired. 

 

 
Napping ... 

 

Comment: 

Amanda, the photo of the winger-cizing, is that the adorable 'model' for the Critter Cam poster I 

received? 

 

Comment: 

AWWWWWW! So cute. That was the little owlets in with Papa G'Ho, right? 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Yes -- that was our young owlet from this season -- and the model for our Critter Cam poster. :) 

 

Comment: 

Aww forgot how sweet owlets look when they are all worn out. What a great picture 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Well gang, thanks for tuning in to our Cam in the Classroom session with Mrs. Sebesta and her 

class in Florida! I'm going to sign off and get some other stuff done ...enjoy the Critter 

Cams! 

 


