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August 19, 2013 

 
Mrs. Matheson’s 4th grade: 
We're just about ready, Miss Amanda - just came from lunch. 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Hi, class! 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Welcome, Mrs. Matheson's class! For new Critter Cam viewers -- Mrs. Matheson's 4th grade class is in 

Bullhead City, AZ. This is their first "Cam in the Classroom" session -- a great opportunity for 
students to learn more about wildlife, as they practice computer skills, and question-asking, and 
more! 

 
Mrs. Matheson’s 4th grade: 
Okay, I think we're ready (just going a few ground rules for my students) 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Mrs. Matheson's class "adopted" Edie the American Kestrel as their classroom animal this year. They 

also recently watched our "What's Going On Cville" episode about the Wildlife Center. If you 
haven't seen it yet, I'd encourage you to check it out after class! 

 
Mrs. Matheson’s 4th grade: 
We watched the What's Going on C'ville so we have a few questions about that. 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Great! So glad you were able to watch that. 
 
Comment: 
Is that only 16 bears, they sure have grown and have some wonderful new toys -- and a gorgeous new 

igloo! 
 
Mrs. Matheson’s 4th grade: 
What did Buddy look like with the 'growth' on his beak? 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I have a few photos to show you! 
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Buddy's pox lesion 
 

 
Buddy's pox lesion 
 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
As you can see ... cute little fluffy eagle with a really big "thing" on the side of his beak! 
 
Mrs. Matheson’s 4th grade: 
Sorry, computers freezing - doing some refreshing. 
 
Mrs. Matheson’s 4th grade: 
How does Buddy eat with his beak being crooked? 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
With really big piece of food -- like a whole fish -- it just takes him longer to tear it into pieces to eat. He 

can still do it, just not as quickly as an eagle with a "normal" beak. 
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If Buddy gets smaller pieces of food, like chunks of mice, he can just swallow them whole. We have to 
trim his beak back every 6 weeks -- or it can get too long and then he'd have trouble tearing any 
food. 

 

 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
That's his "fish face" photo. :) 
 
Mrs. Matheson’s 4th grade: 
What does he do in training? 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I guess it depends on who is training him -- and what the goal is for that session! Lately, the 

rehabilitation interns, Kelsey and Jessica, have been training him to sit nicely on his perch when 
he is fed. That was an important goal -- Buddy is well-known for flying at the door when 
someone tries to walk in with food. He's just so excited about eating! So the interns have been 
working with him to change that behavior and to get him to perch nicely before he is fed. 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
When Raina, Buddy's main trainer, works with him, she works on getting him glove-trained -- so that 

he'll sit on her gloved hand/arm for programs. The idea is for Buddy to sit calmly while Raina 
walks around in front of people. 
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Mrs. Matheson’s 4th grade: 
How is the box turtle from the video with Dr. Dana doing? 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Sadly, that box turtle did not make it. It was a very bad shell injury, and it turns out, the internal organs 

of the turtle were affected. 
 
We can usually fix the turtles with shell fractures when their internal organs aren't damaged -- the vets 

will use metal bars to hold the pieces of the shell together and then will just give the turtle lots 
of time to heal. 

 
This usually takes about 2-3 months -- or more -- depending on how badly the shell is damaged. 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
"Sheldon", or Eastern Box Turtle #13-1342, is doing well! Her leg injury is just about all healed. She is an 

adult -- but we're not quite sure how old she is! At least in her late 'teens, since she is fully 
grown. 

 

 
 

 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
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Sadly, Sheldon will not get to go to her home ... because we don't know where it is! Someone took her 
from the wild and painted her shell (and then left her at a campground). 

 
It's really important to get box turtles back to their same home area for release -- there have been a few 

studies done on box turtles that show they don't do very well when they are taken outside of 
their home range. 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We were hoping (I guess we still are!) that someone might come forward with information so that we 

can return her to her home. If we can't release her, we will find her a home at an educational 
facility -- at least she can teach people about the importance of leaving wild animals in the wild -
- where they belong! 

 
Mrs. Matheson’s 4th grade: 
How is 'Sheldon' doing? What does she look like now? How old is she? When will she get to go home? 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Oh dear ... I see I didn't push that question through! Well, obviously that's what I was going on about! 
 
Mrs. Matheson’s 4th grade: 
How is Pignoli doing? (can you tell that came from a DV student? lol) 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Ah yes ... you must've had Mrs. Matheson last year in 3rd grade! 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Pignoli is doing well! She was molting earlier this month -- replacing her feathers. Screech-owls usually 

have one big molt in the summer -- and they lose their old feathers and grow in new ones. They 
look kind of terrible during the molting period when they lose their head feathers! 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Are you ready for this very embarrassing photo? 
 

 
Pignoli the Eastern Screech-owl ... Molting! 
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Almost done! 
 
Mrs. Matheson’s 4th grade: 
The boys are saying "No! Don't embarrass her!" 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Awww, that's sweet! It's okay -- she's almost all done -- and back to normal! 
 
Mrs. Matheson’s 4th grade: 
Edie time!!! We have a few questions about her! 
 
Mrs. Matheson’s 4th grade: 
How tall is Edie (compared to Pignoli)? 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Kestrels are about 8-11 inches long -- and screech-owls average about seven to 10 inches. So they are 

sort of similar in height ... but are different shapes! 
 

 
Edie the American Kestrel 
 
Mrs. Matheson’s 4th grade: 
How much does she weigh? 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Edie is 120 grams according to her last weigh-in (Saturday) -- and is in good shape! 
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Mrs. Matheson’s 4th grade: 
How much does she get fed every day? 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
She usually eats one or two mice, though sometimes gets insects or chicks. 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Edie came with us to our Saturday evening event this past weekend -- here's a new photo of her! 
 

 
 

Edie the American Kestrel 
 
Mrs. Matheson’s 4th grade: 
Is Edie the only American Kestrel that you have there? 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We do have another American Kestrel here as a patient. It came in this summer with a broken wing. We 

see about a dozen or so kestrels each year at the Wildlife Center. 
 
Mrs. Matheson’s 4th grade: 
Does she cast pellets? (that's my question) 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
She does cast pellets -- they are tiny and can be harder to find sometimes! 
 
Mrs. Matheson’s 4th grade: 
I keep hearing, 'The Diva' (and no, Lydia, they don't know about NX) 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Ha! 
 
Mrs. Matheson’s 4th grade: 
We've been learning about vertebrates and invertebrates so we have a few questions along those lines. 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Great! 
 
Mrs. Matheson’s 4th grade: 
What kind of reptiles do you get (besides turtles) 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We do get a variety of turtle patients in, but other than them, the most common type of reptile we see 

are snakes. Eastern Ratsnakes, Gartersnakes, cornsnakes, Black Racers ... smooth earthsnakes, 
and greensnakes too! Other than snakes, we also will occasionally see skinks in at the Center! 

 
Mrs. Matheson’s 4th grade: 
Do you have any amphibian patients? 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We don't have any amphibians right now -- we don't see them quite as often as we see reptiles, but we 

do get in a few frogs and toads each year. Here's my favorite photo of an amphibian patient -- a 
toad that was hit by a weed-whacker! 

 

 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
He had a big wound on his back -- but the vets were able to stitch him up, and he was later released 

after he healed! 
 
Mrs. Matheson’s 4th grade: 
Okay, slightly bizarre question but do you treat arthropods? 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We don't treat arthropods -- I think it's just very very hard to deal with any sort of injury they might 

have, and I think that's just an entirely different kind of medicine! 
 
Sometimes people will bring in spiders and insects in jars for us to identify -- and we help them figure 

out what they're looking at, and then the spider or insect is released! 
 
Mrs. Matheson’s 4th grade: 
I see you mentioned earlier about Edie getting insects, what kind does she get? 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We usually will give her canned insects (mmmm, always a special treat) -- so grasshoppers or crickets. 

Sometimes we have live crickets too and she'll catch them! 
 
Mrs. Matheson’s 4th grade: 
I just told my class that we aren't catching and sending Edie cricket or grasshoppers. 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Ha -- probably wise! 
 
Mrs. Matheson’s 4th grade: 
The info sheet we got on Edie says 'other invertebrates' - so does that mean they eat spiders and 

scorpions (we figure sponges, jellyfish, mollusks, and crustaceans would be hard to eat) 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Yes, right, those are on the menu as well! 
 
Mrs. Matheson’s 4th grade: 
So you would actually feed her spiders and scorpions? 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Well, we don't end up catching many live insects for her -- if we have some live ones here (for songbirds) 

we might share a few ... but catching them could take a lot of time, and we want to ensure she 
has enough calories each day. and we can make sure that she does actually eat when she is 
served dead food -- there's always the risk that live food could run away from her (out of her 
enclosure) 

 
Mrs. Matheson’s 4th grade: 
AMKE spend winter here and we figure that it's a good thing - they eat our spiders and scorpions. 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
They have incredibly amazing eyesight -- it's always impressive to know they can see small insects and 

spiders from far away and can swoop down and catch them! 
 
Mrs. Matheson’s 4th grade: 
Okay, one question came up regarding one of the photos you posted. They were wondering what the 

metal stuff is on the turtle at 3:58 (I think it's the turtle patient from the video) 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Those are metal bars -- we receive those bars from a local metal-works place. They are strong, but we 

can still bend them into shape with a little muscle power. 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
The tan/grey/off-white dots you see on the shell are epoxy -- so the bars are meant to hold the two 

pieces of the shell in place -- and then we use epoxy to keep the metal bars in place. 
 
Mrs. Matheson’s 4th grade: 
How much food do you give the bears in a day? 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
A lot!! Four big buckets, three times a day. 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
That's a good math question ... :) 
 
Mrs. Matheson’s 4th grade: 
Twelve buckets a day!!!!! Know we know where the phrase "Hungry like a bear" comes from! 
 
Mrs. Matheson’s 4th grade: 
What is the box that Edie is standing in? (we've seen a few pictures of her in one) 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
You mean this one? 
 

 
Edie the kestrel enjoys a sand bath. 
 
Mrs. Matheson’s 4th grade: 
No, the one in her enclosure? 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Ah, I don't know if I have a photo of that loaded ... but she has a little shelter in her enclosure ... just like 

the owls do. Just in case she really wants to roost in something smaller. I think she sleeps in 
there sometimes. :) 

 
Mrs. Matheson’s 4th grade: 
We've also seen a picture of her taking a bath with water (Hint to CN - search "edie's new enclosure") 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Oooh, that's a good activity ... I need to give the Cam viewers your scavenger hunt! 
 
Mrs. Matheson’s 4th grade: 
What exactly do you feed the bears? 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
The bears get a good variety of fruit, veggies, nuts, seeds, insects, fish, greens, more fruit, more seeds, 

more fruit, more veggies ... :) 
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Mrs. Matheson’s 4th grade: 
Who feeds Edie? 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Edie is considered one of our "red staff" birds -- meaning that one of the rehabilitators or rehab interns 

will feed her. She's a bit ... feisty sometimes. So it's safer to have a trained staff member feed 
her! 

 
Mrs. Matheson’s 4th grade: 
Another question: What is the most dangerous animal you have there right now? (I'm thinking of a 

bobcat, but that was last year) 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Right now ... I'd go with the bears! They are getting quite big, and we don't handle them when they are 

not sedated! 
 
Mrs. Matheson’s 4th grade: 
Do you have any lizard patients right now? 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
No lizards right now! We do see some skinks right around the Wildlife Center though -- they hang out on 

the back driveway. Do you have skinks in AZ? 
 
Mrs. Matheson’s 4th grade: 
Okay, I think we'll wrap it up - they would like to say hello to everyone! We have to get back to class and 

do science (adaptations) 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Thank you so much for the first Cam in the Classroom session! 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We had 402 viewers on at once this afternoon -- and guess what -- we had a special guest ... 
 
Comment: 
Hey Amanda! Greetings from Estonia :D 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
From Estonia! You guys can look that up on a map. :) 
 
Mrs. Matheson’s 4th grade: 
Not that I'm aware of - but there is one lizard who seems to think crossing the sidewalk while 4th/5th 

graders are walking to lunch is fun! 
 
Comment: 
Bye to my friends form Mrs. M class. Thank you for the class I learn a lot from your questions. Bye..... 
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Comment: 
From our 19 special needs kids, a warm THANK YOU to Mrs. M's students for a wonderful classroom 

session! We learn so MUCH from these! Have a great day! 
 
Comment: 
Question from Mr. Matheson's class participant--why does Edie take a sand bath? 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Same concept as a dust bath -- some birds will do this as a part of their preening. It helps them keep 

their feathers in good condition -- absorbs excess oils and also can help rid them of little 
parasites. 

 
Comment: 
Mrs. Matheson's class, I saw Edie up close on Saturday. I will send Mrs. Matheson the pictures I took of 

her! 
 
Comment: 
Thanks class..... that was fun! 
 
Comment: 
Hi to Mrs Matheson's class from Virginia Beach! 
 
Comment: 
hiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 
 
Comment: 
MY NAME IS JOSEPH AND HI 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Hi Joseph! 
 
Comment: 
Great class today, you guys ask great questions! 
 
Comment from TYLEEN:   
HI SAY HI TO EDIE FOR US 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Will do! 
 
Comment from Nevaeh:  
 Hi 
 
Comment from mrsmatheson 
hi amanda 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Hello! 
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Comment from dylan #8: 
hi msAmanda 
 
Mrs. Matheson’s 4th grade: 
Where is everybody from (beside Estonia)? 
 
Comment from jordyn: 
hello 
 
Comment from Guest: 
HOW ARE YOU DOING 
 
Comment: 
estonia is in erupoe 
 
Comment: 
I'm in CT 
 
Comment: 
Virginia 
 
Comment: 
New Jersey, Ocean county. 
 
Comment: 
Hello from south west VA 
 
Comment: 
Danville, VA 
 
Comment: 
I live in Florida now, but spent most of my life in Ohio. 
 
Comment: 
Poquoson, Virginia 
 
Comment: 
The soggy state of Georgia 
 
Comment: 
Hi Mrs. Matheson's class from South Carolina! 
 
Comment: 
North Carolina! 
 

 

 


