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October 10, 2013 

Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Good Morning Raina! We're so excited to join you this morning! The kids have LOTS of 

questions for you....are you ready? 

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Hello! Happy to be here! 

 

Mrs. Harris’s class: 
about how many animals have you released before? 

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Me? I've only released a few animals from the Center. Most recently I released some bunnies! 

 

 
 

Can you spot three bunnies? 
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Mrs. Harris’s class: 
How old can a black bear be? 

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
They can live until they are more than 30 years old! 

 

Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Do you have any zebras!!!!!! 

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
No zebras. Zebras aren't native to Virginia, and the Wildlife Center of Virginia only takes care of 

animals that naturally live in Virginia. That's what native means - they naturally live in 

this area. 

 

Mrs. Harris’s class: (Nick) 
What has been your favorite animal that you handled?  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Hmm...I'm a big fan of snakes, so probably the Eastern Ratsnake....like Severus our education 

snake. 

 

 
 

 

Mrs. Harris’s class: 
How old are some of your owls and how old is your oldest one? 

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
We don't know the ages of most of our owls, because there isn't a way to tell the age of a bird 

just by looking at him or her. But we do know that Gus the Barred Owl is 19 years old. 
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Mrs. Harris’s class: (Sophie) 
What does the baby opossum eat?  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Ohhh....good question. When they are really little, they drink milk from their mothers. When 

they get a older, they eat a little bit of everything. They are omnivores, which means they 

eat meat and fruits and vegetables. 

 

Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Do you name all of your animals, or do you just name some of them? 

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
We only name the non-releasable animals (animals that can't live on their own in the wild) that 

we keep as education animals. No patients are named. 

 

Mrs. Harris’s class: 
What's the funniest thing the black bear cubs have done? 

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
I liked watching them play with the melons on a rope yesterday! 

 

Mrs. Harris’s class: (Alex) 

How old is your oldest animal?  
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Raina Krasner, WCV:  
As far as we know, Jaz (the American Crow) is our oldest bird...she's 21. 

 

 
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
BUT I think Malcolm the Cornsnake might be older...we aren't sure of his age, but he might be a 

bit older than Jaz. 

 

 
 

 

Mrs. Harris’s class: 
How many patients have you had recently! 

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Hmmm...I think we have around 100 patients right now. 

 

Mrs. Harris’s class: {Megan} 
When was Gus the owl admitted? What For?  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Gus was admitted in 1994. Someone tried to keep her as a pet, and when the police found out, 

they had to take her away. She was imprinted on humans (she identifies more with people 

than owls) and cannot be released into the wild. 

 

Mrs. Harris’s class: (Alyssa) 
What kind of owl is Gus?  
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Raina Krasner, WCV:  
A Barred Owl. 

 

Mrs. Harris’s class: (Maggie) 

What was the first animal you adopted into the center?  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
I believe the first education animal was a red-tailed hawk named RT. 

 

Mrs. Harris’s class: (Trinity) 
What do ratsnakes eat?  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Well...if you had to guess, what's something you think a RATsnake would eat? 

 

Mrs. Harris’s class: (Gabby) 
What are some more interesting facts about Gus the owl? What is the difference between a 

regular owl and Gus?  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Besides Gus being fabulous? Well, Barred Owls have a VERY big vocabulary. Not a vocabulary 

like we do, but they make lots of different noises. You can listen to some of their calls 

here. http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/barred_owl/id 

 

Mrs. Harris’s class: Michael 

What kinds of owls do you have?  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
As education animals, we have Great Horned Owls, Eastern Screech-owls, and Barred Owls. As 

patients, we have treated those owls...plus Saw-whet Owls (little tiny owls!), Long Eared 

Owls, Barn Owls...maybe one or two other types. 

 

Mrs. Harris’s class: Mea) 

What is your youngest patient? 

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Right now? I'm not sure...I would guess the black bear cub we recently admitted is one of the 

youngest. 

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Black Bear Cub 13-2484 

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
http://wildlifecenter.org/critter-corner/current-patients/black-bear-cub-13-2484 

 

 

http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/barred_owl/id
http://wildlifecenter.org/critter-corner/current-patients/black-bear-cub-13-2484
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Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Can you tell us more about Malcolm? He’s so cool! 

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Of course! Malcolm was once a classroom pet and when the teacher retired, she needed to find 

him a new home. Malcolm is one of the NICEST snakes I have ever met. Yesterday, one 

of our students was introduced to Malcolm, and she had so much fun with him that she 

spent the rest of the afternoon hanging out with Malcolm! 

 

Mrs. Harris’s class: Ricardo 

Have any animals tried to attack or escape before?  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
We are very careful to wear gloves and eye protection so we don't get hurt if an animal is scared 

or angry. Sometimes patients escape, yes. The other day, a little rabbit escaped from her 

enclosure on the day she was supposed to be released. I guess she was just ready to go! 

 

Mrs. Harris’s class: 
How black bears have you released 

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Oh boy. I don't know the exact number...but dozens, I'd say. 

 

Mrs. Harris’s class: (Alex) 
Where and when did you find Jaz?  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Jaz lived at another place before coming to the Wildlife Center, so we didn't actually find her. 

She came to us in 2007 

 

Mrs. Harris’s class: {Dylan} 
Why do the bears play so friendly and not roughly  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
They don't always place nice...they are pretty rough with each other! And I think if we were the 

ones playing with them, it would seem even LESS gentle. We aren't as tough as black 

bears. 

 

Mrs. Harris’s class: (Shreya) 
Have you ever had an owl who got released by one day?  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
We have released owls pretty quickly...yes. Sometimes people bring us animals that end up not 

having terrible injuries, and they get to be released almost as soon as they get to us! 
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Comment: 

I remember when Misty, another barred owl, did a self-release. That's how my 5th graders ended 

up adopting her. (And Gus did a marvelous job filling in!) 

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Ah yes, that was very sad. But I'm glad your class came to know and love Gus. She's pretty cool! 

 

Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Have you ever encountered an animal that needed help because it was attacked? (ta/ 

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Sadly, yes. My cat (who is an indoor only cat) caught a mouse that tried to make a home in my 

house! And the little mouse was badly injured, and I took her to the Wildlife Center. 

 

Mrs. Harris’s class: 
What was the most dangerous animal admitted? Why was it dangerous? 

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Hmm...that's a tough question. The big birds, like eagles, can be dangerous if you aren't careful 

about their feet...they have strong feet and sharp talons! But then, the bobcats are pretty 

tough and strong too...and so are black bears! 

 

Mrs. Harris’s class: (Gabby) 
Why do all the bears fight. Do they really mean it?  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
No, they are play fighting. They just have so much energy! And they are building up the skills 

they might need in the wild...skills to protect themselves! 

 

Mrs. Harris’s class: (Mea) 
Have any of the black bears got heart playing 

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
I don't think any of them have been hurt yet. Not that we have noticed. 

 

Mrs. Harris’s class: (Kayla) 

What are many of the bear causes for admissions?  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Sadly, many of the cubs were orphaned after their mothers were hit by cars. A few others had 

been hurt themselves. 

 

Mrs. Harris’s class: 
I was the one that asked about the zebras can u show us a picture of what u think is the coolest 

animals (THE OTHER NICK!!!!) 
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Raina Krasner, WCV:  
I like the bigger predatory mammals. Like the Bobcat. Can you guys think of any other bigger 

mammals that are predators? 

 

Mrs. Harris’s class: 
When was the opossum admitted, why and what happened to it? (Sophie) 

 

Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Does your opossum's name, and how much does your opossum's weight. 

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
I'm guessing you mean our newest opossum? http://wildlifecenter.org/critter-corner/current-

patients/virginia-opossum-13-2013 She doesn't have a name yet...but I think she weighs 

around 600 grams...maybe more now! 

 

Comment: 

That bobcat is beautiful! 

 

Mrs. Harris’s class: 
We LOVED that Bobcat photo!!!Thank you for spending time with us this morning! Our class 

had a lot of fun with you! It was fun for me too because today is my birthday! 

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Great! 

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Happy Birthday! I hope everyone is being very nice to Mrs. Harris on her special day. 

 

http://wildlifecenter.org/critter-corner/current-patients/virginia-opossum-13-2013
http://wildlifecenter.org/critter-corner/current-patients/virginia-opossum-13-2013
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Comment: 

Happy BDay Mrs. Harris.....good to see you again this school year. 

 

Comment: 

What a fun class today. Learned a lot about many critters. Thank you class for all your well 

thought out questions. Come back again soon. 

 

Comment: 

Happy Birthday Mrs. Harris!! 

 

Comment: 

And Happy birthday Mrs. Harris!!!!! 

 

Comment: 

Happy Birthday Mrs. Harris. Your class had great questions. 

 

Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Our class would like to know where everyone is from this morning! 

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Yes....name your state (or country) please! 

 

Comment: 

Happy Birthday and from Michigan 

 

Comment: 

Virginia 

 

Comment: 

Ocean county New Jersey. 

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
(woo hoo!) 

 

Comment: 

WV 

 

Comment: 

Virginia Beach Va 

 

Comment: 

North Carolina 

 

Comment: 

NW Indiana ... have a great day all !! 
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Comment: 

Laughlintown PA! 

 

Comment: 

Greenville, South Carolina 

 

Comment: 

Happy Birthday Mrs. Harris from Eastern PA! 

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Thanks so much Mrs. Harris and class for being with us today. I hope you learned a lot! 

 

Comment: 

MN.Here 

 

Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Thank you for a great start to our day! Another class will be on with you next week! 

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
I am soo looking forward to it. Enjoy the rest of your birthday, and have a great week! 

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Well, I need to head out now...we have a group of students coming to the Center today for a tour! 

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Bye! 

 


