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August 29, 2013 

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Good Morning! We're just waiting for Mrs. Harris's class to arrive in a few minutes. 

 

Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Good Morning Raina! This is our "red" class with you this morning and it is their first time on 

the chat with you! Are you ready?????!!  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
I'm "red"y :) 

 

Comment: 

hello 'red class'  

 

Mrs. Harris’s class: 
how is that box turtle doing? did you get all the nail polish off (reid)  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Sheldon is doing well. In fact, her new home picked her up yesterday. She is headed back to the 

place she was found...Natural Chimneys. She will be an education animal! How cool is 

that? A former Wildlife Center employee named Kelly works there, and she'll be taking 

care of Sheldon...who is free of nail polish, now. 

 

Mrs. Harris’s class: 
How are you going to get the nail polish off the turtle's shell.  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
We had to scrub a little bit every day..and eventually it rubbed off. It took time, though. And 

patience. 

 

Mrs. Harris’s class: 
What was the youngest animal you have had before? And how old was it?  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
We've actually had babies hatch here at the Wildlife Center. 
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Raina Krasner, WCV:  
http://wildlifecenter.org/critter-corner/archive-patient/egg-hatch-2012 

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Last year, we had some Eastern Ratsnakes and Snapping Turtles hatch. They were adorable! 

 

 
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
That is a baby Snapping Turtle...with it's egg sac still attached. That little sace underneath the 

person's finger...it provides the turtle with nutrients while it's in the egg. 

 

Mrs. Harris’s class: 
What is the most dangerous animal you have ever had (David)  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Hmmm...well, I think most of the animals we treat can be pretty unpredictable. Remember, they 

are all wild...so they don't particularly enjoy humans being near them. But, I guess Black 

Bears and Bobcats are some of the most dangerous animals we treat...because they are 

big and strong. 

 

Mrs. Harris’s class: 
What is the most dangerous animal you have ever worked with? (Stephanie)  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Buddy, our Bald Eagle! He is the non-releasable Bald Eagle that lives here at the Center. His 

beak is crooked, so he can't bite me very hard...but eagles have big, strong feet...so I have 

to wear a thick leather glove to protect my arm when I hold him. 

 

 

http://wildlifecenter.org/critter-corner/archive-patient/egg-hatch-2012
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Raina Krasner, WCV:  
You can see my glove in this picture....to the left. 

 

Mrs. Harris’s class: 
How are you treating the bold eagle?(Will)  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
I think you mean this Bald Eagle? http://wildlifecenter.org/critter-corner/current-patients/bald-

eagle-13-2422 

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
This eagle has an injured shoulder, so we put a bandage on and it took some time to heal. We 

gave the eagle medicine, and let the bird rest in an enclosure. So far, the eagle is doing 

well. 

 

Mrs. Harris’s class: 
About how many animals have you rescued each year? (Dan)  

 

Mrs. Harris’s class: 
What animal did you get the most of this year? (Hannah)  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Every year, we admit around 2,600 animals. And usual Eastern Cottontail rabbits are the most 

commonly admitted animal. 

 

Mrs. Harris’s class: 
What was the least dangerous animal that you ever rescued? (Pavlo)  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Hmm...perhaps the little songbirds? Like a chickadee! 

 

 
 

Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Is it true that Peregrine Falcons see 120 frames per second if not how any is it? (Noah)  

 

 

 



Classroom: Mrs. Harris 4 11/5/2013 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
That is a really great question. I don't know how many frames per second a Peregrine Falcon 

sees....but I do know that it is WAY more than a human, and that means they can keep 

better track of animals that are moving quickly...like, maybe a little chickadee that's 

trying to fly away from the falcon that wants to eat her! 

 

Mrs. Harris’s class: 
What is your favorite animal you rescued? (Collin)  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
That's a tough one...I really like most of the animals that we rescue at the Wildlife Center. But 

maybe my favorite is the Eastern Ratsnake. 

 

Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Have you ever had a fox (Ian)  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
We have! We've had Red Fox and Gray Fox patients. They are both really interesting animals. 

 

Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Do you have a patient you like to work with most? (Logan)  

 

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
I actually don't work with the patients...the animals I work with are the education animals. Most 

of them were former patients of the Wildlife Center, and none of them can be released 

into the wild. 

 

Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Have you caught an aquatic animals?(Michael)  

 

Mrs. Harris’s class: 
What is the funnest animal you have had? (Dylan)  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Hmm...no aquatic animals, really. But we treat waterfowl (birds that live in or near water) and I 

think that Mallards are some of the funnest patients we treat. We let them swim in a little 

tub in the hospital, and they can be so fun to watch! 

 

Mrs. Harris’s class: 
What is the your favorite animal you have had so far..and why is it your favorite animal? (Reid)  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
That's a tough one...I think right now I'm most fascinated with the bear cub patients. They have 

so many different stories! 
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Raina Krasner, WCV:  
http://wildlifecenter.org/critter-corner/current-patients/black-bear-cubs-2013 

 

Mrs. Harris’s class: 
What is the most exotic animal you have cared for. (Andrew)  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Well, the Wildlife Center usually only treats native animals...but early this year, we treated a 

Trumpeter Swan. They don't normally live here in Virginia, so that was pretty exciting! 

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
http://wildlifecenter.org/critter-corner/archive-patient/trumpeter-swan-13-1020 

 

Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Do you have to stay up at night to treat nocturnal animals? (Oliver)  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
We do not. The people that take care of the patients will give nocturnal animals their food later 

in the day, and usually those animals will eat overnight. But we don't need to stay here 

overnight just to take care of them. We can wake them up during the daylight hours if we 

need to! 

 

Mrs. Harris’s class: 
How many years have you been working at the Wild life Center(David)  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
About one year and three months. 

 

Mrs. Harris’s class: 
How fast does the peregrine falcon fly? (Matt)  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
A Peregrine Falcon is the fastest animal in the world...when they dive after their food (called 

"stooping") they can fly at speeds of close to 240 miles per hour! 

 

Mrs. Harris’s class: 
What are you treating the red shoulderd hawk for ?(Wil)  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
http://wildlifecenter.org/critter-corner/current-patients/red-shouldered-hawk-13-2165 

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
This Red-shouldered hawk was hit by a car, we think. It had a broken leg and some bruises. Dr. 

Kristin (a veterinarian) had to perform surgery to fix the broken leg. She put metal pins in 

the leg to help keep the broken bones in place. You can pictures in the story I just posted. 

 

http://wildlifecenter.org/critter-corner/current-patients/black-bear-cubs-2013
http://wildlifecenter.org/critter-corner/archive-patient/trumpeter-swan-13-1020
http://wildlifecenter.org/critter-corner/current-patients/red-shouldered-hawk-13-2165
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Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Have you ever had a patient die? (Collin)  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Sadly, yes. Patients do sometimes die. Sometimes they have really terrible injuries and just don't 

live very long after they are admitted. Sometimes, everything seems like it's going 

fine...and we are surprised when they pass away. 

 

Mrs. Harris’s class: 
What time of day are the bears not active? Every time we go on, the are always active. (Hannah)  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Oh goodness...it doesn't seem like they sleep very much, does it? I'm really not sure they have a 

set time that they decide to settle down...but probably overnight, they will sleep then. 

 

Mrs. Harris’s class: 
What does the fox say? (taylor)  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Ha! Actually, foxes make lots of different noises! They can be very vocal! 

 

Mrs. Harris’s class: 
What is the pattern of the eastern rat snake? I've heard that theres a poisonous snake that looks 

just like it! (Tatiana)  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
That's a great question! The Eastern Ratsnake does have a visible pattern when they are young. 

Some people confuse them with Northern Copperheads, which is a venomonous snake. 

But Eastern Ratsnakes are harmless. 

 

 
 

Mrs. Harris’s class: 
What do you feed the black cubs (MAttheW)  
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Raina Krasner, WCV:  
The Black Bear cubs eat many pounds of food each day...they eat seeds, nuts, fruits, vegetables, 

leafy greens, dog food, fish, mice...bears in the wild are omnivores, so they will eat a 

little bit of everything. We try to give them lots of variety. 

 

Mrs. Harris’s class: 
What are the bears names. How many do you have ,and are the bears up at night or do they 

sleep? (Reid)  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
The bears do not have names, since they are patients will soon be released back into the wild. We 

have 16 cubs right now. I have never been near them at night, but they likely sleep. They 

are not nocturnal animals. 

 

Comment: 

We have some very good questions this morning, Raina!  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Absolutely! 

 

Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Do you have to bring in live prey for the meat eaters (Ian)  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
We do live-prey testing for some of our patients before they are released. We call it "chick 

school" or "mouse school", and many of our birds and predatory patients need to show us 

that they are able to hunt. 

 

Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Have you ever had to rescue a stray animal such as a dog or cat?  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
No, we only help wild animals. Not animals that might be pets, like dogs or cats or horses or 

parrots....only the animals that live in the wild here in Virginia. 

 

Mrs. Harris’s class: 
The bell is going to ring here in NJ and we need to go. Could we find out where everyone is from 

this morning so we can complete our map work? Thank you for a great start to our day!  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Ohh yes! 

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Where is everyone from today here on the chat? 
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Comment: 

Cape Cod, Massachusetts  

 

Comment: 

Great questions class. New Jersey here. Come back soon.  

 

Comment: 

Great questions students. Hi from Connecticut  

 

Comment: 

Laughlintown PA here this morning! Great class!!  

 

Comment: 

I am from Dublin, Ohio  

 

Comment: 

Great questions class. Enjoyed it. I'm in Tampa Bay area of Florida.  

 

Comment: 

Thank you for a great class, Mrs. H's students and Raina, from our 19 special needs kids who are 

so fortunate to live quite near WCV!  

 

Comment: 

Great questions  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Agreed. 

 

Comment: 

Grand Junction, CO. Great questions  

 

Comment: 

Charleston South Carolina. Thanks Raina and Mrs Harris and class  

 

Comment: 

Thanks for a great class. Delray Beach FL  

 

Comment: 

Hi from Oklahoma.  

 

Comment: 

Great session today, learn so much from our friends in Mrs. Harris's class. See you later from 

Virginia.  

 

Comment: 

Great class today...Thank you. I'm from Harrisburg, PA.  
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Comment: 

Hello from snowy Edmonton Alberta  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
My computer was reallly slow this morning, and I have a few unanswered questions...so I'll 

answer them now for the class to read back! 

 

Mrs. Harris’s class: 
What was the longest amount of time that you kept a animal. (Dan)  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Since I have been at the Wildlife Center, I remember one patient in particular that was with us 

for a loooong time. It was a Yellow-bellied Slider (a turtle) that was with us for almost 

300 days! 

 

Mrs. Harris’s class: 
How many calls do you get every day to go out and bring back the animals? (Pavlo)  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
We get many, many calls everyday...especially in the spring and summer when people are 

concerned about the baby animals living in their backyards. But we don't usually need to 

go out and rescue the animals. Most of the time people will bring the animals to us, or 

some of our volunteer transporters will bring the animals to the Wildlife 

Center...sometimes they bring the animals very far distances. 

 

Mrs. Harris’s class: 
How many animals have you released? (Michael)  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
The Wildlife Center has released thousands of animals. Recently, we released a Peregrine 

Falcon. This story has some pictures...and a video of the release! 

http://wildlifecenter.org/critter-corner/current-patients/peregrine-falcon-13-2538 

 

Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Does an Owl see 24 rames Per Second or is it like a Peregrine Falcon (Noah)  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
I think I just might need to read up on raptor eyes for the next time the red class is on...you have 

some tough eye questions that I just don’t have answers to! 

 

Mrs. Harris’s class: 
What animal is the heaviest you have rescued? How heavy was it? (Oliver)  

 

Mrs. Harris’s class: 
What was the biggest animal you ever had.(Matthew)  

http://wildlifecenter.org/critter-corner/current-patients/peregrine-falcon-13-2538
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Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Probably an adult black bear...they can weigh hundreds of pounds. 

 

Mrs. Harris’s class: 
What is the coolest animal you have ever worked with, and why? (Stephanie)  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Our education snakes! Because they climb trees...really well...with no legs. Can you imagine 

climbing a tree with your arms and legs tied behind your back?? That would be really, 

really hard. So I am very impressed by snakes. 

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Ok...that's all the questions from the class! 

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Oh...we have a couple more states. 

 

Comment: 

Taylors, South Carolina  

 

Comment: 

Greetings from South Vienna, OH  

 

Comment: 

Akron, OH  

 

Comment: 

Good morning everyone from northern New Jersey. Great questions class!  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Thanks so much for joining us today class...and everyone else on the chat! 

 

 

 

 


