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September 12, 2011 

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s class: 
Good morning, Miss Amanda (and all our adopted "aunts and uncles :). We are sad to hear about 

Misty's 'field trip'. We are keeping our fingers crossed that she will come home soon.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Good morning Mrs. Matheson's class! Yes, we've had quite a weekend here at the Wildlife 

Center and are also very sad about Misty's "field trip". We looked for her Saturday and 

Sunday, and will continue the search this week.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s class: 
We hypothesize (for Dr. Miranda) that her eyes must have gotten better if she was able to get to 

the top of a 60 foot tree.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Misty does have eye injuries to both eyes that appear to be permanent, but we do think she can 

see better than some of our other "blind" birds -- for example, Pignoli, our one eye 

screech owl can't see well at all! Misty has always done well in her larger enclosure, so 

we know she can at least hit perches and apparently she had quite the flight over a rather 

large pond as well.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s class: 
How exactly did she manage to get loose?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Misty was at an event at a vineyard and was sitting out on a portable perch. She was secured to 

her perch. Firstly a brief terminology lesson on the equipment we used for our education 

birds: our education birds wear leather anklets -- kind of like bracelets -- around their 

ankles/feet.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
On each anklet, there is a leather strip called a "jess" -- these jesses hang down and help the 

handler keep the bird under control. The jesses are attached with a metal "swivel" and 

then the swivel is attached to a rope "leash". So her leash was tied to her perch -- to keep 

her there -- but sadly, the double knot at the end of her leash slipped through the swivel -- 

and she got away.  

 

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s class: 
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Do you think if Misty gets hungry enough she will go to people looking for a nice, juicy mouse?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I certainly hope so. She's been with us for two years, and while she's still a "wild owl", she is 

definitely used to people serving her dinner. So I hope that if she gets hungry, she'll go 

towards the people-areas up there. We've taken some dead mice with us when out 

searching, in case we can coax her over -- owls seem more reluctant to do that in general 

(as opposed to a hawk or falcon) but you never know. We also had falconers out with us 

yesterday with some lures and traps -- in hopes that if we saw her, we could get her to go 

into a trap with some nice tasty food.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s class: 
We are keeping our fingers crossed for her safe and quick return. If not, we hope she does well at 

hunting - she would remember how to hunt live things?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I think she would definitely remember that -- she's an experienced bird, since she came here as 

an adult. Our big concern at the moment is that with her equipment on, she may have a 

hard time sneaking up on something -- since owls need to be quiet as they hunt at night. 

But again, maybe she'll head back the people areas -- where people are, there are also 

things like mice and such, so maybe it will be easier for her to find something there and 

someone will see her.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s class: 
Giselle said that everyone in the area should put dead mice in their backyards. lol  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Hmmm, they may have all sorts of visitors then!!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s class: 
When Misty arrived at WCV, did she have other injuries besides her eyes?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
No, her eye injuries were the only thing. Her record says general "head trauma", but for owls, 

that typically means eye injuries since their eyes are so large!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s class: 
Does Misty do any cool tricks or other cool stuff (besides flying away without permission)? John  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Well, not tricks like you'd probably think -- no "shaking" or "sitting" or anything like that -- but 

it does amaze me that she's so tolerant of us. To be used as an education bird, she had to 

learn to allow people to approach her and then to "step up" on a handler's gloved fist ... 

and to then sit quietly while in front of crowds of people. Knowing what I know about the 

patients that come through here, and knowing how much they dislike us handling them, 
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it's amazing to me that she learned to do that simple "step up" and sit quietly around 

people.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s class: 
We hypothesize that Misty hurt her eyes by flying into the hospital (window). Is that what you 

think as well?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Yes, that's what we think too. Birds often can hit windows when they see the landscape (or night 

sky) reflected -- and since she was found right beside the hospital with head trauma, that 

seems like a likely scenario.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s class: 
Would Misty eat a bat?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I think there's a good possibility of that. I thought of that last night when we were out searching -

- lots of bats in the area!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Ah, as you can see, they are catching up the hawks right now for their foot and feather checks!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s class: 
Speaking of feather checks - What is Misty's main feather color? Destiny  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
She's mostly gray-brown in color, I'd say. Well camouflaged!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s class: 
What do you check for when looking at their feet? (Misty's or other birds?)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Good question. We look for any redness or smoothness on their feet -- signs that they can be 

developing something called "bumblefoot" -- kind of like bed sores on your feet. Raptor 

feet are covered in very small bumps -- called papillae -- and sometimes if they sit around 

a lot (aren't as active due to the rehab setting), they can develop problems. Proper 

perching material helps prevent against that.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s class: 
How fast would Misty fly (or barred owls in general)?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Oh my ... let's see, I think maybe 35-40 miles per hour?  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s class: 
How long is Misty from beak to tail?  
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Hmmm! I can't say we've measured her in that aspect -- usually they sit about 17-24 inches tall, 

and she's not particularly small for an owl, so I'd say on the bigger end of that range.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s class: 
When looking at Misty's August checkup , we noticed that if she's 2 feet tall, how can she weigh 

only 1 pound?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Birds are deceiving! They do look much heavier than they really are -- people make that 

comment about Buddy the eagle all the time too. That's because birds have hollow bones, 

and their feathers make them look much larger too -- but remember, feathers are pretty 

light. Birds have to be well-designed so that they can fly easily -- otherwise it's too much 

work to keep flapping and carry that big weight around!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s class: 
We also noticed that she weighed 1.7 pounds, which looks to be about .6 more than a 'normal 

barred owl'. We hypothesize that because she doesn't exercise, or eats Gus's food, or 

because she was bigger than a regular barred owl.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
In the raptor world, females are also bigger than the males -- so since she is a bit on the heavier 

side, that's why we suspect (but don't know for sure!) that she's a girl. And yes, you're 

right, she doesn't exercise much either, so that could also be a factor!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s class: 
Do Misty and Gus get along (like BFF's) - Genesis and Jose; Do they have swinging perches like 

NX & KS?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
They tolerate each other, I'd say! I don't see them hanging out a lot like BFF's ... more like Misty 

prefers one perch and Gus prefers another and that's where they hang out. But they never 

seem to pick on each other or anything! They do have a swinging perch -- a little bit 

different in terms of how it hangs, but it does move. But Misty really prefers her big "owl 

box" in the back of her enclosure.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s class: 
Since Misty has a roommate, we have a few questions about Gus - Is he 'fat' or 'fluffy'? When 

was Gus found? What is wrong with Gus (can't be released)? Asia, Jose  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Gus sometimes is a little overweight -- but he is also very fluffy so may look a bit "rounder" than 

Misty does. He was found back in April of 1994 as a young owl -- so he is 17 years old. 

Someone had found Gus as a young owl and kept him as a pet -- without knowing that it's 
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illegal to keep an owl as a pet! By the time he came here to us, he had imprinted upon 

people -- so essentially, he doesn't really know that he's a Barred Owl.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s class: 
Why do owls have big eyes? Jose  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
So they can see well at night! The huge size of the owls eyes are a special shape -- and they have 

special parts in their eyes that help them see in low-light situations. Owl eyes are also 

fixed in their heads -- so they can't move their eyes like we can (try it: without moving 

your head, you can move your eyes to the right or the left to see what your neighbor is 

doing). Owls can't do that, but they can swivel their head around to look behind them. 

That's so they can get a wide range of motion to look around without having to move 

their bodies -- remember, it's all about being quiet when you're out at night!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s class: 
Are there owl year like dog years?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Ha! I can't say I've ever heard of that ... but maybe you guys could come up with how many 

people years = owl years! Barred Owls may live to be 10-15 in the wild (barring anything 

bad happening) and can live much longer in captivity.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s class: 
You wouldn't believe how quiet it just got in here with my 5th graders trying to do the head/eye 

thing!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Ha! A good trick then!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s class: 
Do barred owls have anything in common with great horned owls besides being owls and 

hooting? Alex  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Well, they are both nocturnal -- so are out hunting at night. That's the way with most owls. Owls 

in general also fly silently (or they should -- we have some here at the Center who can't 

and that's why they can't be released). If you think about their lifestyle -- being up at 

night, hunting their food in the dark -- everything about them is adapted to that particular 

life. They fly silently, they can see well in low-light situations, and they have excellent 

hearing. Owl ears are asymmetrical -- so one sits up higher on one side of their head, the 

other is lower. That's so they can really pinpoint where noise is coming from when they 

are hunting and can swoop in on an unsuspecting mouse. A lot of those things apply to 

owls in general ... and actually, their calls are quite different!  
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/barred_owl/id There is a nice link on here for Barred Owl 

calls -- all different kinds. We were playing some of these in the woods yesterday to try 

to call Misty in.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s class: 
How do you save owls?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Well, it really depends on why they're here. We see a lot of owls that are hit by cars, and have 

eye problems. Many of those require months of care and treatment to help fix their eyes 

and give them time to heal. Sometimes we see just young orphaned owls too -- so we just 

give them time and food while they grow up and learn to fly and hunt.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
One reason why so many owls -- and patients in general here -- are hit by cars is due to the fact 

that there's so much litter out there -- even biodegradable little like apple cores and 

banana peels. Animals like opossums and mice and other little things come out to eat that 

food and check out what's for dinner -- and then sometimes the animals that hunt them 

can be hit by cars. Which is why it's good to not throw ANYTHING outside of your car 

window!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s class: 
How far can an owl turn its head?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
As much as 270 degrees in either direction. If you feel the back of your neck, you can feel your 

vertebrae there -- the parts of your body that help you turn your head. Owls have twice as 

many as humans -- so can go much farther around!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s class: 
How long does Misty sleep? Does she take naps or sleep for a long time like people? Andrew's 

mom  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
That's a good question. Barred owls in general are pretty inactive during the day -- but Misty of 

course always has an eye on what's going on when people are out in front of her 

enclosure. I guess we may keep her up a little during the day with our activities and 

passing by her enclosure all the time. So I imagine she takes many shorter naps!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s class: 
How many animals are there at WCV? Alex and Samantha wants know how are the baby 

squirrels are doing?  

 

 

 

http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/barred_owl/id
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Right now we have 151 patients -- and then about two dozen education animals. The baby 

squirrels are doing well -- they are growing up, which is nice for the rehab staff! Getting 

older means less feedings a day, so I think most of the squirrels are at a three or four 

times a day feeding schedule (rather than five or six).  

 

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s class: 
Do baby squirrels get sick from eating people food? Andrew and his mom  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Yes, they could get sick from eating people food. Many kind of wildlife have very sensitive 

stomachs and each have their own special requirements for food. So even giving a 

squirrel regular cow's milk can make they very sick -- they just can't digest it.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s class: 
When do owls molt? Do they do it when they have babies?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Owls usually molt in the summer time -- or at least they do here in Virginia! They often lay eggs 

in the early spring though -- March/April for Barred Owls, even earlier for Great Horned 

owls. Misty didn't do a big molt this year -- at least of her head -- her roommate Gus did 

though and he looked pretty ridiculous. I don’t think I have any photos of that though!!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s class: 
Asia wants to know if it's okay to feed bread to ducks.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Actually, bread can be really bad for ducks -- they'll eat it for sure, but it ends up filling them up 

and then they don't want to eat the food that's better for them. Sometimes young ducks 

that eat too much bread can have problems as they get bigger -- their bones are weak and 

they can have wing problems.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s class: 
Kind of like children eating too much candy, right?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Exactly! As fun as it is to eat ... if you ate nothing but cookies and candy, you'd have some funny 

looking bones!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s class: 
Who is the oldest owl at WCV?  
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Gus is definitely the owl that we've had the longest, and we do know he's 17. Pignoli, Alex, 

Misty, and Quinn all came to us as adults -- so they could be as old as Gus, I guess, but 

we just don't know for sure!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s class: 
Alex wants to know why there is only one critter cam?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Oh Alex, you and the rest of the world! :) We will hopefully get more critter cams up and rolling 

soon -- but have some work to do to make it happen first (digging underground to lay 

cam lines and things like that).  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s class: 
Joan wants to know who is the oldest animal of all?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Well, our oldest education animal at the moment is Junior the Golden Eagle. He came to us in 

1985 -- so is at least 26 years old!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s class: 
We were reading Dr. Miranda's discussion from last week and talked about euthanasia - can you 

explain what happens.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Yes. When the vets are unable to fix the animal, and it is suffering, sometimes the best thing we 

can do for the animal is to euthanize it. We can do it in a couple of ways, but probably the 

main way is to put the animal under anesthesia -- so put a mask over the face and they 

breathe in some gas that makes them sleepy. Once they are asleep, the vets give the 

animal a shot to euthanize it. This is the least stressful way we can do that -- so it's not 

painful, they just "go to sleep".  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s class: 
When you fed Misty and Gus, did their food get put into one pile or spread out around where 

they perch? Andrew's mom (boy, she has great questions)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Ah, good question! Yes, they definitely get their own pile -- we can help them "share" by leaving 

their food near their favorite perch. We do that for all of the animals that are living 

together -- so even for animals that may not have a favorite perch (like the eagles), we'll 

try to scatter food around the enclosure so that it's not all in one spot. Too easy for 

someone to hog all the food that way!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s class: 
How many eggs do barred owls have?  
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
They usually lay 2-3 eggs, which hatch after about a month or a little more.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s class: 
What is the smallest animal you've ever had there? What was the biggest?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Well, normally I'd think of our tiny little hummingbirds that come in -- they are very small and 

delicate! But after this summer, I'd have to say our smallest patient yet was a baby 

ringnecked snake -- he was so tiny, when Dr. Miranda weighed him, he didn't even 

register at 1 gram! http://www.wildlifecenter.org/wp/2011/07/ring-necked-snake/ The 

biggest patient would have to be a black bear -- they can be hundreds of pounds, and 

we've had some here who have been injured and we can barely (bearly -- ha ha) fit them 

on our x-tray or treatment table!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s class: 
We need to head out to Art so we can work on our owl trading cards. But, one last "challenge" 

question from Destiny: Which is faster a lizard or a cheetah?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Oh, you guys and the hard questions!! I'm sure there is some lizard or cheetah expert out there ... 

I'd guess cheetah. But feel free to correct me someone! Maybe a lizard riding a cheetah?  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s class: 
My goodness, this has been a quick hour!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
It has been! Thank you guys so much for joining us again and have fun with your owl trading 

cards. We will keep you posted as to any Misty updates that we have ... we'll continue the 

search this week.  

 

Comment: 

Thank you, Amanda. This was fantastic!  

 

Comment: 

Mrs. Matheson's class is doing nice work with hypothesizing! I commend you class! You are a 

very smart group...much smarter than many adults I know! I learned a lot from your 

hypothesis and all the questions you asked. Great job :)  

 

Comment: 

Mrs. Matheson, you are a wonderful lady. Allowing and giving the opportunity to kids to ask 

questions is such a beautiful thing to do. It is a true testament of your love of children! 

Thank you so much.  

 

Comment: 

Wow, are these kids smart and ask excellent questions. You rock, class!  
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Comment: 

Thank you Amanda and Mrs. Matheson, once again I have found this very interesting and have 

learned many new things.  

 

Comment: 

The kids sure do ask amazing questions! :) I love the critter in the classroom times because they 

ask things none of us "adults" dare to lol. I wondered though, how did Misty get her 

name?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Misty was actually named after one of our former education preceptorship students/volunteers.  

 

Comment: 

Great questions and answers. These kids are smart! Thank you Amanda and class.  

 

Comment: 

Mrs. Matheson is a wonderful teacher! How lucky her class is to have her as their teacher. 

Amanda, great job!  

 

Comment: 

Great job Mrs. Matheson's class! They did a wonderful job hypothesizing and reasoning! I wish 

Mrs. Matheson had been MY teacher!!!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I know, right? I wish we had stuff like cam in the classroom when I was in school! 

 

Comment: 

 I know if I’d had a teacher like Mrs. Matheson i probably would have decided on a career with 

animals instead of now thinking about it as a career after retirement....  

 

Comment: 

Just to say we all feel bad also about Misty. We said a little prayer for her this morning before 

starting class. Keep your chins up. She will be fine. Sorry for dropping in on your time.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Thank you, Miss Lily's class!!  

 

Comment: 

I also have to commend Mrs. Matheson for the job she is doing with her students! It's wonderful 

to see that she is not only teaching them the 3 R's but also giving them valuable 

information for their futures!! Great Job to Mrs. Matheson and her class!!  

 


