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August 16, 2013 

 

Congowings:   
Hi Jaime and welcome to WCV's Moderated Discussion! So nice of you to take the time to 

answer everyone's questions. To keep the Moderated Discussion from becoming too fast 

for Jaime - we ask viewers to please limit the posts to questions directed to Jaime Sajecki. 

At the end of the session your personal comments to Jaime will be posted. Thank you for 

your understanding. 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  

HELLO CRITTER NATION!!!! I want to say a heartfelt thank you to all of you for supporting 

VDGIF and the WCV, for wanting to learn about bears, for being interested in how the 

VDGIF manages (the most awesome) wildlife in Virginia, and for taking what you learn 

and teaching others (hint hint). In recent months I have put some updated information on 

our website (http://www.dgif.virginia.gov/wildlife/bear/) including some good videos and 

how-to instructions. If you haven’t checked it out recently please do. There are also links 

to some really good sites like the Living with Wildlife Foundation and Bear Smart (to 

name a few) that have compiled a ton of great information on preventing conflicts. 

 So I’ve done some stretching, am hooked up to my coffee IV, and ready to answer your 

questions! I will try to get to as many as I can, and answer them as thoroughly as I can 

but if you have a question that I don’t answer to your satisfaction please email me 

jaime.sajecki@dgif.virginia.gov or give me a call 804-652-7921. Also in my own defense 

(and I’ve said this before), I am a terrible speller, there is no spell check on my outdated 

browser, and I am typing as fast as I can to keep up with questions so I apologize in 

advance for what I do to the English language in the next hour. 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

Hi everyone ... thanks for tuning in! Just wanted to say Hi and thanks to Jaime for spending time 

with us today! 

 

Comment: 

Question for Jaime:I don't know how to put this delicately, but do the bear cubs have one spot 

they use as a latrine, like some other animals do? I have never observed any of the cubs 

defecate as they run around, nor have I seen piles of scat on the floor.  
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Jaime Sajecki:  
Ha ha, i thought I would answer that first. I think they just go when they need to. Oudoors you 

usually see piles wherever they are eating. 

Comment: 

***Question for Jaime S on Friday: Because it is the nature of our critter nation cam watchers to 

worry, and many have worried about 1 (or more) cub who is frequently seen pacing 

repeatedly, I am hoping you will talk about what this behavior might indicate, and other 

behaviors of bears in captivity we might expect to see  

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
I am really not at all an expert on captive animals (bears or otherwise). Most everything I had 

learned about cub behaviors in captivity came from Lisa Stewart, the now Executive 

Director of the Black Bear Solar Institute http://blackbearsolarinstitute.org/. Also the 

WCV staff keeps me informed regularly of interesting or unusual things they observe. I 

do know that bears all have different personalities; some just take life as it comes and 

some are a lot more high strung. We had a bear at the Virginia Tech Facility last winter 

that wouldn’t stop pacing or biting the enclosure. We let her go early. Some animals, like 

people are just not happy if they are deprived of their nature to be wild and free. If the 

pacing cub starts exhibiting behaviors that cause injury, we will most likely let that one 

go a little early. 

 

Comment: 

For Jaime. Hi Jaime! I understand you get an opportunity to watch the critter cam now and then. 

Have you gleaned any new info about the bears pertaining to interaction, etc? Thanks  

 

Comment: 

Jaime, I was wondering if having the 16 cubs, from just a few weeks old to now to view has been 

a unique opportunity for you? Have you been able to learn anything new from them and 

if so what type of information have you learned?  

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
It has been awesome to be able to watch them. Bears are so amazing to watch in general. 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
It has been a real help to have the WCV staff fill me in on things that are happening. If anything I 

have learned that I will never not be amazed by them 

 

Comment: 

Question for Jaime - what speeds can bears reach when running in the wild?  

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
30 miles an hour. For their build and size they are really fast. 

 

Comment: 

Question for Jaime - Here in New Mexico, we've been in an extreme drought for 3 years. The 

Sandia Mtns, which are literally in Albuquerque's backyard on its east side, produced no 
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mast crop this year which sent dozens (and dozens!) of bears into town - not just in the 

foothills, either, some have made it half-way across town down to the Rio Grande 

looking for food and water. At least a dozen have been put down as of a week ago. One 

broke into a house and bit a man on the hand as he was trying to keep a door closed. Most 

people, including local officials, want diversionary feedings done high in the mountains 

to keep the bears and the people/property safe. Game&Fish says that that would cause 

more problems than it would solve and, so far, says no. I was wondering how Virginia 

would approach this type of problem?  

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
Each state’s policies and guidelines are different. We have policies and guidelines that are built 

upon a great deal of biological and state/species specific information and a publicly 

derived Black Bear Management Plan 

(http://www.dgif.virginia.gov/wildlife/bear/blackbearmanagementplan.pdf ) that is the 

basis for all of our management decisions. We also have bears pretty much all over the 

state… all the time. Some unfortunately spend a lot of time in neighborhood trash cans. 

Our emphasis is on the citizen shared responsibility to keep bears wild. We rarely have to 

capture and kill one that is deemed a public safety risk (even in years of food failures). In 

many of the cases where we do, it is because people have been feeding it for an extended 

period of time. Feeding bears is illegal in VA, even inadvertent feeding. We have this law 

so that we do not have bears that become habituated or dependant on human foods and 

they stay wild. 

 

Comment: 

Jaime, would you tell us how your interest in wildlife started and your journey began and where 

it is now. You have now become a pro in your expertise which we all admire. We thank 

you so much for that!  

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
The quick answer is my awesome parents. I think I also answered that question before, check out 

the WCV archives. 

 

Thanks for asking! 

 

Comment: 

?? for Jaime: have noticed many of the bearcubs rubbing their lower bellies, draped over a log, 

actually for quite a while -- which seems to be more than just leaving their scent. Is this 

just a scratching thing, a scent thing, or something related to their little hormones getting 

the first boost of new life?  

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
Bears do a lot of things because they feel good, they do get itchy though. I have a lot of video of 

wild bears scratching like that. It is pretty funny to watch. 

 

 

 

http://www.dgif.virginia.gov/wildlife/bear/blackbearmanagementplan.pdf
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Comment: 

A sad question for Jaime: Is it legal in Virginia to hunt bear purely for the sport? (IE not to take 

it for the meat)  

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
We have a law that addresses your question I believe: 4VAC15-40-250. Wanton waste. No 

person shall kill or cripple and knowingly allow any nonmigratory game bird or game 

animal to be wasted without making a reasonable effort to retrieve the animal and retain 

it in their possession. We surveyed hunters a couple years ago to find out what they did 

with the bears they harvested. 76% said they ate the meat while 22% said they donated 

the meat. Hunters here view these animals differently than people who go to a high fence 

game farm to kill a penned rhinoceros or whatever. Bear hunters really value and cherish 

bears in this state and most really like to eat the meat. 

 

Comment: 

for Jaime: not to humanize, but, these 16 bears are sharing a bond of some sort until Jan, so, 

when they need to be split up in groups for release, how can that not affect them, or is it 

wildlife adjusts to change easier than humans. and also, what about i thought there were 

one or two siblings in this group. Thank you Jaime.  

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
Normally, bear cubs in the wild would spend the winter denning with their mother and sibs and 

then come spring would be set out on their own. Sometimes siblings stay together at this 

point but most times they go their separate ways because as adults they are primarily 

solitary. Although we plan to keep them in groups, releasing all of them in the same place 

will not benefit them at all. There are only so many resources in one area..den sites, food, 

etc. Adding 16 bears to a small area (on top of the other bears that are already there) 

would not help their survival in the long term. 

 

Comment: 

Without any cub mates or siblings, what would a cub this age be doing in the wild? In 

comparison, think it would be rather boring. Just wondering.  

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
Animals really do not experience “boredom” in the wild like they appear to in some long term 

captive situations. In the wild, bears are always on the lookout for food and danger. 

Single cubs would be busy investigating their environment by biting, climbing, sniffing, 

and seeing what happens when they touch something. This is how they learn and 

although it just looks like a lot of fun to us, they are gaining information and learning 

skills to use throughout their lives. Single cubs can have an advantage in the wild because 

they don’t have to share the resources (think food) with other siblings. This can matter a 

great deal in years with little food, if the mother is not in great shape she may not be able 

to adequately feed multiple cubs. The cubs also will fight for prime space on the mother 

(best milk producing teats). Watch our living with bear video, the cubs at 0:54-:059 have 

hair missing on their snouts from competing with each other for milk. 
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Comment: 

Jaime, how does DGIF decide the various release locations for these 16 cubs?  

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
We look at factors like the habitat quality, how many bears are in the area already, how close the 

site is to human residences. 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
We like to give all the released bears the best chance we can by putting them as far from people 

and roads as possible 

 

Comment: 

Question for Jaime: Since the Va. Tech orphaned bear program is closed, had the WCV not 

accepted care of these cubs would the outcome have been euthanasia for most, if not all 

of these cubs?  

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
VT has actually been operational since last fall. https://www.facebook.com/VTBearCenter. 

We fostered 3 cubs in there this spring in addition to the ones we brought to WCV. VT needed to 

make some improvements and repairs and just as we are helping financially with the 

WCV facility, we have also given about $50K+ to VT over the last 3 years to get their 

facility back up and running. In the 2 years we did not have VT or WCV we did foster 

some bears with wild females and one was brought to the ABR when Lisa Stewart was 

there. This is the most orphan cubs we have had in once year by far. So now we have two 

fully functioning facilities for the foreseeable future which is really great. 

 

Comment: 

Hi Jaime. Welcome back to the chatroom. Do you know if bears recognize each other in the 

wild?  

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
Yes, male home ranges usually contain multiple female home ranges. They are all familiar with 

each other by scent usually. 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
They leave signs of themselves around also so that other bears know who is in the area. 

 

Comment: 

Question for Jaime: Can you explain about the probable behavior of the cubs when they are 

released in January? Even if released in 3 or 4's will they stay together? I know you don't 

know exactly, but do you have any data that shows how yearlings behave?  

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
I have talked to a number of professionals about this including people that have a great deal of 

experience with orphan releases. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/VTBearCenter
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Jaime Sajecki:  
The hope and expectation is that they will find a den and settle in for the winter. They will most 

likely be pretty well stocked up on fat by the time we get them out so they will have a 

good head start. 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
Also it is not even really necessary for us to construct artificial dens since they will sometimes 

move and find a place they like better. It is hard to say if they will stay in groups, 

depends on the location they find. I think they might if the groups are small enough 

 

Comment: 

Jaime: My 91 year old mother doesn't want a composter at our summer cottage, because she 

thinks the bears will be attracted to it. It is a tumbling composter, completely enclosed. 

Do you see this as an attraction for bears?  

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
Unless the composter is smell proof it could certainly attract bears. They would be more likely to 

be attracted to birdfeeders or garbage first. I applaud her for thinking about that. She 

could always put a little electric fence around it. 

 

Comment: 

What do you expect these bears to weigh when they are moved to phase 2 enclosure? What is 

their expected weight when they will be released? They are growing by the minute!  

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
That’s a good question! It depends on what/how much they are fed in the next few months. 

Normally wild cubs would be 40-60 pounds, some larger some smaller. 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
I anticipate that these will be bigger than that. There is a balance though because if they are way 

too fat they will have a harder time escaping from predators. 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
We released a really fat cub once that got half way up a tree and stopped and started panting like 

I do when I have to walk up lots of steps..heh. 

 

Comment: 

Will they be released over a period of days?  

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
Most likely but all around the same time. They are going to go to a few different places in the 

state so it will just depend on when we can get transport. 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
We won’t be able to fit a lot in one carrier like we would if we released them this summer since 

they will be so much larger in January. 



Special Guest: Jaime Sajecki 7 8/16/2013 

Comment: 

? for Jaime - By the released cubs "finding a den" would they all try to den together or find dens 

individually?  

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
I think both, they might stay together if they can find a good safe place to all fit in. Some may go 

off on their own too. It is getting close to the time (in Jan) when they would be going off 

on their own anyhow. 

 

Comment: 

I just arrived so you may have already answered this. I am amazed that, especially around the 

food, I have not seen aggression. Is that usual for so many animals in one place?  

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
I think you would see aggression if there was a limit on how much food there was. Like if 10 

apples were put in there everyday and that was it, you would see some scrapping over 

who got the apples. When resources are aplenty there is no need for aggression. 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
A really good example of this is brown bears during the salmon run. They do use their 

dominance for prime fishing spots but since everyone (bear) gets fish they don't have to 

compete. 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
Another BAD example is bears at big open dump sites. 

 

Comment: 

These bears seem to love the water - esp the opportunity to play in the tubs and "defend" their 

territory when in there. Are black bears generally water babies?  

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
Bears love water, I wish I could share with you all the photos I have been sent of bears in 

wallows, lakes, swimming pools...They are great swimmers too. 

 

Comment: 

? for Jaime: Aside from the very obvious "Cute" factor, are there things that you have learned 

about young bear behavior that you hadn't expected? Will growing up in a large group of 

cubs be expected to change their behavior patterns when they are released? I sure will 

miss them when they go out to the wild world!  

 

Comment: 

Jaime - Have you learned anything surprising from watching these 16 bears on cam?  

 

 

 

 



Special Guest: Jaime Sajecki 8 8/16/2013 

Jaime Sajecki:  
As I said, I am not at all an expert on captive bears. This will be the most exposure I have had to 

them. I have learned a lot about bear nature (and how amazing their maternal instinct are) 

from fostering orphans to sows at Virginia Tech. 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
I do not think that growing up in a large group should change them in any way. Even cubs that 

are in a natural litter of 5 or so all go about their business being solitary bears once they 

are >1 years old. 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
Someone asked the question: do bears lose their teeth? I can't post it for some reason, but here is 

the answer 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
YES, they lose their baby teeth within about a year. They have pointy little "puppy" canines that 

get replaced last usually. 

 

Comment: 

Jaime, do you think the fact that they have had the very best of food, toys, and companionship 

have an effect on the cubs, and if so what might it be?  

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
That is kind of a relative thing. To us, they have had the best (thanks WCV) but truly what would 

have been best is if they were still out there with their mothers. 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
It is really hard to watch them and not try to associate what they do with people feelings. I am 

guilty of it as well. 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
I think that the overall effect of their stay at WCV will be that they will have the best chance 

possible to leave there and be wild bears. They will find lots of interesting things to 

explore and play with and there won't be any walls. 

 

Comment: 

2 Questions for Jaime please (Hello WCV, CN) Hi Jaime, I understand the bears will be 

altogether in one of the 3 Phase II enclosures. Will it be necessary to rotate new 'season' 

bears over the 3 enclosures to allow regrowth of vegetation or would each phase II 

enclosure 'recover' for the next intake. (ie in the wild, are bears 'nomadic' for this reason)- 

could all three enclosures be used at same time and at different times of year with mixed 

age groups. Secondly, why is it recommended for the yearlings to be released back into 

the wild in the month of January - Do brown bears not 'den' during this time due to cold 

weather and is food not harder to find? (I think there may have been 3 questions in 

there!). Many thanks for taking time to visit today and for your dedication to wildlife.  
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Jaime Sajecki:  
I am going to let the WCV staff answer the logistics about the pen rotation. 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

[Yes, the plan is to rotate the use of the pen to allow regrowth] 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
But I will say that yes, black bears do den that time of year. Their body goes through changes 

that allows for them to not eat or drink (or urinate or defecate). 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
The reason bears den IS because there is not a lot of food out there, that is why they are amazing. 

Even bears in captivity will stop eating in the winter because of the changes in their body. 

So it is actually a good time of year because 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
They wouldn't be eating anyway, there will be fewer interactions with other (bigger) bears (who 

will be denning), and there is less people out in the woods. 

 

Comment: 

Hi Jaime first of all I just have to say thanks for being one of the "superheroes" that the CN looks 

up to! My question is how do bears in the wild know when food is ripe enough to eat, and 

does their preference for some foods over others at a particular time follow what is in 

season?  

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
Aww. thanks! The short answer is that their noses tell them a lot of information about a potential 

food. Sometimes they will also bite into something to check what it is (like rubbery 

things). 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
As I am sure they have preferences, for the most part their preference is to eat, and eat as mush 

as they possibly can as often as they can. 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
So in terms of seasonal foods, there are some that provide a lot more calories/protein/fat than 

others, like acorns compared to leaves. I think you can look at it more like they will eat 

what they find and most times they aren't given the choice like they have when they are 

in a situation here. 

 

Comment: 

?? For Jaime, the bear cubs were very vocal especially during feeding time. As grown bears do 

they vocalize to each other. Thank you  
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Jaime Sajecki:  
Yes they have a whole bunch of different vocalizations they use towards other bears, other 

animals, and people. 

 

Comment: 

Thank you for your time. Question - finding food - is this something taught by mom or 

instinctual?  

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
Both. They have very strong instincts about food, where the benefit comes from mom is that they 

can be shown where to find certain things at certain times of year within their home 

ranges, 

 

Comment: 

Jaime, thank you so much for being here today. To followup on the release question that Sue 

posted. What will you use to determine which bears to release together?  

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
We will consider factors like how much they weigh, what their sex is, any interactions that they 

seem to have that WCV has noted. 

 

Comment: 

Question for Jaime - Thank you for being here today! Is there any plan to track any of these cubs 

once released?  

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
We are looking into some potential sources for collars. I am not sure yet if this bunch will get 

them or not. 

 

Comment: 

Do you think any of these cubs might recognize each other if they ran into each other in the areas 

they are released?  

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
I think they would, chances are though that once they get a little older they may disperse from 

the release area. 

 

Comment: 

The plan is to release these cubs in January. Will you need to provide dens? I worry about them 

out in the dead of winter!  

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
There are certain factors that would determine this. Most cases with releases in the winter, if 

there is not a certain amount of snow the cubs will leave the artificial den and find their 

own. So it will depend on the weather, if there is not any snow then they will not need 

artificial dens. (because they prob wouldn't use them if we made them anyhow) 
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Comment: 

What can you tell us about food sources for bears in the wild? How does that compare to the 

food provided at WCV?  

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
I would say that in the wild, bears are not going to get the large variety of items that they are 

being provided at this time. The WCV keeps the food they feed bears natural, in terms of 

fresh fruits and veggies instead of say dog food. There are so many things that bears eat 

in the wild too though. 

 

Comment: 

Escaping from predators? What would a predator of a bear be?  

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
Coyotes and other bears primarily. Sometimes bobcats (when the bears are little) 

 

Comment: 

What predators would be out during January-February that would be interested in these cubs.  

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
Coyotes mostly but bears have the awesome advantage of being able to climb! Also these cubs 

will be a lot to handle 50-90 pounds. 

 

Comment: 

Do you think the cubs will know to find a den when released?  

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
yes, it is instinctual and part of their biology 

 

Comment: 

for Jaime-when they stand on their hind legs...is that to get a scent?  

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
Yes, adult bears do it too! They get the best picture of their environment though their amazing 

nose. It is not a sign of aggression like TV would have you believe 

 

Comment: 

Since they are micro chipped - if found- will anyone check ?  

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
Yes and they will be tagged as well. 

 

Comment: 

Do you know what percent of the cubs reach their first birthday? For some animals it is 50 

percent so wonder if they have a better chance.  
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Jaime Sajecki:  
There is about 20-25% natural cub mortality in the first year. 

 

Comment: 

We live on wooded land and have had 3 straight years of seeing triplets on our game cameras. 

Are triplets that unusual for sows??  

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
I see you are from NC....We have a lot of triplets in VA although the average is little less than 

that. NC has some similar population dynamics 

 

Comment: 

Hi Jaime. Are there resources for VA counties to distribute to the residents the info of living with 

bears? Talking with close neighbors has helped but in my semi-rural area of Rke. Co. 

(thanks for the DIY trashcan video)there is no way to reach larger areas.  

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
We are always happy to provide print information to counties, police departments, schools, 

anyone who asks. We also tell them they can link to our site through theirs and we 

sometimes help them develop something county specific. I know a lot of police officers 

that drop off our brochures in neighborhoods where there are bears. 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
But you are right, the hardest thing is getting the information out there. That is why having 

people in the community that know about bears and share the info is helpful, to us and to 

bears! 

 

Comment: 

Hi Jaime thank you for sharing your wisdom with us! I just joined your classroom today and I 

am curious (hope you have not addressed this question already) how are the cubs being 

prepared for finding food in the wild?  

 

Comment: 

Will they associate food with humans as they have been fed by them here?  

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
The food instincts are very strong, if there is food to be had, a bear will find it. Also the staff at 

the WCV stopped all positive contact and hand feeding months ago. There is a critical 

time when human interaction must stop and it has. The staff there does a great job of 

making bears not like people :) when we have picked them up in the past they have had 

wanted nothing to do with us. 

 

Comment: 

It has been such a thrill watching these guys develop over the last few months. I notice that they 

seem to 'interact' in groups of two, such as sparing with one another or chasing. Then at 
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naptime they all just pile in together. No one seems to be in charge. Is this because they 

are all about the same age?  

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
Like I mentioned before, there is not a limited supply of anything so there really does not need to 

be any fighting or aggression. Chances are there are some bears in there that are 

dominant; there are usually dominant cubs in natural litters. It is hard to tell through the 

camera because the behaviors are pretty subtle. 

 

Comment: 

Hi Jaime At what age do bears start to mate?  

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
Average is about 3.5 years old 

 

Comment: 

Our local paper featured neighborhood photos of young bears in their backyard...and some in 

their trashcans! Is there an information sheet I can print out and pass around to ensure the 

safety of the neighbors and the bears?  

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
YES! Go here http://www.dgif.virginia.gov/wildlife/bear/ 

Thank you for doing that. 

 

Comment: 

What is the estimated bear population for the Commonwealth and where is the largest 

concentration of bears?  

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
17000. Largest concentrations in the western mountains and dismal swamp 

 

Comment: 

Tagged? How will they be tagged?  

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
Ear tags 

 

Comment: 

Jaime, Amanda has shared some of your stories of where you have found black bears "denning" 

in VA. (point being that in VA bears do not den in the typical way many of us think of 

denning in colder climate areas) Can you say more about that?  

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
They go into winter torpor, their body temp drops 9-14 degrees, their heart rate and metabolism 

drops. They are easy to wake up. In more temperate climates they may get up more often 

but they still have periods of inactivity. 

http://www.dgif.virginia.gov/wildlife/bear
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Comment: 

Hi Jaime, what's with this pole sitting? Do they spend lots of time in trees in the wild?  

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
Black bears were made for trees, and they spend a lot of time in them. They can climb trees 

when they are just a few months old. 

 

Comment: 

for Jaime: in the final round-up of these bears before release into the wild, is it possible that the 

siblings who are in this group will not be released together?  

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
We will most likely try to keep siblings together but it depends. They might not recognize each 

other as such now. 

 

Comment: 

Thanks Jaime for being here today! What is the purpose of the collars? tracking? Have a great 

weekend!!  

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
We would like to be able to see what happens to them after release. 

 

Comment: 

Hi, Jaime. The bears love rocking in their upside down igloo. Does this behavior mimic anything 

they would do in the wild?  

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
Someone sent me a photo of a bear in their hammock last year.... I really think that they do some 

things just to do them. I have a video of a bear sitting under a can hanging from a tree. 

The bear is splayed out on its back and it lazily batting at the swinging can for about 30 

minutes. That is why I love them. 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
I think I got to everybody. If I didn't please call or email me. Thank you for all your kind words 

and support. I really enjoy these discussions... 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

A big THANK YOU to Jaime for joining us today! We'll have this session archived and posted 

our on our website soon ... although for now, you can always scroll back to review the 

session! For those who were asking about Jaime's avatar: 

 

Congowings:  
Thank you Jaime. Wonderful information. 

 

 

 



Special Guest: Jaime Sajecki 15 8/16/2013 

Comment: 

Thank you so much for your time Jaime. We love when you visit!  

 

Comment: 

So happy to be here today. Thank you Jaime for spending time with CN!  

 

Comment: 

Good Afternoon Jaime, Thank you for spending time with us on the moderated chat.  

 

Comment: 

Humm I don't have a lunch near the computer but I do have my eager to learn personality and 

excitement! Jaime is awesome! Can we make her an honorary WCV staff member :) 

because all of them are superheroes and awesome too!  

 

Comment: 

Our 19 special needs kids are tightly clutching their wee teddy bears and are SO EXCITED to 

WELCOME Jaime!  

 

Comment: 

Mr. Duncan sent me a post card with this phrase: "The bears, like all wildlife in Virginia, belong 

to the people, and VDGIF is proud to be the stewards of these extraordinary animals..." 

THANK YOU for all you do 

 


