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September 13, 2011 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Good Morning Amanda! We have been enjoying watching these Broad-winged hawks for 

several days 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Good morning Mrs. Harris's class! Glad you've enjoyed watching the Broad-winged Hawks. We 

hope to get them out the door later this week. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
What happens if we adopt a classroom critter and something happens to it (like Misty) (Ryan S) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Well ... I guess that's always a risk with wildlife. Life can be unpredictable even for our 

education animals! For our education guys though, this is an extremely rare occurrence, 

so I certainly hope it wouldn't happen again! If you adopted a special "caring for critters" 

patient -- it would be released at some point, but that would be good news! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Do you feed the two hawks anything else but mice? (Jenn) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Just mice! I know they eat things like dragonflies as well, and I suppose they can just help 

themselves if one flies in the pen! But just mice from our end of things. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
How do you tell the 2 hawks apart? Do they have names? (Kevin) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
No names, just numbers -- we don't name our patients (but we do name the education animals). 

One hawk has a white band around it's foot so we can tell them apart. The banded hawk 

seems to be the slightly better flier and more adventurous mouse-schooler. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
How will you identify Misty if you see her in the wild? (Kyle) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We'll see the leather jesses around her ankles -- so we'll know she's ours. I was wondering if I'd 

call in any wild barred owls this morning too, but didn't hear a peep. 
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Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Do you ever have an idea of what animals might be admitted to the wildlife center? (Ryan J) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Sometimes people will call ahead to the Center and will let us know they've found something 

and are bringing it -- but most of the time people just show up! So we never know if we'll 

be getting a squirrel or a hummingbird or a hawk or a fawn or a snake! We've even had a 

duck walk in the front door before -- by himself -- after someone dropped it off at the 

door. Must've been hiding in the bushes. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
How many patients are at the center now? (Ryan S) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Right now we have around 151 patients. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Have any other animals at the center ever escaped? (Caroline) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Yes, sometimes that does happen, despite our best attempts. Usually it's due to some sort of 

enclosure issue -- a hole or something that occurs without us knowing it. Sometimes it's 

an accidental situation when the animal slips out the door past a person -- but we now 

have double doors on all of our patient enclosures, so that's really helpful! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
How often do you trim Buddy's beak? Does he like having it trimmed? (Kyle) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
About once a month. He doesn't like it ... but he tolerates it okay! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
What does the word "emaciated" mean? (Jenn) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Very, very thin. It's usually when animals haven't eaten in a while. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
How many total patients has the wildlife center treated? (Emily) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Oh good question ... at this point in time, I think we're at more than 56,000 since our beginning 

in 1982? 
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Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
What does it mean when a patient is in "guarded" condition? (Jenn) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
That means that we're not sure if they'll make it or not -- there's certainly a chance, but they have 

a lot working against them. A lot of our emaciated patients are listed as "guarded" since it 

can be hard to recover from that -- we have to get them started back on food very very 

slowly. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
When was the wildlife center established? (John) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Guess I answered that one already! November 1982. We'll be 30 next year! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
How big is the Russian tortoise? (Matt) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
She's maybe 8-9" long? Emma the Russian Tortoise is one of our education animals. She's been 

with us for 10 years now, I believe. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Do you currently have any fox patients? (Tyler) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We do have a fox -- it came to us a few weeks ago with mange. It's a red fox. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Thank you so much for your time Amanda! The bell is getting ready to ring, so we will try to get 

on next week. The class had lots of fun! 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Excellent! Thank you guys for dropping by!! 


