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January 3, 2012 

 

Ed Clark, WCV:  
Well, Happy New Year, everybody. I hope the holidays were good for all of you. We had a nice, 

understated holiday. The best part was that most of it we got to spend at HOME. Thanks 

to all of you who send holiday greetings and gifts. It was really fun hearing from you. 

 

Comment: 
Good Evening Ed, I read the article today that you posted on Facebook: Lead poisoning threatens 

eagles . What a good article it was. I then read what some of the hunters posted at the end 

of the story and a few of them disagreed with the article saying that the shells have 

nothing to do with the poisoning. I wanted to ask them what planet are they from. They 

feel that the environment is causing all the problems, because eagles eat fish and not deer. 

I wanted to scream at them, but held myself back. I am not a hunter, but I do fish and I 

am going to make sure that I change my sinkers to material that will not harm the 

animals. I do all my fishing in Canada.  

 

Ed Clark, WCV:  
Well, there are those who blame all hunters, which is not right, and some who say hunters have 

no blame...equally incorrect. Some groups, like the National Shooting Sports Foundation, 

has had real idiot writing on this subject. I mean seriously... one guy claimed that vultures 

and eagle were eating batteries! That guy did as much to discredit responsibile gun 

owners and hunters as the Center for Biological Diversity did to discredit legitimate 

conservation interests by claiming that ALL lead bullets should be banned. Maybe they 

think the military and police (the largest consumers of lead ammo) should throw rocks to 

protect us....  

 

Ed Clark, WCV:  
This issue is really getting a lot of press, but unfortunately there is a huge amount of 

misinformation out there---on both sides. People have been trying to post links from 

places like the Center for Biological Diversity on our sites. I am telling my colleagues to 

remove those links. CBD did more to set us back on this cause, with their ill-advised and 

poorly-researched petition to EPA in 2010, that the NRA and all the pro-hunting groups 

could ever do. I will not give them an inch of space after what they did. I spoke with 

them personally before they filed the petition and it was clear the timing was about 

grand-standing and getting out in front of the conservation community, but not for 

positive effect; for headlines. Well they got headlines!! Their petition was thrown out in 

record time! It will now be ten times harder for legitimate conservation groups to make 

progress.  
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Comment: 
Ed. Is there a centeral reporting place for eagles found dead in the field. We had one found in 

centeral Indiana and as yet I have not been successful in obtaining infomation as to cause 

of death.  

 

Ed Clark, WCV:  
Yes, you can report eagles to either your state wildlife agency or to the local office of the US 

Fish and Wildlife Service. You may never get a report on the cause of death because it 

may never be determined. Sooner or later, all eagles die....every last one of them. If there 

is no sign of foul play or environmental issue, it may never get tested. Still, report it 

anyway so the authorities can check it out.  

 

Comment: 
It seems the eagle taken to you from Chesapeake got to you on time and will do well. Hope so!  

 

Ed Clark, WCV:  
Well, first, thanks to Lona Wilson, the bird got to us quickly. This is a perfect case to illustrate 

why we need to get them quickly. We can test for lead right in our own lab. It only takes 

a couple minutes. We were able to start treatment immediately. If it had been two or three 

days before we got it, and before the treatment started, the bird would have stood no 

chance at all. Often it is not a matter of whether or not the local rehabber is a "good" 

rehabber....it is a matter of whether he or she has the technical capabilities to diagnose 

problems of this sort, and initiate treatment as needed. This is one lucky eagle, but it is 

not out of the woods....so to speak.  

 

Comment: 
Do you think that the best solution to the lead problem is education? Will information change 

reckless use, do you think?  

 

Ed Clark, WCV:  
Yes, I think education is the answer we can put in place now. I do, however, resist what seems to 

be your implication that anyone using lead is "reckless". I'm betting that 80% of the 

hunters out there have never even heard about this issue, or if they have, they heard that 

extremist groups have tried to use this issue to ban all hunting or make it illegal to buy 

ammunition. The trouble is, there is just enough truth to those accounts that those of us 

who are trying to disseminate good information are now at an even greater disadvantage.  

 

Comment: 
Good evening Ed, I really loved your comments for the 2011 year-end review. I would say it was 

rather accurate! As for lead poisoning in nature I think the EN/CN has a new cause to 

champion for 2012.  

 

Ed Clark, WCV:  
I hope EN/CN will wait a few more days before charging off half-cocked. There is a lot of 

serious misinformation being quoted within our community, including a lot from the 

Center for Biological Diversity. In my opinion...which I shared directly with them...they 
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screwed up--BIG TIME--with their petition to EPA to ban all manufacture, sale and use 

of lead ammo. The fact they seem to have missed is that only a very, very small 

percentage of all lead ammo is used in hunting at all, and only a small part of that 

remains in the field for scavengers to eat. Their approach was equivalent of banning cars 

to prevent speed-related deaths, or returning to Prohibition to prevent drunk driving. 

Their approach was just wrong, and it ended up making enemies out of people who could 

have been--should have been--our allies. As many of you know, I'm a serious gun 

collector and target shooter. I have thousands of rounds of lead ammo in my house at this 

moment. I have a shooting range in the basement!!! Not a single one of my bullets will 

end up being available to eagles or other wildlife. I shoot almost exclusively on my 

indoor or outdoor range. Why should I lose my ammo when I am not the problem? I was 

ready to lead the opposition to the CBD petition because it was so foolish. However, EPA 

rejected it immediately, before it was even necessary to oppose it. It provided "proof" for 

groups like the National Shooting Sports Foundation that environmental groups were 

really all anti-hunting and anti-gun groups in disguise.  

 

Comment: 
When people buy hunting license VDGIF should hand out literature when you get your license 

talking about lead poisoning and tell them this is a real issue, not some crazy attempt to 

ban hunting. They could do the same thing at a hunter training course. I don't know if 

they do this or not, but they should.  

 

Ed Clark, WCV:  
Actually, I had a conversation with the Director of the agency last week. He was the one who 

called me about the eagle we got at the end of December. The problem is that groups like 

CBD have now polarized this issue so badly that the wildlife agency has to worry about 

doing an educational campaign because the issue has now been labeled as an anti-hunting 

issue. We need to rebuild some bridges before any progress can be made.  

 

Comment: 
My husband, who is a hunter, has agreed to bury the gut piles from the deer he kills for food. He 

didn't think that since the bullet goes through the animal, that any residue would be left. I 

told him he had to be wrong, so we compromised! He will bury his gut piles from now 

one. It's one small start to educating hunters. I don't agree that all lead bullets should be 

banned.  

 

Ed Clark, WCV:  
Hey, I grew up hunting, which is why I love wildlife. I used to think that bullets all went through 

as well, but the manufacturers will speak of "weight retention"... which refers to the 

amount of the bullet that remains after the shot has passed through... they brag about 80% 

weight retention, which means that 20% of the bullet fragments off the main bullet and 

remains in the meat.  

Comment: 
Hi Ed. Might be my overly simplistic view, but it seems to me that in most all articles and 

proposed legislation to limit use of lead in ammunition and fishing weights always focus 



Get the Lead Out! 4 01/03/2012 

on the constant use of the word 'banned'. Would not it help instead to refer to and then list 

approved specific materials that could be used as lead 'replacements'?  

 

Ed Clark, WCV:  
Well that is part of the problem many environmental advocates have always had. We want to tell 

other people what they can do without. I used to give speeches to environmental 

advocates about credibility.... It is hard to take a person seriously when they sit in a frame 

house, at an oak table, in front of their woodstove, using a piece of paper and a pencil to 

write a letter stating that we should stop all cutting of trees.... That was--and is--pretty 

much what a lot of people do. The biblical admonition to remove the log from your own 

eye before criticizing the splinter in another's eye... fits here.  

 

Comment: 
You, your team and this blog not only helped me take more notice to wildlife and appreciate it 

more but you also converted me into a big recycling junkie...cans, glass, plastic, 

cardboard, plastic bags, etc...Just ask my husband...he just loves when I say (like last 

night), let's take a trip to Wal-mart and drop off our plastic bags...LOL!  

 

Ed Clark, WCV:  
Good for you!!! We have created a green monster!!! Go forth and prosper!!  

 

Comment: 
How hard is it going to be to get the NRA to pay attention?  

 

Ed Clark, WCV:  
Well, the NRA is an organization that is fully prepared to fight...at the drop of a hat. They have 

had to fight to protect the interests of their members. So, deliberately, and needlessly 

poking a stick in their eye is just stupid, especially for some small regional environment 

activist group. That David and Goliath stuff was interesting to read in the Bible, but in 

most cases, the little guy gets the stuffings pounded out of him!!! 

NRA needs to be approached from the perspective of how to protect the interest of their 

members..... Voluntary efforts by hunters could all but eliminate the need to regulate the 

issue. That is the sort of thing to which they are more likely to respond. They are not 

easily intimidated, out-flanked, or out-funded.  

 

Comment: 
I am the NRA and I pay attention!  

 

Ed Clark, WCV:  
Me too, I have been a member for many years. I don't agree with all their positions, but I have 

come to appreciate why they are so paranoid about shooters' and gunowners' rights. I 

resent people saying that hunters, NRA members, shooters, or gun owners are "the 

problem".... they are talking about ME!!  
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Comment: 
I checked the prices for copper bullets at Cabella's. Cabella's does stock some but not all calibers. 

Considering many hunters spend hundreds or thousands of dollars to hunt, I don't think 

an extra 10 or 20 dollars is going to break them.  

 

Ed Clark, WCV:  
Well, what I tell my hunting buddies is to sight-in your gun with lead bullets at the range, then 

shoot copper in the field. It works. A 160 grain bullet has the same ballistics, whether it is 

copper or lead. Honestly, most people don't understand the physics of shooting 

ballistics.... even most shooters and hunters. That is part of the education effort. Lead is 

heavier than copper, so hunters think the bullet is smaller and won't penetrate as far. That 

is actually not accurate at all because a copper bullet is slightly longer, and therefore 

more stable in flight, and the momentum is almost exactly the same since it is a function 

of weight and speed, not metal density.  

 

Comment: 
My brother-in-law has been burying ammunition in his back yard since the last election; because 

he is sure the President wants to take his ammo away. I'm not sure how to even begin a 

discussion about lead with him.  

 

Ed Clark, WCV:  
Maybe help him dig the holes..... I'm not quite that fearful of the President, but my house would 

definitely be there wrong one for a forced entry!!! Actually, if he hunts, the issue is not 

just about eagles, but human health as well. Copper bullets have been shown to be better 

for the bore of a rifle or pistol. That is why I started shooting copper bullets in my .45 

pistols... it was easier to clean them. Now, I have even more reasons to shoot copper.  

 

Comment: 
I am a retired trauma ICU RN. Over all of the years of looking at scans of gunshot wounds 

(GSWs) I have seen so much of residual fragments left in people; much worse when the 

bullet hits a hard object like a bone. A GSW to the head has an amazing amount of 

fragments inside the skull. High velocity goes right through (like Gabby's) but the low 

velocity goes through the skull and then ricochets around the inside of the skull 

destroying more brain matter as it makes each pass. Either way, there is so much left. 

They leave shotgun pellets in people because trying to fish them all out would be 

impossible. But I always wondered what effect the pellets have in the long run. Maybe 

someone can answer that.  

 

Ed Clark, WCV:  
You have nailed the issue, Eileen. Actually, lead in muscle tissue is relatively benign. The body 

will wall it off in a sort of cyst, and it remains relatively inert. We get lots of animals, 

including eagles, with shot in their muscles. It is the lead in the gut that causes the 

problems.  

 

Comment: 
1000% buy in from here on everything you have said regarding the lead issue. Thank You.  
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Comment: 
Hi Ed, I sent a message earlier that I don't hunt but I fish. What kind of sinkers or weights would 

you use in place of lead? I usually spend about a month in Canada every summer and I 

am thinking about replacing all my lead sinkers. When I fish I do a lot of catch and 

release. I only keep what I'm going to eat!  

 

Ed Clark, WCV:  
Brass sinkers are readily available for the slip sinkers, especially. Depending on the rig you use, 

there are a lot of things that work. I have even used steel washers for bottom rigs. 

Depending on the fishing you are doing, you can even polish them and add some flash to 

your rig. It is often split shot that cause problems for loons. People fishing with live bait 

will put shot near a minnow and the loon grabs minnow, hook and sinker. Using a drop 

rig sinker on a light-weight leader can help, if it will break away and sink. It is typically 

the sinker that stay fastened to the terminal tackle that is lethal.  

 

Comment: 
How hard would it be for agencies like DGIF to put the word out on lead in there online hunting 

& fishing license applications.....and require an agreement check block before the license 

would be issued?? It is the usage and the not cleaning up deer guts, etc. , fishing line that 

cause a lot of this problem.  

 

Ed Clark, WCV:  
We are actually talking about that right now... Because this issue has been so polarized by 

extremists on both sides, it is hard for the agency to do the right thing....anything, 

actually.... without being criticized for doing too much--or too little.  

 

Comment: 
Ed, I'm curious....do most hunters eat the food they kill?  

 

Ed Clark, WCV:  
Nearly all that I know eat their prey.... Only the so-called trophy hunters will take antlers and 

leave the rest. It is generally considered unethical, and even illegal in Virginia and many 

other states, to take the antlers and leave the rest. In fact, I personally wrote that section 

of Virginia hunting laws... It was called a "wanton waste" provision. It is illegal not to 

make a good faith effort to recover and utilize any wildlife taken during the hunting 

season.  

 

Comment: 
Ed Good evening, We have a Tropical Kingbird which are flycatchers, I see them catch live prey 

and slam it on trees and whatever they perch on, but they also sit on top of our bird feeder 

and dive in and grab bread or bananas that are in it, and do the same, they slam the bread 

and bananas on the bird feeder or branch, Is that a behavior thing and habit thing,  
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Ed Clark, WCV:  
Hello to my friends in Colombia! The "kill it" behavior in instinctive, not intellectual. They kill 

most of what they eat by slamming it. So they basically slam everything, living or not.  

 

Comment: 
Good Evening Ed....My take on it is...it's not about the lead...it's about being responsible and 

aware.  

 

Ed Clark, WCV:  
I agree, though I might reverse it to read, "aware and responsible"... you can't do the right thing 

unless and until you know what the right thing is. Only then are your responsible for your 

choices.  

 

Comment: 
In regards to educating and/or reducing lead shots around my neck of the woods, I checked with 

all hunters who asked to hunt our land what kind of ammo they were using. I was pleased 

that all were using something other than lead. I made a point to thank them and then 

explained why I asked in the first place. It's got to start at home!  

 

Ed Clark, WCV:  
Great. A lot of bullets look like copper, because they have a copper jacket over the lead core. For 

bird hunters, there are lots of non-lead options which are actually better than lead! So-

called "steel shot" is not really very accurate to describe today's non-lead ammo or shot.  

 

Comment: 
Hi Ed~ Happy New Year. I've been trying to explain to my husband a target shooter who never 

hunts-about the dangers of lead. He is also caught up on the taking guns away or 

ammunition thing. I read the stories of the eagles who have lead poisoning -and showed a 

video from SOAR of one that was brought in very ill. The issue is are the bullets 

accurate-I have read they are-which are best? He said they don't spread? making sure one 

bullet won't kill and allowing an injured animal to go free. I read in his magazine-Guns 

and Ammo that lead free are better and don't dirty the gun? Can't find that issue again to 

show him. I wish more accurate information would be printed. People forget that humans 

are eating that lead too. I saw a bunch of venison steaks that were x-rayed. They were 

filled with lead fragments making the meat a danger especially to growing children. 

People forget what lead can do to humans. I think people who give there children meat 

from a hunt should have their blood tested frequently for lead. I loved your year end 

message and LMAO. I will send you the message I wrote in response. I just love the 

WCV. I wish there could be at least one in every state. So many animals get inferior care 

b/c they have nothing like this. Keep on with all that you're doing to spread the word. 

You and all at WCV are so special-and I never could leave the mods out. I hope this year 

brings happiness to all and video and sound to us -you've promised that. I want to learn 

how they sound.  
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Ed Clark, WCV:  
Thanks.... Actually, if your husband only shoots targets, he is not the problem, nor are his bullets. 

He is not correct that bullets don't break up. They do! All ballistic testing shows this. In 

fact, comparative shot tests compare "weight retention" as one of the positive 

characteristics. NONE has a 100% weight retention.  

 

Ed Clark, WCV:  
Have your husband check out www.barnesbullets.com 

It is the website of the leading manufacturer of copper bullets. I shoot their bullets in many 

calibers. They will point out that their development of non-lead bullets was about 

accuracy and ballistics, not about environmental protection. That was a very positive 

unintended consequence.  

 

Comment: 
New finding !! Daughter is ADHD maybe from eating what we killed in the 80's ?  

 

Ed Clark, WCV:  
That is a bit of a stretch, actually. The levels of lead required to cause permanent brain injury in 

humans is typically a chronic exposure level, through old water pipes, paint in old homes 

or on old furniture, or some other environmental factor. Unless you had a diet of 

predominantly wild game, it is unlikely that permanent damage would result from 

occasional ingestion of a lead shard. It really is a dose-related impact. Any lead is too 

much, but not all lead exposure causes permanent damage. It is birds, in particular, that 

seem to absorb it far more quickly and with a far more severe effect.  

 

Comment: 
Please explain then. If the bullet has a copper jacket but still a lead core, what, if anything 

fragments in the meat? Is that bullet not good enough? It needs to be a pure copper 

bullet?  

 

Ed Clark, WCV:  
The copper jacket on a hunting bullet is designed to "mushroom" and open up, exposing the 

softer lead inside. Those bullets are often called soft-point, hollow-point or some other 

brand name that refers to the fact that the bullets will create a very much larger hole than 

the original diameter of the bullet as it leaves the gun. Military and many police agencies 

us "full metal jackets", which are completely enclosed in copper, with little or no 

expansion or fragmentation. However, these bullets are not used for hunting, and are 

illegal to use in some places, because they can go all the way through with minimal 

damage.  

 

Comment: 
Mr. Clark on average how many raptors are admitted to WCV with lead related injuries each 

year? I know personally seeing the photos and reading the stories well and truly breaks 

my heart. I wish there was a PSA showing these, we have them for animal cruelty 

awareness why not lead awareness?  

 

www.barnesbullets.com
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Ed Clark, WCV:  
I don't have the total at hand for all raptors, Izzy, but almost half of our eagles have elevated 

levels of lead in their blood...that it, enough to actually detect with a test. These levels 

may not be enough to cause observable problems, but it is still an issue. 

Part of the reason the PSA films are unlikely to work for hunters is pretty much the same reason 

they don't actually work for animal welfare organizations, at least not to directly stop 

animal abuse. These shocking videos don't change the behavior of animal abusers, they 

simply generate donations from people who are shocked or sickened by what they see. 

That is the real purpose, not to educate anyone or change anyone's behavior.  

 

Comment: 
Yes, to Barb in SD...make sure your hunters aren't telling you they are using copper bullets when 

they are indeed lead encased in copper.  

 

Ed Clark, WCV:  
Many folks actually using those bullets won't truly understand the difference, so don't be too 

hard on deer hunters. Many of the bird (pheasant, grouse, quail) hunters choose non-lead 

shot because it is better for the gun and for the ballistics. Duck and goose hunters are 

prohibited by law from using lead.  

 

Comment: 
Tonight's discussion should be archived for reference. Thanks, Ed.  

 

Ed Clark, WCV:  
I think it is, actually!  

 

Comment: 
So..is there anything you could suggest we COULD be doing to encourage change on the lead 

issue?  

 

Ed Clark, WCV:  
Sure, we are making the point that we SEE eagles getting poisoned by lead left in entrails and 

unrecovered carcasses... We actually recover the shot in some cases. We hold it in our 

hand!! Nobody normal wants to poison an eagle. If they are hunting in an area where 

eagles can be found, they may do so when it is the last thing they would ever want to do. 

We are getting ready to draft a WCV position statement on this issue. I'll be working on it 

this week. Hopefully, it will be ready soon. We'll put it on the website, once we have 

finalized it.  

 

Comment: 
Just tuned in and am fascinated by this discussion. We don't hunt, but have many friends that do 

and share their meat. I'll be getting to know more about their hunting habits in the near 

future!  
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Ed Clark, WCV:  
There is actually a bit of a bragging right to using copper bullets. It sets you apart. Barnes bullets 

has created the "Copper Club" for hunters who have made the switch. I just read about 

that today. When I deer hunt ---yes, there is a shocker for you-- I use a single shot rifle, 

and copper bullets. I don't much care if I shoot anything or not, but when I do, I wait until 

I can make a one-shot, clean and humane kill. I have never needed a second shot, even 

when using copper. The venison in my freezer may have a bullet fragment in it, but it 

won't poison anyone.  

 

Comment: 
I was going to copy the whole discussion-will I be able to get it in archives?  

 

Ed Clark, WCV:  
Honestly, you will have to ask Amanda or the mods... I just write here. I don't actually know how 

it works!  

 

Comment: 
We've been thinking of getting a spokesperson-I suggested Sarah Palin since she hunts. I don't 

know what she knows about the lead issue ,but it's time she was told if she isn't aware. I 

was thinking of posting some of your articles, and hoping she reads her FB.  

 

Ed Clark, WCV:  
I want you all to recognize that I'm not making any of the comments that are trying to force their 

way out of my head..... 

The problem with Sarah P is that she is a polarizing figure with little or no credibility on 

environmental or conservation issues. A better person could be a sports figure or one of 

the TV pro hunters. The messenger is often as important as the message.  

 

Comment: 
Ed, I cannot tell you how glad I am to see you and your sound information here tonight! I have 

tried unsuccessfully to remind people that all lead is not bad lead. I've even brought your 

use of lead bullets into the conversation to no avail. It would be entirely cost-prohibitive 

for me to use copper bullets for target practice. I have only shot one deer in my 45 years 

on this planet because it was the only one I was absolutely sure I could kill with one shot. 

Practice is extremely important to me...without the cheaper lead bullets; I would have to 

give up my treasured hunting altogether. Copper bullets have proven hard to find for me 

but find them I have! It has been truly heartbreaking for me to read the opinions of others 

of me and those like me when I know better but can't convince them of it. Your ROCK 

STAR reputation is extremely valued by me especially....thank you sir.  

 

Ed Clark, WCV:  
Thanks. I load and shoot lots of lead!! The only bullets that cause a poisoning problem for 

wildlife are the ones they eat. Practice is absolutely essential. If you don't practice, you 

have no business owning, let alone using a gun!  
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Comment: 
If duck and goose hunters are prohibited by law from using lead, shouldn't logic follow that all 

hunters be prohibited?  

 

Ed Clark, WCV:  
No, not necessarily. The reason lead was banned for hunting over water is that waterfowl filter 

feed, actually filtering out the lead shot that missed the duck and landed in the muck of 

the marsh or swamp. These birds actually eat the shot on purpose, mistaking it for food or 

grit. Upland birds, like turkeys or quail, don't choose to eat lead shot, nor do raptors. In 

duck hunting, it was the shot that missed the target that caused the problem. For eagles 

and other avian scavengers, it is the lead that hits the target that is the problem.  

 

Comment: 
Who can we contact re conducting fundraising events to benefit the WCV?  

 

Ed Clark, WCV:  
Randy or Kristen....  

 

Comment: 
Hey Ed, and all.... eyes refusing to stay open, so will read the rest in the morning. Thank you Ed 

for teaching us so well tonight. MUCH appreciated... interspersed with bits of your 

famous (infamous????) humor!!! Love how you teach us... thanks so much, and good 

night for now...  

 

Ed Clark, WCV:  
Mine too, actually. I'm about to leave you all, but I appreciate all of you being here. We have a 

big crowd tonight....1,600-1,700 people.  

 

Comment: 
We live in the last state that has carry only for criminals-Even the Supreme court hasn't made a 

dent.  

 

Ed Clark, WCV:  
It's an education issue. Good luck.  

 

 

Comment: 
Ed, I've been reading what Calif. has put in place in regards to the Condor and if I remember 

correctly in the area's where the Condors are hunters are not allowed to use lead bullets. 

On the gov. website they list the manufactures that have asked to have their non lead 

ammo ok'd for use. In regards to your Sarah Palin comment, I was also thinking today 

who might be good to contact and Ted Nugget came to mind. Granted, he doesn't use a 

gun.  
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Ed Clark, WCV:  
Funny you mention Ted Nugent... I just watched his show. He always makes my blood boil... I 

don't know why I watch it. He does a lot of bow hunting, but he also uses a gun. The 

trouble is, he's a moron when it comes to conservation and environmental issues. He 

really puts out a lot of really bad information. I would never believe anything he says! It 

might be a strategy to put forward... If Ted Nugent has given up lead, anyone should be 

able to figure it out....  

 

Comment: 
Is Compound 1080 and other predator poisons as dangerous to predatory birds, as lead poising, 

or more dangerous. Has Compound 1080 been band yet. Are the sides split the same as in 

debate over lead bullets and buckshot.  

 

Ed Clark, WCV:  
Compound 1080 is no longer available to the public, but is still used by the US Department of 

Agriculture "Wildlife Services Division"... the taxpayer funded predator and nuisance 

wildlife control agency. Yes, 1080 is really bad for non-target wildlife, including 

scavengers, but the baits used by USDA-WS actually shoot the poison into the mouth of 

the coyote... the typical target of the agency.  

 

Comment: 
Ed..Thanks so much for enlightening us tonight and discussing the lead issue. We so much want 

to do something to stop hurting or killing our eagles. Thanks again.. .  

 

Comment: 
Thanks for spending time here tonight Mr. Clark always an eye opening experience to be sure. 

Have a fantastic remainder of the week!  

 

Comment: 
Do they still make shot out of lead? If so, why hasn't it been banned?  

 

Ed Clark, WCV:  
Because most of it is not a danger to anything....  

 

Comment: 
Ed you would be an excellent spokesman. Your familiarity with the issues from the shooters side 

and the wildlife side is very rare -perhaps you are the only one with this knowledge-I tend 

to think so.  

 

Ed Clark, WCV:  
Well, since I am both a shooter/hunter/gun-owner on one hand, and a professional 

conservationist on the other, I am not so easy to dismiss by either side. We use 

documented facts to support our case, not philosophical abstraction.  
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Comment: 
Jim Shockey would be a GREAT choice for spokesperson!! Or, Jim Zumbo! Or, Michael 

Waddell! Or Lee and Tiffany (a married couple of hunters)!! Check the round-up for the 

Outdoor Channel or Sportsman's Channel.  

 

Ed Clark, WCV:  
Actually Jim Shockey might be. Zumbo is pretty old school. On his show tonight, he was 

hunting in Canada and even spoke about eagles eating the entrails of the moose he had 

just shot.... I'm not sure how open he would be to that message.  

 

Comment: 
Sorry Ed. I had just logged on and not read back. Getting lots of answers. Thanks.  

 

Ed Clark, WCV:  
There is a lot of info on here tonight.  

 

Comment: 
Are any other birds tested for lead levels at WCV?  

 

Ed Clark, WCV:  
Sure... any bird that shows any symptoms of lead poisoning is tested.  

 

Comment: 
Ed, I did forget to tell you that I have begun speaking to hunters/fisherman that I know, including 

my hubby. What it has taught me is that I need to learn a whole lot more about lead. It's 

just not very simple. There are a lot of very responsible people out there. It's a huge 

subject with lots of questions & answers..  

 

Ed Clark, WCV:  
Any time you think you have all the answers, you probably just don't know about all the 

questions!  

 

Comment: 
Everyone who enjoyed this discussion tonight, there's the DONATE button right there on screen!  

 

Ed Clark, WCV:  
Music to my ears!!! Play it again, Sam!!!  

 

Comment: 
I'm coming on sort of late in the discussion, but I've read and heard that catch and release fishing 

can harm the gills to the point that the fish does not survive. Has DGIF gotten involved in 

educating about this?  

 

Ed Clark, WCV:  
Catch and release is not necessarily harmful, if you do it the right way. You NEVER poke your 

fingers into the gills of a fish you plan to release. Unless there is some trauma to the gills 



Get the Lead Out! 14 01/03/2012 

by hook or finger, there is no reason to believe the fish will be harmed. There are very 

specific ways to handle a fish you plan to release, and yes, DGIF does promote this 

information. You always wet your hand before lifting the fish, for example, so you don't 

remove the protective slim from its body, leaving it vulnerable to infection. You never 

"throw them back" because throwing them and having them splat on the water can 

rupture the air bladder which helps the fish stay neutrally buoyant in the water, and swim 

right-side-up. It goes on and on....  

 

Comment: 
This might sounds stupid, but isn’t the lead shot in deer meat a problem for human consumption?  

 

Ed Clark, WCV:  
Not stupid at all. Yes, it is toxic for humans as well, and that has been part of the case made 

against the use of lead in hunting bullets. However, that is voluntary consumption, and 

the lead does not affect mammals, including humans, as quickly as it does birds.  

 

Comment: 
We can teach the Next Generation of hunters through all this info. Mr. Clark,thank you for all 

you do.  

 

Ed Clark, WCV:  
We need to work on the current generation as well. It is never too late to learn.  

 

Comment: 
Ed - won't bears and coyotes simply dig up the entrails unless they are buried deeply?  

 

Ed Clark, WCV:  
Lead is not as much an issue for mammals for several reasons. First, the dose rate... an eagle may 

weigh seven to ten pounds.... a coyote fifty.... a bear 250. The amount of lead in most 

entrails will have a greater effect on the smaller animal....and bird seem to have a much 

greater vulnerability to the symptoms than do mammals.  

 

Comment: 
A co-worker of my sister-in-law found a downed raven, took it to a vet, who found elevated lead 

levels. I haven't gotten an update yet (hoping it was found in time), but it's not just an 

eagle problem.  

 

Comment: 
I know Jim Zumbo personally. I believe he would be open to the message. In my life before 

WCV, I thought it was great when I saw eagles eating on gut piles. Usually by deer 

season in my neck of the woods, there's not a lot of open water for the eagles to fish. I did 

not know what I was truly seeing. As I mentioned in previous discussion, I was ignorant 

of the facts. Now that I know what is really happening, I personally chased an eagle off 

of a gut pile and buried it myself this past season. Knowledge creates change...  
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Ed Clark, WCV:  
I don't know Jim, though we have friends in common. If you know him, ask him! I would love to 

provide him all the info he needs. He might even consider a segment on his show from 

WCV.  

 

Comment: 
I remember you teaching us about lead when NV had traces of it in him when he was admitted 

back in April. We were all so worried until you told us that his levels weren't high 

enough, but then the center treated him anyway. Was that because he was one of the rock 

stars?  

 

Ed Clark, WCV:  
Rock Star or not, when we can treat an animals for its poisoning, we will. His levels were low, 

but did not go away quickly, indicating the lead had accumulated in his bones. If the 

levels had dropped quickly, we might not have treated him.  

 

Comment: 
Just those few brief comments about catch and release were extremely helpful! I bet many 

people didn't even know that much about it. Thank you.  

 

Ed Clark, WCV:  
I don't know much about anything, but I do know a little about a lot of things...at least where 

wildlife is concerned.  

 

Comment: 
Ed, thank you so much for all of this helpful information - good to for responsible and informed 

decisions and education - really helpful - thank you and enjoyed your year-end letter :)  

 

Comment: 
Just read your year in review. Lots of fun. I was at the release and still have the segment on the 

news with Joe Flannigan on the dvr. Watch it and make friends watch it too. Can't wait 

for WVEC to turn the camera at the gardens back on. Hoping for a new family to watch.  

 

Ed Clark, WCV:  
Joe is a wonderful guy...and what an eagle lover!  

 

Comment: 
This whole conversation has been fascinating. Learning is the key to change. I want to do my 

part, however small it may be, to educate my friends and family of the harm they may be 

doing to the wildlife in our neighborhoods.  

 

Ed Clark, WCV:  
That sort of individual action will change the world!  
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Comment: 
I thought your year-end report was great. Your great sense of humor came thru and I would 

expect no less. I have an article that was on the editorial page of our local paper that is 

telling what is being done in Calif about lead and the return of the Calif Condor that was 

almost wiped out by lead poisoning. Do you collect such literature? If so, I'll send it to 

you.  

 

Ed Clark, WCV:  
We have the studies from which the media articles were written. Yes, the lead ban was a big help 

there. That is actually one of the places where a ban on using lead for hunting helped.  

 

Comment: 
I will do that! Maybe have my husband do it...they've hunted in Africa together and work 

together on the Wounded Warriors Project. I will let you know what Jim says...  

 

Ed Clark, WCV:  
I would be happy to talk with him, or his producers about it. He does a lot of writing, in addition 

to his TV "hook and bullet" show, and he has a good following.  

 

Comment: 
Just to lighten up a bit--I just saw a post on my fb page with a picture of about a 100 deer all 

lined up eating on a snow-covered road...the caption said, "the day after hunting season 

ends, the deer gather for the ha ha ha, you missed me! dinner festival" --I found it really 

funny!  

 

Ed Clark, WCV:  
Yeah... I've seen photos like that. Actually what the deer are doing is enjoying road salt that is 

used to melt the snow, and getting at the grass exposed by the snow plow.  

 

Comment: 
Mr. Clark the amount of people you've educated tonight is impressive, I truly believe if we all 

found just one person willing to listen then your message could reach that many more. 

Before I turn in for the night I've been wondering, does lead ingested have the ability to 

shut down or internal organs of raptors?  

 

Comment: 
Today I simply posted a question on the IL DNR Facebook page asking if they are doing 

anything to make hunters aware of the lead problem.  

 

Ed Clark, WCV:  
Raising the issue in a polite, but persistent way, keeps it on the radar screen. The Association of 

Fish and Wildlife Agencies has a "lead and wildlife" working group. So the issue is out 

there and is being seen as one that won't go away. 

 

 

 


