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Comment From Mrs. Patterson  
Good Morning. We are excited to spend time with you. 
  

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Good morning, class! Thanks for joining us for a Cam in the Classroom session. What cam are you 
watching? 
 
Comment From Mrs. Patterson  
camera 1 
 
Comment From connor  
cam 1 
 
Comment From jamey  
cam 1 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Ooh, lots of Buttercup Cam watchers. 
 
Comment From connor  
we love buttercup 
 
Comment From jamey  
i like buttercup 
 
Comment From BEN  
we like Buttercup 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Well, class, I had our other cam watchers take your scavenger hunt that Mrs. Patterson gave you -- and 
they know that you ended up picking Pogo as your classroom animal! 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

  
Pogo the Virginia Opossum 
 
Comment From Mabelli  
hi Amanda,how old is pogo? 
 
Comment From Guest  
how old is pogo Jonas 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Pogo is 1 1/2 years old. 
 
Comment From Braden  
cute 
 
Comment From jamey  
pogo is so cute 
 
Comment From Guest  
we love pogo 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I know you are studying biomes in class right now -- and as you can see in this photo, Pogo (and us too!) 
live in a forest biome! 
 
Comment From BEN  
pogo is so cute 
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Comment From caleb  
pogo is so cute 
 
Comment From Lucy  
Do possums hibernate. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
That's a great question. Opossums are active throughout the winter time -- they might curl up and stay 
warm during really cold periods, but they are pretty active. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Opossum populations actually didn't use to be found so far north (you can find them in Canada these 
days) -- and they haven't quite adapted to the extreme cold. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Opossums in really cold habitats can get frostbite on their tails and ears! 
 
Comment From Ellie  
what do opossums eat 
 
Comment From connor  
is a possom a carnavore 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Opossums are omnivores -- so they eat many different things that they find in the forest. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Fruits, plant matter, bird eggs, insects, mushrooms, nuts, even carrion are things that opossums eat! 
 
Comment From connor  
cool 
 
Comment From Eli  
is pogo a boy 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Yes, Pogo is a boy! 
 
Comment From Braden  
are possums fast 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
They can run kind of quickly for short bursts -- but they aren't known for being fast. 
 
Comment From caleb  
can opossums clime trees 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Instead, one way they escape from predators is by climbing trees to get out of the way! 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
They have great feet for climbing. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

  
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
There's a photo of a hind foot of an opossum -- you can see their big strong "thumb" appendage. 
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Comment From Hannah  
thats so cool 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

  
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
And here are their front feet. Cute feet! They can really grip onto things with their feet! 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Do you guys know the other thing that opossums do to escape their predators? 
 
Comment From Eli  
play dead 
 
Comment From connor  
play dead 
 
Comment From caleb  
play dead 
 
Comment From Ellie  
play dead 
 
Comment From Braden  
play dead 
 
Comment From Hannah  
play dead 
  



Cam in the Classroom: Mrs. Patterson’s 3rd Grade Class Page 6 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Right! 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
That's another way they deter their predators from attacking them. 
 
Comment From Mabelli and Laura  
does pogo have a friend? 
  

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Pogo lives by himself -- opossums aren't very social animals. So while there may be several opossums in 
a population in any given habitat, they don't really hang out too much together (unless they are little 
and are growing up) 
 
Comment From Eli  
do they fight with there claws 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
They do have sharp claws and can scratch ... but if they really feel threatened, they will try to bite! 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Here's a photo of Pogo yawning -- showing off his many many sharp teeth! 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

  
 
Comment From evans  
did you find any other animals in the forst 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Yes! We can probably all think of animals that would live in the forest biome with Pogo -- since we're in 
that same biome! 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Some of those other animals we have here at the Center -- 
 
Comment From jamey  
bear 
 
Comment From caleb  
dear 
 
Comment From Grace  
Deer! 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Yep, bear and deer are in the forest as well -- 
 
Comment From Ben  
turtle 
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Comment From jamey  
box turtle 
 
Comment From Ellie  
toad 
 
Comment From kyleigh  
turtle 
 
Comment From Guest  
snake 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Yes! turtles and toads ... and snakes ... 
 
Comment From caleb  
what eats pogo 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
And then animals that might be predators of opossums -- can you think of what might want to eat an 
opossum? Remember when opossums are most active ... 
 
Comment From Ben  
birds 
 
Comment From connor  
bird 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Right. And more specifically, owls! Opossums are nocturnal, so they are out and active when the owls 
are out at night too. 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

  
Comment From Lucy  
fox 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Foxes too -- they would probably be more likely to prey upon a small, young opossum. 
 
Comment From jamey  
hes cute 
 
Comment From jamey  
does he have a brother 
 
Comment From Hannah  
did pogo have a family 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
He did at one point, but we never met them. Opossums can have up to 13 babies! 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
So he might have had 12 brothers and sisters. 
 
Comment From Luke  
hes adorable 
 
Comment From caleb  
no way 
 



Cam in the Classroom: Mrs. Patterson’s 3rd Grade Class Page 10 
 

Comment From Mabelli and Laura  
what is pogo's favorite food? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
In captivity, Pogo eats some dog food, lots of fruits and veggies, hard-boiled eggs, insects, and ... his 
favorite part ... a dead mouse! 
 
Comment From kyleigh  
what type of plants are in the forest biome 
  

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Many types of trees -- ones that lose their leaves at this time of year. Some of those produce food that 
opossums might eat -- oak trees, beech trees, and other types of trees that produce nuts. 
  

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
The forest also has many wildflowers and berry bushes -- blueberries, raspberries, and all sorts of good 
treats that opossums might eat! 
 
Comment From Hannah  
that is really cool 
 
Comment From Mabelli  
I love him so much! 
 
Comment From jamey  
i like pogo and phebe 
 
Comment From Ben  
can I see a phoebe 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

  
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Phebe is Pogo's next-door neighbor. 
 
Comment From Eli  
can i see a pic of pogo sleeping 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I will have to work on getting a photo of him sleeping -- I don't have one! 
 
Comment From Guest  
yes we are studying thank for asking by natoria 
 
Comment From Ellie and Lucy  
what herbivores live there. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Well, we mentioned deer already -- they are herbivores. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Eastern Cottontail rabbits are also herbivores. 
 
Comment From connor  
what about carnivores 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Carnivores include many types of birds of prey -- the owls and hawks and falcons that you might find in 
the forest. 
 
Comment From kyleigh and william  
What do the owls eat? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
It depends on the type of owl. Great Horned Owls will eat anything they can subdue! They are very large 
birds, so they will eat rodents, rabbits, small opossums ... and even skunks! 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Screech-owls will eat small rodents (like mice) but they also will eat many types of insects. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

  
Pignoli the Eastern Screech-owl 
 
Comment From Hannah  
cool 
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Comment From Braden  
skunks!!! 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Yes, skunks are another nocturnal animal that you can find in the forest. Sometimes Great Horned Owls 
that come into the Wildlife Center as patients smell like skunk! 
 
Comment From jamey  
my dog got sprayed by a skunk 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
It definitely doesn't smell good, does it? But since owls can't smell, it doesn't bother them! 
 
Comment From Jonas  
cool 
 
Comment From caleb  
wow 
 
Comment From Braden  
cool 
 
Comment From kyleigh and william  
to cool 
 
Comment From jamey  
it was gross 
 
Comment From Hannah  
what kind of weather is in the forest 
  

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Well, in deciduous forests, we have seasons. So, in the summer time it can be very hot and humid ... and 
at this time of year, it is much cooler. That's when the leaves start to fall from the trees. It's fun to live in 
a place that changes so much! 
 
Comment From Luke  
Cool photo of him 
 
Comment From Mrs. Patterson  
Amanda we have about 5 minutes left for today. This has been wonderful! 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Ooops, and that was a few minutes ago. Thank you guys! 
 
Comment From Mrs. Patterson  
will we be able to see Pogo when we come next week? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I sure hope so! I will put that request in to Raina! 
 
Comment From Braden  
it was grate see you next week!!! 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I'm very glad you guys are coming to see us next week! 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

  
 
Comment From Ellie and Lucy  
we had fun bye 
 
Comment From caleb  
bye 
 
Comment From jamey  
i like animals 
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Comment From Hannah  
this was so so fun i can not wait till next week 
 
Comment From Guest  
Bye! 
 
Comment From caleb  
yes 
 
Comment From Eli  
bye i will go on critter cam at home 
 
Comment From David in VA.  
Great questions class.. 
 
Comment From Mabelli  
I love talking to you. good bye. 
 
Comment From jamey  
this was great all see you at home 
 
Comment From caleb  
good bye 
 
Comment From Jonas  
biy 
 
Comment From Ben  
bye 
 
Comment From Eli  
is pogo a prey or predtor 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Oh what a great question! 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
He's both! opossums can be prey -- large raptors or larger mammals will try to eat young opossums in 
particular -- but Pogo is a predator of many insects and bird eggs or small birds, mammals, and more! 
 
Comment From jamey  
bye i love animals 
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Comment From natoria  
wow love it see you next 
 
Comment From Candice VaBch  
Bye. Great class 
 
Comment From connor  
you were great 
 
Comment From Ben  
phebe is so cute 
 
Comment From Pat, NJ  
Wow, what a fun class today. You guys had great questions and we all hope you enjoy Pogo this school 
year. We all love him too, and learned a lot about opossums today. Join us again real soon. You all just 
proved that we are NOT smarter than a third-grader, ha ha. 
 
Comment From Pat, NJ  
I'm verklemp here! Those kids were something else! 
 


