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Cam in the Classroom 
Mrs. Matheson’s Fourth Grade Class 
Desert Valley Elementary School, Bullhead City, AZ 

 

Friday, November 7, 2014 

Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
Chromebooks are slow connecting but most of us are ready! 
  

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Excellent! We'll get started then. Hi, everyone and thanks for tuning in! 
 
Comment From katiesmom  
So cool that the kids have chromebooks!!!! 
 
Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
1. How much does Grayson weigh? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Right now, Grayson weighs 605g. Her diet is working! 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

  
 
Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
2. Did Grayson behave at the Gala? (did all the ambassadors behave?) 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
She was awesome! Grayson is one of the best. :)  
 
I asked Leighann how she did, since Leighann had the honor of being Grayson’s escort. She said: 
“Grayson did wonderfully! She didn’t bate once! At one point I think she decided she was hungry and 
kept trying to eat my glove. She wasn’t fazed at all by the crowds or the loud announcements.” 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
And yes, ALL of the ambassadors behaved and were just great. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

  
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I took a photo of "you" with Grayson: 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

  
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
And then: 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
She just had to see what that was! 
 
Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
It's not everyday you have a 4th grade class on your feet! LOL 
 
Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
3. Do you know how our bluebird ornaments did at the silent auction? (we hope we raised lots of money 
for WCV) 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
They did VERY well! 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Here's a photo of "you" with them before the bidding frenzy started: 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

  
Before the bidding war starts ... 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
And then it just sort of went crazy. 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I walked by the table about five minutes before it closed, and there was a bit of a bidding frenzy … 
maybe katiesmom can tell us more? 
 
Comment From katiesmom  
Hey kids! I have some information on the bluebirds that you made for the auction!!!! 
 
Comment From katiesmom  
Mrs. Lydia and I bid on them! 
 
Comment From katiesmom  
And we had to bid - and Bid and BId and BID!!!!!! to get them!!! 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
There was a lot of bidding. 
 
Comment From katiesmom  
We even almost had to recruit some help to get them!!!! 
 
Comment From katiesmom  
They went for - let's see - should I make this a math problem??? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Oh my ... 
 
Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
It's up to you, katiesmom! 
 
Comment From katiesmom  
It was AMAZING!!!!!!! 
 
Comment From katiesmom  
$110!!!!!!! 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
WOW! 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
In the end -- happy bidders: 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

  
 
Comment From katiesmom  
But Mrs. Lydia and I divided them up so that we each paid half - and we each got half of the bluebirds!!!! 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Thank you, class, for donating the ornaments! That is wonderful. They were definitely a popular item, 
and by donating them, you helped feed and treat our wild animals (and Grayson too!) 
 
Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
4. What was Grayson's patient number when she came to WCV? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Her patient number was 10-1371. 
 
Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
Wow! What a surprise! We were so glad to help (and thanks to sweetpea for donating for us to make) 
 
Comment From katiesmom  
We love them and look forward to the birds for next year!!! 
 
Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
5. Do you know if Grayson really had a sister or brother? 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We don’t know for sure, but it's very likely she did! Nests of two to three chicks are pretty common for 
Broad-winged Hawks. 
 
Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
6. Who was the person who rescued Grayson? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I don’t know the name of her rescuer; that didn’t make it on to our records. The person found her on 
his/her property in Grayson County though, and took her to nearby rehabilitators William and Joyce. 
 
Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
7. We've been looking at photos of Grayson and we're noticing she has some yellow on the top of her 
beak. What is that? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Oh great question! That’s called her “cere” (like “sear”). 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
It’s part of the beak and covers the base of the beak; it’s where the bird’s nostrils are. It’s hard, and 
often described as “waxy” (the Latin word for wax is cera). 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

  
Cere 
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Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
8. Did you feed Grayson mealworms yet? Did she like them? How many did she eat? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
One of the enrichment items that the education raptors get sometimes is a pan filled with leaves and 
insects. Mealworms are commonly used for this – they help make the leaves rustle! I don’t think 
Grayson has taken a great interest in her leaf pans though. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
But, just to see what she'd do with a regular mealworm, I took one out there yesterday. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

  
What is that? 
  

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Conclusion: not impressed. She finally pecked at it when it crawled over her toe, but she let it fall to the 
ground. 
 
Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
9. What kind of chicks does Grayson get on 'chick Wednesday'? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
They are young chicks – of the chicken variety. 
 
Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
She definitely isn't a mealworm type of bird! lol 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
No, definitely not -- Jaz would be shocked at the waste of a good mealworm! 
 
Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
10. Since BWHA migrate, does Grayson 'know' she's supposed to migrate? Does she behave differently 
during migration time? 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
She doesn’t behave any differently, so I don’t think Grayson thinks she should be on the move. Many 
people think associate migration with cold weather – as if the birds choose to go to a warm climate. But 
the cold temps aren’t the reason. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
For a long time, it was thought that Broad-winged Hawks migrated as their preferred prey started to 
decline here at their breeding grounds … but even that isn’t it! 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
After a lot of research and observation, the current thought is that it’s all about the timing of the 
thermals [column of rising air].  
 
Broad-winged Hawks time their peak migration with the best thermals, which allows them to do less 
work as they fly. There is definitely a “cost” to waiting until later in the season. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
At any rate, Grayson has never had to migrate, and she’s not really exposed to the thermals in her 
enclosure. If food declining WAS a motivating factor, she wouldn’t experience that either – she never 
misses a favorite meal here! 
 
Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
11. So, when Grayson was at Hawk Watch, did she behave or did she want to join the other kettles and 
migrate? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
She behaved (as usual!) but Raina said she did keep an eye to the sky now and again. 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

  
 
Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
12. We noticed in PEFA's video, there is a red card on the door. What does this mean? Does Grayson 
have one? Who else has one? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Wow, you guys are very observant! No, Grayson doesn’t have a red card. The red card means “staff 
only”. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We usually use it for birds that are a little more dangerous at times, so that our students and volunteers 
don’t go in with them. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
The PEFA just had it on her enclosure during the main part of training so that only Raina and I could go in 
there; she doesn’t have that red card up anymore. 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Buddy, Ruby, and Edie have red cards because they are a little more … feisty! Especially at feeding time. 
Also our patient eagles have red cards when they are in small enclosures, since they are more dangerous 
at that point. 
 
Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
13. How long has Pogo been there? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Pogo has been at the Wildlife Center since this past spring – he came in May 2014. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

  
Pogo the Virginia Opossum 
 
Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
We had the question "Does Wilson have a red card?" LOL 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Ha, no, no red card for Wilson! 
 
Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
14. Do you have any snakes at WCV? 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We don’t have patient snakes right now, just our education ambassadors – Severus, Albus, and Malcolm. 
 
Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
Not unless he is secretly one of the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. 
 
Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
15. How did Buddy get his name? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Buddy hatched on an eagle cam in 2008 – he was in the wild, and thousands and thousands of people 
watched his cam and watched him hatch. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Viewers had different nicknames for him – some called him Easter because his egg was laid on Easter 
weekend; some called him “Poink” because he ate a lot; many people called him Buddy. When he was 
just a few weeks old, viewers noticed something on his beak – which turned out to be an avian pox 
lesion. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

  
Buddy's pox lesion 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

  
Buddy's pox lesion 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
He came to the Wildlife Center, and the rest is history … when it was time to name him, we just went 
with Buddy, since that’s how many people knew him from when he was very young. 
 
Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
16. How cute was Gus when you got her? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I bet she was VERY cute! She was still quite young when she arrived in 1994, but I wasn’t around back 
then, and I don’t know of any photos of her. But, baby Barred Owls look like this: 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV 
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Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
17. Why do some birds attack you? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Hmm, good question! It depends on the situation. In the wild, it’s usually because the bird is defending 
something. Sometimes people are dive-bombed by blue jays, wrens, mockingbirds, or other tough little 
songbirds when people get too close to the nest/ babies. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
At the Wildlife Center, it’s usually also a defensive move – wild birds aren’t interested in being around 
us, so they have that “flight or fight” response.  
 
They’d rather fly away from us, but if they feel cornered, they will make themselves look very tough, and 
then might attack. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
And then of course, we have our human-imprinted birds that might attack because they aren’t afraid of 
humans at all – but of course, that’s why they are not able to be released. They don’t have normal bird 
behavior. 
 
Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
18. Can birds get rabies? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
No, just mammals are able to get the rabies virus. 
 
Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
19. How many joined us for class today? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
70 people! 
 
Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
We have one final question: How is it coming with the name for PEFA? 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Oh ... slowly. :) I have a lot of thinking (and reading and research) to do! 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

  
 
Comment From Lydia, PA ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ ♥  
OH, I managed to peek in before the end of class! Yay! I hope you saw my message Mr. M's kids that I 
am so happy to have your Bluebirds. Katiesmom and I won them at the Gala. My bluebirds are from 
Emily, Destiny, Jace, Adam, Mykaela, and Michael C. I Love them! And you brought a good price for WCV 
too 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Thank you class, for the wonderful questions! 
 
Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
The teacher has to thank you for doing your 'homework' and helping us with our reading next week on 
firsthand and secondhand accounts 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Oh yes, no problem! 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
and I have one more photo of "the class" at dinner with me: 
 



Cam in the Classroom: Mrs. Matheson’s Fourth Grade Class Page 17 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

  
 
 o  ent  ro   a e    ๏  ๏)  

OOOOhh, our kids think that was one of the bestest classes EVER! What FUN, and we learned so MUCH! 
Thanks Ms. M's students and every one at WCV and CN/EN/BN! Hugs! 
 
Comment From CarolinaGirl  
Thanks for the great questions class. Always learn along with you. Have a super day! 
 
Comment From janeinstpete  
Outstanding questions today Ms. M's class. You were all great! 
 
Comment From David in VA.  
Great questions class. Good job 
 
Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
Since we are finished, I will open it up for them to say hello! 
 
Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
I hope we had good table manners! 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Oh yes ... well-behaved, just like Grayson! 
 
Comment From tinksmom/MO  
Thank you Mrs. M and Class from Missouri! Great questions. 
 
Comment From GN  
Check it out - Amanda was at Table AA. 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Kristen swears she didn't do it on purpose. 
 
Comment From mike  
hi 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Hi! 
 
Comment From taylor  
hello 
 
Comment From Jace  
HELLO!!! 
 
Comment From Moses  
hello 
 
Comment From Jacob from Mrs.matheson  
Hi Mrs.amand 
 
Comment From Gina and michaelc  
hello 
 
Comment From Dawntye  
hey how are the dicicous trees. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
The deciduous trees? Are you guys studying biomes? The trees here in VA are losing their leaves ... lots 
of raking going on these days! 
 
Comment From cody and matty  
hy 
 
Comment From Gina and michaelc  
hi 
 
Comment From lahna  
how are you doing 
 
Comment From chloe and Mykaela  
hi Mrs.Amanda.how are you doing 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Great, how are you guys? How are those chromebooks? 
 
Comment From katiesmom  
I forgot wot write down the names of the bluebird makers that I have, but based on who Mrs. Lydia has - 
I have the remainder of them!!! Miss Amanda has a photo of them at my house on the table. 
 
Comment From kimberly  
can you send us a picture of the snakes 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

  
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

  
Albus the Eastern Ratsnake 
 
Comment From lahna  
awsome 
 
Comment From adam  
hi 
 
Comment From chloe and Mykaela  
you guys are SO awesome for taking care of the bluebirds and 
 
Comment From chelsea destiny  
hi 
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Comment From Jacob from Mrs.matheson  
can i see grayson 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I have another new photo of her: 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

  
 
Comment From Jacob from Mrs.matheson  
That is cool 
 
Comment From mike  
pignoli 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

  
 
Comment From mrs.matheson adan  
hi 
 
Comment From taylor  
cool 
 
Comment From Maria in PA  
Hello Kids!! It was nice to share your class time! Excellent questions. 
 
Comment From Kathryn in Mi  
Wonderful questions today, class. 
 
Comment From Gina and michaelc  
can we see a picture 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

  
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
That's Grayson's enclosure. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
It's a little dark since we haven't cleared all the leaves off of the roof yet! 
 
Comment From Jacob from Mrs.matheson  
It is cool 
 
Comment From lahna  
grayson is such a cutie totie 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I swear she can't take a bad picture! Always so pretty. 
 
Comment From Gina and michaelc  
can we see a picture of wilson 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

  
Wilson the Eastern Box Turtle 
 
Comment From adam  
can u show us gus 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

  
 
Comment From taylor  
cool pictures 
 
Comment From mike  
pogo read 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Sometimes Pogo likes to read for book club. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

  
 
Comment From Jacob from Mrs.matheson  
Thanke you 
 
Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
Mrs. Matheson was distracted as Mrs. Dias, our assistant principal came through to check out class and 
Chromebooks. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Hope all is going well with the new technology! 
 
Comment From Gina and michaelc  
can we see a picture of ruby 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

  
Ruby the Red-tailed Hawk 
 
Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
We need to sign off as we have to shut down and put away the Chromebooks before recess (in 10 
minutes. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Thanks, class, for all the great questions! 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
And thank you for your donation to the gala! 
 
Comment From taylor  
bbbbbbbbbyyyyyyyyeeeeeee!!!!!!! 
 
Comment From Jace  
goodbye 
 
Comment From chelsea destiny  
see you later 
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Comment From dawntye  
good bye miss amanda. 
 
Comment From kimberly  
also can you send us a picture of the dead chicks 
 
Comment From katiesmom  
Bye kids - have a great afternoon! 
 
Comment From Jacob from Mrs.matheson  
by mrs.amand 
 
Comment From adam  
by by 
 
Comment From Gina and michaelc  
you are a wonderful care of animals 
 
Comment From chloe and Mykaela  
can you take a picture of Emma 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

  
Emma 
 
Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
Technology is okay - it is a bandwith issue, so some students had to buddy up. Otherwise, went well. 
 
Comment From Moses  
goodBAY!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 
Comment From lahna  
bye tell grayson i said bye to 
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Comment From Gina and michaelc  
bye 
 
Comment From cody and matt  
have you ever fed grayson a live food. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Just the mealworm, I think! 
 
Comment From Mykaela  
goood bye YAY!!!!!!!! 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Bye, class! 
 


