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Ms. Ewing’s 4th Grade Class 
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    James Madison Highway, Fork Union, VA 
 
 
 

Friday, October 24, 2014 

 
Comment From Ms. Ewing  
Ms. Ewing's fourth grade class is in 6 minutes early and ready to go whenever you all are :) 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Good morning, class! So glad you could be here with us this morning to ask questions about Pignoli. I'm 
ready when you are! 
 
Comment From Pat, NJ  
Good morning Ms. Ewing and class. Hope you enjoy your session with us today. We've all got our 
thinking caps on! 
 
                     ๏  ๏)  

Welcome Ms. E's students! Our special needs kids also have Pignoli as one of their educational 
ambassadors from WCV. We LOVE Cam in Class programs! Waving to all here! 
 
Comment From Ms. Ewing  
Does Pignoli have anyone living with her in her cage? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
No, Pignoli doesn't have any roommates -- but her next door neighbor is our other screech-owl, Alex! 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

  
Alex the Eastern Screech-Owl 
 
Comment From Trey  
Alex is super cute...... How old is Pignoli? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We don’t know Pignoli’s exact age since she was an adult when we found her in 2003. But, with that 
date in mind, we know she is at least 12 years old! 
 
Comment From Aubrie  
We know you found Pignoli in October - but what day in October did you find her? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
October 20. So this past Monday was Pignoli's 11-year anniversary! 
 
Comment From Matthew  
How much does Pignoli weigh? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Pignoli weighs 197 grams at her last weigh-in. That's just under half of a pound! 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

  
Pignoli getting weighed 
 
Comment From Abigail  
Since Pignoli is not in the wild anymore, what does she eat at the wildlife center? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
At the Wildlife Center, Pignoli mostly eats mice, and occasionally some insects. 
 
Comment From Katie  
Who are Pignoli's friends at the wildlife center? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I guess we are! Screech-owls are territorial and not very social with each other, so that's why she doesn't 
live with another owl. So I guess the people who take care of Pignoli each day are her greatest friends! 
 
Comment From Ms. Ewing  
We noticed that on the top of Pignoli's head she has feathers that look like ears - where are her ears 
located? 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Oh, that's a great question! The little tufts of feathers can be deceiving -- but those are just feather tufts, 
designed for camouflage. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Pignoli's ears are actually holes on each side of her head -- kind of like our ears, but without the flappy 
part that sticks out! 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

  
Pignoli the Eastern Screech-Owl 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
If you look at this photo, you'll see those black feathers that sort of outline Pignoli's face -- under those 
feathers is where her ears are! 
 
Comment From Justin  
Does Pignoli kill her prey or is her prey already dead? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
It's already dead. All of our education ambassadors eat already-dead food, since that's a little easier for 
them to catch with any injuries they might have. 
 
Comment From Livvie  
Do you think Pignoli is sad or happy most of the time? 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I think she is content. Wild animals are usually most concerned with finding food and staying safe. 
Pignoli gets her food delivered to her every day ... and is in a safe enclosure. So she doesn't have to 
worry about that! 
 
Comment From Leah  
How much does Pignoli eat a day? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
She eats 25 grams of mice each day. Sometimes the size of the mice vary, but that usually means she 
gets about two mice a day. 
 
Comment From Ryan  
Does Pignoli like to play? What does she do for fun? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Good question! That can be hard to say. She doesn’t really do things in front of us – she’s is secretive. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We do put different “enrichment” items in her enclosure – you can kind of think of these things as toys! 
Sometimes it’s food-related (a new or different type of food), sometimes it is a new object for the 
animal to move around or play with. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Sometimes these things are natural (like pinecones) ... and sometimes they are things like this: 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

  
Pignoli's Duck! 
 
Comment From Logan  
Does Pignoli still fly well with only one eye? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
No. She’s partially blind in her one eye – so she can’t see very well to see where she is flying! 
 
Comment From Courtney  
How did you all save Pignoli's life? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Well, saving Pignoli’s life starts with the rescuer – it’s a very good thing someone found Pignoli and got 
help! Otherwise, Pignoli would have not been able to find food. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
At the Wildlife Center, a veterinarian gave Pignoli a check-up – and was able to see that her eye was 
very badly injured. The vets removed the eye so that it wouldn’t get infected, which would make Pignoli 
even more sick. 
 
Comment From Anthony  
How much water does Pignoli drink a day? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I'm not sure! She does have a small dish of water that she can drink out of or bath in, but she's secretive, 
so she usually doesn't do it in front of us! 
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Comment From Hannah  
Does Pignoli like to be petted by humans? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
No, Pignoli doesn't really to be petted -- she would actually try to bite us if we did that! 
 
Comment From Landon  
How long is Pignoli? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
You know, I need to measure her. Screech-owls are usually between 7-10 inches long. How about I 
measure her and will let Ms. Ewing know later? 
 
Comment From Ms. Ewing  
That would be great! 
 
Comment From Katie  
Will Pignoli ever be on the critter cam? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Pignoli has a very small enclosure, because she has such limited vision. So we actually can't fit a Critter 
Cam in her enclosure! But, I do want to try to take a video of her that we can show you. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Also, what cam are you watching now? Are you by chance watching Buddy Cam? (Cam 3)? 
 
Comment From Ms. Ewing  
No, we are watching the Raven - but we can switch. That would be awesome to take a video of Pignoli! 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
If you happen to look at Critter Cam 3, I can point the camera toward Pignoli's enclosure. You can't see 
Pignoli in it, but you can get a sense of where she lives! 
 
Comment From Ms. Ewing  
We are watching Buddy now - we seem to have a hard time picturing how small Pignoli is - could you 
possibly take a picture of her comparing her to someone else? 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Sure! 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
If you are watching Cam 3, the cam is point toward the two screech-owl enclosures. Pignoli lives on the 
left. 
 
Comment From Ms. Ewing  
That's awesome you can move the cam - we can now see her enclosure. 
 
Comment From Ms. Ewing  
Awesome! 
 
Comment From Courtney  
**Do you know where Pignoli's rescuer found her? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
A woman found Pignoli by some railroad tracks in Charlottesville. 
 
Comment From Aubrie  
Do you all have any other Eastern Screech Owls other than Alex and Pignoli? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Those are our only two education Screech-owls. We do get in many screech-owls as patients every year -
- they are one of our most numerous raptors! 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I think we only have one right now though -- but will probably get in a lot this winter. Screech-owls are 
often hit by cars in the winter time when they are searching for food. Sadly, sometimes it's easier to find 
food by the road, which is a pretty dangerous place! 
 
Comment From Katie  
Are Eastern Screech owls becoming extinct? 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
No, they are still doing well and are not becoming extinct. Still, they need all the help we can give them. 
One thing we can do is NOT litter! That's pretty easy, right? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

  
The message of the apple core 
 
Comment From Trey  
Does Pignoli ever try to bother Alex in his cage? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
No, the actually can't see each other directly -- sometimes that might bother a screech owl (if they see 
another one in their territory!) But they can hear each other (if they decide to talk at night). 
 
Comment From Leah  
How many owls are at the wildlife center? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Right now we have three owl patients (ones that we hope we can release) -- and then we have six 
education owls, and two surrogate parent owls! 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
The two surrogate parents (a Great Horned Owl and a Barred Owl) help us take care of baby owls that 
come in every year. The two surrogates can't be released, but they help us raise the babies so that the 
babies can be released! 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Actually, Pignoli has helped us with this before -- she's filled in for a short period of time as a surrogate 
mom! 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

  
Eastern Screech-Owl chicks 
 
Comment From Trey  
When people come to visit the wildlife center what is Pignoli typically doing - sleeping? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Yes, she's usually in her box in her enclosure -- taking a nap! 
 
Comment From All  
Aww.... so cute..... 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
They are very cute! 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

  
Beak! 
 
Comment From Hannah  
Amanda do you typically take care of Pignoli? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I help take care of her by weighing her sometimes, and looking at her feet to make sure she is staying 
healthy. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We have staff rehabilitators that feed her every day and clean her enclosure. 
 
Comment From DaShawn  
Is Pignoli protective over people? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
No, she's not too protective over us. She's probably more protective over her house! 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Oh, our volunteer Shelly is actually going in to weigh Pignoli and Alex right now! 
 
Comment From Trey  
What do the orphan owlets eat? 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Mice -- just in very small pieces! 
 
Comment From Anthony  
Are there any picutures of the surrogate owls? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

  
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
That is "Papa G'Ho" (Papa Great Horned Owl) with two of "his" babies from this year. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
And this is "Mama BADO" -- Mama Barred Owl. She's a new addition! 
 
Comment From Ms. Ewing  
Is it possible to take a picture of them getting weighed now? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
It looks like Shelly is weighing Alex first. 
 
Comment From Hannah  
Are there any other pictures of Pignoli? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

  
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Are you guys ready for a very embarrassing photo of Pignoli? 
 
Comment From Ms. Ewing  
Yes, to the embarrassing one. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Every year, Pignoli molts her feathers -- she loses the old feathers and replaces them with new ones. 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
The end result is great, but the molting is very awkward! 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

  
Pignoli the Eastern Screech-owl ... Molting! 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

  
Molting! 
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Comment From All  
ohhhh.... poor Pignoli! 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

   
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
But when she's done, she looks great! 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

  
Pignoli the Eastern Screech-owl 
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Comment From All  
We have both of the "normal" 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I also have this photo of Pignoli in her box -- this is inside of her enclosure. This is usually where she 
sleeps. 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

  
Pignoli 
 
Comment From All  
Perfect! 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

  
Pignoli at Carter Mountain (Charlottesville area) 
 
Comment From All  
Much better 
 
Comment From Ms. Ewing  
She looks sleepy in that picture. 
  

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We must have kept her up all day! 
 
Comment From Trey  
Last question.... was Pignoli nervous/feisty when she first arrived at the wildlife center? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I don't think she was very feisty when she first came, since she was very badly injured. She was probably 
nervous and a bit scared. We're very glad that someone found her and brought her here -- and we're 
glad she's a part of our education team! She's certainly not nervous and scared anymore -- she is one of 
our best education birds! 
 
Comment From All  
We appreciate our questions getting answered... and the additional pictures! 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Thanks so much for your great questions! We will find out how tall Pignoli is ... and maybe you guys can 
come back for another session sometime and we'll get more photos! 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

  
Pignoli, the Eastern Screech-owl 
 
Comment From All  
Thank you SO MUCH for your time, Amanda! We look forward to talking to you again soon! 
 
Comment From Pat, NJ  
Thanks to Ms. Ewing and class for all of the great questions. We hope you enjoy having Pignoli for the 
school year. She is such a cutie and we all love her too. We hope you all will join us again soon. 
 


