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August 29, 2013 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Okay guys, I'm going to go check in with Chapin ... we'll get to know her in about 10 minutes! 

Prep your questions, read her bio, and get ready to welcome her! 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Hi Everyone! Nice to "meet" all of you. I will do my best to keep up with your questions! 

 

Comment:  
WELCOME, Chapin, from our 19 special needs kids in west Augusta County! Our kids have 

been active with WCV and the critter cams for more than two years. Quite the 

educational and emotional tools we need for these precious housebound children, and we 

are forever grateful for every one there! 

 

Comment:  
Hello and welcome Chapin to WCV and to our crazy but loving Critter Nation. We come here to 

learn and then to spread the word about wildlife to all those that do not watch. By the 

way, you'll not find a worrier in the bunch...not! LOL 

 

Comment:  
Welcome back to WCV Chapin. 

 

Comment:  
Welcome to Critter Cam Chat Chapin and Welcome to WCV 

 

Comment:  
Hi Chapin - welcome! What is your favorite animal - and when is your birthday! 

 

Comment:  
Hi Chapin! Welcome to the chat! 

 

Comment:  
OK - got my lunch heated and ready to meet Chapin!!!! 

 

 

Critter Cam Chat 

Special Guest: 

Chapin Hardy 

Outreach Coordinator 
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Comment:  
Let's just get the burning questions I know ALL of CN wants answers to in right up front. 

Chapin, what is your favorite critter and when is your birthday? 

 

Comment:  
Hi Chapin Welcome! Go Paladins!! I am in Greer, so about a 30 minute trip to Furman. 

Beautiful campus. We are happy to have you become a part of CN. I, along with many 

others, came here with the Rock Stars. Being a lover of all animals, I have found my 

favorite spot to come for animal "fixes". The care of the critters, the knowledge shared 

with us, and just the fun staff keep me coming back every day. I look forward to getting 

to know you too. 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
First answer. My birthday is July 31st and my favorite animal probably would be an Amur 

leopard. Virginia wildlife would be bobcat and fox 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Yay Greer! Go Paladins! 

 

Comment:  
Nothing like getting the important questions out of the way right off the bat! 

 

Comment:  
Happy Belated Birthday Chapin! 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Thank you! 

 

Comment:  
You mean we just missed your birthday by a month? How terrible! 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
It’s all good 

 

Comment:  
May we see a larger copy of your chat icon? 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Let me see. I'm still getting the hang of this 

 

Comment:  
Hello Chapin. Welcome to chat. We all love WCV and how we are educated on all types of 

critters. The staff and mods are terrific. We have a lot of fun but get serious when we 

need to. Can't wait for you to come on and get to know us. 
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Comment:  
OH so precious, TY 

 

Comment:  
Welcome Chapin from one Richmonder to another. :) I just love WCV and all that it stands for 

and represents. 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Ok some of you asked what I thought of the Center and all its changes 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
I am Very happy to see all the changes and the growth the WCV has had. Conservation is 

through education and the Center does such a wonderful job. The new enclosures are 

fantastic and the staff are as wonderful as ever. 

 

Comment:  
Welcome to Critter Nation Chapin! We were asked to share our reasons for tuning 

in/participating in the mod discussion. First and foremost, this is a very special place to 

me. Not only because I am a "mod squad mother", but because I have become a "CN 

groupie". This is a place to learn something new every day, which fulfills WCV's mission 

in a fun and caring environment where special friendships and bonds have been forged. It 

feels like family here. I love WCV's forthright and honest way of sharing both good and 

bad news, the sense of humor and compassion, and the camaraderie (watch out for 

Congowings though, she likes to edit comments; and I also must warn you that I am 

known for RAKs --Random Acts of Keystrokes--because my fingers are dyslexic.) 

 

Comment:  
In what ways will working at WCV differ from what you have done in Africa and Disney World, 

other than the difference in species? Hope this is not a silly question. 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
While I have only been at the Center for little under 2 weeks, there are some differences. In 

Africa I was out in the field doing observational research on mountain zebra and termite 

nest locations in reference to water sources. So I'm definitely not doing that here! 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
At Disney I did a 3 hour long tour and was outside a good part of the day. I would deliver 

conservation messages and help educate guests about what they can do to help 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
So with programs, that will be similar 

 

Comment:  
Well you can be helpful if you report termite nest locations to Ed right away. :) 
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Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Also here I'm not walking over Nile crocodile and hippo each day 

 

Comment:  
Chapin, will you be going along for the eagle release tomorrow? (we need a reporter form the 

field I am sure!) 

 

Comment:  
Have you met all the cubs & Buddy yet? Those cubs are so much fun to watch. 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
I have met Buddy. He has grown up so much since the last time I saw him! As for the cubs, I saw 

them when I was with the rehab staff and helped them clean their pen 

 

Comment:  
Welcome Chapin. Like many others I came with the Rock Stars and stayed because this is the 

bestest place! I know you've only been here a few weeks but what has been the best thing 

so far? 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Working with the staff and being in such a beautiful place 

 

Comment:  
Chapin, I was wondering what your on the job training has been like? What types of things have 

they had you doing? 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
My job training so far has been learning how to update the website, following Raina with the 

tours, and of course working with the education animals. I've worked Pignoli, Alex, and 

Grayson so far. 

 

MVK:  

Chapin- I just wanted to take this opportunity to say Welcome to WCV and nice to have you 

here. 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Hi MVK! 

 

Comment:  
Welcome back to the Commonwealth Chapin. Are you going to the eagle release tomorrow? 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
No I will not be. I need to man the fort here 

 

Comment:  
Does that mean that you will be here on line with us doing commentary?? 
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Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Possibly. I need to see what is on the To Do list 

 

Comment:  
Did you help treat the bobcat when you were at WCV in 2008? 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
In 2008 I helped with Bob's socialization, meals, and of course cleaning. 

 

Comment:  
Chapin, can you tell us more about the tours you did at Disney, what was the focus of them? 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Of course! 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
There were 2 parts to the tour. The first half was an African bush walk and were had fall 

protection gear (full body harness). We would talk about wildlife and use cliffhangers 

that were 10 feet above hippos and crocs. Then we would cross our bridges and go to our 

safari truck 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Out on safari we would talk about the animals and the nice thing about our truck was that it was 

smaller than the others so we could pull over in certain areas and really watch them 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Then we would go up to our safari camp and serve them and an African inspired snack, which 

was really a full meal in my opinion 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Then back on to the truck to our other savanna and back to where we started. We also took 

pictures the entire time with a Nikon D 90 

 

Comment:  
So with all of the many things you will do with the outreach department, what do you most look 

forward to? Tours? Website stuff? Chat stuff? Animal handling? 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
I am really looking forward to working with the education animals and doing programs. I love 

talking to people about animals and conservation. 

 

Comment:  
Chapin, you said you worked with Alex and Grayson and Pignoli. Who did you like working 

with the best so far? And who do you most look forward to working with? 
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Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Grayson so far. But they are all good birds! 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
I look forward to working with our Great Horned Owls and of course Buddy 

 

Comment:  
For Chapin near end of her intro.. could you tell us about your hobbies, pets, and favorite foods? 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
I am a runner. I ran my first half marathon in Feb 2012 and then a 10 miler in Sept 2012. I also 

enjoy cooking, reading, and being outside. I really enjoy being out in nature so kayaking, 

hiking, camping, I'm game! 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
I also play tennis 

 

Comment:  
Do you have any pets at home? 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
I currently don't. But my parents have a dog who is the family dog. So I in a way she is sort of 

mine. My mother also has horses. 

 

Comment:  
Chapin, had you followed any of the happenings or critter cams at WCV before coming back? 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Yes I followed Buddy, NX, and Briscoe 

 

Comment:  
Oh boy, now I gotta go read up on Briscoe. :) 

 

Comment:  
Briscoe is an incredible owl, isn't he? Strikingly handsome! 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
He is! 

 

Comment:  
Chapin, were you at WCV in 2008 when Buddy arrived? 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Yes, I had just started. I watched the procedure and was there til mid August that year 
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Comment:  
What is the hardest or most difficult thing you have had to learn/do with animals that you never 

had tried before? 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
All animals or ones at the Center? 

 

Comment:  
In general, even in Africa... 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Teaching orangutans to station was pretty difficult! They are so smart so you had to do it just 

right! I am sure there are others, but that is what first comes to mind. 

 

Comment:  
So your job description is the same as Raina's right? Sounds like a big mix of everything! 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Yep I'm Raina's partner in crime haha 

 

Comment:  
What a wonderful wildlife ride you are embarking on at WCV. I wish you well and much 

success. 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Thank you so much! I will do my absolute best! 

 

Comment:  
Welcome Ms. Chapin ~ ok, what does it mean to "station" an orangutan??? 

 

Comment:  
LOL thanks Susan for asking. 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
I would have them go to a specific spot and stay there. Kind of like Buddy going to the yellow 

perch for his meal. 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
It’s also called target training 

 

Comment:  
Chapin, thank you for spending time with us allowing us to know you a little better. You are in 

great company! 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Of course. Looking forward to getting to know all of you! 
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Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Other questions? This is your chance! 

 

Comment:  
Shoe size!!! 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Size 10. I am quite tall and have Godzilla feet 

 

Comment:  
Hi Chapin welcome to our online family....has anyone else noticed no quesions from GN 

yet.....maybe his file is full...hahaha 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Sorry I am doing my best to answer what I can. Sorry GN 

 

Comment:  
Have you ever worked with birds "on the glove" before? 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Not really. I'm very excited to continue my training 

 

Comment:  
and type of critter you really like in slippers... 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Oh goodness. Umm maybe a fox or bobcat? I like all slippers 

 

Comment:  
What was your favorite African animal and why? 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Can I have 2 favorites? 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Or maybe 3? 

 

Comment:  
sure! 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Rhino, sable antelope, and leopard 

 

Comment:  
Where will you go & what will you be doing when you leave WCV? 
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Congowings:  

Would like to welcome you to the Wildlife Center and the Moderated Discussion, Chapin. I 

know they (and us) are glad to have you. 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Thanks Congo! And Melinda, I'm not planning on leaving any time soon. This is my full time 

job! 

 

Comment:  
Chapin we all love it here and hope you do too 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
I loved it in 2008 and things haven't changed 

 

Comment:  
What kind of accommodations did you have when you were living in Africa? and welcome to the 

WCV world. 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
I was in a research facility and we also camped in Mountain Zebra National Park on the Western 

Cape. 

 

Comment:  
Oh my gosh!! You don't think things have changed since 2008? We pride ourselves that things 

HAVE changed. But it has always been Wonderful! 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Sorry. I mean my love hasn't changed 

 

Comment:  
How long were you in Africa? 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Little over a month. We hit the ground running and worked like mad men 

 

Comment:  
Will you be going to the Gala in November? 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
To my knowledge, yes 

 

Comment:  
Chapin, I bet your family is glad to have you back in VA! 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Momma and Daddy definitely are! My brother is still far away 
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Comment:  
Do you think if people asked the same question over and over and over that you would want to 

strangle them? 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
It takes A LOT to get me want to strangle someone. Don't get any ideas now! 

 

Comment:  
Chapin...your intro to GN! 

 

Comment:  
Hi Chapin, I'm very late getting here. I want to welcome you to WVC, and CN. I love coming 

here to see the critters and learn so much every day. I've been following WCV ever since 

Buddy came so I'm one of those people...LOL 

 

Comment:  
May I ask about your name-does it mean something special to your family or did your parents 

just like it?? 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Sure Chapin is my middle name. It’s a family name and was a great great great great (you get the 

idea) grandfather's name 

 

Comment:  
Thanks for joining us today and hope you are getting settled and comfortable in the Outreach 

office with that tough boss of yours. 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Ha ha. Amanda is pretty scary 

 

Comment:  
hi Chapin! Welcome! Do you like hot or cold weather best? 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Oh that's tricky. I've spent the last 2.5 years in FL and that was HOT! o I'm going to say cold 

 

Comment:  
When will you start doing programs in schools? 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Not entirely sure. Right now I am just shadowing Raina on programs 

 

Comment:  
Oh, so your answer to Barb's question begs another be asked. What is your first name (that you 

are not using--I get it, my husband uses his middle name too) 
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Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Olivia 

 

Comment:  
Oh, I love the name Olivia! It has become very popular. By the way, you do sort of look like 

Amanda. 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Maybe I'm Amanda's long lost 2nd cousin once removed 

 

Comment:  
Hi Chapin. I go by my middle name too and I DON`T tell people my first name for my own 

reasons. 

 

Comment:  
I like Chapin. Has a nice sound 

 

Comment:  
It is great fun getting to know you OCH. 

 

Comment:  
Chapin, Amanda runs a tight ship but you will be okay! Looking forward to seeing you here 

often! 

 

Comment:  
Raina says Amanda is a pushover. 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Haha 

 

Comment:  
I have a feeling GN will pay for that. 

 

Comment:  
Welcome Chapin! I've been reading along and see that one of your favorite animals in Africa 

was the Rhino. There was mini-series on a couple of months ago about 4 American 

Soldiers being over there to help with the fight to save the Rhinos. Did you work with 

Rhinos or get to witness them out in the wild? Thanks! 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Rhino wars! 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
I saw rhino everyday in Africa. Sadly don't think that would be the case nowadays 
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Comment:  
OK so now we can hope for a snowy winter! It will be interesting to see the bears in snow. Have 

you been involved with the bears since your arrival? What kinds of things do you think 

the public needs to learn about the bears? 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
I haven't worked with them really. We try to have as little human contact with them as possible 

to keep them wild. I've helped clean and watched them on the critter cam. I think the 

public needs to know how to coexist with bears in the area and also about their behaviors. 

 

Comment:  
What ate your accommodations at WCV? Roomie with Raina? 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
I don't think Raina would want me there since she has her nice husband. I live with 2 UVA law 

students that went to Furman with me. They were a year or two behind me. 

 

Comment:  
LOL..Do you share an office with Raina? 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Yes in a way. It’s a big open room so we have our own desks but we can talk across the room 

 

Comment:  
Has Amanda let you use the Gator yet? 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Nope not yet, but possibly in the future. 

 

Comment:  
Chapin, Raina has been teaching us about snakes and trying through education to convert those 

who do not like them to change their opinion regarding them. Is there a particular animal 

that you feel gets a bad rap and you would like to change everyone's opinion about? 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Great question! 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Of course snakes and vultures 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Not a lot of people like opossums either so they would be one I would like people to change their 

opinions 

 

Comment:  
We love our Buttercup! No problem with vultures 
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Comment:  
For those who don't know about "bob", Chapin’s avatar - 

http://admin.brightcove.com/viewer/us20120731.1622/BrightcoveBootloader.swf?playerI

D=1660497460001&44692044001=&isUI=1&isVid=1&videoId=50356428001 

 

Comment:  
Is there any animals that might be at WCV that you would be uncomfortable around? 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
I don't think there is an animal I would be uncomfortable with. I need to get to know some of the 

education animals and their quirks though 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Ok 5 more min friends 

 

Comment:  
Buttercup has pretty much accomplished the vulture conversion. Everybody loves Buttercup! I 

now think of all vultures as natures cleaning crew. 

 

Comment:  
And we all think possums are cute! 

 

Comment:  
Hi Chapin! I just stopped in and you are leaving! Welcome to CN @ WCV. I will scroll back 

and read the discussion. Will you be going to the eagle release tomorrow? I'm planning 

to. 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
I will not be. I have some duties here 

 

Comment:  
You seem to handle the chat well, Chapin. But we know that WCV only hires the BEST! We 

love you all! Thanks for visiting with us. 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Aww thanks y'all. It’s been fun! 

 

Comment:  
Chapin, our special needs kids would like to know if, when shadowing Raina at presentations, 

you also work with her educational animals she brings, and which of these are your 

favourite? 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
I believe so. And Grayson is my favorite so far. 

 

 

http://admin.brightcove.com/viewer/us20120731.1622/BrightcoveBootloader.swf?playerID=1660497460001&44692044001=&isUI=1&isVid=1&videoId=50356428001
http://admin.brightcove.com/viewer/us20120731.1622/BrightcoveBootloader.swf?playerID=1660497460001&44692044001=&isUI=1&isVid=1&videoId=50356428001
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Comment:  
Why do I participate in the Mod discussion? I have been here since the Rocks Starts arrived at 

the Center. I live near the Center but did not know a lot about it - and have brought the 

occasional injured critter there. Over the past 2 years, I have learned so much about 

wildlife from being a participant here. And in fact started volunteering at the Center last 

winter. I have laughed util tears ran down my face here with the "nation" and cried over 

the loss of the patients and education animals that have died. The blog has allowed me to 

meet friends from all over the US and - Canada - and the world really! Lydia said this is 

like family - NOT true - It IS family!!! 

 

Comment:  
Chapin will you be going out on programs as well to the schools and other functions around the 

area with some of the educational animals? 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Once I am all trained I will! 

 

Comment:  
Have you worked with Athena and/or Gus yet? (they are both my adopted critters. I love barred 

owls) 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Not yet but hopefully soon! 

 

Comment:  
When you travel and do programs you roomie may be a screech owl. ;) 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Excellent! 

 

Comment:  
Hi Chapin! Does WCV still have Bob? 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
No he is at Maymont 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Okie dokie folks. I need to head out. Great talking to you all and I'll see you around! 

 

Comment:  
Thank you for spending time with us and hope to see you on here again soon. Congrats on your 

new job/adventure!! 

 

Comment:  
Thanks for being here with us today Chapin, hope to see you soon! 
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Comment:  
Looking forward to many more chats! Thank you!! 

 

Comment:  
Chapin, thanks for being here. You will fit right into the family! 

 

Comment:  
Chat with us anytime! 

 

Comment:  
Thank you for spending time with us today, Chapin. Again, welcome back to WCV. 

 

Comment:  
Thanks for letting us get to know you, Chapin! 

 

Comment:  
Thanks for spending time with us! 

 

Comment:  
It was great meeting you on the mod discussion Chapin, I look forward to meeting you in person 

soon. My free time is over, and I have to get back to work for now. Later, CN :) 

 

Comment:  
Thanks Chapin. Hope to see you real soon ! 

 

Comment:  
Amanda, I would give Chapin an A+ for her first chat. 

 

Comment:  
Welcome to the WCV, Chapin! I, like many, was hooked on the rock stars and came to the site 

once they were moved to Waynesboro. Since then, I've been hooked on learning more 

and more about native wildlife and appreciate ALL the efforts to treat and release as 

many critters as possible. I have shared info and links to the website with many people. 

Learning is an ongoing process no matter what age. 

 

Comment:  
Why do I tune in and participate? Well you see, it all started with these three eaglets...:) I 

continued because I was learning far more about animals and wildlife than I ever 

dreamed possible! My daughter got interested and started shadowing vets at wildlife 

centers and then volunteering at one closer to home, BUT I stayed and she still checks in 

now and then. She dreams of being a wildlife vet and working at WCV. I watch the bears, 

the eagles, the owls, whatever else is on cam! I have shared this with my students in a 

unique way through both class and an after school club dedicated to learning about 

wildlife and conservation of our environment. My club loved the chats and would have 

watched the cam and chatted every Monday. We learned a LOT about the various 

animals and birds the center cares for, what we can do to help keep the animals in our 
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environment safe and lessen our impact. We studied all different kinds of animals, and 

Amanda and Raina rose to the occasion answering our questions about the different 

reptiles, turtles and tortoises, birds, mammals, fish etc. 

 

Comment:  
Welcome back Chapin! I found WCV when the Rock Stars first came and followed them. When 

released, I became so interested in all the wildlife critters you house or heal. Also, the 

education has been wonderful...I've learned so much and have thus expanded my personal 

knowledge. Sure hope you love being back in VA...also my natal state-Quantico, to be 

exact 

 

Comment:  
Here is a good one: I have been a follower since the Rock Stars were rescued. I love the site and 

all the information they provide on each patient and how they help it and then release it 

back into the wild. Have a great time at the Center. 

 

Comment:  
I think it will be hard to choose why I'm part of the critter cam discussion and all. I know initially 

it was because of the rock stars but now... wow endless reasons. I really hope Chapin is 

ready for this :) 

 

Comment:  
Today is very hectic around my house so I'm likely to miss the session with Chapin. First and 

foremost welcome Chapin to the Critter Nation! I am certain that your time at WCV will 

be incredible because each and every staff member we're introduced to easily becomes a 

superhero in their own way! In terms of why I watch the critter cam and participate in the 

chat, it took me a bit to think about that. Initially it started with the "rock stars" having 

watched them hatch and develop I wanted to see them grow strong and move towards 

their release date. Once they flew to freedom, I truly felt connected here, there were so 

many other patients we were learning about, and so many stories with the education 

ambassadors it was impossible to stop asking questions and learning! This turned out to 

be a great thing, because as luck would have it some of my University classes had 

components where knowledge from staff at the center made all the difference. Ed taught 

me all about snake bites and snake venom, and has engaged more than once topics that 

have come up in other courses! Amanda has become the greatest source of inspiration 

and knowledge especially when teaching us how to better co-exist with wildlife! Raina is 

fantastic the way she works with Buddy still intrigues me, she has become so confident 

it's fantastic! In essence what keeps me coming back is everything. I love it here, I'm 

grateful to be here and part of this remarkable Critter Nation. All the best with your 

journeys ahead and hope to see you here often! 

 

Comment:  
For Chapin-I came with the NBG 3 and never left-love the people, the spirit, the learning and 

watching the many critters we have learned about. Support it whenever I can 
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Comment:  
To Chapin: I am unable to be on during your first forray into the world of Critter Nation as I will 

be busy teaching long division to 4th graders. I watch/read the Critter Cam for enjoyment 

(bears are cute, but dangerous) and the plethora of learning opportunities - for both my 

students and me! This group (WCV and Critter Nation) have become an extension of my 

family. Welcome to our wonderfully wild and wacky (and RAKy for Lydia) family! 

 

Comment:  
For CHAPIN… Like so many others, I followed the Rock Stars to WCV from Norfolk Botanical 

Gardens in April 2011. Have gone from being a member of EN (eagle nation), to the 

expanded CN (critter nation). 

 

Comment:  
For Chapin: [so glad to know how to pronounce your name.] I live in Texas. I love wildlife and 

animals. I have traveled to Virginia at least times in the last couple of years. [since July 

2011] I "tune in" to WCV on a very, very regular basis. I have friends in Texas that do 

the same, and have encouraged many to find this blog. What does that tell you about 

WCV and all the things they do? Really. I am not a wealthy person and yet I do all I can 

to raise money for WCV. Have you ever seen anything like the love and determination to 

help them that we have? Can you compare it to something you have seen, or a place you 

have worked with? [Big welcome to 'the nest'. Such a wonderful place to be. We are very 

giving.] oh, and when is your birthday? 

 

Comment:  
For Chapin, I forget what I said when Raina started. This time I'll say I come here because you 

guys care about us.................................almost as much as you care about wild ones. 

 

Comment:  
why do i tune in and participate? i absolutely love everything about WCV and those associated 

with it! when i first started exploring the web site in april of 2011, i think i read every 

single thing i could find - from patient stories, to news articles, to bios, to...well 

everything! and i still do read everything. i also really appreciate the moderated chat - the 

knowledge and information, and the overall tone of friendliness is so much better than 

any "unmoderated" chat/discussion board could ever be. i'm here every single day - 

haven't missed one in the past 2 and almost 1/2 years! 

 

Comment:  
For Chapin: I tune in to learn everything about WCV-- patients, staff, new equipment, stories, 

biographies, chats from Ed, Amanda, Raina and all the others. And to watch Buddy and 

the bears who are wonderful critters to see. 

 

Comment:  
I participate in the moderated discussion to laugh at Lydia's typos. 

 

 

 



Special Guest: Chapin Hardy 18 8/29/2013 

Comment:  
Welcome Chapin to the moderated chat. WCV has an excellent chat room. Mods are terrific and 

we always get quite an education from snakes to turtles and many other critters. We have 

a lot of fun but can serious when need be. Can't wait until you can come and chat with us 

on your own. 

 

Comment:  
welcome Chapin 

 

Comment:  
Hi Chapin: Nice to meet you!! Glad you are joining us on the chat. 

 

Comment:  
Thank you for coming into the chat today. We so look forward to getting to know you. 

 

Comment:  
We have learned from Ed and Staff to take the sad with the happy...a no holds barred philosophy, 

(that took many us a while to understand) but one that was important to learn when 

dealing daily with the work done at the Center. 

 

Comment:  
Hi Chapin and welcome to the Critter Nation! I was wondering if you are ready for all the laughs 

and "strange" occurrences of the critter nation. We have had aliens in flight pens, 

discovered little Kristen could fit in a bear sink, had bear story time with Mr. Randy, and 

even learned that The Edgle can dance rather well, and that Amanda can accessorize Gala 

dresses with turtle slippers! Never a dull moment :) 

 

Comment:  
Welcome back to WCV. Contrary to what you probably have heard, we are only 98% nuts but 

100% harmless. 

 

Comment:  
oooh I can see Rhino slippers on Chapin, won't that be a first! 

 


