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Hi everyone! Hope everyone is having a good afternoon ... shortly, Mrs. Matheson's 5th grade 

class will be joining us for a little Q&A. They have adopted Misty the Barred owl this year and 

they are very excited to learn more about her! As many of you know, Misty is also the avatar of 

Congowings on WCV's moderated discussion.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Yes, we're very excited to see how our cam is used in the classroom! I know Mrs. Matheson's 

class has been watching ... and we're excited to see them study Misty and Barred Owls 

this year.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
For those of you who are on right now who haven't "met" our education ambassadors -- you can 

check out the list and see everyone, including Misty -- 

http://www.wildlifecenter.org/wp/support-the-center/caring-for-critters/  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 5th grade 

Good morning (it is here). We just came back from Music. How are you today?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Hello and good morning to you guys in Arizona! Glad you're with us. It's a rainy day here in 

Virginia, but all is well!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Well, all birds of prey receive an eye exam from the vets when they first arrive -- and when the 

vets looked in Misty's eyes, they saw some damage there. You actually can't see it just be 

looking at her -- they only knew because of their special eye equipment. So with that 

information, based off of observation of how she flies around her enclosure, they knew 

that she couldn't see well enough to be released.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 5th grade 
How old is Misty? When is her birthday? How old will Misty get? (Marisol, Asia, and Montana)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Well, we actually don't know how old Misty is really! She has been at the Wildlife Center for 2 

1/2 years now. She came in as an adult -- so she could be as young as 3 1/2 years or as 

old as ... 15 years! Generally, Barred Owls live to be 10-15 years in the wild (if they stay 

out of trouble) but in captivity they can live even longer. She came to us in February 

2009, so while we don't know her birthday, she at least has an anniversary date with us.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 5th grade 
What is the weather like in Virginia? Are you in the Appalachian Mountain? Does Misty like 

snow?  
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Right now the weather is pretty warm in Virginia -- but not as hot and humid as it normally is at 

this time of year! Today is pretty rainy. We are in the Appalachian Mountains, and while 

I'm not sure that Misty enjoys the snow (she hasn't played in it like some of our other 

education birds have) she doesn't seem to mind it much!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 5th grade 
What does Misty eat? Anything besides rats? Do owls eat worms like other birds? (Summer, 

Deyvi, and Jose)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Misty primarily eats mice (she tends to not like the bigger rats that we have here!). No worms, 

but in the wild, Barred Owls can also eat songbirds, fish, insects, and bats, as well as 

toads and frogs!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 5th grade 
What is the length of her beak? (Nadia) How long are her wings? (Samantha) How fast can 

Misty fly? (Joan)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I have to say, I've never measured Misty's beak! It's a curved hooked beak, but is a couple inches 

long. Barred Owl wingspans are usually around 40 inches, more or less, and while Misty 

isn't a huge barred owl, we do think she's a female -- so she's probably more on the 40+ 

inches range. She can move pretty quickly when she wants to -- but we don't let her fly 

around much in larger enclosures so she doesn't run into something (since she can't see 

well).  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
For those who are just joining us, we're having a Q&A session with Mrs. Matheson's 5th grade 

class -- they are writing in from Arizona! They're class has adopted Misty the barred owl 

for the school year and they are learning more about her and barred owls in general. For 

those who haven't been to our website before to read up on our education animals or see 

photos, here is a photo of Misty ...  
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Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 5th grade 
Does Misty have any babies? (Destiny) Has she been a mom? (Jose) Will she ever be a mom? 

(Jose)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
No babies ... we don't know what her life was like before she was injured and came to the Center, 

so maybe she did have babies. No plans for her to have any in captivity either.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 5th grade 
Why do owls fly at night?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Well, owls are nocturnal, so they're up at night while we're all sleeping! They'll fly around at 

night to find food -- they're well-designed for the nocturnal life. Owls fly very very 

silently and have feathers all the way down to the tips of their toes. That makes it easy for 

them to quietly sneak up on their food at night.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Here at the Center, we have Great Horned Owls, Barred Owls, and Screech owls. Those are also 

the ones we commonly see as patients here. Other owls in Virginia include Barn owls, 

Saw Whet Owls (very tiny -- very cute!), Long-eared Owls, Short-eared Owls, and very 

very rarely in the winter time -- Snowy owls.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 5th grade 
How many different types of owls do you have? (Giselle)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Oops, sorry, would've been good for me to publish the question first .. .  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 5th grade 
Will Misty's eyes every heal? (Andrew) Is Misty able to grab her prey while she flies?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
No, Misty has permanent eye damage to both of her eyes -- and since those injuries won't heal, 

she'll be with us for the rest of her life. The good news is that she's a GREAT education 

bird! I don't know that Misty could grab her food while she flies -- while she can 

definitely see some, she may not be coordinated to pounce on live food like an owl in the 

wild would.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 5th grade 
Do owls like the different seasons?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
It's probably more difficult for them to find food in the winter -- especially when we have those 

days where snow is covering the ground, or worse, snow and then ice -- all the little 
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rodents want to stay hidden underground. So I'd imagine that spring/summer is a nicer 

time of year for them, when food is more plentiful.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 5th grade 
We have a few snapping turtle questions: Where did they find the turtles? (Genesis) What will 

happen to them? (Areli) Will they be safe?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Oh yes, our "big release" earlier this week! http://www.wildlifecenter.org/wp/2011/08/bale-of-

turtles/ The turtles were found right here in Waynesboro -- just a few minutes from us, in 

the downtown area. Someone on the rescue squad was in the parking lot of the rescue 

station in the very early morning hours -- and saw 29 baby snapping turtles stranded in 

the parking lot! The heavy rains we had this weekend washed out their nest and it looks 

like the turtles had just hatched. A dramatic way to start their lives! The rescue squad 

person spent awhile in the rain picking them all up. We released them just two days later 

since they were healthy.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We hope they'll be safe -- when we released them they were doing what they should be doing -- 

burrowing down in the mud to stay out of sight. They are easily picked off by predators, 

so they will hopefully not draw much attention to themselves!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 5th grade 
One challenge question, Miss Amanda. Marisol would like to know how can a chameleon 

change colors? I know it's not native to Virginia, but they were allowed to ask 'animal' 

questions.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Oh you guys are asking the challenging questions! Well, from what I know, it's because they 

have several kinds of special cells in their skin -- and the cells can pick up the reflected 

light of their surroundings to help them blend in better to their surroundings. A pretty 

neat trick!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 5th grade 
John wants to know if Misty is ever going to get her own camera?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Hmmm, well, I guess you never know! When we put all of our materials in place outside, we 

will in theory, be able to have a camera in any enclosure. That's the idea anyway. So yes, 

maybe we will be able to do that - particularly for our "cam in the classroom" friends!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 5th grade 
Will we be able to see a picture of Misty's 'habitat'?  
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Yes, let me see what I have ... I don't think I have a great photo of the outside of her enclosure, 

but I do have some that show more of what it's like on the inside. Misty actually shares an 

enclosure with Gus, another one of our Barred Owls.  

 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
You can see there that Misty is in her box in the corner (her favorite spot) and her roommate Gus 

is out on a perch in the middle of the enclosure.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Thank you guys for coming on the discussion today! Enjoy the rest of your day!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 5th grade 
Comments from everyone about Misty has been: cute, beautiful, exquisite, pretty and in Spanish 

"hermosa"! 

 


