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Cam in the Classroom 
Ms. Sandridge’s Kindergarten Class 
Greenbrier Elementary School 

                           Greenbrier Drive, Charlottesville, VA 
 
 

                        Friday, May 8, 2015 

Comment From Ms. Sandridges Class  
Good Morning! 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Good morning Mrs. Sandridge's Class! 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
I am so excited to have you here! 
 
Comment From Ms. Sandridges Class  
Our first question is: Where are the bear cubs this morning? 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
By the looks of the camera, they might be sleeping off camera. They often like to sleep behind the zinger 
crate. 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
But knowing them, nap time won't last long! 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
But on Critter Cam 2 we have Papa G'Ho our foster Great Horned Owl and the orphan owlet he is 
helping to raise. 
 
Comment From Ms. Sandridges Class  
We counted 5 cubs yesterday, is that correct? Are they males or females? 
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Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
We have six cubs right now! 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Black Bear cubs #15-0503 and #15-0504 were admitted on May 4! 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV 

  
Black Bear cubs #15-0503 and #15-0504 
 
Comment From Ms. Sandridges Class  
How did the cubs end up at the wildlife center? 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
And all our cubs are boys! 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
All of these cubs are orphans or had been separated from their mother. 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Even after people gave the mother bear time to come back to her cubs, she didn't return. Thankfully 
kind people brought them to the Wildlife Center so we can take care of them. 
 
Comment From Ms. Sandridges Class  
How many of the cubs are siblings? How many bear cubs does a mother bear usually have? 
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Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Most of these cubs came in as single cubs, but Black Bear cubs #15-0503 and #15-0504 are siblings.  
 
A mother bear or a sow has usually two to three cubs, but she can care up to five cubs! 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
And when bear cubs are born, they are tiny! 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV 

  
Baby bears! 
 
Comment From Ms. Sandridges Class   
We did not know that a mother bear was called a sow just like a pig! What do they eat and how often? 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
When they are little they nurse and drink milk from their mother. As they get older, they start trying 
solid foods like berries and nuts and maybe meat if they find it.  
 
Right now our cubs are being fed two times a day a "mush bowl" which is a thickened bear formula. We 
are also starting to introduce soaked dog chow and soft fruits. They are growing very quickly! 
  

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
They are becoming stronger every day and are getting into everything! Even our GoPro camera! 
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Chapin Hardy, WCV 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G7c04LoCT9s 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Makes you a little bit dizzy, right? 
 
Comment From Ms. Sandridges Class   
How old are the cubs now and how much do they weigh? (We thought that video was hilarious!) 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
They are about three months old and they eat weigh between 3 to 6.5 kg. That's between 6 to 14 
pounds! 
 
Comment From Ms. Sandridges Class   
What does an adult black bear weigh? 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Good question! Females (girls) are usually around 150 pounds and the males (boys) are typically 250 to 
300 pounds. 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
But there are always exceptions and some male Black Bears have been more than 400-500 pounds! 
 
Comment From Ms. Sandridges Class   
Do you know what happened to any of the mother bears? 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
We don't know what happened to the mother bears. It's possible that they mothers were hit by cars or 
were scared off by humans. Black Bears are normally very shy around people, and run away if they spot 
humans. 
 
Comment From Ms. Sandridges Class   
Wow! There is a big difference between the sizes of the males and females! 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G7c04LoCT9s
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Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
There definitely can be! 
 
Comment From Ms. Sandridges Class   
How long do bear cubs stay with their mothers? 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Usually about 1.5 to two years. 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Eventually they go off on their own or the mother bear will run them off. 
 
Comment From Ms. Sandridges Class   
Will you keep the cubs for that long? 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Probably not that long, but we are working with the Department of Game and Inland fisheries to figure 
out what would be best for them. 
 
Comment From Ms. Sandridges Class   
Will they all be placed back into the wild? How do you teach the bear cubs what they need to know at 
the Wildlife Center? 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
We definitely want to release them back into the wild. That's our goal. We treat to release! 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
At the Wildlife Center, we keep the bears away from humans as much as possible. By keeping the bears 
separate from us, they can learn how to be bears. We have a BIG outdoor enclosure that has trees to 
climb, dens to sleep in, and we will hide food so they learn how to search and find food. A lot of the 
things bears need to learn to survive is already in their heads, but they just have to practice it. 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
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When we are around the bears, we don't cuddle or talk to them. We want them to be afraid of humans 
and not think of us as good things. 
 
Comment From Ms. Sandridges Class   
Do any of the bear cubs have special needs that you have to take care of? 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
They are all healthy! When they first come to the Center, we give them fluids and electrolytes (think like 
Gatorade). Then we give them any medicine if they may have an illness or maybe parasites. 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Oh! I see some movement behind the zinger crate door! 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Looks like the cubs might be starting to wake up! 
 
Comment From Ms. Sandridges Class   
We noticed that there were people in their enclosure. Who do you allow in? We know that you try to 
keep humans away as much as possible. 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Those are our rehabilitation staff. They are the only ones that are allowed to go in with them and feed 
them. 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
They have special training to work with bear cubs. 
 
Comment From Ms. Sandridges Class   
Thank you so much for answering all of our questions! We are going to continue to observe the cubs! 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Wonderful! I can't wait to see all of you tomorrow! 
 
Comment From Hummingbird   
Good-bye! It was nice having your Kindergarten class on cam today, Mrs. Sandridge. 
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                     ๏  ๏)   

Thank you for being here, Ms. S and students, AND Chapin! Our special needs kids LOVE Cam in Class! 
Waving to all here! 
 
Comment From Pat, NJ   
Thank you for joining us today Ms. Sandridge and your class. You had FANTASTIC questions and we hope 
you continue to enjoy the bears and will join us again soon, and that you will enjoy the Center's visit! 
 
Comment From Ms. Sandridges Class   
We are so excited! See you tomorrow! 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Bye! 
 
 


