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October 9, 2012 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 

Good Morning Raina! Welcome to the Cam in the Classroom! Is this your 1st time as a 

moderator? We have lots of great questions for you about the Red Fox, Broad-winged 

Hawk and the Cooper's Hawk, Are you ready?!!!  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Good morning! Yes, this is my first Cam in the Classroom...so I'm really excited, and ready for 

questions!  

 

Comment: 
Good afternoon Raina and class from a wet and dreary England  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:   
Why is the tip of a red fox's tail white? (Soraya)  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
I'm not sure the white tip serves a particular purpose, but I'd say it helps with camouflage  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:   
Do coopers hawks actually eat chipmunks and bats because i think they are to big in my opinion 

(ron)  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
They certainly could, but Cooper's Hawks typically eat song birds...like Blue Jays or Robins and 

even Mourning Doves or Pigeons.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:   
When you are taking care of the Red Fox will they think that maybe you are trying to hurt them 

or try to bite the vet? (rithika)  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Well, the foxes are certainly still wild...so they naturally don't trust humans too much, and we try 

to keep it that way. If they get too comfortable around humans while they are in our care, 

it can be a big problem if they are released. About the biting...our staff wears big gloves 

when handling the foxes and are really careful to not get bitten.  

 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:   
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Why does the cooper's does have a predator? Daniela  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Cooper's Hawks are predators, but could also serve as food for larger birds (maybe a larger hawk 

or even a great horned owl). They aren't completely safe, and when they are young and 

smaller, they are even more vulnerable to other predators.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:   
What do you feed the Red Fox ? (Lauren)  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
The Red Fox gets mice or small birds...not alive!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:   
Does the red fox's diet really have that much in it they seem like such small animals.(brett)  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Red Fox in the wild have a fairly varied diet. They might eat mice, birds, rabbits, eggs, snakes...  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:   
I have a question about the red fox- where do you get its food from?  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
We have dead mice here in our Wildlife Kitchen. We have lots of different types of food ready 

for many different species of animals.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:   
What is it called when you watch them eat their prey?  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Hmmm...I think you might be referring to our live-prey simulation. We call it "mouse school" or 

"chick school". When we are rehabilitating a patient, before we release it we need to 

make sure that they are able to successfully hunt on their own. So we test their hunting 

skills by putting them through mouse school or chick school.  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
We put the live mice or chicks in a bucket in their enclosure and test them to see how many they 

can catch  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:   
Do raccoon’s really eat Broad winged hawks ( Jordan )  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
I'm not sure a Raccoon would be able to catch a Broad-winged Hawk. But if it was injured and 

small enough, I suppose it's possible!  

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:   
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What is the average lifespan of a red fox? (meghan)  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Well, in the wild a red fox will likely live no more than 5 years. In captivity, it would likely be 

longer..maybe around 12-15 years.  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
In the wild, food is not always guaranteed for the fox. And there is more risk of injury or illness 

or being harmed by a predator in the wild. SO they tend to not live as long in the wild.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:   
How are porcupines a predator of a broad-winged hawk if they are land animals and they can 

easily fly away? (Melanie)  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Hmm...I don't know too much about porcupines and Broad-winged Hawks.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:   
Does the broad-winged hawk migrate during the winter or do they have some type of skin or fur 

that helps them stay warm. (Dan)  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Broad-winged Hawks are BIG migrators. They travel as far as Central and South America....it 

could be a several thousand mile trip for a Broad-winged Hawk for migration!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:   
How does an American crow eat a broad-winged hawk? (Cassie)  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
I don't think a Crow would be a big threat to Broad-winged Hawks. Crows are a lot smaller and 

their beaks and talons are designed for catching prey like a hawk.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:   
Are humans predators to the Broad-Winged Hawk? (Lauren)  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Sure, humans can be a threat to Broad-winged Hawks. Usually it's not intentional, and we don't 

really like to eat them (at least I don't!) but we can cause problems for them by accident.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:   
Why does the wolf attack the red fox they seem like the same species ( Jordan )  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Wolves and fox are part of the same family...and are actually related to dogs! But wolves are a 

lot bigger and stronger than the red fox, and if they are competing for the same food 
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source....like if there are only a few rabbits and the wolf and fox are both trying to eat the 

rabbits...I'd guess that the wolf would win.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:   
do coopers hawk have any predators besides humans. If they do do the coopers hawk have any 

chance on being a predator for that animal  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Cooper's Hawk could be food for a larger bird, but probably not too often.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:   
How long do broad-winged hawks live in captivity? (Soraya)  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
In captivity, they could live into their late teens.  

 

Comment: 
Good Morning Class great questions did your class adopt a critter? And if so which one?  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:   
What are the cooper hawk's predators.R they another type of bird (Brett)  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
I'd say a larger bird of prey could hunt a Cooper's Hawk, but they really are fast and agile birds 

so it would be tough!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:   
How big are Cooper's Hawks when they are born? (Mackenzie)  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Hmmmm good question! I'm not sure how much they usually weigh at birth, but an adult 

generally weighs less than a pound, so I'd imagine they are quite small.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:   
Why are the cooper hawks so vicious? It seems disgusting. (harshul)  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
I wouldn't say they're disgusting. They are really great hunters, and pretty persistent. I'd certainly 

want to avoid them if I was a small bird in the wild.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:   
OUT OF ALL THREE OF THESE ANIMALS (COOPERS HAWK BRADWINDED HAWK 

AND THE RED FOX) WHO LIVES THIS LONGEST? (MEGHAN)  
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Raina Krasner, WCV:  
In the wild, I'd say the hawks would live longest...in captivity, it would likely be pretty close 

between all three of them.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:   
How do broad-winged hawks digest porcupines? Shouldn't the quills scratch the hawk? It would 

be pretty cool if they could digest them. (Harshul)  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
The hawk would likely not digest the quills...they'd probably pull the quills out so they wouldn't 

get hurt eating the porcupine.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:   
Do you have wild horses?  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Hmm good question! There are feral horses in Virginia, but we wouldn't really treat them here.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:   
Yes we do have a classroom critter. His name is Papa GHO  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:   
It's almost time for lunch, so we must say goodbye. We had a great time with you, Raina! How 

many on the blog and where are they from?  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
We had around 300 people this morning...we had at least one from England, one from Canada 

and one from New England that I know of.  

 

Comment: 
Hi from chilly Michigan,  

 

Comment: 
Michigan  

 

Comment: 
GM Mrs. Harris and class. Keep up the good work. Look forward to your next session here. You 

always have such great questions, and the rest of us learn so much. New Jersey here.  

 

Comment: 
Keedysville, Md  

 

Comment: 
Hello, Mrs. Harris’s' class.... greetings from Salt Lake City, UT :o)  
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Comment: 
Great questions class!!!! Good job Raina and I am from TN.  

 

Comment: 
I am from Devon in England in UK....Hi Mrs. Harris's class!!  

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
It was great chatting with all of you today, Mrs. Harris's class! You had some really great 

questions. I look forward to speaking with you all again soon!  

 

Comment: 
Hello from Chicago  

 

Comment: 
Good Bye, class. Thanks for the great questions.  

 

 


