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October 7, 2011 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Good Morning Amanda! This morning we have the 8th period science class on the blog for the 

first time 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Good morning! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
We are still watching of our "mystery” owl here! 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Ah, did you figure out what kind of owl it is yet? 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Rober, one of our students, saw the owl on Tuesday!! 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Ah! Must be a good territory up there. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
He was walking home from school through the woods but didn't see the face of the owl :( 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
We still think it's a Barred owl or a Great horned owl though! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Amanda , our class would like to know where you're from! 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I grew up in southern Pennsylvania. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
We're studying the 7 Characteristics of life this week. The need for water is one of the 

characteristics. How do you keep an eagle from being dehydrated? 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Well, healthy eagles tend to take care of that themselves -- they will get in the water and will 

drink as well (as cam watchers have seen) but they do get a lot of their water needs from 

their prey as well. In our situation, we do see injured eagles more than the healthy ones -- 

so they come in already dehydrated (since they may have missed a couple of meals). So, 

just to get right to the heart of the matter and get them hydrated again, we give 

subcutaneous fluids. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
We read this morning about the King George County Bald Eagle. What are organophosphates? 

(Daniela) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Well, they are chemicals -- that are the base of many pesticides, herbicides, and things like that. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
What could the eagle have eaten that contained poison? (Nick W) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
So, the eagle could've eaten contaminated food -- if another animal got into that sort of 

pesticide/insecticide stuff and ingested. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
What are the symptoms of this kind of poisoning? (Samantha) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Usually we'll see the eagle stumbling a bit and being uncoordinated. Clenching their talons. Slow 

reflexes. All of the things we saw in this bird ... 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
How does Atropine work? (Aiden) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Wow, hard questions! I need Dr. Dave or Dr. Miranda here. Something about it blocks a receptor 

in the body ... and this is getting WAY out of my area of expertise! :) 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
What are subcutaneous fluids? (Ryan K) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
They are fluids that are given right under the skin. So not into a vein (through IV or "intravenous 

fluids") but just kind of make a bubble right under the skin and the fluids are absorbed 

that way. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Did the blood sample come back yet? (Nicole) 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Not yet, but I think we expect results today. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Now we have some Buttercup questions! How does Buttercup play peek-a-boo? (Monica) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Oh good, that's an easier question! Buttercup likes to come to the front of her enclosure, where 

there is a board going across the pen ... if she were to stand naturally, she'd be hidden by 

the board. So she does that ... but then she stretches up so that just her head is above the 

board and looking out through the vinyl coated welded wire that allows you to see into 

her enclosure. And then she keeps doing that! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
How did Buttercup become imprinted her 1st year with humans? (Ally) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Well, she was with humans -- and while all birds imprint (usually on their parents in a normal 

situation) vulture imprint really quickly and easily. So they can be quite tricky to deal 

with if they're around humans during that brief critical imprinting stage! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
How old do you think Buttercup is? (Kiany) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
She is one of the very few birds whose exact age we know! She was born May 24, 2004. I'll let 

you guys do the math! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
We have some questions too about Papa Eagle at NBG! Has he been spotted any more this week 

bringing sticks to the old nest? (Ally) 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Has the female eagle been spotted again this week bringing sticks to the nest too? (Phillip) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Actually, I haven't been keeping up this week on what those guys have been doing. I'm not sure 

if they've brought more or if they were just doing small amounts last week before really 

"getting ready!" 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
How long does it take for them to make repairs to the nest? (Kiany) 

 

 

 

 



Classroom: Mrs. Harris 4 10/7/2011 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I guess it really depends on if they're just fixing up the old place, or if they're starting from 

scratch -- and depends on what kind of wear and tear the nest took with last year's babies 

and the weather and everything. Sounds like they were right there at least year's nest, so 

maybe they won't have much to do! But I can't be sure. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
When eggs are in the nest, how long does it take before they hatch? (Emily) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
About 33-36 days. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
How can we tell the difference between Papa Eagle and the female eagle? Parker) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Good question! I've heard that the new female has more orange colored feet -- probably a result 

of her diet -- so that should make it easy, I'd think! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
If the Pap eagle had died instead of the mama eagle, would she re-use the nest if she found 

another mate? (Jess J) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Hmmm, good question! I'm not sure. That probably would've been preferable to her ... always 

easier just to fix up an already made nest, whether it was hers or someone else's! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
When did they first start seeing the male eagle and the new female eagle together? (Kianty) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I think just a couple of weeks ago. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Do you have any questions for us today?! 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Did you guys figure out how old Buttercup is? If she was born in May 2004? 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Or rather, hatched ... 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
We're still working on it! 
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Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Kiany says she's around 7 years old 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Yup, would've turned 7 this year. So her 8th birthday will be in May 2012! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Have you had any new owlets for Papa G'Ho? 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
No, we're kind of "out of season" for owlets -- we typically see them coming in in 

February/March. So we'll see if he has any work lined up in a few months! 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I was just imagining him in the new flight pen ... a HUGE space for him ... and having some 

young owlets in that "loft" area. I'm not sure he'd ever want to come out! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
How long do owls usually live? (Jess J) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
It depends on the species of owl -- the smaller ones, like screech owls, may live to be 12-15 in 

captivity ... the bigger guys can be much longer! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Our bell is getting ready to ring, so we'll need to sign off. THANK YOU for a wonderful 

morning with you! 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Thank you guys -- good questions!! 

 

Comment:  

Love these kids questions! I learn a bunch every time they are on! 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Okay everyone, I can't stay, but may be back on later ... we ARE having cam issues -- it's not just 

you, it's everyone! Actually, we seem to be having some phone issues too, so we have 

some calls/emails into tech guy and we'll see how we do in the next hour or so. In the 

meantime ... the hawk is sitting on the perch closest to the cam, currently with his back 

towards the cam. Wings look good! 

 

Comment: 

Oh, how I wish all this had been available when I was in school! 

 

Comment:  

Good class. Thank you for letting us be a part of it! 
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Comment:  

Here’s a YouTube video of an eagle release and he explains in detail about how pesticides 

affects the birds http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qfLlqdtZ_-I 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Oh fantastic, a good resource I didn't even know about ... 

 

Comment:  

In the YouTube video Ed tells about how Atropine works 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
And I just consulted with Dr. Miranda, so that I could have a better answer to that too -- the very 

simple explanation is that the organophosphate blocks nerve functions and the atropine 

reverses that. 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Okay, I'm out ... and still having internet/phone/cam issues, but we're working on it! 
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