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Comment from Miss Raulerson’s class:  
Just letting you know I'm here. The class is at recess but will be coming in in just a few minutes. 

I wanted to make sure the wireless was working.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:   
Wonderful! I'm also here ... just getting myself set up!  

 

Comment: 
Welcome Miss Raulerson and Class - they will love this site!!!  

 

Comment from Miss Raulerson’s class:  
Slight glitch here. Wireless internet stopped working so had to move to one of our wired 

connections. Almost ready here.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:   
Technology always seems to put us through our paces right when we're scheduling something 

important ...  

 

Comment: 
I am so excited to know Cam in the Classroom is spreading to more schools!!  

 

Comment: 

Amanda - please be sure to show Miss Raulerson where to find the archives!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:   
Ah yes! Does everyone know where to find our archives? :)  

 

Comment: 
I do under the cam  

 

Comment from Miss Raulerson’s class:  
Yes, I know where to find the archives.  

 

Comment from Miss Raulerson’s class:  
Okay, we're all crowded around one computer, but we are ready. Are you ready for our first 

question?  

 

Cam in the Classroom: 
Miss Raulerson  

North Elementary School  

Okeechobee, FL 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:   
Yes! Welcome everyone to the moderated discussion!  

 

Comment from Miss Raulerson’s class:  
Why did you choose to keep Buddy at the Wildlife Center Center as an education animal instead 

of looking for another place for him?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:   
Well, by the time we determined that Buddy was non-releasable (due to his beak), we were in the 

market for an education Bald Eagle. We like to have a variety of species here, and Bald 

Eagles make a big impact in programs!  

 

Comment from Miss Raulerson’s class:  
How old are screech owls when they get the same coloring as an adult?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:   
Oh, you can tell their coloring pretty early on -- if you check out our screech-owl post (about 

some patients), you'll see the little grey balls of fluff in the first photos ... but as they start 

growing in feathers, they are definitely grey or red! 

http://www.wildlifecenter.org/wp/2012/05/screech-owlets-grow-up/  

 

Comment from Miss Raulerson’s class:  
How many eggs can a screech owl lay in one season?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:   
Three eggs in a clutch is pretty typical, but they can lay as many as six (which would be a lot!)  

 

Comment from Miss Raulerson’s class:  
How long could Edie live?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:   
Since Edie (the American kestrel) is in captivity, and is healthy, she could live well into her 

'teens -- there are various sources on lifespan of kestrels, but it sounds as though some of 

the oldest were about 17 years old. Edie is 7 years old this spring -- actually, today is her 

anniversary with us!  

 

Comment from Miss Raulerson’s class:  
Thank you so much for the picture of Edie!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:   
Edie's one of our VERY photogenic birds! (and I think she knows it).  

 

Comment from Miss Raulerson’s class:  
Why do parents abandon baby birds?  

 

 

http://www.wildlifecenter.org/wp/2012/05/screech-owlets-grow-up/
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:   
If parents abandon a baby bird, it's usually because there is something actually wrong with the 

baby -- and they know that there is something wrong. Sometimes if there is a ton of 

activity and the parents get really stressed out, that might cause them to abandon them 

too. Overall though, the parental instinct is great, and mom and dad will readily come 

back and take care of their babies (if say, a baby falls out of the nest and then is put 

back).  

 

Comment from Miss Raulerson’s class:  
How did Quinn get stuck in a fence?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:   
I'm not sure -- but he's not the first Great Horned Owl to do that! It seems like each year, in the 

colder months, we get an owl that has gotten stuck in a barbed wire fence. My guess 

(which is just a guess) is that there must be something about the fence that is hard for 

them to see as they are swooping down to hunt -- and then they get entangled.  

 

Comment from Miss Raulerson’s class:  
How can a bird fall out of the nest?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:   
Well, we tend to see a lot of baby birds out of the nest after heavy storms (high winds) ... 

sometimes they can be crowded out too, if there is a particularly large clutch of babies 

and a particularly delicate nest that can't support them ...  

 

Comment from Miss Raulerson’s class:  
How far can an eagle fly before it has to stop and rest?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:   
Oh no, where's Congowings when you need her ... she knows ALL the eagle stuff. :) I'd imagine 

it depends on the thermals and all of that -- but a good distance, I think!! I know our 

Golden Eagle that was released early last year flew 210 miles on its biggest travel day -- 

it was flying from VA to Canada to get back to its summer breeding ground! 

http://www.wildlifecenter.org/wp/2011/02/tracking-the-golden-eagle/ 

 

Comment from Miss Raulerson’s class:  
The class all said WOW at that one!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:   
We were quite impressed too!  

 

Comment from Miss Raulerson’s class:  
Can barred owls fly as far as eagles can?  

 

 

 

http://www.wildlifecenter.org/wp/2011/02/tracking-the-golden-eagle/
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:   
I would guess probably less -- they're generally not a migratory species, and do a lot more sitting 

and waiting for food than active flying around.  

 

Comment from Miss Raulerson’s class:  
Why can't Grayson extend his wing?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:   
Grayson lost a little bit of length on one of his wings -- it was fractured when he first came in, 

and unfortunately couldn't be pinned due to where the fracture was on his wing. So, as it 

healed, the wing shortened a little bit -- so he doesn't get full extension.  

 

Comment from Miss Raulerson’s class:  
Why do vultures have no feathers on their heads?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:   
I believe it's mainly due to feeding habits ... having no feathers on their head to keep clean 

enables them to stay cleaner over all. Since vultures are scavengers, and often are sticking 

their heads into dead stuff to eat ... well ... that can get messy!  

 

Comment from Miss Raulerson’s class:  
How much weight could Jaz pick up with her claws?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:   
Hmmm, tricky questions! I don't know a number, but my guess is not a huge amount of weight -- 

she can definitely pick up some big sticks (she likes to move them around the enclosure), 

but she doesn't have those strong raptor feet.  

 

Comment from Miss Raulerson’s class:  
How can you tell that a bird has been imprinted on humans?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:   
It can definitely be tricky with some. Usually they are making feeding calls at humans, and show 

no fear of them -- for example, I remember Edie when she was first with us 7 years ago -- 

in an enclosure full of kestrels, she was the one that wanted to fly to us or at us all the 

time. We basically look for the "weird behavior"!  

 

Comment from Miss Raulerson’s class:  
EWWW and ICK to the sticking their heads into dead stuff!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:   
Buttercup says, "mmmmmmmmmmm!"  

 

Comment from Miss Raulerson’s class:  
How to you keep Papa Kestrel and Papa G'Ho from getting used to humans?  
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:   
They both live in our patient enclosures, rather than where the education animals live -- so they 

aren't getting a lot of traffic around their enclosures. We also don't pick them up very 

often (only for periodic weigh-in and health checks) ... they're sort of "off limits".  

 

Comment from Miss Raulerson’s class:  
How can you tell that a bird doesn't see well enough to be released?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:   
When new patients come in, they all get eye exams -- our vets have special equipment so they 

can look in a bird's eyes and see if they eyes are healthy or not -- they can see the back of 

the eye, and all the parts, and make sure everything looks okay. Usually it's during the 

eye exams that they notice something is wrong -- there is a blind spot, or a detached 

retina, or something like that. If we're unsure how the injury will affect the bird, we can 

watch the bird's behavior and flight and can see if it can find food and manuever around 

stuff in the flight pen.  

 

Comment from Miss Raulerson’s class:  
What happened to the male crow Jaz was paired with at the CRC?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:   
I'm not sure ... I know something happened to him, so I'm not sure if he got sick, or was an older 

crow, or what. But something happened so that Jaz was left alone ... and so she came to 

live here with us!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:   
(and Jaz is 20 years old this spring!!)  

 

Comment from Miss Raulerson’s class:  
Will Chayton get any bigger?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:   
Nope, Chayton is full-grown -- we believe he's about three years old.  

 

Comment from Miss Raulerson’s class:  
What did the birds do with the old Christmas trees you put in their cages?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:   
It depends on the bird -- some birds ignore them, some birds will at least perch in them, and then 

Junior the Golden Eagle -- well, he has the most fun of everyone! He uses his like a giant 

trampoline and after he's done jumping on it, he pulls out the branches and adds them to 

his nest.  

 

Comment from Miss Raulerson’s class:  
Would a golden eagle and a bald eagle be able to live in the same area without fighting?  
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:   
They might be able to, if the area was large enough and they didn't feel like they were actively 

competing with one another for resources ... they are pretty different though, at at least 

here in Virginia, don't tend to overlap very much (most Bald Eagles are more to the coast, 

or along the different river systems in VA, where Golden eagles stay to the west part of 

the state in the wintertime).  

 

Comment from Miss Raulerson’s class:  
Do any of your other birds make a nest every year like Junior does?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:   
No, not to the same degree! Jaz the crow will pick up sticks and move them around, but she 

hasn't built a big nest like Junior -- and we used to have a Red-tailed Hawk named 

Scarlette, and she would try to put some sticks together, but the "nest" was never as big 

and as complete as Junior's!  

 

Comment from Miss Raulerson’s class:  
How would a wire cage cause Junior's feathers to be shredded and broken?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:   
Wire cages like bird cages can often be bad for wild birds -- just because wild birds are more 

likely to try and escape, being uncomfortable in captivity. The rough edges of the wire 

can break and bend those delicate feathers.  

 

Comment from Miss Raulerson’s class:  
Why do humans illegally take birds from their nests?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:   
Good question! Probably because they're cute ... or they think that they'd make fun pets ... but 

wild animals typically don't make good pets (and can be hard to care for!)  

 

Comment from Miss Raulerson’s class:  
Why would someone want to keep a wild bird as a pet?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:   
Well, wild birds of different species are pretty interesting, so I guess some people just want to 

have something different as a pet, or just really love animals and want to take care of 

something!  

 

Comment from Miss Raulerson’s class:  
Why did Quinn's flight feathers not grow in properly?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:   
Sometimes when a bird has a lot of trauma to its skin, the feather follicles themselves can be 

damaged. I guess similar to mammals (humans ... dogs ... cats ...), if there is a lot of skin 
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damage (from a cut or burn or something), the hair won't grow back in that one spot. But 

with birds, that's a pretty big deal, since feathers are important!  

 

Comment from Miss Raulerson’s class:  
Why was Buttercup moved from another facility to yours?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:   
The other facility had several vultures, and were just looking to simplify their exhibit a little bit, I 

think, since their staffing had changed. Lucky for us!  

 

Comment from Miss Raulerson’s class:  
It's almost time for the bell to ring so we need to say goodbye. Thank you so much Miss Amanda 

for answering our questions. Do any of the viewers have questions for us?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:   
Thank you guys for coming on this afternoon! This has been fun. My question for you is -- who 

is your favorite education animal at the Center?  

 

Comment: 
Wow, you guys had some tough questions for being 3rd graders. Look forward to another 

session with your class. Have a great summer!!!  

 

Comment: 
Come back to c us again soon was fun  

 

Comment: 
Welcome class!!!! ;o)  

 

Comment: 
Class you have done your homework on a lot of different animals at WCV. Great questions!!!  

 

Comment: 
No questions here but welcome and hope you come back soon. Your students are great.  

 

Comment: 
Has your class adopted a critter?  

 

Comment from Miss Raulerson’s class:  
Most say Buddy with Buttercup coming in a close second.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:   
The two popular ones, of course! :)  

 

Comment: 
Loved the questions! Thanks class! Have a great summer!  
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Comment: 
WOW Miss Raulerson's class might be new to the cam in the classroom, but they know what's 

going on at WCV !! Great job Miss Raulerson, Kids and Amanda !!  

 

Comment: 
Great questions! How many are you?  

 

Comment: 
Welcome!! I have visited Okeechobee many times and have friends in Brighton! Glad to have 

you with us.  

 

Comment: 
Thanks for stopping by, we enjoyed your questions...how did you hear about the Center?  

 

Comment: 
Great questions, what grade?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:   
They are in 3rd grade. Some tough questions!!  

 

Comment from Miss Raulerson’s class:  
We have not adopted a critter and there are 15 of us. We are an all-girls class.  

 

Comment: 
Great questions  

 

Comment: 
Yea for the GIRLS!!!!!!!!!!!!!  

 

Comment: 
Just a comment--great questions!!  

 

Comment: 
Great ladies! Work hard and learn all you can. We need good female leaders.  

 

Comment: 
Miss Raulerson’s Class: Excellent questions. There obviously has been a lot of research and 

reading and following the WCV "What's New." Really liked the question about the 

Christmas trees. So enjoyed your being here today. Thanks, Amanda!  

 

Comment: 
All girls..cool!  

 

Comment: 
Girl power!!  
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Comment: 
How u guys find us?? WCV  

 

Comment from Miss Raulerson’s class:  
I heard about the center when the 3 eaglets were relocated there last year.  

 

Comment: 
GIRLS ROCK !!! Welcome to EN/CN & WCV !!!  

 

Comment: 
We girls really want to know! Have a great summer!  

 

Comment: 
I'm trying to picture Junior, such a regal bird, jumping up and down on his Christmas tree? Is 

there video of this?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:   
Oh I'm SO glad you asked ... http://youtu.be/xq5cRS9x3pw 

 

He wasn't QUITE as exuberant this year (must be slowing down a little! -- or, this was his 2nd, 

so the novelty wore off a little bit ... but I really wanted to give him my tree!)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:   
Three years ago he jumped up and down for 10 minutes straight, until he was out of breath!  

 

Comment from Miss Raulerson’s class:  
My girls also thought it was funny to think of a bird jumping up and down on the tree.  

 

Comment from Miss Raulerson’s class:  
I'm sorry to say you tube is blocked at school.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:   
Oooh, darn!  

 

Comment: 
So glad to have some new members of CN/EN! I'm working with a class in my area that raised 

trout in the classroom and released them recently. The students even wrote a book about 

their experience. Now if I could just get them hooked up with WCV, I'd be tickled pink!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:   
That would be great!  

 

Comment: 
Great job class! Makes me so happy the girls are learning about wildlife...Our future leaders of 

America!  

 

http://youtu.be/xq5cRS9x3pw


Classroom: Miss Raulerson 10 5/31/12 

Comment: 
Well, the bears were certainly polite and gave the class their full attention by staying out of the 

limelight.  

 

Comment: 
So was the conservation and activities WVC does worked into the school work this year; or a 

subset of a particular course? Very intelligent young girls...I was impressed.  

 

Comment: 
What a GREAT video! So cool!  

 

Comment: 
It’s built on the ground?? I though it was up cool I like it  

 

Comment from Miss Raulerson’s class:  
Learning about animals is part of our curriculum. After my trip to Virginia we had eagle week in 

the classroom and this was the culminating activity.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:   
That's great!  

 

Comment: 
Loved the video of Junior. He had a great time ☺  

 

Comment: 
Is there a reason he jumps up and down on the tree? Is he trying to pick it up? Or is he trying to 

break branches that he can use?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:   
I don't know ... some of both? Or it really is a fun bouncy trampoline?  

 

Comment: 
Amanda, I noticed in the video, that one of Juniors perches is elevated on some wood blocks - is 

this because he is a larger bird and therefore needs more height off the ground (for the 

tail)?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:   
That perch is very old ... I think that's always been in Junior's enclosure (well, since I've been 

around anyway). I think just one more choice for him if he doesn't want to be really high 

... but yes, we want that to be up off the ground more so he doesn't damage his tail 

feathers.  

 

Comment: 
I hope the students can watch the videos at home, or the library. the video of Junior is so cute. 

You asked excellent questions! We all learned today!  
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Comment: 
Amanda, here is a recent story about a GHO that got itself tangled down in a Phoenix 

neighborhood. It's not just fences that owls have problems with! 

http://www.myfoxphoenix.com/story/18661448/trapped-owl-rescued-in-scottsdale  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:   
Poor bird! Last year we got in a vulture that was entangled in soccer netting ... guess they're just 

not paying too much attention!  

 

Comment: 
I just wish my school was still in session - we could have participated as a class. (Mrs. Harris's 

sessions were too early in the morning.)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:   
Oooh, multiple classes at once ... that sounds fun!  

 

Comment: 
HI AMANDA! It's been a while (a trade show later)...!! I sent a small donation in honor of Ed's 

upcoming birthday (same day as my g-son)!! Make sure you get to see the card!! it is one 

of the funniest ever!! Edie, btw, is gorgeous!! Say hello to Mom, please!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:   
Ah yes, the big day is coming right up!!  

 

Comment: 
Good afternoon Amanda and hello to Miss Raulerson's class from Canada. The video of Junior is 

great and his enclosure has that lived in look. He has done his own form of decorating. lol  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:   
Yes ... the rehab staff entirely picked up his nest the year before last and did a big deep cleaning 

... that following fall Junior decided to move his nest up front, rather than being in a back 

corner. Interesting just to watch him decide where to put things ...  

 

Comment: 
Oh, saw little cubbie making a very brief appearance on cam!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:   
Ah, I missed it ... this is bear pen 1 (split screen), where the newest Shenandoah County Black 

Bear is.  

 

Comment: 
I hope Ms. Raulerson does more Cam in the Classroom sessions next year!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:   
Me too!  

 

http://www.myfoxphoenix.com/story/18661448/trapped-owl-rescued-in-scottsdale
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Comment from Miss Raulerson’s class:  
Did I understand Lynda in AZ will be teaching third grade next year? So will I. Maybe we could 

do something together next year? Amanda you are welcome to send her my email 

address.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:   
Yes! Oh, that would be a fun collaboration...  

 

 


