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March 30, 2012 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class: 
Good Morning Amanda! We are getting ready to come on in a few minutes, but boy, oh, boy do 

we LOVE that greeting from the hawk!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Good morning! Excellent! I'm getting myself set up as well ...  

 

Comment: 

Good morning Amanda and Mrs. Harris's class. Looking forward to your questions. Amanda: 

Have you had your coffee? These kids are tough! LOL  

 

Comment: 
Good Morning Amanda, EN/CN and Mrs. Harris’s Class.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Coffee is brewing and not yet ready!!  

 

Comment: 
Good morning, Miss Amanda, CN/EN, and especially to Mrs. Harris' class!  

 

Comment: 
I hope you're up to the challenge, Amanda!  

 

Comment: 
I can actually sit in on class and not have to type - what a luxury! I'm ready for those questions, 

students!!  

 

Comment: 
Good morning Ms. Harris' class! Happy Friday before Spring Break!!  

 

Comment: 
Good morning Amanda and class!  

 

Comment: 
Can’t wait for Mrs. Harris' class.  
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Comment: 
Good morning Hawkie - you look lovely today. Congratulations Buttercup. You ran a good 

campaign. All the others were deserving also.  

 

Comment: 
I Ms. Harris' class the one from NJ?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Yes, the 6th grade class from NJ.  

 

Comment: 
Good morning Mrs. Harris' class!  

 

Comment: 
Good morning Amanda, Mrs. Harris' class, and CN! What a beautiful day!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class: 
We just watched your TV debut! We loved seeing Gus up close!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Yes, Gus was very well behaved! Even with all those bright lights ...  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class: 
Are you ready for some bear questions? We're waiting for them to come out of hibernation here 

in NJ  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Sure, fire away!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class: 
How is the black bear healing? (Nicole)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Which one? :) Both are doing well ... recovering from their injuries.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class: 
Do you still think it was hit by a car? (Noah)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Ah yes, the female -- that would be our best guess, though I guess we'll never know. But with 

injuries that bad, it must've been some sort of big impact.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class: 
Is the black bear healing (Charlottesville) still limping? (Emily)  
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
As far as I know. The tricky thing is being able to observe quietly ... the bear doesn't like people, 

so often wants to go into her den when we approach. Last I heard, she was still limping, 

which makes sense given where she is in the healing process -- I'm sure the leg is still 

sore.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class: 
How many turtles have you brought in already ... jared  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We have a lot of turtles here!! We had something like 24 box turtles that we were overwintering 

-- and it's still not time to release them yet -- but we've started seeing some of this year's 

aquatic turtles coming in. So it's getting pretty crowded back there in the reptile room!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class: 
Is it a good thing that the Charlottesville bear is afraid of humans? (Samantha)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Yes! We like bears to be afraid of us -- that way they won't be approaching humans when they 

are released.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class: 
How is Papa G Ho doing? (Nicole)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Good! He's just waiting for any young impressionable owl chicks ...  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class: 
How much does the bear weigh now? (Anthony)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We actually haven't weighed that bear since last week -- she'll be due for a check-up/weigh-in 

next week.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class: 
Where is Dr. Pickett from? (Nicole  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
He works at a teaching hospital/university about 2.5 hours from here -- he is an eye specialist!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class: 
We’ve been talking about this endangered Bog too! It looks like a friendly guy!  
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Yes, he's an exciting patient! He didn't seem to mind Dr. Dave taking his picture.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class: 
Wow...look at the wing on the hawk!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class: 
Why is the bog turtle endanger? (jessica)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
There just aren't a lot of bog turtles in Virginia -- and they have a pretty limited range of where 

they live.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class: 
Do you still think the Bog Turtle was attacked by a dog? (Jared)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Yes, the dog's owner retrieved the turtle from the dog's mouth -- so we do know the history on 

that one for sure!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class: 
Have you ever treated one of these endangered turtles before? (Parker)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
That's a good question -- I don't remember seeing a bog turtle in here before -- of course that 

doesn't mean that we've never received one. But definitely not a common patient at all.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Sounds like you guys have bog turtles in NJ too! 

http://www.fws.gov/northeast/njfieldoffice/Endangered/bogturtle.html  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class: 
How many endangered species have you had in the time that you have been at the wild life 

center  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Good question! I can't remember many actually endangered animals coming through since I've 

been here ... definitely some "threatened" ones.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class: 
Ms. Bay had a groundhog in her backyard yesterday!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
How did Ms. Bay feel about that? :)  

 

 

http://www.fws.gov/northeast/njfieldoffice/Endangered/bogturtle.html
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Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class: 
How is the Golden Eagle? (Stephanie)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Doing well!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class: 
Does the Golden Eagle still seem depressed? (Parker)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
He has been much better this past week -- I think getting outside and away from us humans made 

a change for the better for him. He's eating on his own again and seems to be enjoying his 

meals!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class: 
Does the Golden Eagle have Aspergillis? (Nick W)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I don't think those official results have come back yet, but he seems to be doing well -- so we 

suspect he may be okay.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class: 
Is the Golden Eagle's white blood count still high? Why? (Monica)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
A high white blood cell count usually means some sort of infection -- so not all that uncommon 

with the badly injured patients we see here. His blood work is much better as of this 

week.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class: 
Ms. Bay is so happy that the groundhog is back, but hopes her dog won't find him this year!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class: 
Is it fun getting all of the baby animals for the center? (Nicole)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Well, it keeps us very busy -- we can be fun ... but can also be stressful! We are transitioning into 

that crazy time of year when the rehabbers and vet staff don't get to sit down much in the 

course of the day ... lots of mouths to feed and things to take care of!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class: 
We're waiting for all the baby bunnies here in NJ too!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Ah yes, they have started here!  
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Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class: 
What's the difference between threatened and endangered? (Jacob)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I'll turn to the experts for that one -- according to the United State Fish & Wildlife Service: 

 

Endangered - any species that is in danger of extinction throughout all or a significant portion of 

its range; 

 

Threatened - any species that is likely to become an endangered species within the foreseeable 

future throughout all or a significant portion of its range. 

 

In simple terms 

 

Endangered species are at the brink of extinction now. 

Threatened species are likely to be at the brink in the near future. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class: 
We liked seeing the pictures of the toad....how is the toad? (Jared)  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class: 
How is the toad's eyelid healing? (Phillip)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Doing well! The eyelid seems to be healing -- there's just one spot that Dr. Miranda would like to 

see heal a bit more before release. Seems to be eating those crickets!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class: 
When will the toad be released? (Ryan K)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We're hoping sometime within the next month. Toads heal a bit more slowly (amphibians and 

reptiles are known to do that).  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class: 
Do toads hibernate? (Jacob)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
They do -- they dig down in the soil to keep themselves warm (-ish -- at least not freezing). But 

they come out at this time of year. You can hear a lot of spring peepers right now where 

we are!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class: 
How about a question about the bear that was blind?  
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Sure!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class: 
How is the blind bear doing? (Daniella)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Certainly eating well! He seems to have made a good recovery after the surgery.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class: 
Is the bear's eye socket healing? (Ryan K)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Yes, everything looks good -- the rehabbers or vets will occasionally peek in the den to make 

sure everything is good, not swollen, etc. He's been behaving himself and not scratching 

at the eye!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class: 
How will the blind bear survive in the wild with only one eye? (Allan)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Fortunately, bears rely much more on their sense of smell -- so at long as he's got one good eye, 

he'll use his other senses more to help compensate.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class: 
How much does the bear with one eye weigh now? (Anthony)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
He's another one that we haven't weighed since surgery day -- and I don't think the vets plan on 

weighing him again until release day. Since he weighed in at about 32 lbs ... well ... he's 

getting to be more of a handful to deal with!!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class: 
Ms Bay has spring peepers in her backyard now too!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class: 
We are very excited that Ms. Bay has a pair of Pileated Woodpeckers in her yard!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Ms. Bay sounds like she has a lot of wildlife around!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class: 
What do you do if you find a baby bunny? Charlie)  
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Well, it depends on what the situation is -- if the bunny (or bunnies) appear to be healthy, and the 

nest was just disturbed, you can just cover the nest back over and leave them there.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We do have some advice on our website as well: http://www.wildlifecenter.org/wp/rescue-

advice/baby-rabbit/  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
They are one of those species where people think, "but I don't see the mother around!" And that's 

right ... and you really probably never will! They are incredibly secretive!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class: 
Do you have any owls or wild animals living in your backyard? (Nicole)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Well, I have the usual mix of robins, grackles, cardinals, mourning doves and bluejays around ... 

but that's about it. Since I have two dogs who go out several times a day in the fenced in 

yard, I think the mammals stay out!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class: 
Mrs. Doherty (our 2nd teacher in the classroom) has chicken hawks in her yard watching over 

her chickens!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Yikes!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class: 
We have a skunk in my neighborhood; do you know what they call a baby skunk? (Monica)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Ooh, tricky question! Sometime it seems like there are a couple of acceptable words for the 

young of certain animals ... I think in this case a baby skunk is called a "kit".  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class: 
I had a bunnies in my back yard a couple years and I kept them for a few days and the mother 

never came back...... what do you do in that situation.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
At that point, if something did happen to mom rabbit, it's best to call a rehabber. Rabbits can be 

tricky to care for -- very sensitive stomachs/diets, etc. Also, rabbits are out and on their 

own when they're the size of a softball -- which seems far too little to be on their own, but 

that's how they operate! When they're about that size, mom is ready to get them out of 

there and get ready to have her next litter.  
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Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class: 
Oh we got you Amanda.....A baby skunk is called.... A LITTLE STINKER!!!!!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Ha!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class: 
What happens if the squirrel is injured  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
If any type of wild animal is injured, it's best to call a wildlife center or permitted rehabber -- so 

they can check it out and get it the medical help that it needs.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class: 
How many animals do you have in all right know. (Dean)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I think we have about 85 patients right now -- it is getting busier!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s Class: 
The bell is getting ready to ring here, so we must sign off. We enjoyed our time with you VERY 

much! How many on the blog and where are they from?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Thank you guys! Hope you have a good day -- and spring break, right?  

 

Comment: 
Good morning Mrs. Harris’s and class, I live in Eldora, NJ  

 

Comment: 
Enjoying your visit from Greer, SC  

 

Comment: 
This early bird (and not having any superworms) is in still dark Arizona - getting ready to go to 

school.  

 

Comment: 
Vestal, NY  

 

Comment: 
Good morning Mrs. Harris, Fayetteville, Ga here  

 

Comment: 
Hi Class! New Hampshire  
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Comment: 
Good morning class from Orono Maine!  

 

Comment: 
Houston Texas. Have a great weekend Kids!  

 

Comment: 
Have a great day, Mrs. Harris' class! From Lexington, SC  

 

Comment: 
Hi Mrs. Harris' class!! I live in Cato, New York! Have a great day! :o)  

 

Comment: 
Good morning from Vermont, Mrs. Harris' class! Thank you for all the great questions.  

 

Comment: 
1/2 hour South of Albany, NY  

 

Comment: 
Eldora is in Cape May County 20 miles from Wildwood  

 

Comment: 
Pasadena, Tx  

 

Comment: 
Good morning from southern me  

 

Comment: 
Dover, OH  

 

Comment: 
Killeen Texas here!  

 

Comment: 
Auburn, IN  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Sounds like the U.S. is pretty well-represented this morning!  

 

Comment: 
Danville, VA  

 

Comment: 
Great job, Amanda! So many good questions for you to answer.  
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
They always think of some great ones!  

 

Comment: 
Mifflintown, Pennsylvania  

 

Comment: 
The class has some jokers too  

 

Comment: 
Amanda, I have a question about the RSHA - are my eyes deceiving me, or did the back perch 

get changed? And why? I must have missed it somewhere along the way.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
At one point, the perch was changed because the hawk's feet were getting a little pink -- and so 

they just changed things up to prevent any foot problems from setting in. At the last foot 

& feather check, they were fine.  

 

Comment: 
Amanda, I just love how involved these kids get! It does a body good to see youngsters taking an 

interest in nature and the critters that we're all responsible for  

 

Comment: 
They got you Miss Amanda the "little stinkers" :)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Ha, yes ... 


