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November 29, 2011 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

Okay, everyone ... so we're getting ready to bring Darcie and Davis into the mix. Since they've 

been here for a couple of months now, and hopefully can hold their own with answer 

basic questions ... time to throw them to the wolves! :) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

We're just getting them set up with the coveritlive stuff ... and then we'll bring them on for a test 

run. 

 

Comment:  
It will be great to have Darcie and Davis as mods!  

 

Comment:  
This should be good LOL 

 

Comment:  
As long as they answer the questions... LOL....just kidding. We love them. Most of us know 

Darcie. I talked to Davis at the Gala and didn't even realize that was who he was??? 

 

Comment:  
It's the Darcie and Davis show Live form the WCV. Welcome D & D to the nut house! Glad to 

have you on board. >^..^ 

 

Comment:  
Will D & D be taking over for any of our current mods, or providing additional blog time. 

Welcome D & D to the patience testing scene. 

 

 

 

Critter Cam Chat 

Special Guests:  

Darcie and Davis 

Outreach Coordinators 
 

Davis and Edie 

Darcie and Thelma 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

Nope, they'll just be filling in some of the spaces ... and I know our mods will be quiet busy once 

the NBG cam picks up again, though they'll still be around! 

 

Darcie Huntress, WCV:  
Hello, all 942 of you! It's my first time on the chat as a moderator!  

 

Darcie Huntress, WCV:  
Oh no... Seems we lost 4 just by my introducing myself. Omen? 

 

Comment:  
Hello Darcie, welcome! 

 

Comment:  
Welcome!! 

 

Comment:  
Welcome Darcie. Good to see you here. We will be easy on you--for now. lol 

 

Darcie Huntress, WCV:  
Thank you! 

 

Davis Rogers, WCV:  

And this is, of course, Davis.  

 

Comment:  
Hi Darcie. Welcome and I like your avatar. 

 

Comment:  

Hi Darcie. Maybe the cams just timed out! We are very excited to have you. Tell us about your 

avatar. 

 

Darcie Huntress, WCV:  
My avatar is one of our Education animals, Quinn. He's a Great-horned Owl from Roanoke, VA, 

who was an entrapment case. He was tangled in a barbed wire fence... he's been with us 

since 2008, I believe. 

 

 

Comment:  
Welcome, Darcie. My question is how chubby & hawky seem to know when I'm logging on so 

they can hide!! All I ever see are pumpkins & Perches!! 

 

Darcie Huntress, WCV:  
Well obviously I run out and tell them! 
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Comment:  
Davis, great avatar, too! You two have VERY different personalities. (Good, though)♥ 

 

 

Darcie Huntress, WCV:  
How can you tell Davis's personality from one sentence? LOL... 

 

Davis Rogers, WCV:  

Obviously I am the witty one. 

 

 

Comment:  
Welcome Davis! Tell us about your avatar please. 

 

Davis Rogers, WCV:  

I am currently using a Grey Fox as my avatar ... this was one of our former patients. I will 

profess that I have a soft spot for mammals.... 

 

 

Comment:  
Davis is the hyperactive one. Someone needs to tie him to a chair to slow him down 

 

Darcie Huntress, WCV:  
LOL... obviously Bobbi has been here before! 

 

Davis Rogers, WCV:  

Good afternoon, Bobbi! I am smiling.... 

 

Comment:  
Welcome Darcie and Davis. I love the write up on Buddy’s training. Very well written and 

informative. Some folks could use similar tactics on their own animals. (like myself and 

my stubborn hound dog) 

 

Darcie Huntress, WCV:  
You can even use it on your husband and your kids! Karen Pryor's book, 'Don't Shoot the Dog' 

even gives examples of how! 

 

Comment:   

Yep. Saw Davis all muddy from making the bittern a nest 

 

Davis Rogers, WCV:  

This is true. It was a great first week for me! 

 

Comment:  
Hi Darcie and Davis! Love both avatars- Darcie are you starting the training with Buddy yet? 
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Darcie Huntress, WCV:  
Yes, I am in my second week of working with Buddy. I think it is still a 'getting to know you' 

assessment time as we feel each other out. I'm really enjoying it, though. 

 

 

Davis Rogers, WCV:  

Darcie will not admit as much herself, but she is actually fantastic with Buddy. 

 

Comment:  
Good afternoon D & D. What is the most rewarding part of your job? 

 

 

Darcie Huntress, WCV:  
Working for Ed Clark! (As he looks over my shoulder...) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

Oh goodness ... 

 

Comment:   

What made you decide to work with animals and at WCV? Is this going to be a life career or is 

this part of a bigger plan? 

 

Davis Rogers, WCV:  

I can only speak (write) for myself ... but I actually plan on being here for a while.... Are you 

aware of something we are not....  

 

Comment:  
Darcie and Davis...(sounds like a vaudeville act!) What are your future plans when you leave 

WCV? 

 

Darcie Huntress, WCV:  
I think that's what Davis was replying to... 

 

Davis Rogers, WCV:  

Ah yes. I was replying to the comment below my post....  

 

Davis Rogers, WCV:  

Although I will address the other question as well. 

 

Darcie Huntress, WCV:  
As for the comment from 'Me' .. Part of a larger plan? Hmmm... it wasn't to start with, but I can 

see myself shifting my career plans as a result of working for WCV. But I never have 

known what I want to be when I grow up, so I've never really had any overriding plan. 

Comment:  
You guys don't even have to speak - if WCV hired you, then you've got to be special - it's a pre-

requisite! Don't listen to Amanda or Ed - EN is not that tough - we love WCV!! 
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Davis Rogers, WCV:  

Ha. Thank you JC! 

 

Comment:  
Right, you know we love you because we are always excited to see you! And get you to answer 

questions! 

 

Davis Rogers, WCV:  

And we will be moderating regularly now ... plenty of time to answer (hopefully) all of your 

questions. 

 

Comment:  
Welcome Darcie and Davis - do you have much opportunity to interact with the patients and the 

educ. animal rather than lots of paper work and office time? 

 

Darcie Huntress, WCV:  
Yes, we do all the Education programs (in-house tours as well as traveling to schools, libraries, 

etc.). We are also responsible for weekly weighing of most of the Education animals and 

monitoring their general condition. As for patients, their care isn't really part of our daily 

job, but we do sometimes see them being examined and ask questions. 

 

Comment:  
So now we can address all our questions to you two, and you will go get us the answers... 

 

Darcie Huntress, WCV:  
Sounds like playing fetch! :-) 

 

Davis Rogers, WCV:  

And when it is slow here, we can be found in the hospital shadowing the veterinary and 

rehabilitation staff.... 

 

Comment:  
Okay, so what is the least favorite part of your job? 

 

Darcie Huntress, WCV:  
Working for Ed Clark! (he looked away...) 

 

Comment:  
OOPS, hit enter too soon. When are your Birthdays? 

 

Davis Rogers, WCV:  

Classified. 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

Oooh, ooh, I know ... 
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Comment:  
LMBO @ Darcie..... 

 

Darcie Huntress, WCV:  
LMBO is a new one to me? What does that mean? 

 

Comment:   

Like your sense of humor!! You're going to be fun....kind of like you know who!! (Edgle!) 

 

Davis Rogers, WCV:  

Laughing My Biscuits Off... 

 

Comment:  
Classified. It's ok, we have top security clearance. 

 

Comment:  
OK Amanda, spill the beans please 

 

 

Comment:  
Time to spill the beans Amanda. 

 

Comment:  
You HAVE to let us know Amanda! (bdays) 

 

Comment:  
@ Darcie, you know what the "A" stands for right? Wanted to be "nice" so used the "B" for butt 

LOL 

 

Darcie Huntress, WCV:  
Ah, ok -- got it!! 

 

Davis Rogers, WCV:  

Oh dear. 

 

Comment:  
Do tell Bdays Amanda. Pleeez. We know how to keep secrets. LOL 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

Well, technically that's for them to reveal if they so choose ... or for a crafty person to figure out 

... or for someone to bribe me ... :) 

 

Comment:  
@ Davis, liked the biscuits idea though, are you southern? 
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Davis Rogers, WCV:  

I am not from the south originally; however, I recently moved from Memphis--where I lived for 

two very warm and humid years.... 

 

Comment:  
Davis, what did you do before arriving at WCV? 

 

Davis Rogers, WCV:  

I worked for a university in Memphis, and before that I taught at a school in northern (northern, 

northern) Maine. 

 

Comment:  
bribes are good. What is needed to get the answers?♥ 

 

Comment:  
Remember we found out Randy's. We can do these two. May as well give it up guys 

 

Comment:  
Amanda you can't be silent forever!! Let me start to narrow it down... are there any remaining in 

this year? 

 

Comment:  
Amanda, now you're sounding like a politician! 

 

Comment:  
Wow Davis that was a climate buster for you! 

 

Comment:  
You have a teaching degree? How interesting.... 

 

Comment:  
Davis, do you miss the cold and the snow? I'm originally from Buffalo but have been in VA for 

over 20 years now and still miss it. 

 

Davis Rogers, WCV:  

THE County. 

 

Comment:  
Washington, County Davis? 

 

Darcie Huntress, WCV:  
Sounds like a geography challenge for EN/CN.. which is the largest county in Maine? 

 

Davis Rogers, WCV:  

I return home for Christmas, Linda, which means I steal a little bit of northern winter before 

returning south. 
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Davis Rogers, WCV:  

And I should note that I am not from northern Maine ... I only worked there for a couple of years. 

 

Comment:  
Aroostook??!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

 

Comment:  
Aroostook County? 

 

Davis Rogers, WCV:  

Yes! Where towns have numbers instead of names! 

 

Comment:  
@ Davis, please bring a little bit back for me also. And your birthday is when???? 

 

Darcie Huntress, WCV:  
LOL... Nice try! 

 

Comment:  
D & D in what month did you become eligible to vote???? 

 

Davis Rogers, WCV:  

And that made me laugh. 

 

Comment:  
Oh Heck, I am still googling MAINE, talk about a geography lesson!! 

 

Davis Rogers, WCV:  

I did recently register to vote in Virginia in October. But that is not the month I was born in. 

(One down, eleven to go!) 

 

Darcie Huntress, WCV:  
Yes Lesley, but it's still easier than googling some of the places in Wales, innit? 

 

Darcie Huntress, WCV:  
And I have already had my birthday this year -- that eliminates 1 for me, too! 

 

Comment:  
Poor Darcie are you feeling left out. What's your home town or do we need to google LOL 

 

Darcie Huntress, WCV:  
I'm the one that really did grow up in Maine, but Southern Maine... 

 

Davis Rogers, WCV:  

(...which is more like northern Massachusetts....) 
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Comment:  
Do you miss the winter weather Darcie? 

 

Darcie Huntress, WCV:  
No. No no no no no no no. Not a bit. No. I hope I've been clear - NO. 

 

Comment:  
Welcome to you both d&d!!!!! so excited to have you here..hope you are ready for this nation, 

we are quite a group!!!! and never fear we will find out when your birthday's are cuz then 

you get slippers!!!!! do you both drink coffee? like sweets??? 

 

Davis Rogers, WCV:  

....I am known to like coffee.... 

 

Comment:  
Giving up Birthday information is so EN/CN can sent cards and donations to the center...Which 

we love to do. Also, to acknowledge your work at the center. 

 

Darcie Huntress, WCV:  
Oh dear... and the guilt! 

 

Comment:  
I have two sisters in Southern Maine - Scarborough 

 

Darcie Huntress, WCV:  
Bingo! 

 

Comment:  
Yes, and northern Maine is like southern Canada!! nice one Davis! 

 

Comment:  
Is there any construction/digging going on for the new cameras? RY 

 

Darcie Huntress, WCV:  
There was yesterday but with the heavy rains this morning I haven't seen anyone out back today. 

Doesn't mean they won't appear, though... 

 

Comment:  
I haven't grown up yet. But I have lived in the Vally my whole life. 

 

Davis Rogers, WCV:  

Neither have I Terri, neither have I. 

 

Comment:  
Darcie, our 19 special needs kids would like to know how "heavy" Buddy feels when he is on 

your gloved arm? 
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Darcie Huntress, WCV:  
He is usually only there for a few minutes, so he doesn't grow very heavy. But he does weigh 

about 7.5 pounds at the moment! 

 

Comment:  
D & D, how long will you be at WCV? 

 

Darcie Huntress, WCV:  
We are permanent staff members.. no end dates in sight! 

 

Davis Rogers, WCV:  

Until they kick me out.... 

 

Comment:  
Hello, Darcie and Davies, Goodevening from the Netherlands 

 

Darcie Huntress, WCV:  
Dank u! 

 

Comment:  
Darcie - your answer about missing Maine winters was a little vague. Could you please 

clarify???? You're funny! 

 

Comment:  
I'm not sure but I don't think Darcie likes the snow/cold. 

 

Davis Rogers, WCV:  

(Which Randy threatens to do almost daily....) 

 

Comment:  
Yay for permanent! D & D very nice meeting you both and learning about you. 

 

Comment:  
We have to talk to Mr Ed 

 

Darcie Huntress, WCV:  
The horse, of course? 

 

Davis Rogers, WCV:  

Oh dear. 

 

Comment:  
Davis ~ Are you the one who installed the IR in the pen while the GHO supervised? 

 

Davis Rogers, WCV:  

That was me. Efficient as always.... 
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Comment:  
Be careful Darcie..."Mr. Ed" is known to lurk...LOL. 

 

Darcie Huntress, WCV:  
He's lurking behind me right now! 

 

Comment:  
The kids would also like to know if Darcie and Davis, you will be having "classes" in daytime on 

particular topics/subjects? 

 

Comment:  
Darcie - An Outstanding Student Award for you this year from Mary Baldwin College? Do tell! 

 

Darcie Huntress, WCV:  
Gah -- Googled!! 

 

Davis Rogers, WCV:  

That is something we would need to clear with Amanda, of course.  

 

Comment:  
Sorry if I missed this, but how long have each of you been with WCV? 

 

Davis Rogers, WCV:  

We were both hired in August and we started on the same day ... August 29. 

 

Comment:  
Darcie, are you from a teaching background as well? 

 

Comment:  
I didn't realize Ed was back. Oh, cubbie is coming out!! 

 

Darcie Huntress, WCV:  
Nope -- IT background... I took a break in my education and just completed a degree in Business 

at MBC, graduating in June. I minored in Economics. So now I teach people about 

wildlife.. LOL.. 

 

Comment:  
Darcie, do you speak Dutch? 

 

Darcie Huntress, WCV:  
I know how to order a cup of coffee and a ham sandwich. And I recognize a few words, but that's 

it! 

 

Darcie Huntress, WCV:  
Yes, it appears the cub is on screen! Everyone is going to go watch now and give us a chance to 

catch up on this right? LOL... 
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Comment:  
Oh, Little Bear (not so little any more) is making an appearance! 

 

Comment:  
Little Bear is out... 

 

Comment:  
Hey the little bear cub is out and about! 

 

Comment:  
Oh wow, that 'little' cub is gaining weight.. I haven't seen him for some time!! Great job! 

 

Comment:  
Davis...when you were in the GHO pen, did you notice that the GHO was "playing" with your 

tools when you turned your back? LOL 

 

Davis Rogers, WCV:  

I did not! But Amanda informed me every time I left the pen to grab more tools that he was 

VERY curious. 

 

Comment:  
Darcie ~ Does Buddy ever get a bit aggressive and if so, what tricks do you use to calm him 

down? 

 

Darcie Huntress, WCV:  
I haven't felt any true aggression from Buddy. If he wanted to, he could sink his talons in but he 

never has. That doesn't mean I don't keep my wits about me whenever I am in with him. 

We are still getting to know and trust each other. 

 

Comment:  
Baby bear is getting big! He looks like he would break Goldilocks’ Mama's and Papa's chair. 

You are taking such good care of him. 

 

Davis Rogers, WCV:  

And this is a credit to our wonderful rehabilitation staff, of course. 

 

Comment:  
? Will this cub hibernate for the winter? 

 

Darcie Huntress, WCV:  
Bears in Virginia don't hibernate in the true sense of the word -- it is too warm. They may sleep 

for long periods of time but they will still wake and forage for food during warmer spells. 

 

Davis Rogers, WCV:  

Bears in general do not hibernate in the true sense of the word. They are just too big. But they do 

sleep an awful lot in the winter. 
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Comment:  
Any idea of the weight of the cub now? 

 

Comment:  
So how much does the cub weigh now? 

 

Darcie Huntress, WCV:  
We don't know its current weight, but I'm sure as soon as he is we will post a an update on our 

website! 

 

Darcie Huntress, WCV:  
er.. is weighed 

 

Comment:  
This question may have gotten lost? The kids would also like to know if Darcie and Davis, you 

will be having "classes" in daytime on particular topics/subjects? 

 

Darcie Huntress, WCV:  
We are discussing lots of options for how best to utilize the Web in our education endeavors. 

Daytime classes might be something we explore, but I don't know that we have any 

concrete plans yet. So I guess the answer is maybe.. and we will let you know if that does 

happen (Davis answered earlier but I think it got disconnected from your question 

because two of us are on). 

 

Davis Rogers, WCV:  

Ah, I think my answer was lost Caleb .... We have discussed a few options like this, but we have 

nothing definitively planned yet. Needless to say (write) we are excited about the 

possibility of doing more online in the future. 

 

Davis Rogers, WCV:  

Or ... what Darcie wrote. Ha! 

 

Comment:  
Thanks both of you, these kids are most excited! 

 

Davis Rogers, WCV:  

We are too! 

 

Comment:  
Darcie how much time do you spend with Buddy during the training? 

 

Darcie Huntress, WCV:  
It depends on what we are working on and how Buddy is responding! I have spent anywhere 

from 5 to 45 minutes working with him. 
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Comment:  
Well, maybe we need to find out about a bear preserve when he weighs enough. You know, kind 

of like a halfway house. :-) 

 

Darcie Huntress, WCV:  
LOL... You just want to be able to visit him! 

 

Darcie Huntress, WCV:  
In case some of you missed it, I posted a training update discussing the methods we are using 

while working with Buddy:http://www.wildlifecenter.org/wp/nbge-rehabilitation-

updates/ 

 

Comment:  
I LIKE-BIG-BEARS- and I cannot lie .... ;-) (ok I couldn't resist, ha!) Look how big cubby has 

grown!! 

 

Davis Rogers, WCV:  

Ha ha ha. Oh dear. 

 

Comment:  
Howdy Darcie and Davis! Thanks for spending time with us! 

 

Davis Rogers, WCV:  

It is truly our pleasure. 

 

Comment:  

When it comes time for his release will they do that where he was found? 

 

Darcie Huntress, WCV:  
We will return the bear to VDGIF, and they will release it where they feel it has the best chance 

of survival. 

 

Darcie Huntress, WCV:  
Kidnap him.. take him home... clicker train him... I know what you're really thinking, jakermo! 

 

Comment:  
@ Darcie w Cubbie. I would LOVE to visit him. Just want to make sure he can make it on his 

own. (find plenty of food, make good friends, etc.) 

 

Darcie Huntress, WCV:  
Oops, we are experiencing some lag, folks! Maybe due to 1,186 people reading... 

 

Comment:  
My husband and I got our picture taken at the Gala with Darcie and Gus and we ordered a 5x7. 

My youngest daughter adopted Gus and thought it was really cool :) My oldest daughter 

just adopted Alex, the screech owl. Is Alex used in your off-site programs also? 
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Darcie Huntress, WCV:  
Davis recently traveled to Culpeper with Alex to talk to some preschoolers about owls. 

 

Davis Rogers, WCV:  

Indeed. Alex is quite a charming little owl, really. 

 

Comment:  
Thoroughly enjoying the discussion today on my planning time! I miss geing able to visit often! 

Thank you Darcie and Davis for your time with us today! 

 

Davis Rogers, WCV:  

We will be here more often now ... worry not. (Or worry more, maybe....) 

 

Comment:  
Darcie and Davis were you there when Buddy painted his masterpiece? Was that fun? 

 

Darcie Huntress, WCV:  
Poorly - aimed clicking on my part. No, we weren't here when he did his painting but it did look 

fun! 

 

Comment:  
Uh-oh...instead of a Congo minute, we have D&D Downtime...LOL. 

 

Darcie Huntress, WCV:  
Yes -- internet in general very slow at the moment.. 

 

Comment:  
Ok... so I might not really want to know, but what are the 2 dark objects in the hay on the b/w 

side? They look like sweet potatoes from here. 

 

Comment:  
NestGuest, I do not think you really do want to know . . . . . 

 

Darcie Huntress, WCV:  
I don't think you want to know! 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

(actually I think they're pinecones!) 

 

Davis Rogers, WCV:  

Our internet appears to be having some issues.... I am not sure when or if this will make it 

through the lagwall ... but if it does: We had a lovely time meeting you all and we look 

forward to returning in the near future! And with that, we leave you with the bear! 
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Comment:  
Oh geez! Darcie and Davis already broke the mod discussion---too much for the mod discussion 

to handle COL! 

 

Congowings:  

Amateurs.   

   Just kidding . . . .      Welcome, Darcie and Davis to WCV's Moderated Blog. I know everyone 

is very glad to have you on board. 

 

Comment:  
Great meeting you and Darcie.. thanks for spending time with us today.. 

 

Comment:  
Thank you so much, Darcie and Davis! So glad you will be joining us :) 


