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August 27, 2012 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Good morning, Mrs. Matheson and class!  

 

Comment:  
Good morning, Mrs. Matheson and class!!  

 

Comment:  
Good Morning class...  

 

Comment:  
Good Morning, Mrs. Matheson's class. It is good to be with you again. Have a good day.  

 

Comment:  
GM Mrs. M and class.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
Okay, I think we're ready! We have many questions about Pignoli!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Wonderful!  
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Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
When is Pignoli's birthday? When was s/he born?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We don't know when Pignoli's birthday is, but his "anniversary" is October 20. That's the day he 

came to the Wildlife Center in 2003. He was an adult at that point (though I suppose 

could've been young-of-the-year), so we do know he is at least 9 years old.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
So he's about the same age as us! (minus the teacher, of course)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Yes!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
Is Pignoli a boy or a girl?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Ah, good question ... We actually don't know! It can be hard to tell with many raptors. A blood 

test will show if the bird is a boy or a girl, but we don’t do that for all of our education 

animals. For whatever reason, I've always referred to Pignoli as a "he". I know there are 

others than refer to Pignoli as a "she". The great debate.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
How tall is Pignoli?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
He is about 6.5 inches tall ... though he may have been slouching a little bit when I measured. He 

has a tendency to lean over a little while eyeballing his visitors and figuring out what is 

going on.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
How much does Pignoli weigh?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
At his most recent weigh-in, he weighed 205 grams. That's not quite half of a pound. He's getting 

to be a bit overweight again, I see ...  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
Does Pignoli have any brothers or sister?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I bet he does, somewhere! We don't know them, of course, since Pignoli came to the Wildlife 

Center as an adult, not a baby. But it's pretty typical for screech-owls to have three or so 

owlets at a time.  
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Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
He's a lightweight compared to Gus!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Yes, just a small fraction of Gus's weight! (oooh, sounds like a math problem)  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
How does he sleep?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Pignoli has a box in his enclosure, and he perches in that. He likes to hang out there most of the 

time, and that's where he sleeps. He just holds onto the perch firmly with his feet and ... 

sleeps!  

 

 
 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
Did you hear the chorus of "awwwwww"?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I thought I heard that!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
Question just came up, "What is that green stuff on top?"  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Good eye! That is Astroturf. You guys may recognize some of that stuff on our perches too -- it's 

just to keep the perches surfaces in better condition for the raptors' feet.  
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Pignoli seems to prefer perching IN his box the best, but sometimes we have owls that also like 

to sit on top of their house.  

 

Comment:  
Awww here, as well!  

 

Comment:  
Funny how Pignoli likes to sleep in HER box but on a glove she is wide awake and ready for 

action-um attention.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
Where does he live? (they are wondering where he is in relation to the owl currently on camera, I 

think?)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Pignoli has a small enclosure outside of the Wildlife Center, just beyond our fence. It's in the 

National Forest, so there are lots of trees all around. Pignoli doesn't live with any other 

owls, but Alex, the other screech-owl, is his next-door neighbor (they share a wall).  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
His is the closest enclosure to the Wildlife Center building.  
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
You can see on the map enclosure that his is the little blue enclosure right at the bottom of the 

map.  

 

 
 

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
Typical kid question: Does he have an owl playground? (does he play?)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
He does have some different perches in his enclosure, but it is a small enclosure since he can't 

see very well.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
Where do you get his food?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We are lucky and get a lot of our rats and mice donated, or if we are running low, we can buy 

some online from a place that sells feeder mice. Pignoli eats dead mice, which we keep in 

the freezer. We thaw the mice out every evening.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
Does Pignoli eat anything besides mice?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
That's pretty much his only type of meal at the Wildlife Center. In the wild, screech-owls will 

also eat insects, birds, and other types of rodents. We have some chicks and quail that we 

use for food too, but those are about the size of Pignoli -- and we don't want him to get 

fat!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
How does he get his food and water?  
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We serve it to him every day! Raptors are fed in the late afternoons at the Wildlife Center, so at 

about 3:30 or so, someone starts delivering food. Pignoli usually gets his placed right 

beside him on the perch, so he doesn't have to look too hard to find it! There is also a dish 

of water in the enclosure that is changed every few days.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
So, all of Critter Nation is probably wondering, Does Pignoli take baths?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I'm sure they are wondering! I'm not sure if he does. I've never caught him in action ... he usually 

is just sitting in his box, but I'm sure he explores when no one is looking!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
Ohhhh, Pignoli Cam? lol  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We'd have to get a very small cam I think!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
Does Pignoli behave? (this was followed by "Do you tickle him?")  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
He does! Pignoli is a wonderful bird -- he's usually the bird that everyone starts with, when new 

staff members are trained on bird handling, because he's so well behaved. We don’t tickle 

him ... but he does let us touch his feet so we can do foot-checks, and also lets us touch 

his keel (the breastbone). That helps us see if he is overweight or not! Maybe that feels a 

little like tickling ... he doesn't seem to enjoy it, but he puts up with it!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
How did Pignoli get his name?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Good question! We usually always have two education screech-owls -- a red one and a grey one. 

For many years, we went with a "nut theme" when naming screech-owls -- so we had a 

Peanut, Walnut, Hazel ... and then Pignoli. Pignoli means "pine nut" in Italian!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
The next question is How old was he when he came to WCV, but that was already answered!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Well, we're ahead of the game then!  

 

Comment:  
We know Cam in Classroom is mainly for Mrs. M's class, but can our 19 special needs kids 

submit one question ahead of time for possible consideration? If YES, the kids would like 
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to know in general terms exactly how Pignoli's eye was surgically removed, using what 

instruments, what was done, how long it took? Thanks so MUCH!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Pignoli had his eye “enucleated” – entirely removed. The surgery took just under two hours, 

back in October 2003. We use a different technique now – rather than removing the entire 

eyeball, the vets just remove part of it – which helps keep the shape of the owl’s face 

much better. After Pignoli’s eye was removed, his eyelid was sutured closed. As for the 

equipment ... I know that surgical blades were used, as well as suture material and 

scissors ... I'm not sure what other equipment is "standard" for that (other than the 

anesthesia machine).  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
There was a question - can you put up a picture of Alex?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Alex is going to be very embarrassed.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
The only photo I have of her uploaded on here is one from when she was molting ...  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
So it's a bit of a bad hair day.  

 

 
 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
Boy, screech owls look rough when molting!  
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
They really do!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
Why is Alex at WCV?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Alex came in with injuries to both eyes -- while they were the same type of injury as Pignoli's 

right eye (Alex got to keep both eyes), she is only partially sighted in both eyes.  

 

Comment:  
Poor Alex!! Shame Amanda. Alex is MUCH better looking than that picture shows  

 

Comment:  
She always had a bad hair day :oD  

 

Comment:  
AWWW Alex needs a new updated picture Ms Amanda! Love the molting one though...  

 

Comment:  
What great questions! It's nice to know so much about little Pignoli (love his name, don't you??) 

Hello from Massachusetts!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
Okay, I think we've gone through all our questions. Just one final one - how many are 'in class' 

today? (and add 19 for Caleb's crew)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We have 432 -- so plus 19 is 451!  

 

Comment:  
Great class! I was impressed with the questions the kids asked!  

 

Comment:  
Oh, I love the question and answer about Pignoli's name. That is new information to me. Thanks 

for asking class!  

 

Comment:  
Appreciative thanks to Mrs. M's class for some wonderful questions! Our 19 special needs kids 

always learn so much!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
You guys had a wonderful question too! Helping Critter Nation get to know Pignoli this year ...  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
We would like to ask CN a question - if we may?  
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Oh yes, feel free! Get ready, Critter Nation ... hope you are awake ...  

 

Comment:  
Ask away class  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
Is an eagle a carnivore, herbivore, or omnivore?  

 

             ๏  ๏):  
Oh geez . . . .  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Oh good, Congo is here too!  

 

Comment:  
I’m ready. Pencil poised  

 

             ๏  ๏):  
That trick question again.  ;-) Good morning everyone! Hi Mrs. Matheson's class!  

 

Comment:  

Carnivore!  

 

Comment:  
Carnivore!  

 

Comment:  
Hi class from sunny and warm Staunton, VA. An eagle is a carnivore  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
Hey, Congo, we've been learning about that is science!!  

 

Comment:  
Welcome class to a great new school year ahead! Carnivore..  

 

Comment:  
Carnivore  

 

Comment:  
Carnivore  

 

Comment:  
Raising my hand...carnivore!  
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Comment:  
Carnivore  

 

Comment:  
A carnivore!!  

 

Comment:  
Carnivore  

 

Comment:  
Hi Class & the answer is carnivore!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Seems to be unanimous...  

 

Comment:  
I didn't raise my hand. . .sorry :o(  

 

Comment:  
Carnivore!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
Is a horse a carnivore, herbivore, or omnivore?  

 

Comment:  
Hand raised this time. . .herbivore  

 

Comment:  
Herbivore  

 

Comment:  
Raising hand....herbivore  

 

Comment:  
Herbivore!...Raised my hand this time.  

 

Comment:  
A horse is a herbivore.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade: 
Okay, I think we're finished - they all want to type good-bye! (so get ready)  

 

Comment:  
Horse is herbivore (and Hi to Cogo!)  
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Comment:  
Ms. Matheson, you'll have to let us know some of your students  

 

Comment:  
oops. . .students' names. we got to know so many of them last year!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Well, we know a student named Itzy -- there was a photo of her on Facebook, sending in her 

scientist report to scientist Julia!!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Thanks so much for the session, class! Excellent questions about Pignoli.  

 

 
 

 

Comment:  
Thanks for being here class!!! Can’t wait until next time! Great questions! Have a great day!!  

 

Comment:  
Good-bye class! Thanks so much for the great questions!  

 

             ๏  ๏):  
Good bye Mrs. Matheson's class! Wonderful questions. Take care and have a great day! 

 

Comment:  
Good questions class....isn't this a great way to learn!!  

 

Comment:  
Great questions, classes!!  

 

Comment:  
I had a great time this morning...  

 

Comment:  
Bye...have a great school year!@  
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Comment:  
Bye Ms. Matheson's class, hope you come back soon  

 

Comment:  
Hello Mrs. Matheson's class from Philadelphia, where the Declaration of Independence was 

signed. Cannot stay, but will read back later. Have a great day class and hope I can be on 

with you another time.  

Comment:  
Have a good day class. We always enjoy being with you. Thanks for the excellent questions.  

 

Comment:  
I saw Itzy. Class, we hope to see a picture of all of you!  

 

Comment:  
Good bye class, have a great Monday.  

 

Comment:  

Nice meeting you class. I love class time on critter cam  

 

Comment:  

Loved learning about Pignoli!! Thanks for the great questions, class & Caleb’s 19 :)  

 

Comment:  
Love the meaning of Pignoli. "Our" little Pine Nut.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


