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October 26, 2011 

 

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson: 

I'd like to say good morning to you, Miss Amanda from my class. We are really missing Critter 

Cam and you with our server problems. Many of my students are checking in after school 

and love the GHO. Hopefully we  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson: 

Oops. . . hopefully we'll be online again soon.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We hope so as well!!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Good Morning Amanda! This is our 5th period class on the blog this morning  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Good morning!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
We had some excitement in homeroom this morning! One of our Red-Earred sliders escaped!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Oh my! Hopefully it wasn't a far escape!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
We looked in all the usual places for it and found it on the shelf  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Ha! Seems like a good place for a turtle.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
It was pretty dry and seems to have been missing at least 24 hrs. YIKES!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I'm sure he's glad to be back home!  
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Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
I saw last week that someone asked how we handle the blog here at school, so here's a quick 

description  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Students arrive to class about 8:00 and awe usually discuss a patient or 2 that we select from the 

"what's New" section of the website  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Aww, that's great to hear!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
The children formulate questions and we show the website on our Smartboard. As we post onto 

the blog, one of the students reads our question and then Amanda's response  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Even though I have an additional computer in the classroom, it's not set up to project onto the 

Smartboard, so I've been the lone typist  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Great, thank you guys for sharing that!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
We do have some bear questions today since we read the update you posted yesterday  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Fire away!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Did the bear destroy the pumpkin placed in his pen yesterday? (Elise)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I'll have to get a report from the rehab staff today. I guess the pumpkin had a little crack in it to 

begin with -- and yesterday the crack was a bit bigger. Wouldn't be surprised if he split it 

in half!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Is the bear gaining any weight? (Brianna)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We don' t know for sure since we haven't weighed him -- that's on the agenda for next week 

though. But Suzy (one of our rehabbers) reports that he's been eating well, so my guess 

would be yes!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
What other "toys" will you give the bear to play with? (Joey)  
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Probably other things that revolve around food -- insects stuffed in apples, for instance, or 

branches and things like that. Stuff that the bear can eat or destroy ... or both!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Have you found out yet why the other bear died? (Syndei)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
No. It'll probably take a while for us to hear results on that.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
If the mother bear is called a "sow" what is the father bear called? (Riddhi)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
You know, that's a good question! I don't readily know the answer to that one. Anyone out there 

in critter nation land know?  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
How is the bear cub acting since it is now all alone? (Kevin C)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
It's hard to know for sure since we're not up there, but probably sleeping a fair amount and then 

of course, eating too. We can tell by the way the hay is moved around that the bear has 

been rooting around in its enclosure, and has definitely moved that pumpkin around too.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Do bear cubs get lonely? (Jaclyn)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I'm not sure. I'd think it's possibly since they are used to a "family unit" sort of thing at first.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
We took a poll in our class this morning and 11 out of 25 students in the class have seen a bear in 

their yard or at the bus stop this week!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Wow! Lots of bears up in NJ!  

 

Comment: 
If a mother bear is called a sow, my GUESS is that the father is a boar.  

 

Comment: 
A male bear is called a boar.  
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
There you go. A+ to you guys!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
18 of 25 students have seen a bear since school started (after Labor Day)  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Do you have any other bears to put him with? (Sabrina)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Nope, no other bears at the Wildlife Center right now.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
What other things do bears do besides play with pumpkins?: LOL (Richie)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Probably anything they can roll around or move or pounce on!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Does the bear seem unhappy? (Kelly)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Well, they don't quite have the same thought process as humans, so I wouldn't say that. While the 

bear may be more lonely since he was used to his sibling and mother, I'd say he's doing 

just fine -- he's eating well and there is evidence of him moving around the enclosure -- 

sleeping in different places, playing with things, climbing on his logs.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
What will he eat when he gets bigger? (Zak)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Much of the same stuff he's eating now -- a wide variety of plants, insects, fruits, seeds, things 

like that.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Will the camera ever be in the bear pen? (Kevin P)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
The million dollar question!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
What is a necropsy? (Brianna)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Essentially that's what we call an autopsy on an animal -- so the examination that's done after the 

animal has died.  
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Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
How about some Bald Eagle questions?  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
How do you catch a Bald Eagle that is on the ground? (Bailey)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Those are probably the easier catches -- for all of our raptors, we wear heavy leather gloves and 

approach the bird with our hands/arms up. We first grab one leg, by the bird's foot, and 

then quickly get control of the other leg -- before the bird can grab you!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Can one person catch the eagle or do they need other people to help them? (Michael)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Usually one person does the catching but we do like to have a 2nd person in the enclosure to help 

fold the eagle's wings up once it is caught. And just for safety purposes too, always better 

to have two people around!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
What is wing droop? (Andrea)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Well, kind of like it sounds ... it's just when a bird hangs its wing down a bit. I'm not sure if you 

guys remember when the Red-tailed Hawk was on cam and the day after he was 

exercised for the first time, he was really drooping his injured wing. It can be caused by a 

lot of different things, and sometimes the cause is hard to figure out! In the RTHA case, 

we knew that was his injured wing, so he was probably feeling a little pain after using it 

so much. For the eagle #11-2393, we don't know why that bird is drooping its wing -- no 

known injuries to point to. But sometimes we see droops due to nerve damage.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
What could make an eagle's wing droop? (Scott)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Whoops, guess I kind of answered that one already too!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Could the eagle be released with a wing droop? (Cassidy)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Yes, we have released birds with slight wing droops before -- as long as the wing droop isn't 

impeding them in anyway and the bird is still able to fly really well. In this case, the wing 

droop is pretty pronounced, and we haven't even pushed the bird to exercise yet -- so I 

think we'd want to see some improvement there with how he's holding his wing -- but 

only time will tell.  
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Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Boy, the time has gotten away from us and the bell's about to ring. The students love watching 

the comments at the end of our session. Maybe we should put up a map and mark where 

everyone is from that is online!!!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Well thank you guys!! Have a good day!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Thanks Amanda! Bell ringing!!!  

 

Comment: 
What grade is this class? Great questions students!  

 

Comment: 
@ Mrs. Harris class, I always enjoy the questions by the class. It is great to see kids so interested 

in wildlife.  

 

Comment: 
Well done children and teachers!! A+  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
We're a 6th grade class!  

 

Comment: 
Great questions, class! This was a learning experience for all of us, so thank you!!  

 

Comment: 
Good bye Mrs. Harris and class! I always enjoy your time here!!  

 

Comment: 
Amanda, is this the class that has the Owl close by? Was wondering if they ever identified it.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Yes -- though I don't think they've identified it!  

 

Comment: 
6th grade was my favorite grade to teach. Great questions kids!  

 

Comment: 
Ooops, and Amanda - well done. as usual!!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson: 

Thoughtful questions, as always, Mrs. Harris's class!  
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Comment: 
So glad to see young people that are excited about Wildlife! Thanks Ms Hariss.  

 

Comment: 
Great questions class! Thanks for sharing your learning with us!  

 

Comment: 
I love that the owl stayed put by the camera for the kids. Great job, Amanda and kids  

 

Comment: 
Good morning Amanda, EN and lovely Owl. Owl it is so nice of you to perch close to the cam.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson: 

Oh, this critter cam is certainly opening many young eyes. I had a student tell me about seeing a 

burrowing owl! I don't think he would have noticed 3 months ago.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson: 

Amanda, did you see our double bar graphs and double line graphs with Misty and Gus's 

weights? They did an amazing job! Today we're going to use those same numbers and do 

statistics (mean, median, mode, and range). These are going to be two well studied owls!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I was just looking at that yesterday as I was catching up on emails! Good stuff! I'm impressed.  

 

Comment: 
Mrs Matheson it is so nice of you to introduce the cam and wildlife education to your class. Wish 

all teachers were able to do that.  

 

Comment: 
THANK YOU Mrs. Matheson for taking the time to teach your students about the wonder of 

nature/wildlife.  

 

Comment: 
Well the kids must have done something right, Ms Matheson, because the owl doesn't usually 

stay in sight this long and esp. turn around and let you see those beautiful eyes!  

 

Comment: 
Ms. Matheson, you have a lucky class to have you as a teacher and Amanda as a mentor.  

 

Comment: 
@Mrs. Matheson-8:45, I actually think most of us feel that way. I never go out for walks 

anymore without keeping an eye out for what I will see. I don't think I used to do that! 

Never to old to learn.  
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Comment: 
I wish the internet and critter cams had been available when my sons were in school . They 

would have loved it . One son had a 2nd grade teacher that let them " adopt " a manatee 

and they loved that .  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Okay gang ... I suppose I'd better sign off for now and get back to some benefit/conference prep 

stuff! Hope the owl comes back out for you all ... hopefully we'll have some more patient 

updates this week on "what's new" ... until then, see you all later!  

 

Comment: 
Thanks Amanda for your time!! Always enjoy "class time" with the students! 


