
Chat with Jaime Sajecki 1 7/25/12 

                     

 

 
        

 

 

July 25, 2012 

 

 

 

Good afternoon everyone! I think we are ready to start Jaime's Q&A session -- and I know a ton 

of questions have already come in for her! Thanks Jaime, for taking time out of your busy 

schedule to make another "appearance" here on our chat! 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
Hello fans of the bears! Thanks for giving me the opportunity again to fine tune my fast and 

furious typing skills! I have been keeping an eye on the discussion site and know that 

many of you have questions and concerns about the fate of the little ones that are going to 

be released on Friday (and the two that get to stay for a little longer). I hope that I can 

address most of your questions and put some of your minds at ease. I am really excited to 

get these guys back out there, especially the female we held back for so long to help with 

the cubs. Days like this upcoming Friday make you remember why you wanted to be a 

wildlife biologist in the first place…… 

 

Comment: 
Question for Jaime: Do bears in the wild form any sort of "family" group? Or do they stay pretty 

much solitary? 

 

Comment: 
Good afternoon, Jaime. Thank you for joining us. 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
Ok thanks everyone to get right to the first question..... 

 

Comment: 
Welcome back Jaime. Can't wait to hear what you say about the little ones being released. 

 

Comment: 
Good afternoon, Jaime. Great to "see" you again! Congratulations on how well this group of 

bears has integrated with the female yearling as surrogate mom/big sister. 

 

Comment: 
Howdy Jamie...thanks for being :) 
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Comment: 
Hi Jaime!!! Glad you could be here again today!! :o) 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
Pam-as adults bears are solitary unless it is mating season. Females will have their cubs for about 

15 months and when they are yearlings they get sent out on their own 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
Sometimes yearlings will stay together for another year or so 

 

Comment: 
Question for Jaime- Not bear related- what do you do when you see something disturbing (and 

possibly illegal) on Facebook having to do with an animal in distress or danger? How do 

you check to see if it is an on-going or older problem? Do departments like VDGIF 

monitor social networking sites? Thanks!! 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
Our Law Enforcement checks those sites often and will investigate anything they see that may 

seem a little "fishy" especially when it comes to people trying to sell wildlife or wildlife 

parts or animals held in captivity 

 

Comment: 
At what point, and under what testing (CT scan, etc) might the final fate be decided of Roanoke 

bear? 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
That is a good question. I am going to defer to the medical expertise of the vets at the Wildlife 

Center on that one. We certainly want to make sure that he is healthy before we consider 

releasing him 

 

Comment: 
For Jaime - has there been any news on tracking down who had the Montgomery cub? 

 

Comment: 
Someone has probably already asked Jaime this one, but I'm very interested to know if they 

found out anything more about the people who were keeping the Montgomery bear and 

what will happen to them. 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
This is still under investigation and I have no doubt that the person who had this bear will be 

found. We have laws in place to prevent this exact thing from happening. When they are 

found they will be prosecuted 

 

Comment: 
Jaime - What is the protocol now in place when an abandoned healthy 3 or 4 month old little cub 

is found? 
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Jaime Sajecki:  
We will have female bears at Virginia Tech to foster cubs for the upcoming spring. Once the 

WCV gets the facility built we will be able to use the center for fostering options as well. 

I am really excited about that 

 

Comment: 
Question for Jaime.........how is the investigation going into locating the person or people that 

collared the Montgomery bear? Do you know if escaped it's home, or if he was dumped 

somewhere? 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
Also about that....because it is being actively investigated I can't talk about the details 

 

Comment: 
Question to hold for Jaime: What will happen to the Montgomery bear if he can't learn to "live 

like a bear"" or to the Roanoke bear if his injuries make him non releasable? 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
We are going to wait and see what happens with the Roanoke bear before we make any decisions 

about him. Since he seems to be recovering I am keeping my fingers crossed that he will 

be ok. Bears are resilient and great healers so I am being positive about his recovery. 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
The Montgomery bear is another case....I am going to be assessing his behavior on Friday to see 

how "friendly" he is. If he is going to be reliant on humans for his survival then we 

cannot put him out in the wild. We are looking into some other options for him but sadly 

the only options may be ones that involve being in captivity. Very sad. I am incredibly 

upset about this situation. 

 

Comment: 
Jaime, Do bears in the wild go looking for tight spaces to relax in like some of these bears like to 

do/ 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
Yes you should see some of the tight spaces they put themselves in when they are in dens! They 

will find areas to relax where they feel safe. 

 

Comment: 
Jaime - What will you be looking for regarding the Montgomery bear socializing back to bears 

and away from humans? How long do you plan to give him before making a decision to 

release him back to the wild? 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
We will probably start the serious discussions about this on Friday when I am at the center. At 

this point it is not really looking that good. If he was with people for the last 6 months or 

so there will not be anyway to make him unlearn this behavior. 
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Comment: 
Question - How difficult is it going to be to round up 5 bear cubs and get them loaded for 

transport to be released??? And will we get to watch??? 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:   
(NO) 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
It will be interesting! That is a small space in there! The larger ones (yearlings) will have to be 

given immobilization drugs because they are too big to handle. The smaller ones may not 

need to be immobilized but we will assess when we get there. We want it to be the least 

traumatizing as we can for them 

 

Comment: 
Watching of the "capture" of bears will not be allowed... that's the "(NO)" from Amanda. We'll 

just wait for pics and hopefully some video. 

 

Comment: 
Jaime, I guess that releasing 5 bears in different stages of development has some challenges...one 

challenge might be the sequence in which to release the bears. Would you describe your 

plan and your method to us? Also, how long will you linger at the site to make sure all is 

well? Will you return to the site later to see if all is as you expect? Thanks again for being 

here with us. 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
We are going to have a minimum number of people at the release. Since the larger bears will 

have to be immobilized we are going to make sure that they are fully awake and alert 

before letting them go 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
Sorry I am having computer difficulties 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
We will let them all go at once, once the yearlings are awake and hopefully with a minimal 

amount of people and distractions they won't be panicking when we open the doors to the 

carrier 

 

Comment: 
Jamie, r u going to be there at the release?? thx u for everything u do for the bears 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
Yes of course! And thank you for caring about them! 

 

Comment: 
Jaime - Do you know why bear transport vehicles are shaped round? 
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Jaime Sajecki:  
Ha that is a funny question. You are right most traps and carriers are round, we are actually 

bringing a square one with a divider in it tomorrow. 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
I think it is because a culvert tube is a handy thing to make a trap out of. 

 

Comment: 
Jaime - Do you get any calls about dead bears? How do you dispose of the bear carcass? 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
Yes. Roadkills, illegal kills, etc. We dispose of them depending on the situation. Sometimes 

localities pick them up and bring them to an incinerator or landfill. Sometimes the 

Agency can use them for education. Most times the dead bears we hear about are in 

pretty gross condition and are not usable for educational purposes 

 

Comment: 

For Jamie: There is an increase of bear activity in my semi-rural area: trash cans, bird feeders, 

bear/vehicle collisions and alarmingly, rumors of feeding bears. How can an individual 

begin to educate the community about living with bears? 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
Judy, you are not alone in experiencing that. I know it seems like a very big mountain to climb 

but every time you educate just one person and that person does the same, you spread the 

knowledge 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
Any time there are community or neighborhood meetings you can talk about bears and how to 

co-exist. Often we provide materials to people requesting information for community 

meetings. 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
Thank you for wanting to help spread the word. It makes me so happy when I hear from people 

like you 

 

Comment: 
Jaime - Is this Friday's 5 bear release a record number for you to release at one time? 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
Out of the same trap... not quite. A couple years ago we released a foster female with 2 of her 

own cubs and 3 foster cubs. so i guess 6 out of one trap would be my record 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:   
And for JudyVA -- there's some great "living with bears" info on the DGIF website, which 

includes a video starring Jaime! http://www.dgif.virginia.gov/wildlife/bear/living-with-

black-bears/ 

http://www.dgif.virginia.gov/wildlife/bear/living-with-black-bears/
http://www.dgif.virginia.gov/wildlife/bear/living-with-black-bears/
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Comment: 
Question for Jaime: Who determines when an area becomes too saturated with Black Bears? And 

once determined what are the options for VDGIF? Is this when hunting permits are 

opened up? It seems that if WCV has become "saturated", it may be representative of 

what's happening with the bear population in Virginia. 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
That is also a very good question and timely! Our Black Bear Management Plan (currently on the 

website for public comment)(* editor’s note: Plan is closed to public comments) is what 

dictates bear management in Virginia. The plan was publicly derived so it is a public plan 

VS a game department plan or Jaime's Plan.... 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
The way we manage populations is by using a concept called cultural carrying capacity which is 

different than biological carrying capacity. 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:   
http://www.dgif.virginia.gov/wildlife/bear/ 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
BCC is how many bears the habitat or landscape can hold while CCC is how many bears people 

will tolerate in an area. This could take up hours but I suggest you check out the plan. On 

the website is the old plan from 2001 and the revised plan and it talks about those 

concepts and how we manage populations. 

 

Comment: 
Do you think that it's unusual that these bears have gotten along so well, or do you suspect that 

their behavior is just normal? 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
I don't think it is unusual since bears, in their younger years, normally grow and learn from 

interacting with other bears...what we look at like playing sometimes is really giving the 

bears skills they will need later in life. Also being bears they just like to play. 

 

Comment: 
Maybe I haven’t' been paying attention, but, do bears have great smell and great hearing? 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
Yes and yes! You can't beat their sense of smell 

 

Comment: 
Q for Jaime. Could a sick or wounded bear continue to lactate her cubs so long as she was alive 

and they were nursing? Could that explain size and lack of survival skills of twins? 

 

 

 

http://www.dgif.virginia.gov/wildlife/bear/
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Jaime Sajecki:  
I am not sure that the cubs really have a lack of survival skills. We don't know what happened to 

the mother but I suspect that she died. They were stuck in a bad place for a little while 

and may not have had anywhere to find food which may have explained their condition 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
Bears really don't get sick, that is one reason they are so amazing. Also I think that even if 

wounded as long as the mother was mobile she would still be able to find food and 

produce milk. Since we never found a dead sow we will never really know what these 

two went through 

 

Comment: 
The Cub #12-1664 had stitches for a cut under its chin. Are they the type of sutures that disolve 

themselves since it doesn't seem like they plan on capturing him to remove them? 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
I have been advised (wink wink) the stitches were the dissolving ones 

 

Comment: 
Question for Jaime. Might there be hearing damage, along with the eye damage, that would 

cause the Roanoke bear to be moving back and forth? To hear what's going on around 

him? 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
My experience with bears having head trauma like that is really limited, the bears I mostly hear 

about with head trauma don't make it very long. Car vs bear is a bad situation. I would 

leave that question to the vets at WCV about his hearing as they are keeping a close eye 

on his recovery 

 

Comment: 
QQ Hold for Jaime: What is the possibility that the two smaller bears growth is stunted? 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
I think that they are not abnormally small. You are used to seeing big healthy well fed bears at 

the center that don't have to do very much activity for their meals....These guys were in 

the wild and look like wild bear cubs. Like the yearlings that were brought in at the 

beginning of the year weighing 8 pounds, given a good food source thier bodies pick up 

and they grow very quickly 

 

Comment: 
FOR JAIME....Welcome, why are the bear transport truck containers shaped like large round 

pipes. Also, doesn't it get hot inside. Thanks. 
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Jaime Sajecki:  
Since I answered the round part...I will add that yes, they get hot, that is why we make sure bears 

are not transported for long periods of time in the sun and if needed they are given water 

or wet down to make sure they don't overheat. 

 

Comment: 
Question for Jaime--since the smallest cubs haven't had a chance to form a bond with the older 

bears, won't they be on their own? Wouldn't it be better to keep them at the Center a little 

longer since they're so small? 

 

Comment: 
Try to keep this Q short. If cubs were underweight and dehydrated when alone, apparently they 

didn't know how to forage. How will they learn this in a month in this environment for 

release in Aug and be able to find food then., 

 

Comment: 
Is it not possible for the twins to remain with the two bears who will still be rehabbing so they 

can just grow a little more ? and also, do we know what the twins weight is ? 

approximately? 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
These comments are all addressing concerns about their size and how they will fare when out in 

the wild. 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
Right now is a critical time for cub development. They need to be able to be out there finding a 

place to call their home range, find areas where there is food, find where they will be 

denning. The fall is very important for bear survival. 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
This is when they start bulking up for the winter denning period. They need to be out there and 

learn where these things are. We do not want to keep them so long that they are at a 

disadvantage when they are released. They are going to grow very quickly and keeping 

them inside in the enclosure for more time is going to put them behind in terms of 

learning how to survive out there 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
I really do appreciate the concern and know that people see the bears in this safe place with free 

flowing food but you have to realize that bear cubs learn a huge amount in thier first year 

and depriving them of that will hinder their development 

 

Comment: 
QQ Hold for Jaime: If the two smallest bears are underweight for their age, how long will it take 

them to catch up to where they would normally be? 
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Jaime Sajecki:  
As I said before, they were small and underweight but it wasn't terrible...we have definitely seen 

worse! We know that there is going to be a great acorn crop this year and in theory during 

the fall they can put on 2-3 pounds a day. 

 

Comment: 
HI. Don’t know who can answer this for me, or if I should already know! How will these bears 

know where to go for food once out in the wild? Have I missed a "class"? Sorry, just 

picturing them sitting and sniffing at anything that looks remotely like the food shoot 

they have now! Have a great night/or Wed. whenever it is you get this:)--and thanks:) 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
Aww that is a sad picture you have painted. Think of this image instead, two bears back in the 

wild where they are comfortable following their AMAZING noses to some late summer 

fruits and tons of acorns....They will need a little bit to get their bearings but they will be 

sure to find food right away and it is good timing for release because of the current food 

sources and the food sources about to be ready 

 

Comment: 
Jaime, when transporting the 5 bears, are they all in one enclosure or are they separated 

individually or in groups? 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
They will be in one carrier divided with the sleeping bears on one side and the others on the 

other side. We will unseparate them once the sleeping ones wake up 

 

Comment: 
Jaime - Will these bears be tagged first before being released? 

 

Comment: 
A question for Jaime on Wednesday -- I'm sure others will ask, too, but will the bears be marked/ 

tagged in some way so that if they are ever in trouble, you will know who they are-- and 

their past history? Seems it would be beneficial (?) Thank you for taking your valuable 

time to settle our nerves. 

 

Comment: 
Jamie how u guys going to banded the bears before release??? 

 

Comment: 
Ok, thanks for letting me know that none of the bears would be wearing a transmitter when 

released on Fri. but wondered if y'all ever microchip a release so could keep track of (is it 

by GPS ???) . . . . 
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Comment: 
QQ Hold for Jaime. Will any of the five bears due to be release be tagged or collared so their 

movement can be tracked? 

 

Comment: 
FOR JAIME....what determines if a bear will be tagged? Do you ever use ID chips (like for pets) 

to identify found bears. Thanks. 

 

Comment: 
Oh BTW-bears also walk on the earth- Is it true there will be no chips in these bears? How will 

we know if they are found again? (question for Jamie) 

 

Comment: 
Question for Jaime - Will the bears be tagged? 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
Lots of tagging questions.....I think I talked about it a little on the last discussion but in terms of 

tagging we look at it as COST to the animal vs. BENEFIT to us. 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
Little bear ears are hard to put tags in because their ears grow so much and the tags can interfere 

with their hearing, cause infection, get ripped out.. Not a lot of nice things if you are that 

bear 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
We tried putting radio transmitters on a couple a few years ago but because of the type of 

transmitters for little bears, we lost the signal after a short amount of time. little 

transmitters = little signal 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
I know that most of you are really interested in knowing what happens with all these bears you 

have come to know and love and honestly a lot of us would too. HOWEVER, putting ear 

tags in little bears is not worth the potential problems they may cause the bears.  

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
You have to realize that these are wild animals and that they have been given a chance and a 

helping hand that the other 16,994 bears out there have not. I know bears at this age have 

the smarts and ability to make it out there otherwise I would never put them out there 

 

Comment: 
Thank you for your answers Jamie--re the smaller bears development and importance of them 

not being deprived of their learning in the wild...very reassuring 

 

Comment: 
I fully trust your judgment on the bears-have learned so much-thanks Bears are putting on a 

show on the cam 
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Jaime Sajecki:  
Thanks, I am not just saying it to make you all feel better.....I really truly know that these bears 

will be just as well off as all the others that did not get to stay at Club WCV! 

 

Comment: 
What's the procedure for separating the bears before release? Will someone actually have to get 

into the den to separate the 2 staying from the 5 leaving? 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
YES, we will have to separate them from the others but it should all go smoothly 

 

Comment: 
GA Jaime - I know bears claws are very sharp, but are their teeth? Are they like a dogs or 

sharper? 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
They are pretty sharp but the big difference is the power behind those teeth and the size of those 

teeth. You only see about 1/2 of a bear's canine. There is about an equal amount up in the 

gum. It is huge. They also have huge chewing muscles. Sometimes I think it is funny that 

they have these enormous powerful mouths but they use their lips to individually pick 

one berry at a time off a berry bush...or lick up some ants 

 

Comment: 
Jaime. Living in the woods, going out to fill the bird feeder, if a bear shows up,what is the BEST 

move one can make? 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
Don’t keep the feeder up! Make sure you have it down with no other things a bear can eat (trash 

etc) in your yard. If you are in an area where bears are common it is best not to feed birds 

(I know that is not a popular statement....) and make sure you keep your trash inside or 

bear proofed. If you see a bear make a lot of noise and it will most likely run off before 

you know it. They are very easy to scare off unless they are used to getting food (case in 

point Montgomery Co bear). That is why it is so important for them not to get used to 

associating people with food..including bird feeders 

 

Comment: 
Back to education question: So positive education, changing a community's perspective about 

bears, could raise the CCC in an area? 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
YES! That is exactly it and one of the goals in the new Bear Plan 

 

Comment: 
Jamie, when you say cultural carrying plan is that meaning how many people can live with as 

much as how many can live with humans without too much interference either way as 

well as how many the area can sustain? 
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Jaime Sajecki:  
It means how many bears in a particular area that people will tolerate. It is a function of both 

positive demands (ex. people who want to see lots of bears) and negative demands (ex. 

farmers that have bears eating their crops) 

 

Comment: 
Should the five bears not stay together, are the two youngest old enough to survive on their own? 

How can you determine this? 

 

Comment: 
But you really feel like the cubs will do okay in the wild, even if they break from the group?? 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
After the summer months cubs have all they need to survive on their own, while not ideal (since 

they would be with a mother bear if something didn't happen) they can do it. They can eat 

solid food, their instincts are there to guide them, and they are a force to be reckoned with 

even at 20 pounds! There have been a number of studies looking at the fate of 1st year 

cub survival that show that they will have a great chance. 

 

Comment: 
I have not heard about the foster program at VA Tech--is this new? Jamie, do you have a link for 

more information about this? 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
No it is not new. We used the Tech facility for about 18 years and then the person in charge left 

and closed the facility. A new Professor is in charge and we funded the repairs to the 

facility so we could get it back up and running. I am not sure what a link would be but I 

think if you go to the VT website you might find info on it. You can look for papers from 

Mike Vaughn too about the studies they did regarding bears at the facility 

 

Comment: 
Hi Jamie, do you think all 3 of the cubs will stay with the female yearling? 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
It is very possible the Bedford cub was not in the wild for very long so I think there is a very 

good chance (great chance!) he will stay with her. The others were wild much longer and 

may not want to stay with her but they will likely stay together. 

 

Comment: 
Hi Jaime, Are bear territorial and if so how large an area do they require? 

 

Comment: 
Jamie - thank you for being here with us today and for caring for the bears. Question - Is there no 

danger of throwing the local ecosystem out of balance by introducing 5 new bears to a 

territory? 
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Jaime Sajecki:  
Yes, bears are territorial and have a home range where they get all their daily and seasonal needs. 

Male homeranges are much larger than female homeranges and will overlap female 

homeranges. Where we plan to release the bears is great habitat with lots of food and 

water sources away from humans 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
You cannot get to where we are going by vehicle if you are a member of the public. The area is 

not at BCC, as in there is room for more bears and the habitat and food to sustain them 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
Please remember that there is a natural mortality of 20-25% of all bear cubs..meaning 1 out of 4 

will not make it due to natural reasons. 

 

Comment: 
Oh Jaime, thanks for being here again and for the wonderful work you do. I know we'd all be 

amazed to learn how many different agencies need to work together to protect our 

wildlife. Your expertise and WCV's willingness to share has taught us so much about 

bear behavior. Who knew bears liked recliners so much??!! My burning question is: Will 

the two little ones be able to make it on their own? We know, nothing is guaranteed, least 

of all in the natural world. I guess all we can do is pray a lot, and trust. God bless your 

work! 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
I hope that some of my answers have made you feel better and yes nothing is ever guaranteed, 

you do the best you can for wildlife that needs your help and you have to set them free to 

be the wild animals they are. There are tons of folks behind the scenes when it comes to 

wildlife management. I am so happy to be partnered with the WCV on bear issues. I can't 

imagine being in a state where these types of resources were not available to wildlife. 

 

Comment: 
Jaime, our 19 special needs kids would like to know what in their biology makes bears stay "un-

sick" [their words!] 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
Un-sick is a great word. There are a lot of people actually studying just that! One of the studies 

that is most amazing was one done at VT where they looked at what happens when bears 

are denning..not eating, drinking, moving. If you look at a human in a coma you see that 

they lose bone mass and deteriorate but bears actually still put on bone mass. They also 

heal very quickly from broken bones. They do get internal and external parasites like 

worms and mange but very rarely do they die from those parasite loads. 

 

Comment: 
? for Jamie. Thank you for taking the time to be here today. My question is, what is it with these 

bears and the interest/desire they all seem to have in reclining in any container they can 
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fit into. I know all the cats that have passed through my life love boxes, and I have seen 

children that just loved to set in containers. Has this behavior been seen in other bear 

studies before? Thanks so much to the WCV I have become a bear-a-holic. I now want to 

take up a cause for their support, safety, and any studies done for them. 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
You have to remember that their stimulation in the holding pens is pretty limited and if they were 

not in captivity they would have a lot more interesting things to investigate. That said 

they do equally as amusing things when they are outside, I have seen very funny things 

on remote cameras. They are very smart and curious and appear to enjoy things that other 

animals don't. I think I told you the story last time about the cubs that played with 

someone's blow up pool toys until they popped..... 

 

Comment: 
Jaime - Do you plan to go back to the area you are releasing these bears in the near future to 

check on how they are doing? 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
We will be in the area but I do not think they will stick around right where we released them. 

Also keep in mind bear homeranges can be hundreds of square miles....They are not like 

deer where you can see the same ones in the same spot sometimes daily. They follow the 

food so once their berries run out in one spot they might go find an apple tree and then 

they will go find a good patch of acorns. So the short answer is, even if we went back 

chances are we would not see them 

 

Comment: 
Jaime, if the female yearling literally sprints off toward the bushes and forest,will the cubs be 

able to follow or will she find them later-after the truck leaves? 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
Yes, they will call to each other and be able to smell each other. They might all decide to hide 

until we leave and that is why we don't stick around long after we open the door 

 

Comment: 
Please put this question on hold, as I'll be in a lecture at school during Jaime's appearance. Hi 

Jaime I was wondering if you might be able to give some insight as to the bonding that 

occurred between the female yearling and the young cub. Does their tight bond imply that 

the mothering instinct is intact with bears from a young age, and approximately how long 

could this bond last once in the wild? Thanks for all that you do! 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
I think that is true and just like I mentioned before, young bears really thrive when they can 

interact with other bears. The mothering instinct is incredibly strong. Wild bears with 

cubs will come to a distressed cub call even if it is not her cub. They will foster cubs that 

are not theirs without blinking an eye. We have seen this over and over. 
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Comment: 
Jaime.....when the male and female yearlings are sedated for final weigh and transport, is the 

sedation reversed or do you wait for it wear off itself? 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
We will reverse them if they appear to still be very sleepy when we get there. Usually by the 

time we get on site they are VERY awake and ready to get the heck out of that cage 

 

Comment: 
Hi Jaime. Thanks for spending some time on the chat w/ CN. We all watched as the female 

yearling was retained to foster the tiny cub (#634). The idea was to give the pair enough 

time to bond and maybe den together through the winter. The female yearling and the cub 

have been working on that bond since mid-May...and big brother has been in the picture 

as well. We've all watched with interest at the introduction of the "twins" a week or ten 

days ago. Clearly, there has not been as much time for the female yearling to bond with 

these new cubs. Clearly, WCV cannot keep the big female longer...what are the odds that 

the yearling will foster these two cubs in the wild given that they've had so little time 

together? What is it about the WCV arrangement that prevents them from retaining the 

cubs long enough to put on some weight and releasing them in...say a month? Thanks. 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
The last part of your comment about why we could not keep them at WCV for another month.... 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
The longer they stay in the enclosed facility the less time they will have to familiarize themselves 

with their environment. We want to make sure they are out there for their first fall and to 

have lots of time before winter hits to find a place that is safe and comfortable to den. If 

this happens with the female yearling that would be terrific but on the slight chance they 

don't stay with her they need to be able to learn where and how to forage at this very 

important time of year. We would be setting back their development if we held them 

there. If the facility was like the one they want to build there, we would not be facing the 

same types of issues 

 

Comment: 
I'm not able to be on @ noon today for Jamie's chat :( I'm sure that any questions I have will be 

asked by others, I'll catch up when I return. I would just like to say Thank you, Jamie, for 

your time and for sharing your expertise with us. ... and thank you , WCV, for this 

opportunity! ♥ 

 

Comment: 
For Jaime: I just want to say thank you to you for all your work with the black bears. It is 

wonderful knowing they have an advocate! Both you and WCV do amazing work! 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
You are welcome to everybody!!!!....one more question to answer.... 
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Comment: 
Jaime, I get the impression that the Virginia Bear Management Plan includes providing enough 

healthy bears for hunters to kill....how can those of us who care so much about bears 

being able to live like free bears possibly support such a thing? 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
I was waiting for this question. And I know that there are probably a lot of people who are 

wondering about bear hunting....long answer so here goes 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
Bear population just like many other animals in this state need to be managed. I know from a 

statewide survey we recently did that there is little acceptance by the public for hunting 

bears. This is not uncommon for anywhere in North America. People seem to be able to 

accept hunting in general but not hunting bears (I def. understand why)..... 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
There are not very many "pretty" ways to manage wildlife populations in the eyes of some and 

there are very big problems that can occur when wildlife populations become too large 

for an area in which they live. 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
Hunting if done ethically and safely provides management of species where the animal is valued 

and appreciated. 

 

Comment: 
Food Fight! 

 

Comment: 
That is one very feisty little cub that's been on camera. Do we know which one it is? 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:   
Yes ... for those watching the bears on cam just a few minutes ago ... I hope you can appreciate 

what was happening there! Jaime is right -- these little twin cubs are feisty and have a lot 

of abilities to care for themselves right now -- one of the two small Chesapeake cubs just 

fended off the huge female yearling from taking a tasty morsel of fish, and then fussed a 

lot at the other yearling! 

 

Comment: 
Many thanks Jaime 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
I myself am not a hunter but I understand what happens when populations are not managed. You 

have to look at it this way, would you want to see more bears killed on highways, by city 

police departments, by farmers on kill permits that need to protect their crops or would 

you rather see an animal killed in a humane manner, used for food and appreciated. .... 
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Jaime Sajecki:  
It is hard for a lot of people to understand this and I have struggled but I do know a lot of bear 

hunters that probably love bears more than you or I and know more about their biology 

and nature than most people in the state. It is a very tough topic and I am not sure I have 

done it justice but I am always happy to have this conversation. We may not all agree but 

hopefully can recognize where each other is coming from and that we are all in it because 

we love and appreciate the most amazing animals in the world 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
Thanks to everyone who sat through this. I am available by email 

jaime.sajecki@dgif.virginia.gov or by phone 804-652-7921 to talk about anything I did 

clear up here. Thank you WCV for inviting me here again and thanks to everyone for 

caring about the bears!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:   
THANK YOU, Jaime, for all of your time here today! We appreciate the info -- much of which 

is good, reassuring, natural history info. The Wildlife Center staff looks forward to seeing 

you on Friday for our massive bear release! (oh and I have something for you too!) 

 

Congowings:  

Jaime - thank you so much for answering so many questions this afternoon. We all appreciate the 

time you take to explain in terms we can understand about the bears. 

 

Comment: 
Thanks Jaime! Good luck Friday and hopefully you'll send us a great, positive report/in turn 

hopefully, we can work with you and WCV to get a bear facility compound! Truthfully 

speaking-the bears are ready to "go home." I'll worry a little because that's how I care. :) 

 

Comment: 
Many Thanks Jamie!! 

 

Comment: 
Thank you Jamie for your time here today. Really have learned so much more about Bears. 

Again Thank you 

 

Comment: 
Thanks Jaime for your time and education on these and all beautiful bears! I really appreciate all 

you do. 

 

Comment: 
I was lurking… All the questions were excellent and thank you Jamie for thoughtful and 

thought-provoking answers. I watched the video while waiting for the answers which was 

great also. Thank you Jamie, I learned a lot today. 
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Comment: 
Thank you Jaime for taking time out of your busy schedule to answer our questions. I hope you 

come back to the chat again soon for another Q & A session with us. 

 

Comment: 
Jaime, thank you for your time with us today. Your reassuring ways will have us all believing 

that the cubbies are going to be just fine out there in their new home. 

 

Comment: 
Thank you Jaime for a very informative session. And Thank you for educating the public. 

 

Comment: 
Jaime, thank you for your patience with all our questions. Of course we want to have a perfect 

world for all our creatures, but that is not nature, that is not life. Thanks for being here. 

Hope we get a photo of you tomorrow....... 

 

Comment: 
Thank you so much, Jaime, for being here today to educate and reassure us about the bears' 

release (can you tell we're having a hard time letting them go?!). They've had wonderful 

care at WCV and it's time for them to live free and wild! 

 

Comment: 
1:55 - literally "climbing the walls" lolol Thank you Jaime for your expert information and 

reassurance. 

 

Comment: 
Just wanted to be able to thank you Jamie for all that you do for bears, and for taking time out of 

your busy schedule to answer our questions! We'll do what we can to get WCV what they 

need to carry on carrying for black bears! Hope you come visit again! 

 

Comment: 
boy, are they ever readyyyyyy to get out and climb!! 

 

Comment: 
Thank you for being here, it was a pleasure :-) 

 

Comment: 
Thank you Jaime for spending the afternoon with us. We are so privileged to be able to watch 

and learn so much about bears, eagles, etc...What a great way to spend an afternoon, 

watching bears while learning more about them! 

 

Comment: 
Thank you for being with us today, Jaime. The willingness of you, VDGIF and WCC in taking 

your time to share and teach is amazing. I truly appreciate all I learn from everyone. 
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Comment: 
Jaime, I just want to say that you sure have made me feel a lot better about the release of the 5 

bears. 

 

Comment: 
Thank you Jaime for your time today and answering all our questions. Please take some pictures 

and maybe a video of the release so we can see the bears be free and back to their natural 

surroundings. Please/ Thank you. Take care. 

 

Comment: 
I just wanted to say welcome Jaime!!! We are happy to have you :) 

 

Comment: 
Jaime, I hope you know that all of us in Critter Nation care deeply for the patients that WCV 

treats. We really are trying to understand the whole process and all (well, most of us 

LOL!) know that the experts know best. 

 

Comment: 
I'm glad the bears aren't tagged. They've been through enough in their so far, short lives. No need 

for any more distress! I'll just imagine them all running and being free and happy! :) 

 

 

Comment: 
Thank you for all your time Jaime...very educational. Unfortunately work is interfering now and 

I have to join a conf call 

 

Comment: 
We have come to trust the experts. EN/CN respond based on emotional attachments to these 

animals whereas the experts respond from wildlife experience. Thank you! 

 

Comment: 
Thank you Jaime and they are truly amazing. 

 

Comment: 
Thanks Jaime for your input on a difficult subject. I watched a program about the over-

population of bears in Alaska and the dire results! 

 

Comment: 
We tent to humanize the critters as if they were our kids so your answers are very reassuring 

Thank you!!!! 

 

Comment: 
Jaime, you are so diplomatic and thorough in explaining difficult questions/answers. Your 

insight is enlightening and spot on. Thanks so much for your time and I sure do think the 

bears are in good hands with you on their side. 
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Comment: 
In addition to all the other benefits the bears will have when back in the woods, WE need them to 

do the things bears are said to do in the woods In The Woods! lol 

 

Comment: 
I think it's just that we're going to miss them!! They have been such fun to watch- great 

personalities! 

 

Comment: 
Good afternoon Jaime. I have been lurking, but just laughed out loud at Club WCV, As always, 

you are most informative and ensuring. Thanks 

 

Comment: 
Thanks for being on the chat with us, Jaime. I could listen to you talk about bears all day! Good 

luck on Friday...and thanks for everything. 

 

Comment: 
or should I say bearsonalities!! LOL 

 

Comment: 
Thanks for visiting us today Jaime. I have absolutely fallen in love with these bears. But even 

more, I love that five will be free to live their lives in the wild. It would be so wonderful 

if the last two have the same opportunity in the future. Thanks for all you do for all the 

bears! 

 

Comment: 
Oops. The word should be assuring. I am multitasking. 

 

Comment: 
Thank you for spending so much time with us today and for everything you do for the bears. 

(Sorry for misspelling your name before.) Have a great release day on Friday! 

 

Jaime Sajecki:  
Our staff videographer (is that a word) will be filming the whole thing! We will share all the 

video we get with WCV 

 

Comment: 
Thank You so much for answering our questions. It really helps when we have someone like you 

in charge who really CARES about the bears. The bears seem to really have been turned 

on since you came-maybe they are trying to show you they are ready to leave-or what 

wonderful care they receive at WCV. I wish we had the new bear enclosure now-they 

would be able to learn skills in a sheltered environment. Ed said that the buildng would 

not be long-it's getting permission. I sure hope we get going soon. Thanks again. 
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Comment: 
I am still amazed and delighted by how well these supposedly "solitary" animals get along, and 

more than get along, seem to have bonded....i have a feeling that a lot of what we think 

we know about bears (and eagles) comes from just passing acquaintance in the woods 

instead of actually seeing them living together. 

 

Comment: 
Thanks a bunch Jaime......for sharing your expertise and for loving bears!!! 

 

Comment: 
Thank you so much Jaime!! Hope we get to meet you some time!! 

 

Comment: 
Jamie and WCV, Thank you for this session. It has been very educational. I also want to thank 

you for all you're doing for the bears and all other wild life. 

 

Comment: 
I'm so thankful that we and the bears have someone of your integrity watching over our bear 

population. Thank you! 

 

Comment: 
Jaime, Thanks for easing our minds. So nice to get info from the expert! Thanks for stopping by. 

See you on Friday! 

 

Comment: 
Humanizing, I just know they'll all be so happy to get out of confinement and into the wild. 

Thank you for all you do to enhance their survival. 

 

Comment: 
Thank you Jaime for telling us that there will be plenty of food and water. I hope as many as 

possible will stay together. CLOSE TO HUGE berry bushes.... OR i SHOULD SAY 

"BEARY BUSHES" lol ♥♥♥♥♥ 

 

Comment: 
Article by Mike Vaughn for 19 kids 

http://www.vt.edu/spotlight/impact/2008-03-10_bears/2008-03-10_bears.html 

 

Comment: 
OHHHH! That little one was holding its own with the yearling over some delicious lunch! 

THANKS Jaime!! Wonderful info--I'm really glad all these guys are going to be released 

on Friday to live lives as bears in the wild! 

 

Comment: 
Jaime.Can't stay much longer, wanted to thank you for taking the time with us. We could ask 

questions till the chickens stop laying eggs! Thanks:) 

 

http://www.vt.edu/spotlight/impact/2008-03-10_bears/2008-03-10_bears.html
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Comment: 
Wow---so that distressed cub cry that freaked Randy out in his Bear Story really serves a very 

useful purpose in the wild--invokes the mother bear instinct even if it is not her own cub! 

Crucial to survival. No wonder it is such a heart wrenching sound! 

 

Comment: 
Jamie - you are so patient & knowledgeable. Thank you for sharing these qualities with us. 

 

Comment: 
Thanks Jamie I am just a lurker here but I have sure learned a lot about all animals and have 

come to love the bears and will miss them but they need to go for their better. Thanks 

again for everything you do for them. Funny and wonderful animals!! 

 

Comment: 
Thank you Jaime for your time. And thank you WCV for making the time for all of us to 

question and learn! 

 

Comment: 
Thanks for visiting with us today. Please be EXTRA FEISTY when dealing with the person who 

kidnapped the Montgomery bear! We have really enjoyed watching and learning. No 

wonder you love bears so much! Good luck tomorrow with the release, Jamie. 

 

Comment: 
Before I leave for lunch just wanted to thank Jamie for answering our questions! 

 

Comment: 
Thanks for being here with us today Jaime. We are all looking forward to helping with the WCV 

bear enclosure! Watching these guys has been so very informative. 

 

Comment: 
Hi Jaime--I love watching these bears, like all of EN/CN/BN, but I am really excited that they 

will be released Friday----it means success on the part of WCV. Congratulations--job 

well done! 

 

Comment: 
Jamie Forgot to say come back and visit us soon! 

 

Comment: 
Jaime, I have to say, these bears have been extremely entertaining to watch. They have had me 

(and all others here) laughing out loud many times and saying "awwww" other times. 

Such a thrill to see inside their lives a little from a safe distance for us and them. 

 

Comment: 
I am excited for the 5 bears getting out of the cinder block building and out into the woods where 

nature intended them to be. 
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Comment: 
awwww, nice, thanks!!! I really do believeeee they will be fine, but that picture did enter my 

brain! Thanks,Jaime. 

 

Comment: 
2-3 pounds of weight gain a day? i missed my calling...i should have been a bear! *g* 

 

Comment: 
Thanks for all your time, today, Jamie! It's been very informative. We've gotten so close to these 

bears and now that they are getting ready to be set free, I'm happy that you've helped 

alleviate a little of the worries (who, me?) Thank you again. 

 

Comment: 
I think little cub just gave us our answer while Jaime was talking! He wasn't giving up his fish! 

 

Comment: 
Thank you Rose for posting that article by Mike Vaughn - very interesting finds! Thank you 

Jaime for loving these bears and educating us to do the same! 

 

Comment: 
Thanks Jamie for taking the time, and having the patience, to share your experience and 

expertise. 

Comment: 
Thank you Jamie for your time and expertise. Of course some of us will (worry) think of the 

twins since they appear tiny still, but we do trust WCV and your decision that it is time 

for all the 5 to go free and of course we all need to trust "the higher up spirits" ! 

 

Congowings:  

Worry? Never . . . 

 

Comment: 
Jaime, Thank you so much for taking time with us to both educate us & alleviate our concerns. 

Wildlife needs more people like you! Good luck on Friday! 


