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May 23, 2012 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  

Good Morning Amanda! It's looking like another rainy day here in New Jersey! The kids have 

lots of questions for you this morning. Are you ready?!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Good morning!! I'm ready ... or I hope I am!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
Are there anymore birds in the raptor tower?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Well, we've got our two eaglets up there ... as you can probably see on cam ... and I'm not sure if 

this counts as being "in" the raptor tower or not anymore! We opened the door last night, 

and they were perching on the railing within 30 minutes ...  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
How many species are there in the raptor tower  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Just one -- Bald Eagles!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
Wouldn't the black bear attack you guys when you still had them,while you were trying to help 

it? (joey.b)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Yes! That's why the staff are VERY cautious -- the staff doesn't attempt to handle the yearling 

anymore (and the ones that were released were sedated first) -- the staff will attempt to 

weigh the little cub tomorrow, but we'll see how that goes. He was already feisty enough 

when they moved in out last week!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
What’s the name of the Peregrine Falcon? (Elise K)  
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Oohhh, you guys cut right to the chase! I need to pull all of that information together this 

morning and get something on the website ...  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
How long did it take to build the raptor tower (Sabrina)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Let's see ... did all that construction last fall? Once the construction guys really got started, I 

think it was just a couple of months. It's definitely nice to have it there and ready this 

season!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
How far do you think NX will go? Will she stay in the Virginia area, or venture into other states? 

(Kelly)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Good question! I know some of her siblings (from other years, not NZ and NV) have ventured 

into North Carolina -- but I guess they were closer to the border than she is. She seems to 

be exploring the area where she was released, and it is a great spot for eagles!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
How is the center celebrating National Turtle Day? (Brianna G)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Well ... by caring for all of the turtles that are here! Hopefully we'll get another turtle or two out 

the door today or at the end of this week (for release) ... and I'm sure Wilson and Emma 

will maybe get an extra treat today. :)  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
How old is NX? (Megan)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
I'm sure there are members of Eagle Nation that could give me the exact # of days old she is -- 

but let's see ... a year and two months!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
Is the little black bear cub a boy or a girl? (Cassidy)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
A boy.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
Will the American Bullfrog ever be released? (Jessica H)  
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Yes, we're hoping so! He had a really nasty wound on his back, so we're just waiting for that to 

fully heal -- but he's been an amazing recovery story!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
How old are the Little Brown Bats? (Elise K)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
I'm not sure if there's a way to tell for sure -- they came in early this year though, and generally 

have their babies at this time of year -- so I guess at their youngest, they are one year old.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
What is the wingspan of the peregrine falcon? (Andrea)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Peregrine Falcons have a wingspan (typically) of about 3.3 to 3.6 feet .. since our education bird 

is a small falcon, I'd guess more along the 3.3 end of things. Though we haven't 

measured!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
If NX was hurt and you knew where she was would the team go out to save her if she was farther 

away?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Sure, we'd want to make sure she was getting the help she needs -- but we have a wonderful 

network of people on hand too, so my guess is that we could call Officer Keeve to the 

rescue, if she was near him!! And then we could get her for treatment.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
How many times have you had NX in your care? Mike s  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
I guess it depends on how you count her releases ... but ... well, we basically had her from April 

2011 to August 2011 ... then she was released (for real) and she came back in December 

2011. So, twice.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
How tall is the Raptor tower? (Julia)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
The A3 enclosure is 23' at its highest point -- which seems to be the middle part of the pen, 

where the tower is!  
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Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
Where did you find the baby screech owls? (Cassidy)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Three of them were found together, on the ground -- looks like something happened to their nest. 

The other one had a similar story, and now is their "introduced" sibling!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
Where are the bats staying in? (Megan)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
We've got a bat box for them -- so that they can climb the sides, and hide, and be next to each 

other (or not, if they don't want to be). That box is in our isolation room -- since White 

Nose Syndrome is a contagious disease for other bats that might come into our care.  

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
How many times can you have the same animal? (Joey.B)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Well ... I guess as many times as it is injured, but if it's getting injured a ton ... there must be 

something wrong!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
How many raptor towers are there? (Mike) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Here at the WCV, just one! I'm not sure if any other rehab centers out there have something 

similar or not.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
Why did they put a transmitter on NX? (Brianna G)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
The data from NX will be used in a study conducted by the Department of Game and Inland 

Fisheries -- looking at eagle movement and the range and behavior of Bald Eagles in 

Virginia’s coastal plain. Migratory behavior is studied as biologists are able to see how 

far Bald Eagles move in the winter season.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
How do you cure White Nose Syndrome on bats? (Kelly)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Just by taking care of the bats while they're sick -- there is no cure for it (yet), so we just have to 

make sure the bats are well-fed and well-hydrated while they are sick.  
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Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
Why did you keep the bullfrog if you thought it would die? (Cassidy)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Because we also knew there was a chance -- even if small -- that he could make it and be 

released -- and that's always worth a try!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
Were you guys really grossed out by the frog? (joey.b)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Nope! Aside from the fact that the wounds were pretty bad, Dr. Miranda and Julia were pretty 

excited to get to work on that guy -- they like frogs!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
And ... from what I understand .. .the frog tried to bite Dr. Miranda the other day!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
What exactly is white nose syndrome? (Jessica H)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
It's a fungus -- and because certain types of bats roost together in one huge group in the winter-

time, they can easily spread it to one another.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
Why were the box turtles entered into your care?mike  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Most of them were hit by cars -- we also had a few dog attacks and other unknown injuries -- but 

hit by car is definitely the main reason why turtles are admitted.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
How big are the Eastern Box turtles? (Andrea)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
They really vary in size! We have a few that are younger -- you can tell they're not completely 

full grown yet (so maybe as young as three or four years old ... on up). The big ones are 

maybe 8 or so inches long?  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
How do the Bald eagles like the tower (Elise)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Oh, they seem to like it! I think we just gave them a lot more to check out and think about ...  
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Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
How did you guys save the frog? Did he just need a safe place to heal? (Jaclyn T)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
The vets had to do surgery right away -- make sure his wound was clean, and then had to sew 

him back up!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
Will there be another raptor tower and do the eagles seem prefer the raptor tower? (Riddhi)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
No plans to build a second one, I think one will be fine for now -- I'm not sure if these two birds 

prefer it, since they haven't seen anything else yet, but I think it's a good system for them!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
How can you tell if the American bulb frog is a boy or a girl? (Megan)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
You can actually tell by their eardrums -- female generally have larger ones. But this guy is a 

juvenile ... not full grown. So I'm not quite sure if that's an accurate assessment yet!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
How long will the bald eagles be in the raptor tower? (Brianna G)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Well ... you'll have to take our poll and guess! They may start exploring the bigger pen today ... 

or they may just hang out there!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
Why did the cat try to hurt the bull frog (Sabrina)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Cats definitely still have that "prey drive" -- those of you who have cats and play with them 

probably have seen that (You know ... probably same reason why they like to pounce on 

your hand if you stick it under a blanket and move it around). That's why we really 

encourage people to keep cats indoors though ... less things to prey upon and hurt when 

they are inside!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
How bad is the case of the White Nose Syndrome on the bats? (Andrea)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Well, the fungus can hurt their wing membranes too -- and the membranes will grow back 

sometimes, but it takes a long time. One of our bats looks better than the other -- the other 

still is missing a bit of its wing.  
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Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
Are the eagles in the raptor tower releasable? (Melanie)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Yes! Hopefully we'll be releasing them sometime this summer.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
How do the turtles celebrate Turtle Day? (Elise)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Well ... Wednesdays are soaking days here, so that means all healthy turtles get to sit in a tub of 

water in the sunshine. So I guess that's like going to the spa.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
How many levels are in the raptor tower? (Megan)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
I guess in A3 there are two levels -- the raptor tower is the upper level, and the main flight area 

of A3 is the lower level.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
Has anyone ever gotten injured by an animal at the center? (Kelly)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Yes, injuries do happen from time to time -- though fortunately, nothing really serious. Usually 

when injuries happen it means someone wasn't wearing the correct safety equipment or 

wasn't restraining an animal appropriately...  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
How young are the new bears (Sabrina)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
The cub -- the newest bear -- is probably about 4 months old.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
How do you celebrate world turtle day at the center? (Cassidy)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Well ... no spa day for us. Maybe I can convince Dr. Adam to make us a turtle cake on his day 

off. What do you think?  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
What got you started with the wildlife center? (joey.b)  
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
I did an internship here when I was in college. That was quite a while ago now!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
How many turtles are there? Are there any besides the Eastern Box Turtle?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
We do have some snapping turtles and painted turtles too -- but mostly the box turtles!!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
How are the box turtles? (Megan)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Most of them are just about ready to be released -- but we do have some new admits too, from 

this year ... and they are starting to heal!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
Will Papa G'ho be the great horned owl chick's role model? (Andrea)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Yes -- he's still with the chick -- I hope we get that cam fixed soon!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
Our class wishes the bell weren't getting ready to ring since there was a LONG line up to type a 

question on the computer to you. It sure has helped to have 2 computers up and running 

for the blog....something I'll start right off the bat with next fall, so get ready!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
Thanks for another great session and as always, "how many on the blog and where are they 

from?"  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Wow! That was quick ... and yes, you guys are fast!! Thanks everyone ... have a good day!!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
Bell's getting ready to ring, so we'll see you on the blog next Tuesday with my period 3 class. 

Today's class was period 5  

 

Congowings: 

Good bye Mrs. Harris and students - hope you have a good day! Great questions! I'm in the 

Hampton Roads area myself. 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
1446 people in class this morning!  

 


