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September 21, 2011 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Good Morning Amanda from Mrs. Harris's 5th period science class in northern NJ! 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Good morning! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
We counted our 110 votes for our classroom critter and Papa G'Ho won! 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Oh how exciting! Papa G'Ho is a pretty cool bird. He's got such a funny story with his name 

change just earlier this year! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Our math teacher, Mr. P., now says, "Papa's in the House!" 

 

Comment from Mrs. Savage’s Class: 

Good morning from Mrs. Savage's class in northern NJ as well! 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Good morning! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
I guess these middle school teachers think of food as much as the students! 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Hopefully in a few weeks, but we really need to see how the wing does with a more exercise. 

The vets will probably evaluate on Monday at outdoor rounds -- and will be talking to the 

rehabbers a lot about how the bird is exercising. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Nice to see you Mrs. Savage! (across the building from us!) 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
How many degrees can a Great Horned owl turn its head? 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
They can go about 270 degrees around -- so pretty far! 

Cam in the Classroom: 
Mrs. Harris/ Mrs. Savage 

Copeland Middle School 

Lake Shore Drive, Rockaway, NJ 
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Comment from Mrs. Savage’s Class: 

We are enjoying watching the red-tailed hawk! 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Oh good! I think he's been a good addition to the cam (or she ... not sure). He likes this close 

perch, which is nice for cam viewers! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Are Great Horned owls a popular critter to adopt? (Kevn C) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Well, they aren't as popular as Buddy the eagle ... but they do okay. Papa G"HO was sometimes 

a good mother's day present ... back when we thought he was a "she"! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
How old is Papa G'Ho? (Sabrina) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We don't know for sure, but he came to us in 2001 -- so he's got to be at least 11, knowing that he 

didn't come in as a baby. But he could be a bit older as well. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Why didn't you know Papa G'Ho was not a mama in the begiining?! (Jesse) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Well, we thought Papa was actually a girl -- and so we called her Mama G'Ho -- because he is 

SO big! Usually the females are larger than the males -- and we figured that any big great 

horned owl like that surely must be a female! It wasn't until this year that we did DNA 

testing because we had a volunteer do that for us for free -- and we found out we were 

wrong! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Savage’s Class: 

What kinds of foods does the owl eat? 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Papa eats dead mice or rats. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Does the Red Tailed Hawk notice the camera there? (Zak) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I don't think so ... maybe the little red light, but they don't seem to pay too much attention to it. 

At least this hawk doesn't seem to use it as a perch like the Broad-winged Hawks did! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  

How many owlettes has Papa G'Ho helped raise? (Andrea) 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
That's a great question. If I had to guess, I'd say maybe about 20? Probably about 2 a year? 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
How many Great Horned Owls are at the center? (Elise) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Well, we have Papa ... and Quinn is our education owl ... and we have another owl that we're 

working with that we hope will be a good education owl ... and I think we have 2 great 

horned owl patients at the moment. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
We have a Red Tailed Hawk question! Why does the hawk's body move on the perch and not its 

head? (Joey) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Well, he's on a swinging perch, so his body moves with the perch -- but since they have those 

flexible necks with so many vertebrae, they can keep their head still and focused on 

whatever it is their looking at. Better to avoid danger that way! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
We have MANY Black bears here in NJ so the students are seeing a lot of them waiting for the 

bus in the morning. Do you often get bears at the center? (Kevin P) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We do sometimes get them in here -- I think our average is maybe 5-9 each year, but it seems 

like we haven't gotten many in at all this year -- if any? 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
What food do you feed your bear patients? (Kevin P) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We do a big mix of fruits and veggies and seeds and nuts and insects ... and then we do mix in 

some dog food as well to add some protein. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Why was Jaz the Crow the favorite animal of one of the summer students? (Kevin P) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Jaz is very personable and friendly -- well, at least to the boys! She makes a lot of different 

sounds and recognizes different people -- and we don't normally get that sort of reaction 

from our wild patients here -- so it's kind of nice (if she likes you!) 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Do the bears have water in their pen so they can learn how to fish? (Riddhi) 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
The bears do have water but we don't put fish in the water -- just so we can keep things easier to 

clean. The bear pen is a special facility that mainly holds injured bears -- so they already 

know how to get fish and other critters out of the water -- and since we have to set up the 

pen so that we can clean it (drain the water at least) without going IN there with the bears 

... the fish would probably just make things a little gross. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
How can you tell what kind of hawk you are looking at if you are watching from the ground? 

(Brianna) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I have a hard time with that! You can tell by the way they hold their wings and how big they are 

-- there are birders out there who are really good at doing that with birds flying overhead. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
How many people do you have that take care of all these animals? (Sabrina) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Well, we have about 6 people on our vet staff -- and several interns (those who are here from 6-

12 months) and then some summer preceptorship students too ... and our awesome 

volunteers! It does take a lot of people do get it all done. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Where do you get all the food (mice) to feed all the patients? (Joey) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We are VERY fortunate to get it donated from a couple different places. Just this week, we have 

someone driving 2 1/2 hours to a facility that will give us the dead mice and rats ... so its' 

a big drive, but we're going to get a lot of food. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
How many different species of animals do you have at the center? (Jesse) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I think we've treated more than 200 different species ... I'm not quite sure how many different 

species we have right at this moment in the hospital. We have about 160 patients, but 

many of them (about 50, I think) are squirrels. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
What was the most serious trauma the center has had to treat? (Brianna) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Well, we do see a lot of serious trauma cases at the Center, since we are a hospital -- like an 

emergency room, really. We see some pretty badly broken bones from animals being hit 

by cars ... head trauma ... soft tissue injuries. They can all be pretty bad sometimes. 
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Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
What is the "coolest" animal ever admitted to the center? (Zak) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Oh, coolest ... that's tough! I think hog-nosed snakes are pretty cool ... alligators are some of the 

more unusual ones (because they don't live in Virginia) and minks and weasels are pretty 

cool too and are patients that we dont see a lot! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
How many animals can the center hold at one time? (Sabrina) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
That's a good question! In our busiest time this year, I think we had about 250 patients in house. 

Of course, we can always find room for more, particularly with the little patients or 

young ones! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
What is the difference between roosting and perching? (Elise) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
My interpretation is that perching is like what this hawk is doing now -- perching, looking 

around, keeping an eye out -- and roosting is more of that restful/sleeping period. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Will a bears eat hawks or will the hawks attack it? (Joey) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I think they'd pretty much stay out of each other's way -- unless one was really irritating the other 

one, or threatening young! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
One of our students, Emily, opened the front door of her house Saturday to see a Large hawk on 

the neighbor's lawn. She snapped a photo for our class to see. How neat that this site is 

having such an impact on my students! 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Wow that's great -- and she must be handy with the camera too! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Our bell is getting ready to ring, so we must say goodbye :( Many THANKS for allowing us to 

spend time with you this morning!!!! We hope you have a great day! 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Thank you guys for joining us this morning and congrats on deciding on Papa G'Ho! 


