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October 21, 2011 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Good morning, everyone!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Good Morning Amanda! We are so sad to hear that "Little Bear" died yesterday. How is the 2nd 

bear cub today?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Good morning! Yes, we were very sad by that as well.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
If the prognosis of the bear cubs was "good", why do you think it died? (Stephanie)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Good question. Honestly, that probably illustrates the difference between the vets. What's "good" 

to one vet may be "fair" to another. Dr. Dave gave me that prognosis, and based off of 

what he saw, he thought they'd both be fine. Dr. Miranda may have given me a different 

prognosis, she tends to be more cautious.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Can bears have diabetes? (Daneila)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Wow. Good thing I share and office with Dr. Adam. I'm sure not sure, but he says that many 

types of animals can get diabetes, so he'd guess yes.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Can bear cubs die of "Fright"? (Nick Z)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Not necessarily "fright" ... but they can get very stressed out, and I'm sure that doesn't help them 

if they are already having some other problems.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
What are you feeding the bear cub? (Nicole)  
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
We feed a mix of fruits, veggies, insects, nuts (lots of acorns) and a bit of dog food to give them 

some more filling stuff ...  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Will you make a "den" for it this winter? (Philip)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Yes, the enclosure that the bear is in now does have a built in den -- a smaller, darker area where 

he can go to sleep.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Do bears imprint on humans? (Jessica J)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Well, "imprinting" is a tricky term ... typically when we say imprinting, we usually mean the 

type of imprinting process that birds go through -- where they are learning how to 

identify themselves/who they are. Mammals can definitely be tame -- so while the bear 

may not think it's a human, bears can definitely get very used to humans and if they aren't 

afraid of them, that's a bad thing. That's why we'll keep contact to a minimum with this 

little guy.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Will the bear cub know how to hibernate without its mother or brother? (Paige)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Yes, that should just be an instinctual thing -- as the temperatures drop and daylight shortens, the 

bear will cue into that and want to sleep more. Bears aren't "true" hibernators though -- 

they more just slow down during the winter and sleep a lot, but they'll wake up too and 

may eat a bit. And this cub came from the eastern part of VA, which is even warmer than 

we are here in the mountains.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Will the 2nd bear cub die? (Jared)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
I sure hope not.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Does the bear cub know his mother and brother are missing? (Nicole)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
I'm sure he realizes things are quite different now -- and yes, he was probably used to at least 

having his brother around to play with.  
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Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
What happened to the father? (Kiany)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Dad bears tend not to play a huge role in the cub's lives -- moms do all the work!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Do bears mate for life? (Emily)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
No, I think they change it up!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Cold a baby bear die from loneliness? (Kiany)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
I'm not sure. I hope not.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
We also have some Great Horned Owl questions too!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
We've been reading about the GHO in the flight pen and its initial prognosis was "guarded". 

What does guarded mean? (Noah)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Ah, back to the spectrum of prognoses! We usually go from excellent, good, fair, guarded, poor. 

If it weren't for the unknown mass in this GHOW, I think he'd be an "excellent" since he's 

flying so well and is bright and alert and active. But the vets do want to figure out what 

that mass is -- it could be something that is treatable, or something that we don't have to 

do anything at all with! But Dr. Miranda is being cautious.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Is the owl's prognosis still "guarded"? (Jared)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Ah, I kind of answered that in my last answer ... it really just depends on the scoping and what 

that mass it. Otherwise he looks great! No weird blood work either, I don’t think, so that's 

good!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
What food do you feed an owl when it is "tube fed"? (Nick W)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
We use a special "carnivore care" diet that is formulated for the meat eaters -- it comes in a 

powder and we mix it with water to make a liquid diet.  
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Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
How did the owl become anemic before it was admitted? (Nate)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
It's hard to say. Anemia can be caused by a few things -- blood loss, for one, but this owl didn't 

have anything like that that would explain the anemia ... sometimes when they're down 

and out and not eating, that takes a toll on their bodies.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Is the owl eating anything other than mice? (Jacob)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Yes, he regularly gets 1/2 rats I believe, and sometimes mice if that's what we have more of on 

the "menu".  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Is there still a "mass" between its heart and its stomach? (Aiden)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Yes. It hasn't changed on radiographs, so we're just waiting for the scope!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
What's a biopsy? (Jared)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
We'll be able to take a small sample of the mass and can look at it under the microscope and will 

also probably send little samples out to other labs. Then we'll be able to look for certain 

cells that may tell us what the mass is.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Approximately when will the GHO be released? (Allan)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
I guess it really depends on when we get our scope, when we're trained on the scope, and then 

what we find. If we get in there and see it's something that we don't need to treat or 

anything, then hopefully he'll be released soon after he recovers!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Does the GHO have a mate? (Kiany)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
He may have had one, but we're not really in GHOW nesting season -- so hopefully we can get 

him out before we get to that point!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
How would an owl get scars on its eyes? (Nate)  
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Usually from some sort of impact -- if he ran into something or was hit by a car or something 

like that. They could be old scars too, so that could've happened a while ago!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Can we ask you some "exotic" animal questions? We've heard about the animals in Ohio  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
What makes an animal "exotic"? (Parker)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Well, I guess it depends on who's defining the word ... in many vet practices, anything that isn't a 

cat or a dog is an exotic.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
What are some examples of exotic animals? (Allan)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Well, for the animals that can be pets, things like domestic rabbits could be considered exotics 

(though probably some vets wouldn't say that) ... parrots, things like that. There are many 

other "exotic" animals - ones that don't come from around here that you can't have as pets 

in many states too -- so monkeys, lions, tigers, etc. Those animals aren't native to the U.S.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Can people keep exotic pets in Virginia? (Ryan)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
People can have pets like rabbits, parrots, turtles, tortoises, things like that ... but no, not allowed 

to have lions, bears, monkeys, tigers, etc. Thank goodness!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
WoW!! We're using the microscopes for the first time this week! And, we're starting to study 

cells today!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Nice!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
If one of the escaped exotic animals from Ohio was injured and made its way to Virginia, would 

you accept it as a patient, even if it's exotic? (Monica)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
No, we wouldn't be able to take it in to treat -- but we'd call someone else who was. We only 

admit native wildlife here.  
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Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Is it expensive to take care of exotic animals? (Ryan)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Again, probably depends on your exotic animal. I bet a tiger would be really expensive, since I 

imagine they eat a LOT of food ... and you'd have to pay a special vet to take care of it. 

But an animal like a rabbit would probably be much cheaper, and many vet practices will 

treat rabbits just like they do dogs and cats (and of course I'm talking about domestic 

rabbits, not wild eastern cottontails)  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Why did that man in Ohio let all those animals go? (Nick W)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Some things we may never really know/understand.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Mrs. Doherty, our 2nd teacher, said her rabbit was called "exotic" by the vet!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Yup, there you go!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
How many exotic animals did he have and where would you get them? (Kiany)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
I don't know what the total count was ... and in some states, you can easily get these types of 

animals, even to just have as pets.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
We enjoyed our time with you on the blog this morning! We're still waiting to see the GHO this 

morning! He seems to be hiding from us!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Thank you guys -- some tough questions! Yes, I can just see the side of the GHOW ... hopefully 

he'll come out and sit on the cam perch like he did yesterday!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Time for us to go :( Our bell will be ringing any minute!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Have a good day!  

 

 

 

 



Classroom: Copeland Middle School 7 10/21/2011 

Comment: 
For Mrs. Harriss class: I read an article today that said it costs between $17,000 and $25,000 per 

year to care for an animal like a lion and that the man from Ohio who let those animals 

loose was deeply in debt.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
That's pretty expensive!  

 

Comment: 
Whoa Amanda. These kids are smart. Such good questions they ask. Keep you on your toes don't 

they? Maybe you should lock the door so Dr. Adam doesn't escape while you are chatting 

with them!!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
That sounds like a good idea to me!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
THANK YOU for spending your morning with us!  

 

Comment: 
Great questions class! I learned a lot  

 

Comment: 
Thank you, Mrs. Harris’s class! Wonderful questions.  

 

Comment: 
Love these kids and their questions!!  

 

Comment: 
Great class the kids asked some great questions.  

 

Comment: 
First class I’ve been able to monitor -- very cool, Amanda -- they seem very smart -- don't think i 

would have had those questions at that age -- different world, though -- who knows  

 

Ed Clark, WCV: 

People of Critter Nation.... this kind of program is the sort of new "outreach" that Amanda and 

her team are able to do, now that we have the web-cam and the discussion "room"... We 

are able to reach children--or all ages--all at once, without having to travel, use gasoline, 

or spend a lot of time getting there. This is a direct result of our new capabilities, and our 

new direction. In the coming months, we will be adding new capabilities, improving our 

website, and expanding our reach even further. It is a new day at WCV....at least where 

communication and education are concerned.... Great Job, Amanda!!  
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Comment: 
Wow! Mrs. Harris must have a lot of energy for those students!! What great questions!! Bet 

they're like that a lot of the time... thanks Amanda and Dr. Adam for your interaction 

with them... fun to read!!! Great kids, Mrs H!!  

 

Comment: 
I might think of going back to grade school! That's a fun way to learn!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Thanks! They asked some pretty tough questions this morning ...  

 

Comment: 
This is an awesome program!! WTG WCV.. And all class room across the nation..  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
My students want to know if you'll get a promotion now that Mr. Clarke was observing you!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Ha!  

 

Comment: 
Hi Amanda, do we know how it works in her class? Do they pass the keyboard or does Mrs. H 

do all the typing and spelling for them, or what?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
I believe Mrs. Harris does the typing ...  

 

Comment: 
Ed or Amanda--will you eventually add capability to use Skype so that you can see the classes 

and they can see you?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Yes, or something like that. I actually did a Skype session earlier in the season with a class -- it 

worked well, probably some little techy things to work out, but I do think we'll be able to 

do that or something similar in the future.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
We write the questions up just before we get on the blog and I type my heart out!  

 

Comment: 
Talk about outreach! Wonderful experience for them and us. Last year you could spend a half 

day and reach 50 or 100 students. Today without leaving your office you can educate 

thousands. By the way, we know you don't name animals that might be released. But Izzy 

and I were chatting and came up with a great name for this one... Edwhooo . Just sayin'  
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Ed Clark, WCV: 

One thing I learned very quickly, both when I was a classroom teacher myself, then for the 

twenty-some years I did school programs for WCV, is that kids have very sophisticated 

minds and understand a lot more than we may think.... It is really a privilege AND a 

responsibility to work with them. Teachers, like Mrs. Harris, and our friend Lynda in AZ 

don't get nearly the credit they deserve for building the next generation! Great job, all....  

 

Comment: 
Well done Mrs. Harris. Thanks for what you do.  

 

Comment: 
They don't get enough money either!  

 

Comment: 
Sounds to me as if some of the students are on their way to vet school. I'm really impressed. 

With you too MVK (and Dr. Adam)  

 

Comment: 
GM Amanda...good questions from that Mrs. Harris’s class....I bet you really enjoy the chats 

with them. Have a great day♥  

 

Comment: 
I love that this kind of thing can happen -- my daughter teaches in the Poconos, however, and I 

don't think the school system there has the capability -- or the resources -- I could be 

wrong, but I know she wants something called a "smartboard" and can't get it -- need 

money for education -- in schools other than "high end" -- just a thought  

 

Comment: 
I've actually mentioned this site to a few teachers in my area. You can see that some teachers 

don't get it, but the really talented and innovative ones immediately start thinking of ways 

to use it in their classes... These are the best... using everything they can to mold young 

minds.  

 

Comment: 
My hat is off to WCV..your support of education and outreach will have a lasting impact on 

these children in a positive way. The mother eagle's legacy will pay forward 

exponentially, along with the good work of the Wildlife Center of Virginia. You guys 

deserve A+++++ from all of us who benefit from your services!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
We're pretty excited about all the new things that the Critter Cam is doing for us ... lots of 

opportunities to explore! I'm sure this winter, once we're post-benefit and post-

conference, we'll really be moving forward with a lot in this realm.  

 

Comment: 
Thanks Mrs. Harris (and Lynda from AZ too!) for all of your work.  


