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Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club: 
Iva wants to know about a snake she saw over the weekend. If the eyes look like a cat's eye are 

they poisonous?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

Hello class!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

Well, I know that for the venomous VA snakes, they do have those cat-like pupils, rather than 

round ones -- so yes, that is one indicator. In other parts of the world that might not hold 

true, but for around these parts it's a helpful ID tip!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club: 
What is wrong with the goose that Dr. Dave has to go capture?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

The goose has an injured wing -- and has been out there for quite some time, so it's an old injury. 

If the goose's quality of life is good, then it will be placed at a sanctuary in NC.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club: 
Good Afternoon Amanda  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club: 
We just were watering out trees, all four have new buds on them!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

That's great! You guys have worked hard to plant those trees ...  

 

Comment: 
Will there be video of Dr. Dave netting the goose?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

Yes, that's the plan.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club: 
It was a lot of work. Mrs. Hill has been watering them twice a day for two weeks now. We get to 

slow down to once a day unless it rains now.  
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Comment: 
Hello Mrs. Hill's wildlife club! How did you like Chaytons pics with his yummy meal (in his 

bandages) I sent you?  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club: 
That should be fun to watch.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club: 
They were fun to see, we were wondering if there were any new ones?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

That isn't a new one, but it's a different that Lydia sent you. With all the duct tape around here, 

Chayton gets to change outfits a lot!  

 

 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

Today his duct tape is just blue/green, I think ... a simple day. Chayton has had foot issues in 

captivity ... with those birds who are used to flying a lot, it can be a tricky thing to 

manage when they are non-releasable and just stand around a lot more. Like bedsores in 

people.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club: 
How did his feet get injured in the beginning? What kind of duct tape does he have on?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

Whoops ... jeopardy...  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club: 
Natsuko thinks you should paint a turkey on his bandages in honor of Thanksgiving  
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

Oh my ... someone said they saw some Christmas duct tape -- not sure about Thanksgiving!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

Of course, I hope he won't be in ball bandages at Christmas ...  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club: 
How do they construct the ball bandages?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

They wrap Chayton's foot around a piece of gauze or other padding material -- trying to keep the 

foot itself in a more natural position. Then they'll wrap vet wrap around that, and then the 

protective duct tape.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club: 
We would like to thank whoever sent us the Calendar with all the wonderful information and the 

picture of Ed and Buddy. They were most kind  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

Glad you received a calendar!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club: 
We see the little cub, what happened to him?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

The little bear cub was hit by a car earlier this month. He had a front paw injury (right) and Dr. 

Dana thought that it looked like the ligament in his wrist was probably torn, or at least 

really banged up -- but he appears to be doing very well now!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club: 
We got the new picture of Buddy and Ed. Do you have any newer pictures of Buddy on his new 

camera?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

Why yes, I'm so glad you asked ... :)  

 

 
 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

Another tub shot ...  
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

And ...  

 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

I know these can't really be enlarged (due to the way I'm getting a screen cap -- not really a 

screencap the real way) -- but do you guys know what this is called? When raptors stretch 

the wing and leg on the same side of their body at the same time?  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club: 
How often does he take a bath?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

Oh probably daily on the warmer (or even not so warm) days! He seems to enjoy his tub.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club: 
We don't, but my parrots do it all the time. Isaac suggested yoga for birds  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

Ha, that works ... anyone in Critter Nation know? Stretching the wing and leg on the same side of 

their body at the same time?  

 

Comment: 
Stretching?  

 

Comment: 
Yoga for birds. Good one Isaac.  

 

Comment: 
Stretching???  

 

Comment: 
We used to know....drat.  

 

Comment: 
mantling  
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

Yes! Guest is correct!  

 

Comment: 
Oh I thought mantling was spreading their wings over their food..  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

It is!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club: 
I knew mantling was when they protected their food from another bird by covering it with their 

wings but didn't know that that type of stretching was called that as well  

 

Comment: 
Ok learned something else new today...I thought that was when they were protecting their 

food...thanks for the info  

 

Comment: 
Hmmm I thought mantling was spreading both wings over food to protect it from other 

scavengers!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

I tease Dr. Dave about that ... why couldn't falconers come up with different words for different 

actions ... so many of their words they just re-use to mean something else.  

 

Comment: 
Yay Guest So they mantle over food and mantle to stretch--two different meanings to same 

word?  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club: 
We want to know how this came to be called Critter Nation. I will try to explain and we will 

watch some early videos later, but the kids are interested on why we call ourselves this 

now.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

Hmmm ... well, it all started with the eagles in 2011 ... and I think Ed would greet people every 

morning when he got on in that way -- referring to them as eagle nation. But after the 

eagles left ... and everyone was introduced to hawks ... and owls ... and bears ... and 

everyone's interests expanded a bit .. .it didn't seem right to keep saying "eagle nation"!  

 

Comment: 
Because it's not just about eagles. (=  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club: 
How is the saw whet owl? He is adorable!  
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

Doing well! He's feisty ... after a couple more days of cage rest, I think he'll be moving to a 

larger enclosure.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club: 
Is he the smallest owl?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

Yes, he's definitely the smallest owl we have here right now! And saw-whets are the smallest 

owls in Virginia.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

For comparison, this owl is just 81 grams. Pignoli is 220 grams ... um ... he's a little overweight 

though.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club: 
So they are likely the smallest in North Carolina too, we will have to look that up.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club: 
We have two red Tailed Hawks here on campus that buzzed us two weeks ago when we were 

digging holes for the trees. It scared my 7
th

 graders. We think we were interrupting their 

hunting area  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

Yes, that could definitely be an intimidating thing!  

 

Comment: 
And, I think we started to call oursleves Critter Nation here...it is about ALL wildlife :) Citter 

Cam, Critter Corner, Critter Nation :)  

Comment: 
The smallest owl—weighing as little as 31 grams (1 oz) and measuring some 13.5 centimetres (5 

in)—is the Elf Owl  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

And where are those found, GN?  

 

Comment: 
GN saw them when he lived in New Mexico. So I'll say New Mexico.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club: 
We have to go for now. Can you repost the picture of Dr. Dave and the Goose Catcher?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

Bye, class! Thanks for tuning in this afternoon!  
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Comment: 
SW US and Mexico?  

 

Comment: 
They like hanging out in cacti.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

Look, you could be a moderator.  

 

Comment: 
Sends shivers up GN's spine! LOL!  

 

Comment: 
WatchList Search Bird Conservation > Audubon WatchList > View WatchList > Elf Owl Status: 

Population size: 190,000 Photo by Arizona Game & Fish. Elf Owl (Micrathene whitneyi) 

A tiny, sparrow-sized owl, the Elf Owl is a resident of deserts, dry shublands, riparian 

woodlands, and open pine-oak forests in Mexico and southern Arizona, California, New 

Mexico, and Texas. Its calls are a characteristic nighttime sound of the desert southwest. 

The species has suffered from loss and degradation of habitat, much of which has been 

converted to agriculture, and in some parts of its U.S. range it has become quite rare  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

I wonder if Mrs. Matheson's class sees any of those guys.  

 

Comment: 
CALEB: re: GN, sends shivers of EN/CN's spines  

 

Comment: 
GN--I think maybe your Goose is cooked. lol  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club: 
Thank you Critter nation for joining us today! We had a good time asking questions and learning 

about Chayton  
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Chayton - Peregrine Falcon  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

Thank you guys! See you next time.  

 

Comment: 
Hi Amanda, CN and (MHWC). I guess Buddy has figured out that the duck decoy in his pond is 

not a food item. Did he ever take an interest in the duck when if was first placed in there?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

I don't think he ever really did much with it!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

We have borrowed it though to be a friend for patient ducks!  

 

Comment: 
Do you know what day the hawk will be released yet?  

 

Comment: 
RTHA #12-2472 I hope he has safe travels when he is released this week.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

We are just planning that now, actually! Stay tuned for the announcement/update ... and another 

announcement ... and the Red-tailed Hawk release will be open to the public!  
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Comment: 
Elf Owls are found in southwest USA to Central Mexico and Baja CA Diet consists of moths, 

crickets and other bugs. They about the size of a sparrow and when threatened will play 

'possum'  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

Fun!  

 

Comment: 
Hello Mrs. Hill's Wildlife Cub and Ms. Amanda. While I was out today my neighbors told me 

that I had a visitor on my house and in the yard.. A Barred Owl, of course I am 

disappointed that my 'coffee' break came in the process! Neighbors did get a photo and 

thanks to WCV I was able to tell them what kind it was..:)  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club: 
We don't need a release around here, in the spring we have 4 or 5 around campus and always 

have two  

 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

Yes, sounds like you guys are all set with your Red-tailed Hawks!  

 

Comment: 
Chayton is so beautiful!!! I hate that he has such foot problems!!!!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

Me too.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club: 
They keep the rat and mouse population down!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

Always a good thing!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club: 
The kids are looking forward to seeing the goose catcher in action...on the goose of course 

GN...:)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

It is definitely a nifty tool! We had too much fun watching Dr. Dave play with it this afternoon. 

The goose chase is on for tomorrow -- 1:00 p.m.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club: 
Definitely since we just got a new addition and the mouse have found a way in!  
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Comment: 
Who was he practicing on ?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

A stuffed goose. :)  

 

Comment: 
Hooray!! Will the goose be brought straight to WCV to get checked over?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

Yes, I'm sure Dr. Dave will get a good idea of how things seem in the field -- but we'll bring it 

back here for a check.  

 

Comment: 
Who is going with Dr. Dave when the time comes make sure they take pics hope it’s a success  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

I think some students are headed out with him to take part in the adventure and take photos ...  

 

Comment: 
So, Mantling is kind of "posing"?  

 

Comment: 
My cockatiel does this, too, but I thought it meant that they were comfortable with their 

surroundings.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

It is stretching -- but mantling is just the falconry term for it. And yes, I think (raptors, anyway) 

do this more when they are comfortable. If they're on "high alert" , they pretty much just 

stand there and don't do any relaxed behaviors.  

 

Comment: 
I hope they have good luck catching the goose so he can be fixed!!!!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club: 
In the spring, our softball and baseball teams get buzzed often too...those must be good hunting 

grounds as well as near the walking bridge where we planted the trees, they even greeted 

us with a scream!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club: 
mouse..and I am an English teacher...mice...LOL  

 

Comment: 
I can just see the practice session LOL  
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Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club: 
An adventure it will be I am sure!  

 

Comment: 
Bear cub just reminded me of the eagles "shooting out over the side" of the nest--he pooped over 

the side of the sink cabinet.  

 

Comment: 
Oh, Cubbie got up on the sink!! So adorable. Is there water in the sink??  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

Yes, there is water in the sink.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club: 
My two conures do it when I am holding them...they love to sit on a finger and stretch and preen  

 

Comment: 
Hi Amanda!! Just stopped in and see our little cubbie is up on the wash stand again!! :o) I always 

miss to see how he gets up there!!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

Ha -- I missed it too! Was watching him roll around in the sunshine earlier, but I missed the big 

climb!  

 

Comment: 
Hi, Speaking of goose, how was your potluck today?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

Oooh, very good. Nice turnout. Lots of food. Dr. Rich looked SO happy.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

And then to cap it off with STAC entertainment ...  

 

Comment: 
and he has to drink the water with poo in it EWWW yikes LOL  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

No, the sink was cleaned out -- it's a bit mucky but I think that's probably from him sticking his 

feet in!!  

 

Comment: 
Does the STAC make any noise ~~ like a WHOOSH or a giant sucking noise ??? Am asking for 

GN  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

It does kind of make a sucking noise, I think ... I'll have to watch the video clips again!  
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Comment: 
Been watching the cub up there ... he crawled up the narrow stick leaning on the side (or a wall)!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club: 
Happy Thanksgiving to all of you. I am off to locate 11X17 white construction paper and make 

potato soup for dinner! I have been up since 4am and getting tired today already!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  

Thanks for the session!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Hill’s Wildlife Club: 
Thank You Amanda and all of Critter Nation! The kids would do this every time we met if I 

would allow!  

 


