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November 17, 2011 

 

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s Class: 
Hello Miss Amanda, we're ready!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Hello Mrs. Matheson's class!  

 

Comment: 
Yeah, time for Mrs. Matheson's class. I am definitely not smarter than a fifth grader.  

 

Comment: 
It figures, Mrs. Matheson's class is getting ready to start and the hawk is hiding!  

 

Comment: 
Ready to listen and learn with the kiddos. No, I am not smarter than a fifth grader.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s Class: 
Okay, I think we've got it! Just to let everyone know, I have three laptops going, with 5 students 

sitting in groups. We're giving this a try.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Oh good! Glad we straightened that out.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s Class: 
We have many questions and two new students who have never done a "cam in the classroom" 

session  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Oh good! Fire away ... I'll have to scoot out of here right at 5:00 so I can go do an interview 

(yikes) in Staunton.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Hmmm, must still be having issues. Can other folks see me? Is the chat working okay for others?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
In the meantime ...  

 

 

Cam in the Classroom: 
Mrs. Matheson 

Desert Valley Elementary 

Bullhead City, Arizona  
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Oh good, I see most others can see me. I hope I did just clog up the chat by posting a photo ...  

 

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s Class: 
We might be having some issues with our sever - we'll give it a try. First, some questions about 

barred owls. Why do Misty's eyes look larger than Gus's? And why is her face wider than 

his? (Asia and Areli)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Well, some of that I'd think is just individual variation -- for the same reason that maybe one 

person is taller than another, or has a rounder face. Some of it is just the particular photo 

op on that day -- Gus can also have a "mad" face sometimes -- where he makes his face 

look a little thinner!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s Class: 
More owl questions: Do you think Gus is lonely without MIsty? How did Gus get his name? ( 

(Joan and Alex)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Honestly ... I don't think so! Gus and Misty tolerated each other, but they never seemed 

particularly close -- they often preferred different perches, so we never saw them hanging 

out together. I wasn't here when Gus arrived in 1994, so I actually have never heard how 

he got his name! I'll have to see if I can find out.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s Class: 
We're having to refresh often to get the comments to come up. Technology. . .  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s Class: 
Do you exercise Gus like the GHO and RTH? Do you know Gus's weight from when he first 

came to WCV? Do you know how long just his tail is? (Nadia,)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
No. In the past, I know we've very occasionally exercised some of our flighted or almost-flighted 

education raptors if they were very overweight, but most of the time, their issues/injuries 

prevent us from exercising them. For example, for birds like Misty (ones with eye 

injuries) -- we don't want to exercise them in case they bump into walls or perches. 

Moving them to a different pen could be stressful. Even though Gus is healthy -- and his 

behavioral issues don't prevent him from flying -- it can be kind of stressful to be chased 

around a pen -- and we want the birds to know to come TO us (or at least sit still) if we 

are getting ready to take them out on a program. Gus already flies around a little bit when 

he gets ready for a program (bad habit of his), and his enclosure is big enough to fly 

around in -- so I do think he gets plenty of exercise on his own!  
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Gus was 400 grams when he first arrived at the Center as a young owl. I don't know any photos 

from those days!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
And sadly, I do not know how long his tail is ... I haven't measured (it might make him put on his 

"mad" face!) I was going to see if we had another barred owl tail feather around to 

measure, but ran out of time this afternoon!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s Class: 
Gee, a challenge question for you!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
You guys in the classroom always have the most challenging questions ...  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s Class: 
We noticed when doing our bar and line graphs that Misty and Gus's weights varied alot. Why 

do they change so much?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
In general or from each other? Misty's weights were heavier than Gus's -- which fits with our 

"educated guess" that she is a female and Gus is a male. We don't know this for sure ... 

but since females are bigger (heavier) than males ... it fits. Female barred owls are usually 

1.3 to 1.4 times heavier than males (hey ... a good math lesson, maybe!) 

 

Their weights in general do fluctuate depending on the time of year (heavier in the winter) or 

even time of day ... kinda like people, you can have some small variations day to day -- 

depending on when you ate and how much you ate!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s Class: 
We noticed that Gus did try to fly away at the gala. Why was Gus chosen to be an ambassador at 

the gala? How did you choose the other ambassadors to attend?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We like to change it up a little each year so that our regular benefit guests can see some of our 

different birds -- so we try to get different species there. In this case, we did an owl, a 

hawk, and a falcon -- and despite the attempt to fly, Gus is a bit better behaved than some 

of our other large owls. Grayson (the hawk) was a first-time benefit attendee -- he's so 

well behaved, we knew he had to come!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s Class: 
We have some questions about GHO? We learned that GHO eat herons - would Papa GHO eat 

one? Would he also eat a skunk?  
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Yes. Great Horned Owls do eat herons sometimes. I think they tend to eat more mammals than 

birds, but a heron would be a good meal for them ... and yes, I think Papa is tough enough 

to take one!! And definitely a skunk as well -- those are something that we know many of 

our Great Horned Owl patients eat ... when the hospital smells like skunk, it doesn't mean 

a skunk came in ... it usually means there's a new Great Horned Owl in house. Since both 

skunks and owls are nocturnal, and a Great Horned Owl is big enough to take a skunk ... 

and birds don't really have a sense of smell ... it makes sense! And yes, I think Papa G 

could also easily take a skunk too. :)  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s Class: 
How do owls fly silently? and one that is really has gotten some discussion - we read on the 

paperwork that barred owls will go into knee- deep water - so do owls have knees?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Whew. For the silently answer -- I think there's probably a really long, technical answer for this 

... but the short version would be that it's all about the feathers. Owls have feathering 

down to the tips of their toes, which helps with this ... but their wing feathers are also 

specially built to keep them silent. We do an example in some of our programs where we 

take an eagle feather and flap it -- and you can hear the air rushing through. If you take an 

owl feather and do the same, it's silent!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
As for the knees -- yes! You don't readily see them, as they're higher up on their legs ... but 

raptors do have knees.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
And hang on just a second ...  

 

 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Firstly, that's a radiograph of Gus! Secondly ... well, you can see where his knees are.  

 

 

 

http://www.coveritlive.com/
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Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s Class: 
I have a student that is diabetic, so we have some questions about the bear cub. How are you 

treating the hypoglycemia? How will it affect him when he is released?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
When we examined the bear cub, we took a blood sample and used a glucometer to get a reading 

-- it's the same sort of glucometer than humans use! The results from that were what told 

us the bear was hypoglycemic -- probably from not eating that well recently (which 

makes sense, since both cubs were on the thin side). We treated with food once the bear 

woke up! He should be just fine. We'll do another blood test in early December, but we 

have no indications that he's not a nice, chubby, healthy bear.  

 

Comment: 
Amanda, the moment you put up the radiograph of Gus, RTH flew off the near perch like s/he 

was scared to death !!!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
He's attending class too I guess!!  

 

Comment: 
Wow tough questions today Amanda...very smart students!!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s Class: 
What amphibians do you get there? Have you ever gotten a call about an injured animal that just 

got released?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Typically American Toads are the most common amphibian we get. This year we did get a 

California Treefrog -- not native to VA, as you can guess with the name! That poor frog 

was translocated in a vase of flowers that was sent to a funeral home near here. We 

placed the frog at an educational facility.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
And as for the call about an injured animal ... nope, not that I recall. Thankfully!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s Class: 
Wow, Gus! Now the question, why are he laid out like that? (and the comment that he looks like 

a chicken)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Those radiographs were just a regular part of his annual physical exam. Just like many people go 

to the doctor's for a yearly check-up, so do our education animals. That involves getting 

some blood work done, and getting radiographs too. Those were from earlier this year. 

And now you can say you've seen Gus's knees!  
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Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s Class: 
What is the biggest bird you have there now?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
In general, eagles are the biggest birds we have here at the moment. Specifically ... Bald Eagle 

11-2393 is the biggest bird here right now -- On Monday, it weighed in at 4.56 kg!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
http://www.wildlifecenter.org/wp/2011/09/accomack-bald-eagle/  

 

Comment: 
They grow things big on the Eastern Shore, apparently! Good news on an eagle that came in thin 

and emaciated! :)  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s Class: 
Okay, a question about Buttercup (who I adopted for our Art teacher, Ms. Fellers). If vultures eat 

stinky dead stuff, do you feed her stinky dead stuff too?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Yup, stinky dead stuff. :) Since all of our education raptors get dead food anyway, it's not that far 

of a stretch -- but sometimes we give her the especially "well-seasoned" ones.  

 

Comment: 
Amanda, what are the especially well seasoned ones? Could you elaborate for all of us please?!!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
You know ... the ones that have been in the fridge for a couple of days ...  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s Class: 
It's getting close for us to wrap it up and go home. (I have conferences.) But we want to let you 

know that Miss Christie (she works here at Desert Valley) and she saw a GHO on the 

lightpost in the parking lot across the street from here last week. And I had another 

student who saw a burrowing owl. We also had a city worker who rescued an American 

Kestral.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Wow, you guys are seeing a lot of wildlife! Thanks so much for cam in the classroom today!  

 

Comment: 
I do hope Mrs. M's class has gotten or will get a 2012 Garden of Eagles calendar for the 

classroom . . . .  

 

Comment: 
Hello to Mrs. Matheson's class - we loved having you be at the Gala!  

 

http://www.wildlifecenter.org/wp/2011/09/accomack-bald-eagle/
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Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s Class: 
We would like to wish you (all of WCV) and Critter Nation a HAPPY THANKSGIVING!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Happy Thanksgiving!  

 

Comment: 
Happy Thanksgiving!!!!  

 

Comment: 
Same to all you in Mrs. Matheson's class!  

 

Comment: 
Happy Thanksgiving to Mrs. M's Class!  

 

Comment: 
Love the way that the hawk stayed so attentive durning class. He is one smart bird. Also those 

kids are so lucky to have Mrs. Matheson as their teacher. That is our future Ed's.  

 

Comment: 
To Mrs. Matheson’s class... I really enjoy the questions the kids come up with.  

 

Comment: 
Great class. I especially am happy to know about the knees. :)  

 

Comment: 
Happy Thanksgiving Mrs. Matheson’s class, love the classes questions.  

 

MVK:  

Happy Thanksgiving class - I got the quilt your teacher made - it is so warm and comfy. Take 

care all.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
How lucky is that?!  

 

Comment: 
Happy Thanksgiving Mrs. Matheson & kids  

 

Comment: 
How many are on the chat for Mrs. Matheson’s class?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
1158 people.  
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Comment: 
I think it was so cool how the hawk stayed up front for the class today. .  

 

Comment: 
Enjoyed the class, Thanks and Happy Thanksgiving to all!  

 

Comment: 
I didn't know they had knees either LOL was a fun class!!  

 

Comment: 
Happy Thanksgiving, Mrs. Matheson's class. Love it when you're hear asking questions. We all 

learn so much!  

 

Comment: 
Owls have knees!! Who knew???  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I wonder if Gus is embarrassed now ...  

 

Comment: 
Amanda knew LOL:)  

 

Comment: 
Happy Thanksgiving, Mrs. Matheson and Class!!!  

 

Comment: 
From your Canadian viewers. Happy Thanksgiving!  

 

Comment: 
Well, I learned a lot, hope the children did too.  

 

Comment: 
Nothing embarrasses Gus  

 

Comment: 
It is like Gus went through the machine at the airport....lol  

 

Comment: 
Yeah Gus looked pretty naked in that pic. Happy Thanksgiving class.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Well everyone, I'd better run as well! A fun cam in the classroom session. And stay tuned to the 

website in the next week ... I'm working on sharing some of Mrs. Matheson's students' 

work there ... some of their stories and such!  

 

 


