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October 15, 2012 

 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
Good Morning Amanda! We are eager to visit with you on the cam this morning. This is my 

period 3 class and it's their first time on the blog with you! Are you ready for some 

questions?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Good morning! Good to "see" you guys this morning! I am ready. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
How long is the Bald Eagle's feet  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Starting with the hard questions already, I see! Well, it really depends on the Bald Eagle in 

question -- and we don't really take those measurements on patients (since we just need to 

treat their injuries!). Bald eagle feet can be pretty big though -- definitely bigger than 

your (students!) hands!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
How do you imp a Broad- Winged Hawk's feathers? (Argie)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
For imping feather, the important thing to remember is that the shaft of a bird's feather is hollow. 

So, the bird that is getting imped needs to have a "stub" of a feather. The vets will trim 

that stub to the right length, and they'll make sure that the opening of the feather shaft is 

readily available.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Then they'll get the "donor" feather ready and will glue a bamboo stick into the hollow part of 

the "donor" feather.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
The other part of the bamboo stick will then be glued into the hollow shaft of the bird's feather.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
How much weight can a eagle carry (Wil)  
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
There seems to be a lot of different facts and figures on this, but I think a good general rule is 

about half of their own weight. So I guess a lot of the females can carry heavier food!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
When do the bald eagles get their white feathers (Connor)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
They start to gradually come in over the first four years of an eagle's life. By their 5th year, they 

have a completely white head and tail!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
How did the coopers hawk get it's name  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Hmm, that's a good question! I'm actually not sure. Anyone in Critter Nation know? I know they 

have a lot of "nicknames" -- including "chicken hawk".  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
Can a bald eagle see in the dark? (Ian)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Nope. Their eyes are built for the daytime, so they can't really see in the dark!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
What is he diet of the Broadwinged Hawk (Emily B.)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Broad-winged hawks are carnivores -- and they'll eat a variety of foods! Usually the main staple 

is a diet made of small rodents, but sometimes small birds or frogs or lizards too. During 

migration (this time of year) they eat a lot of insects -- they'll catch dragonflies as they 

are flying!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
When does a bald eagle get its white feathers? (jessica)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
They start to gradually come in over the first four years of an eagle's life. By their 5th year, they 

have a completely white head and tail! Buddy the eagle has a lot of white these days (he 

turned four in April) -- but still has some dark feathers mixed in. His beak hasn't 

completely changed yet either.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
Could a Bald Eagle lift something as heavy as a big dog with their talons?(Joey McMahon)  
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
A big dog? No, I don't think so. Since the bigger eagles around here usually weigh in at 4.5 kgs -

- so about 10 lbs -- I think they'd be somewhat limited to the 5 lb range ... give or take!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
How does the bald eagle see a fish in the water [joe]  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
They really have amazing eyesight. Their eyes allow them to see much much better than ours -- 

because it can be really tricky to see a fish in the water -- and Bald Eagles can do it from 

a couple hundred feet!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
That's why it's an important release criteria for eagles -- they really have to have good eyesight to 

be released. No blind spots.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
Why does it take 2-4 weeks for a broad-winged hawk to build one nest? {Ariana}  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
That seems like a long time, I guess, but I can't really imagine building a nest like some of these 

birds do! I guess they do have some other things do to during the day -- like hunting, for 

one. It takes time to get it just right, I imagine ... and I think they must just "fuss" with it 

for a bit too to get it just how they want it. That's what Junior seems to do!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
Where is the greatest population of Bald Eagles (Brianna)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I'm not sure of the current record-holder -- there certainly are a lot in Alaska and Canada -- in 

terms of the "lower 48" there are also a lot of breeding pairs in Minnesota.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
How do Broad-winged Hawk gets its name. (James)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I imagine it has something to do with the shape of their wings -- they are shorter and broader 

than many of the other types of hawks.  

 

Comment:  

For Mrs. Harris' class - Coopers Hawk was named after the naturalist William Cooper, one of the 

founders of the New York Lyceum of Natural History  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Thank you! A+ for Anita!  
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Comment:  

Amanda, the Cooper's Hawk was named after a naturalist by the name of William Cooper--

cofounder of the NY Lyceum of Natural History  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
And Deb too!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
How do you catch bald eagles. [emily]  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Well, when a Bald Eagle is here with us, we catch them by the legs, right above the feet. For any 

animal, when you capture it, the big question is: what are the animal's weapons? And that 

will tell you what you need to gain control of first!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
How old is the cooper hawk when it learns how to fly?( Julia)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Just a few months old.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
Is it tough working with the birds? (Alex)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
It can be very challenging -- you definitely have to stay on your toes so you don't get injured! It 

can also be challenging for the vets, since there are so many different species of birds -- 

and some need to be treated differently.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
Are broad-winged hawks born with fledged feathers or do they take time for their feathers to 

become fully fledged? (Shawn)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
It takes time for their feathers to grow out -- raptors in general are born with a lot of downy 

"fluff" on them -- so they look like little fuzzballs. Over the next few weeks, after they 

catch, they start growing in feathers.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
Where do most cooper's hawks live? (Leo)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Cooper's Hawks can be found throughout the U.S. -- and in terms of their type of habitat, they're 

often found in the forest. They have a remarkable ability to weave through the trees (in 

pursuit of food) -- but according to All about Birds, "In a study of more than 300 
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Cooper’s Hawk skeletons, 23 percent showed old, healed-over fractures in the bones of 

the chest, especially of the furcula, or wishbone." Crazy!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
Is a Broad- winged Hawk faster than a Bald Eagle? (Aaron Wasilas)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Ooh, tough questions. I'm not sure about top speeds for either off the top of my head, but I would 

guess Broad-winged Hawks are faster since they do more swooping and diving for their 

food.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
How do you tell hawks apart [joe]  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
In general? A lot of them have different characteristic -- different colors of feathers, or different 

shapes to their bodies. Red-tailed Hawks are pretty big ... Broad-winged Hawks are 

smaller and have "stouter" wings ... Cooper's Hawks have long, long legs ...  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
How do you catch a hawk? (Mike)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Same way you catch an eagle! all the raptors are the same, really -- they'll try to talon you, so 

you have to get control of those feet first!!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Oooh! What timing on cam!!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
That would be how you catch a hawk!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
How long do Bald Eagles live in captivity? (James)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
They can live to be 30 years old, or maybe even a bit more!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
Why are the cooper’s hawk eyes red?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
They don't get the red-colored eyes until they are breeding adults -- so I guess it's just goes along 

with their "adult" plumage.  
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Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
How heavy is the average adult bald eagle?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
It can really vary around North America -- here in VA, we tend to see eagles from 3.0 kgs to 4.5 

kgs.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
Who was on the critter cam and what were they doing? (samantha v)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
It's outdoor rounds time -- so I'm guessing she was catching up the hawk for a foot and feather 

check. That was one of our rehab externship students.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
Where will you release the Broad winged hawk?(Julia)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Probably very near us -- on top of Afton Mountain! Since Broad-winged Hawks migrate right 

through here at this time of year, it's a very easy spot for release, and they can "join in" 

with the others.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
How much does a bald eagle weigh? {Ariana}  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Depends on the eagle! Buddy weighs about 3.1 kgs.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
How are we the predator of the bald eagle when it's illegal to hunt them (Connor)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
When humans are considered "predators", it doesn't necessarily mean that we are hunting them -- 

it may mean that humans unintentionally cause injuries with cars, trash, poisons (not 

meant for eagles), and other things.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
How big is a bald eagle's wingspan when they're first born? (Shawn)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Much much smaller than an adult's!! It's hard to believe how tiny they are when they come out of 

an egg ... and how large they'll grow to be.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
Does the coopers hawk have teeth? If so are they sharp? (Brianna)  
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Nope, no teeth for raptors -- just very very sharp beaks!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
Time for the bell to ring! We've enjoyed our time with you! This year we're keeping track of 

where people are from;;;;how many and where abouts today?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Oh, exciting! We have 265 people on this morning --  

 

Comment:  

Good Morning class....WOW you guys are asking some really great questions...I hope Ms. Harris 

gives you all extra points for the really good questions ..thanks for asking I am learning 

from you too....Amanda has some great information...well thanks for coming on and I 

hope to see you all here again....great questions!  

 

Comment:  

Kentucky here . . . .  

 

Comment:  

Good questions, class! Have a good day, see you next time! (Massachusetts)  

 

Comment:  

Enjoyed class this morning Mrs. Harris! Come back again soon!! Keep studying kids!  

 

Comment: 
Good questions, class. Enjoyed visiting you from Maryland  

 

Comment: 
Bordentown, Nj--near Trenton  

 

Comment: 
I'm from Pennsylvania--and I love reading the questions your students come up with!  

 

Comment: 
Michigan here  

 

Comment: 
Great questions. Have a good day Mrs. Harris' class from SE Michigan.  

 

Comment: 
Virginia Beach, VA here!  

 

Comment: 
Good morning Mrs. Harris and kids! Great, hard and thoughtful questions! Virginia here - about 

15 minutes from the WCV.  
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Comment: 
Tucson Arizona here. And it's my Hatch Day! No. 66. I adopted Alex as a gift to myself.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Happy hatch-day!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
What a nice present!  

 

Comment: 
Southeast Florida  

 

Comment: 
Michigan  

 

Comment: 
Good morning Mrs. Harris’s class. I am from Ontario, Canada. You asked very good questions 

this morning.  

 

Comment: 
Good morning Mrs. Harris class I'm from Eldora NJ it is in Cape May County NJ  

 

Comment: 
Georgia here. Great questions.  

 

Comment: 
Good morning, great class and questions, lots of learning, enjoyed it. from Michigan  

 

Comment: 
San Francisco Bay area of CA  

 

Comment: 
Arizona here (minus my students)  

 

Comment: 
Oops, Baltimore, Maryland here!  

 

Comment: 
A+ for you too Amanda...good answers  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Whew, I don't know ... they put me through my paces ... thanks to the "T.A.'s" for the Cooper's 

Hawk name info!  

 

Comment: 
Great questions. Charleston ,South Carolina  
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Comment: 
Great questions class, ty for stopping by.  

 

Comment: 
Kittanning, PA  

 

Comment: 
So. Cal. here!  

 

Comment: 
Central Pennsylvania here!  

 

Comment: 
Chicago Heights, IL here!  

 

Comment: 
I am from the Okefenokee Swamp in southeast GA  

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:  
They had so much fun with you here, Amanda, that they didn't want to leave for lunch!!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Wow, well that's saying something!  
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