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October 8, 2012 

 

Comment: from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade:  
Okay, we're getting there - just waiting for the discussion to open. (and getting sidetracked with 

the new website.)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Excellent!  

 

             ๏  ๏):  
Hi Mrs. Matheson and students! 

 

Comment:  
Good morning Mrs. Matheson and students, CN/EN, Amanda and last but not least Congowings. 

Hope everyone is well and had a good weekend!...Now will sit back and enjoy class!  

 

Comment:  
Good morning Mrs. Matheson and class!!  

 

Comment:  
Hello Mrs. Matheson and students, welcome!  

 

Comment:  
Good morning Mrs. Matheson and class.  

 

Comment: from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade:  
Our first question is how has Pignoli been? Has he gone on any 'field trips'?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Pignoli is doing well! He helped me with an open house a couple of weeks ago – during our open 

houses, people come into the Center’s library for about ½ hour while we talk about the 

Wildlife Center, watch a video about a little owl, and then “meet” one of our education 

animals up close. (then they go outside to see the animals and see the hospital). We use 

different animals for the indoor part of the open house – sometimes opossums, sometimes 

birds. Pignoli was my helper at the end of September. He did very well … as usual! 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Raina also took Pignoli on a program that is about two hours away from here just last week. It 

was a “Critters Don’t Need Litter” program, so talking about why people shouldn't litter. 

Pignoli “met” about 200 people that day!  
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Comment: from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade:  
Will we ever get to see him on the critter cam?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Sadly, I don’t think we can have Pignoli Cam, because of how small his enclosure is – I don’t 

think we can set it up in a way that you could see him! BUT ...  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I will say that we will be having a Buddy Cam sometime soon. And you will be able to see the 

area in front of Buddy’s enclosure – where the people stand and watch Buddy. So … 

maybe we can walk over there with Pignoli and say hi!  

 

Comment: from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade:  
Does he fly in his enclosure? A lot or sometimes?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
No, his enclosure isn’t big enough for him to fly – and that’s good. If Pignoli had enough room 

to fly, he might crash into the wall and hurt himself, since he can’t see very well.  

 

Comment: from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade:  
Can he walk, or does he walk?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
He can walk, but I’ve never seen him do it! That would be pretty funny, I would think. It always 

seems funny to watch the hawks and eagles and owls walk around on Critter Cam when 

we catch them – but they never seem to do it in front of us!  

 

Comment: from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade:  
Does he ever lay down?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Not that I’ve seen. Since owls sleep while they are perching, they don’t really have a reason to 

lay down, unless they are not feeling well.  

 

Comment: from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade:  
How would Pignoli hunt before he was hurt? (we're writing stories about how we think he was 

injured and the fact that he was hunting and not looking where he was going is one 

'theory')  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Oh, I can't wait to read the stories!  
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Screech-owls hunt at night, usually in the first four hours after sunset. They hunt mainly from 

perches, and will sit and wait for something to come along ... and then will make a grab! 

They dive on their prey and grab it with their talons.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Since they also eat some big insets, they can also capture flying insects in flight, but mainly do 

the perch-hunting technique. And, fun fact: when they are eating small rodents, they'll 

typically eat the head first (mmm, best part?) and then will cache (hide) the rest if they 

don't eat it all!  

 

Comment: from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade:  
Does he drink water? How does he do that?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Yes, Pignoli has a dish of water in his enclosure, so my guess is that he does … but I’ve never 

seen him drink.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Well, I take that back – last spring, Pignoli traveled with us to the Norfolk Botanical Garden 

Eagle Festival. It was really hot that day, so I had a water bottle so I could mist the birds 

occasionally when they’d go back in their travel crates for a break. When I misted Pignoli 

at one point, he opened up his mouth really wide – I think he was trying to catch a little 

water to drink!  

 

Comment: from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade:  
Are his mice cut up or does he eat them whole?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Whole!  

 

Comment: from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade:  
Does he get any special treats?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Pignoli seems pretty happy with the mice that he eats for dinner. I know that seems boring to us, 

since we eat so many things … but his mice come in different sizes, so I guess that gives 

him some variety!  

 

Comment: from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade:  
Does he eat sugar?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
No, no sugar for owls!  
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Comment: from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade:  
Does Pignoli ever get sick?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I can’t remember a time when he has been sick, which is good! Last winter he definitely was 

overweight, which isn’t really healthy, but we were able to get that under control. :)  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade:  
Should be no sugar for children, either?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Well, not the healthiest thing, though it is tasty ... :)  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade:  
excerize time had distracted my students! LOL  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I missed it, with the way my info is set up on the screen -- I think they are doing a foot and 

feather check of this hawk today!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade:  
Will you ever give him a fake eye?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
No, no fake eye for Pignoli. He wouldn’t be able to see out of a fake eye, so really the only 

reason to do that would be if we wanted him to look more “normal” – but no need for 

that! He doesn't seem to mind how he looks, and it helps us tell his story. He’s our 

special one-eyed bird!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade:  
If he can't see, how does he know to get on your finger?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Well, he can see a little bit, so he definitely knows that we're there, and what we want him to do. 

He's such a good bird -- and we tend to just very lightly touch his feed with a gloved hand 

so that he knows we're ready for him to step up! And then he does!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade:  
Areli had wondered if he would ever wear glasses so he could see better out of his one eye. . .  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Good question! I don't think it's the type of eye issue that glasses can fix though ... it's not that 

he's near-sighted or far-sighted (like people with glasses or contacts), he just has some 

blind spots in that one "good" eye.  
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Though Pignoli in little owl glasses would be pretty cute.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade:  
Are those real horns on his head or his ears?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Such a good question! Those are actually just feathers! His ears are actually just openings in his 

head, and those are covered by feathers – so you can’t see them.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
The feather tufts on top of his head, the ones that look like horns, are just there for camouflage. 

Screech-owls can move those feather tufts, so they can stand up straight and blend into 

their environment (look like the bark on a tree), or they can flatten them back and have a 

more rounded look too. It’s pretty cool!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Let me use some photos to help illustrate ...  

 
 

Pignoli, the Eastern Screech-owl 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
So, in that photo -- he's got one tuft up and one down. I've actually heard that they tend to do that 

if they have an eye injury on that side -- so that makes sense in this photo.  

 

 
Pignoli at Carter Mountain (Charlottesville area) 

 

http://www.coveritlive.com/
http://www.coveritlive.com/


Classroom: Mrs. Matheson 6 10/8/12 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
There he's got both tufts up.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
But Alex is the one that really helps show this off -- let me post some photos of her:  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Both up:  

 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Now they've disappeared!  
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Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade:  
This will be really good for when we study animal adaptations in science in a few weeks!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Their feathers and behavior are pretty amazing -- the way they use those things to blend right 

into their environment.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade:  
We thought he would make a pretty amazing pirate owl for Halloween (and thanks to Wings and 

Eugene, I have a photo but they haven't seen it yet)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Ooooh, that sounds fun!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Foot and feather check!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade:  
Mixed reviews about if they like them with the tufts up or tufts down (cuteness factor)  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade:  
Do Alex and Pignoli get along?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I'm not sure that we've ever introduced them! They live in separate enclosures, but are next-door 

neighbors. At one point we thought we'd see if Pignoli could live in a bigger enclosure, 

so that he and Alex could be roommates -- but Pignoli can't find his food in a bigger area. 

Years ago, we had a different grey screech-owl named Hazel, and we did introduce the 

two of them, I think. He seems to get along with other owls!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade:  
Do you have any new pictures of Pignoli?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I do have one new one ...  
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Dr. Dave just took that photo a couple of weeks ago when Pignoli was out and about. If you 

make it bigger, you can actually see that this is a good example of an overgrown beak -- 

time for coping (trimming!)  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade:  
He had to have his beak trimmed? Why? (just like Buddy, huh?)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Yup, just like Buddy! Buddy definitely gets coped a lot, compared to the other birds -- since his 

beak doesn't line up. All of the other edu birds to end up getting coped at some point 

though -- it just tends to be needed in captive birds, since they don't have quite the 

diversity of food and perches and different materials to help wear down their beaks.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
If I had to guess, I'd say a lot of the other birds maybe get coped twice a year?  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade:  
How is Quinn doing? We are concerned about him since he was one of our candidates.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Quinn is doing really well! It’s amazing that he’s recovered that well from surgery, but all seems 

to be fine and he moved back into his enclosure. Dr. Dana will “scope” him in the next 

couple of weeks – she’ll use a special piece of equipment to look down his throat with a 

tiny little camera. That will allow her to see how he is healing. 

 

Comment:  
Can you dress Pignoli like a cat  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Hmmm ... I guess we could but I don't think he'd be very happy with that!  

 

Comment:  
Heya Mrs. M and class! Thanks for inviting us to participate in today's session! Our 19 special 

needs kids would like to ask Amanda what surgical equipment and tools were used to 

remove Pignoli's eye and how long did it take?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Let's see ... I'm going to guess that surgery was about an hour or so, since that seems to be about 

how long these things typically take? I'd have to look up his old medical record though to 

be sure! As for equipment -- anesthesia machine (always important) and then simple tools 

like scalpels and suture scissors would've been used.  
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Oooh, and I'm now seeing Pignoli's Halloween costume ... maybe that will give me some 

inspiration so I can figure out what to wear too. Do you think everyone wants to see?  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade:  
15 "yes" from here!  

 
 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade:  
I think that's all our questions for today. Except, how many are in class and where is everybody 

from?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Well those were some great questions! We have 360 people on this morning ...  

 

Comment:  
Have a great day Mrs Matheson and students from Washington state.  

 

Comment:  
Tonawanda NY near Niagara Falls  

 

Comment:  
Me plus 19 special needs kids are from Virginia, not far from WCV!  

 

Comment:  
Have a great day from Missouri!  

 

Comment:  
Happy Monday from Bedminster, NJ (Near New York City)!  
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Comment:  
Hi class, I'm in Massachusetts! You asked some great questions!  

 

Comment:  
Excellent class! I enjoyed it very much and LOVE the costume.  

 

Comment:  
Hi Mrs. Matheson and class, waving from southeast Georgia at the Okefenokee Swamp.  

 

Comment:  
Michigan here. Alex is my CFC, thanks for the gorgeous photos.  

 

Comment:  
I am from Devon in England. Hi Mrs. Matheson’s class  

 

Comment:  
Hello class from the mountains of Western North Carolina, near Asheville!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
It seems like the U.S. is well-represented this morning -- and it's an international classroom 

session!  

 

Comment:  
Waving hello to Mrs. Matheson’s class from Virginia!!  

 

Comment:  
I'm from England. Great Class 1  

 

Comment:  
Kentucky checking in here....from the "Prettiest Small Town in the USA"!  

 

Comment:  
I am working in Chesapeake, VA.  

 

Comment:  
Greetings from SLC, UT :o)  

 

Comment:  
Michigan here.  

 

Comment:  
Hello class, I'm in Southern California  

 

Comment: from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade:  
Okay, get ready, they are going to say 'good-bye'.  
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Comment:  
Norfolk VA  

 

Comment from Rejoyce’s 7th graders: 

I have shown my pictures of Pignoli (taken at an open house and at the festival) to my students. 

They think he is adorable:)  

 

Comment:  
Hi, from northwestern Vermont!  

 

Comment:  
Bye kids!!! Great questions everyone.  

 

Comment:  
good buy  

 

Comment:  
good by  

 

Comment:  
Hello Class. I'm at work in Buffalo, NY.  

 

Comment: From jhovany matheson  

bye  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Goodbye class! Thanks for the great session. Hope you guys have a good week, and I look 

forward to reading all of your stories!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Oh!! And thank you for the owl ornaments!!!  
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Comment: From abel  

good bye  

 

Comment: from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade:  
Uh oh, they forgot to type their names in!  

 

Comment: From Areli  

Good bye  

 

Comment: From Aseret  

good bye  

 

Comment: From esther mothson  

good by. love esther  

 

Comment:  
Oh good more stories. Bye class  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade:  
Now there is discuss about who's owl that is! lol  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
:) Well, that's my owl -- so the one created by Eduardo P.!  

 

Comment:  
Ooooh, that ornament is so cute Amanda. They did a really good job on it.  

 

Comment:  
Have a great week y'all!!! Study hard!!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I've seen lots of owls hanging up around the desks of the WCV staff ...  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Or taped to computer screens (like Dr. Dana's little red one-eyed owl by Madeline)  

 

Comment: From jose ms matheson  

good by  

 

Comment: From eduardo P  

good bye  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Goodbye! Thanks for the owl!  
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Comment: From alejandro matheson  

good by  

 

Comment from Mrs. Matheson’s 3rd grade:  
Thank you Miss Amanda and CN - time to go and start our writing test. Have a great day!  

 

Comment:  
great class!!! ya'll study hard!!!  

 

Comment: From eduardo P  

ok  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Bye guys!  

 

             ๏  ๏):  
I want to thank Itzy for the precious little owl she made and sent to me. I loved the photo of the 

class!! Thank you!! Bye class!  

 

 

 

 


