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May 4, 2012 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Good Morning Amanda! We're a little late getting on the blog this morning because we had a 

"locker Cleanout" and boy what a cleanout it was!! 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Good morning!! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
The kids have lots of questions for you this morning. Are you ready? Got your coffee this 

morning?! 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Excellent! The coffee is still brewing ... so I'll have to rely on my brainpower (yikes!) 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Hi I’m new to critter cam and I have some question 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Welcome! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
What kind of babies do you have? (Kiany) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
We're admitting a lot of young wildlife these days -- still a few baby squirrels (but they're 

finishing up their first litter of the year), baby opossums, baby rabbits, and LOTS of baby 

birds. We've also seen young foxes, young owls, ... I think that's it! Fawns should be 

coming in later this month. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
How old are the black bears? (Natalia) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Each of the three black bears are over a year old now -- since they are typically born in late 

January/February each year in VA, that should make them all about a year and 4 months 

or so. 
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Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Why are there more bears at the wildlife center now than in other seasons 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Good question! I think that's something we're all wondering ... it has been a busy bear season. In 

some parts of the state, the mast crop in the fall was not great -- so that meant the bears 

didn't have a ton of food to eat and bulk up on for the winter. I assume that's the problem 

with these yearlings -- since they all came underweight. Granted, they all also had other 

injuries too that didn't help them ... 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
How much money does it take to feed a bear for one year? 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Wow ... good question!!! I'm not sure if we've calculated that (it might be a scary number) ... but 

they sure do eat a TON of food. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
How do you think the Screech owlets nest fell down and will the owlets’ eye be covered by 

something once it’s removed? (Aidan) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
The tree that the screech-owl nest was in may have been old or damaged -- and fell down in a 

storm, maybe? We don't know for sure. For the little one with the damaged eye, I think 

that the vets may be doing an "evisceration" surgery ... so essentially the eye looks 

removed, but the basic shape of the owl's face and head stay the same, which is important 

for hearing. Some feathers will grow back over the area, so it'll be camouflaged and won't 

look scary ... but I don't think the owl will mind either way. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
What’s the weight of each bear? (Anthony) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
At this point, it's anyone's guess! When we last weighted the one-eyed male bear (the first one), 

he was about 32 lbs. That was weeks ago -- so I bet he's at least 50 lbs now!! The others 

are probably about 30-40 now. We guess that they gain about 5 lbs/ week, based on other 

bear weights and our calculations. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Out of the three black bears how many are girls? (Daniela) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Just one! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
What are some other names for the peregrine falcon? (Travis) 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Ah yes! Everyone, we did receive our name suggestions for our education Peregrine Falcon. We 

received 83 suggestions. We narrowed the list down for Round One ... and Mrs. Harris's 

class has a name in that group! 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Some of the names ... Max, Nikolai, Lightning, Perry, Comet, Jameston, Pilgrim, Emilio ... those 

are some of the ones I can think of off the top of my head. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Last week I was hiking in my back yard and found a turtle we didn't harm him but he was fun to 

look at. Is a turtle your favorite animal (Jessica) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Wow, that's fun! Was it a box turtle? Turtles are one of my favorite wildlife species ... I do like 

owls a lot as well, and representing the mammals species, I'd say foxes or opossums are 

my favorites. But turtles are pretty special! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
What do you feed the black bear cubs? (Emily) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
We feed them a big mix of dog food, seeds, fruits, veggies, insects, acorns, and eggs. The diet 

varies a bit based off of what we have in the kitchen on a given day! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
How much food do the bears eat in a day? 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
At this point, I think the rehabbers are filling up three big buckets of food -- I'll have to look at 

see what size the buckets are. A couple of gallons! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Will all the black bears be released? [Nicole] 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Yes! They are all looking to be in great shape, and we think they'll be able to be released in a 

couple of weeks. I think the first bear (one-eyed bear) is ready NOW, but I think the hope 

is that we can release all three together, so we've put that off a little bit to allow the 3rd 

newest bear to "catch up" a bit. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Where are the birds’ parents? (Kiany) 

 

 

 



Classroom: Mrs. Harris 4 5/4/2012 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Which ones? The screech-owls? We're not sure. I guess the rescuers didn't see the parents 

around, which is a little odd. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
What could be the outcome for the bat and its disease? (Natalia) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Our two bats are doing pretty well -- we hope that we'll be able to release them this spring, as 

long as those wings heal well. Other bats aren't so lucky -- White Nose Syndrome has 

killed off millions of bats, so it's having a big impact on populations. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Where was the toad released? (Anthony) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
The toad was released right back where it came from -- on the same trail where he was found 

near Charlottesville (about 1/2 hour from here). 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Our class is the one that picked the name and I made it up but is the screech owl with the 

damaged eye going to be released? [Nicole] 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Well congratulations!! Yes, we hope the owl will be able to be released -- one eyed owls can do 

okay as long as they have another good eye and have perfect hearing! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Why do they call the bald eagle NX? (Kiany) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
That's all thanks to the band on her leg -- when Virginia state bands were put on the three 

eaglets, hers was "NX". 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Estimating how many injured rabbits do you think you have? (Jared) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
I haven't looked lately -- but I'd guess about two dozen?? 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
90 % of our class has seen bears in our back yards !!! 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Wow! I saw one run across interstate 64 the other night -- I was shocked! 
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Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Do black bears eat fish too just like their grizzly cousins (Matt) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
I think they'll eat pretty much whatever they can get their paws on -- they are pretty opportunistic 

eaters! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Last week a bear came to my house and took our garbage to my neighbor’s yard! (Monica) 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
The same week I saw a huge bear run across my front yard with the garbage. It was funny. 

(Jessica) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Ah yes, bears and garbage ... 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Why do they call Papa Gho pap gho? 

(Natalia) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Well, we call him Papa G'Ho since we know he's now a male ... and he's filling a "fatherly role" 

in our young Great Horned Owls lives. He used to be called Mama G'Ho -- back when 

we thought he was a she!! And GHO is just one abbreviation of Great Horned Owl ... 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Is there a screech owl like papa g ho that will teach the baby owls? [Nicole] 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Right now we're using our education owl, Pignoli -- but I think Pignoli will soon be off duty for 

parenting, as we'll need him for programs!! Also, he can't be placed into a large enclosure 

with them, since he can't see. So we'll have to find another fill-in screech-owl! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Is the youngest bear the girl? (Daniela) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
All three are about the same age -- to us, the girl bear is the "middle" one, only because she came 

in 2nd -- so she's also the 2nd largest bear (since she's been eating with us longer than the 

newest male bear). 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Do you guys take surveys when you name the animals? (Natalia) 

 

 



Classroom: Mrs. Harris 6 5/4/2012 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
We don't really have one way that we name all of our education animals -- this is the 2nd time 

we've done a sort of "contest" with the names -- getting suggestions, narrowing the list 

down, and then putting the top few names to a public vote. It's a fun way to get others 

involved! Sometimes we've just named the animals ourselves though -- if a staff member 

has a good idea. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:: 
Are papa G'Ho's little owls going to be released when the baby owls mature (Travis) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Yes, the young owl in with Papa will be released later this summer. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:: 
How many owls does papa g ho have right now? 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Just the one! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Do you have any "mamas" to teach "young ladies" (Kiany) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Both of our dedicated surrogate animals -- Papa G'Ho and Papa Kestrel -- are males! So just the 

father figures right now. That's okay though -- really their role is just to make sure the 

baby has a figure of its own species to look at -- so that they don't imprint on humans. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Does the girl bear tend to eat more than the boy bears?? (Natalia):) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Hmmmm ... that's tough to say! My guess would be that the biggest bear is eating the most food 

... since he's the biggest. :) 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
How many people are on the blog? And where are they from> Sorry, the bell is about to ring! 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
475 this morning ... folks must be sleeping in! 

 

Congowings: 

Good morning Mrs. Harris and students. Just wanted to say hi! Hope everyone has a wonderful 

weekend. 

 

Comment:  

Arizona here! Sun is just about ready to peek over the mountains! 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Such an early bird! 

 

Comment:  

Hi Mrs. Harris’s class from northern Vermont! 

 

Comment:  
Thanks for coming Mrs. Harris' class! I live on the Okefenokee Swamp in southeast Georgia 

 

Comment:  
Southern Maine and very rainy 

 

Comment:  
Raining in Michigan 

 

Comment:  
Hi from Virginia Beach, Va!! 

 

Comment:  
Staunton, VA - I expect a lot of folks are on their way to Eagle Fest - or to WCV for the Open 

House today! 

 

Comment:  
Houston Tx! Ya'll have a great day!! Love the questions! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Hi Congo and Amanda- Miss Bay here! This is my last time on the blog with you guys! I 

graduate on the 15th! I have LOVED the time getting to know you. We all appreciate 

your time this morning! TGIF!!! 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Goodbye Miss Bay! Best of luck to you in the future! Hope you will go on to use webcams in 

your future classes too! 

 

Comment:  
Is this Mrs. Harris last class? 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
I'm not sure -- she didn't say it was, and since she has different classes, I think we may see them 

again. Mrs. Matheson has set up her classes last session in two weeks! :( 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
No not the last class.. just the last day with student teacher Miss Bay. She is applying for her own 

jobs now... a couple maybes! 
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Comment: 

So we will see you again before the end of the school year, Mrs. Harris? 

 

Comment: 

Good luck Miss Bay! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Mrs. Harris said 4 or 5 more sessions! Thank you all! Our last day of school is June 18th. 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Excellent! 

 

Comment: 
We are going to miss all of the kid’s sessions over the summer - it has been great to learn along 

with them - and they ask SUCH thought provoking questions. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class: 
Much love from our class to you all! We are going to start our next class now. Watching 

FLUBBER as a special treat for the kids after a long week of testing! woohoo! TGIF! 

Bye guys! 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV: 
Enjoy!! See you guys later and good luck on the naming contest! 


