
 

 
 

 

THE WILDLIFE CENTER OF VIRGINIA PLANS BLACK BEAR BIRTHDAY BASH 

Celebrate five bears’ graduation from cubs into yearlings during a week-long virtual event. 

 

####    FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE     #### 

 

Waynesboro, Virginia – January 12, 2022   In April 2021, the Wildlife Center began admitting 

the year's bear cub patients from several locations throughout Virginia. The young bears will be 

cared for by the Wildlife Center until spring 2022, at the time when they would begin naturally 

dispersing from their mothers.  

According to a study published by Kim Echols’ in 2000, Aspects of Reproduction and Cub Survival 

in a Hunted Population of Virginia Black Bears, Black Bear sows have been documented giving 

birth in Virginia from December 19 to February 22 – with a median date of January 17. It's 

become a Wildlife Center tradition to celebrate the bears' birthdays on this day! During the 

week of January 17, the Wildlife Center will be hosting three unique virtual programs and 

events:  

 On Monday, January 17 at 2:00 p.m. Eastern, wildlife rehabilitators at the Center will 

prepare special birthday treats. During the same event, the goodies will be delivered to 

the bears live on camera within their outdoor enclosure. The event will take place 

virtually on both the Center’s live events page and Facebook.  

o Monday, January 17 is also the #BettyWhiteChallenge, honoring the late actress 

and animal lover. Consider making a donation to the Wildlife Center to 

commemorate this special day. Bear fans can also support all of the bear 

patients that the Center will care for this year through the Caring for 

Critters program.   

 On Wednesday, January 19 at 2:00 p.m. Eastern, Center staff will interview Department 

of Wildlife Resources biologist Katie Martin during a live-streaming event. Alex 
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Wehrung, the Center's outreach public affairs manager, will be interviewing her and 

fielding questions from viewers. Katie will be talking about the natural history of Black 

Bears in Virginia, including dens, cub behavior, and what you can do if you find a bear 

cub in the wild. The event will take place virtually on the Center’s live events page and 

Facebook. 

 On Friday, January 21, a special video compilation that looks back at the Black Bears of 

2021 – from admission to their first birthday – will premiere virtually on the Center’s 

website and social media channels.  

The Wildlife Center of Virginia invites the public to visit their “Happy Black Bear Parturition 

Week!” page to find more information on when and where to watch the festivities: 

https://www.wildlifecenter.org/news_events/events/happy-black-bear-parturition-week 

 

The Wildlife Center of Virginia is an internationally acclaimed teaching and research hospital for 

wildlife and conservation medicine. Since its founding in 1982, the nonprofit Center has cared 

for more than 85,000 wild animals, representing 200 species of native birds, mammals, reptiles, 

and amphibians. The goal of the Center is “to treat to release” – to restore patients to health 

and return as many as possible to the wild.  

The Center’s public education programs share insights gained through the care of injured and 

orphaned wildlife, in hopes of reducing human damage to wildlife. In July 2011, the Center 

launched an online Critter Cam, which allows wildlife enthusiasts around the world to watch a 

variety of Center patients and resident education animals. Patients that are currently 

“featured” on one of the three Critter Cam feeds include rambunctious Black Bear cubs, a 

recovering Bobcat patient, and Center permanent residents Buddy [a Bald Eagle], Maggie [a 

Peregrine Falcon] or Hudson [a Gyrfalcon]. A link to Critter Cam can be found at 

www.wildlifecenter.org.   
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Wildlife Center of Virginia staff are available on Monday, January 17, Tuesday, January 18, 

and Thursday, January 20 for virtual interviews about bear patients, online events, and their 

education and outreach work.  
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Public Affairs Manager 
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