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Wednesday, August 9, 2017 
Comment From Kathy in NM 🐦  
Good morning/afternoon everyone! Looking forward to class today...  
 

Comment From Jackie in VA  
Seated at my desk and ready to go!  
 

Comment From Dave in Missouri  
Hello to Raina!  
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Hello! 
 

Comment From Jackie in VA  
WAH! I missed book club. What is the next book?  
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Next book club is October 10 about Coyote America by Dan Flores. 
 

Comment From Lydia in VA ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ  
Hi Raina/Rachel Ready! Looking forward to it. Rachel is one of the twentieth century’s greatest heroines – the mother of the 
environmental movement  
 

Comment From Lydia in VA ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ  
(getting distracted by those sleepy cubs)  
 

Comment From Brenda from Virginia  
I've saluted your Carson avatar. She is one of my heroines.  
 

Comment From Lydia in VA ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ  
Hi Jackie! book club was great this month=--next one coyote america! and we have then here, so looking forward to it  
 

Comment From CK in PA  
Ready for class  
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Ok, let's get started! 
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Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Today’s Wildlife Center Classroom Series is a continuation of our “Conservationist Spotlight”. Today we’re going to talk 
about a conservationist who has been turned into a sort of hero … legend … idol … when it comes to environmental 

conservation: Rachel Carson. 
 

  
 
Comment From Lydia in VA ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ    
Okay! ready  
 

Comment From sue in CT    
hi raina, ready here in CT...  
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
That is a photo of Rachel -- a larger version of my avatar. 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Rachel Carson was an eco-author and marine biologist. Alongside her work as a scientist and environmentalist, she wrote 
many outreach brochures and guides for the US Government and three notable books – Under the Sea Wind, The Sea 

Around Us, and most famously, Silent Spring. 
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
With her book Silent Spring, published in 1962, Carson is credited, in part, with eloquently bringing to attention the dangers 
of pesticide/chemical use and the devastating, long-term effects it can have on our natural world. She advocated for more 

informed and conservative use of chemicals. 
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Today is “Book Lover’s Day” … and next month marks the 55th anniversary of Silent Spring’s publication, so I thought this 
was a fitting time to take a look at this profound book and its author. 
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Raina Krasner, WCV:  
I beleive this is the original cover of the book, but it's had several iterations since it's publication. 
 

Comment From Lydia in VA ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ    
Carson knew her work would be controversial..and it sure was at the time!  
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
So true! 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Before we get too ahead of ourselves, let’s look at how Rachel got her start in science. 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Rachel was born in 1907 and grew up in rural Pennsylvania on a farm. Early accounts of her life indicate that she spent a 
great deal of time exploring the woods and waterways on her family’s farm. From an early age, she was a writer and was 

published in a nature magazine at 10 years old! (I couldn't find that initial article she published, but several places reference her first 
publication as a child). 
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Source: Rachel Carson Council 
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
That's little Rachel, with a dog. What a sweet photo! 
 

Comment From Lydia in VA ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ    
Imagine that! 10 years old with an article!  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Carson began her college career with the intent of becoming a writer, but soon switched to biology. With that knowledge, it 
should make sense to us that she became such an important nature writer – some of the most profound ecologists had a 

background in writing, English, or something along those lines. It’s important to be able to communicate your experiences and ideas 
if you hope to incite change! 
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Anyway, back to Carson’s life. She became interested in ocean life (I always find it fascinating when people who do not 
grow up near the ocean want to study ocean life – there must be some sort of strong draw!) 

 

 
Carson, conduting research in the Atlantic. 

  
Comment From Lydia in VA ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ    
I grew up in PA an became fascinated by the ocean too--I get it. LOL Snorkeling was my first thing to learn  
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Comment From Kathy in NM 🐦    
I read Silent Spring when I was a teenager - waay too many decades ago! That book's message has stayed with me to this day. Our 
Book Club books, The Silence of the Songbirds and Plastic Ocean, have had the same impact on me.  
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Kathy, it seems that the title for Silence of the Songbirds came from something Rachel Carson said. She frequently referred 
to the "silence of the songbirds" when talking about impending environmental crisis. 

 
Comment From Mrs. Matheson    
Not surprising about the water/ocean, Raina. When I taught in Minnesota (land of 10,000 lakes) I could never get my students to 
wash their hands well. Now that I live in Arizona (desert), I can't keep the students from playing in the water (bathroom)!  
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Ha, maybe it has something to do with the mystery of the water ... 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Following her graduation from college (with distinction in both writing and biology) Rachel worked for the US Fisheries Dept 
and was tasked with creating a radio mini-series about marine life, called Romance Under the Waters. 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Carson planned to pursue an advanced degree in Zoology, but family obligations prevented her from continuing her studies 
and forced her to continue working to support her family. Instead of a doctoral program, she began a long career with the 

US government and as a writer. 
 

Comment From Lydia in VA ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ    
That is interesting. i LOVED the learning form Silence of the Songbirds. Did not realize the title came from something Rachel Carson 
said  
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Many of Carson’s published books began as serial articles in the New York, Atlantic Monthly, or Baltimore Sun. She was a 
prolific nature writer, and some say her work Silent Spring has overshadowed her other, equally engaging works. 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
I’ll admit that I didn’t realize before how much Rachel wrote prior to Silent Spring – admittedly, I never much looked into it. 
But clearly her other works were equally well-loved at the time of their publication, often described as lovely and eloquent 

and full of beauty. A contemporary New Yorker article describes her writing like this: “Carson combined a scientist’s ability to see 
with a novelist’s ability to imagine.” (Joshua Rothman, Rachel Carson’ Natural Histories, link to article posted at the end) 
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
That being said, Silent Spring is Carson’s most well-known work and has certainly had the biggest impact on the 
environmental protection movement. 

 
Comment From Lydia in VA ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ    
I remember that after Silent Spring was published, even the president, John F. Kennedy, knew about it. (yes, I am old enough to 
remember that). It was so controversial it got lots of news coverage  
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
In fact, the Environmental Protection Agency credits its founding with Rachel Carson’s Silent Spring and her subsequent 
testimony to Congress. 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
So what was Silent Spring all about? 
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Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Rachel Carson (and a number of other scientists and environmental and wildlife organizations) was becoming increasingly 
wary of pesticide use by the 1950s and 60s. Carson collected data around the use of DDT -an organochlorine pesticide used 

to control insect populations through aerial spraying. It was used in agriculture, mosquito population control, and gypsy moth 
eradication. 
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Carson and her associates (a substantial community of scientists) questioned the blanket use of chemicals without knowing 
the long-term effects of their use. To them, it was possibly a misuse of chemicals and unscientific in its application. 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Silent Spring looked at the effects of DDT use, providing evidence that it contaminated our waterways, caused cancer, and 
was harmful to wildlife. 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
DDT was running off into the water supply, causing harm to aquatic life and predatory birds that relied on fish or aquatic 
wildlife as a food source. Osprey, Peregrine Falcons, and Bald Eagles were suffering devastating effects. DDT caused thin 

eggshells (it’s not largely understood why this happened) and led to huge population decline. The eventual banning of DDT use in 
the US is credited with the population recovery of the Bald Eagle and Peregrine Falcon in our country. 
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Remember, DDT was and is used in other countries. The effect of Silent Spring was largely contained to the U.S. when it 
came to regulation, though the research has been referenced elsewhere. 

 
Comment From Kar from PA    
I also read Silent Spring as a young woman -- and it has affected my outlook on environmental issues ever since -- that's a long time 
ago!  
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
I won’t go into too much detail about the book’s content, but we’ll likely do this book for our Wildlife Book Club sometime 
in the future! 

 
Comment From Jackie in VA    
Hi Lydia! Thanks Raina. I'll order that book today. We had lots of Coyotes where I lived in So. Cal.  
 

Comment From Lydia in VA ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ    
Book Lovers Day! Did not know that. A good eve to read then!  
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Certainly is! 
 

 
Comment From Kar from PA    
Great choice for BookClub, Raina -- I think I might even have my worn copy from long ago.  
 

Comment From Guest    
I have not read Silent Spring so I look forward to having it as a Book Club book.  
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Silent Spring isn't the upcoming book club choice but will likely be a choice in the future. Next book club (October 10) is 
Coyote America. 

 
Comment From CarolinaGirl    
I was guest :)  
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Comment From Brenda from Virginia    
The way Carson engaged readers with what at first appears to be a fictional situation was pure genius. It's as effective today as it 
was when first printed. My high school juniors would be totally engrossed by it. I look forward to the book's being a book club 
selection.  
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
At the time of publication in 1962, Rachel Carson was battling cancer and was fairly weakened. Still, she promoted the book 
and testified to committees on the matters addressed in the book. The book was hyped – people were excited about it 

before it was published, and even more so after it was serialized in the New Yorker. 
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Carson and her associates faced fierce criticism and backlash from chemical companies, including DuPont – a primary 
manufacturer of DDT. They tried to discredit Carson and her research. They attacked her science, and they attacked her 

personally. As a woman, she was open to additional criticism for not being well-suited for scientific research … because she was a 
woman. They criticized her for being unmarried (making assessments about her appearance, personality, political leanings, etc.) 
 

Comment From Lydia in VA ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ    
Carson was right about her critics. Chemical companies spent hundreds of thousands of dollars attacking her personally and trying 
to discredit her. She was called "a bird lover,"fish lover", "priestess of nature" (which I find a compliment) but in those times the big 
industry meant it as an hysterical woman and not a real scientist. UGH!  
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Yes, exactly! 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Chemical companies put out literature promoting the use of pesticides and refuting Carson’s claims. 
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Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Those were some real ads for DDT and products containing DDT. 
 

 
Comment From BarbG    
interesting ads  
 

Comment From Kar from PA    
I can't believe the kids' wallpaper ad! Wow.  
 
 

  
Source_ New York Times and Pittsburgh Press, 1962 
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Comment From Mary E in NC    
ticide spraying was a regular occurrence. Crop dusters flew over and trucks sprayed for mosquitoes.  
 

Comment From CarolinaGirl    
I remember my grandmother spraying DDT all over the place to kill mosquitoes!  
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Yes, I read some articles about how it was recommended for use in kitchen cabinets to keep bugs away! 
 

Comment From Brenda from Virginia    
Sadly, as Carson predicted, we are still having the same battles over dangerous insecticides today.  
 

Comment From Mrs. Matheson    
Interesting fact: Theodore Geisel worked for the Flit bug spray company doing illustrations (before he became a famous children's 
author: Dr. Seuss)  
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
How weird! 
 

 
Comment From Lydia in VA ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ    
Oh my gosh look at those ads! I do recall some of those were pictured in our "Silence of the Songbirds" discussion--or am I 
confused? Will have to look at archives  
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Oh, hmm. I don't remember. 
 

 
Comment From CarolinaGirl    
Yes, she had a little handheld pump sprayer and nothing was safe when she got going!  
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Oh geez ... at least, the chemical didn't seem to be unsafe in direct application ... just eventually as it builds up in the food 
chain, essentially. 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
I THINK, at least. I didn't look into those applications too carefully. 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
It wasn’t just chemical companies that opposed the findings on Silent Spring. Some scientists (biologists and chemists, 
primarily) thought that Rachel’s book was irresponsible and misguided. It’s pretty unclear if those in opposition really 

thought her science and research was misguided, or if they felt that way more strongly because she was a woman. I say this because 
there was quite a bit of reference to her gender in their comments and remarks about her work. 
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Some thought Carson’s book was alarmist, calling for us to go back to the “Dark Ages” allowing vermin and pests to overrun 
us. Of course, that way of thinking ignores the very real, indirect consequences of pesticide use, which they - the dissenting 

scientists - were not denying in all cases. 
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
This reminded me of a quote in another book we recently finished for the Wildlife Book Club – Where the Wild Things Were 
by William Stolzenbug. One scientist said that, “indirect effects are the rule rather than the exception in most 

ecosystems.”(p 130) 
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Comment From Lydia in VA ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ    
But Carson had never said that pesticides should be eliminated entirely. Carson believed that pesticides should be used 
appropriately by educated professionals. Of course, she was still attacked  
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Right! 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Ultimately, Silent Spring didn’t actually call for a ban on DDT – though that was the result in the US. Carson called for limits 
on the use of pesticides so as to prevent development of resistance, and promoted further research in general on chemicals 

that are widely used and applied. It was a different approach to our connection to the natural world – one that did not involve 
domination and haphazard meddling. 
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Silent Spring helped give lift to a grassroots environmental movement that was already developing at the time. It promoted 
a change in thinking about our ecosystem, focusing on the connections between living things in the landscape and the 

ripple effects of human action. It was a call to rely on good science. 
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
It brought about changes in the government – Carson shined a light on the conflict of interest with the USDA managing 
both pesticide regulations and the interests if the agricultural industry. The Environmental Protection Agency was born out 

of this. 
 

Comment From Lydia in VA ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ    
But our great JFK understood the importance of Carson's book. He asked an advisory committee to research Carson's claims in Silent 
Spring. I believe she testified before a senate subcommittee  
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Yes, exactly! 
 

 
Comment From Lydia in VA ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ    
Yay! What a change agent.  
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Additionally, Carson’s work promoted ecofeminism and helped other women become interested and involved in science. 
 

Comment From Mary E in NC    
That gender bias is still going on today!  
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Yup! But we have women like Rachel Carson and Rosalie Edge and Marjory Stoneman Douglas to thank for paving the way 
for females as leaders in environmentalism. 

 
Comment From Lydia in VA ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ    
Didn't she also get a National Audubon Society award and some others?  
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
She was awarded many time ... while she was alive and after she passed away. Not sure about the National Audubon 
Society award specifically though! 

 
Comment From Mary E in NC    
I'm so glad we're learning about the part these women played!  
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Raina Krasner, WCV:  
To this day, Silent Spring and Carson’s “alarm” faces criticism from companies with interest in agricultural chemical 
production and organizations working in countries that face malaria outbreaks. Some say that Carson is responsible for the 

continuation of death-by-malaria. 
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
The World Health Organization squashed the claims that malaria would be wiped out had Carson not brought to light the 
consequences of DDT. In fact, some countries used DDT for mosquito control long after Silent Spring was published and 

other countries banned DDT; many of those countries were forced to abandon DDT because it was no longer working to kill 
mosquitoes, much like Carson warned in her book. 
 

Comment From Lydia in VA ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ    
Right, I had forgotten that she was pretty sick when that book was written--I so admire her! I think she had heart disease as well as 
breast cancer?  
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Yes, sadly, Carson died from complications related to breast cancer in in 1964. Rachel was born in Springdale, PA … and died 
in Silver Springs, MD. An small but interesting connection to her most famous work, I think. 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Carson’s legacy of environmental advocacy lives on. Some of her work was published following her death, and she has 
posthumously received many awards. 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
A wildlife refuge was renamed for Rachel Carson in Maine – The Rachel Carson National Wildlife Refuge along the Atlantic 
coast. 

 
Comment From sue in CT    
the female osprey in Maine is named after miss carson = Rachel....  
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
That's very fitting! 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
There are schools named after Rachel – everything from Rachel Carson Middle School in Fairfax County, VA to the Rachel 
Carson College at the University of California, Santa Cruz. There are Rachel Carson environmental awards, book awards, 

scholarships, and parks. 
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
She is an idol in the world of environmental activism. She undoubtedly had an everlasting impact on the natural world, both 
before she wrote Silent Spring (she wrote an article on oceanic impacts of climate change in 1951!) and as a result of that 

important piece of research. 
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
If you want to learn more about Rachel Carson, read any of her works, or better understand some of the criticisms 
surrounding her research, I’ve compiled some links for continued reading ... as well as recommending that you read Silent 

Spring, of course! 
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Raina Krasner, WCV:  
http://www.nytimes.com/2012... 
http://www.rachelcarson.org... 

https://www.fws.gov/refuge/... 
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/ame... 
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/ame... 
http://www.newyorker.com/bo... 
http://e360.yale.edu/featur... 
http://www.latimes.com/busi... 
 

Comment From Lydia in VA ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ    
Thanks. I think she was on some TV shoes too--like talk shows. But she was pretty sick then. I will look forward to re reading the 
book. I may as well go to amazonsmile today and order it...since it is national Ready Day! They probably have some used copies  
 

Comment From Lydia in VA ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ    
I meant national Book Lovers day--good day to order a book  
 

Comment From BarbG    
not sure I have read it either so good choice for Book Club  
 

Comment From Jackie in VA    
I've never read Silent Spring. I just ordered it as well as the Book Club book!  
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Excellent! Not a bad well to celebrate the book's 55th anniversary ... and Book Lover's Day! 
 

Comment From BarbG    
Great way to celebrate Book Lovers Day  
 

Comment From Lydia in VA ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ    
Don't buy them all out Jackie! LOL!  
 

Comment From CK in PA    
I haven't read Silent Spring, but will !  
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Great! Thank you all for joining in for class today. 
 

 
Comment From Lydia in VA ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ    
oops. Accidentally hitting send too soon. Thanks for all the links Raina!  
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
No problem ... that first link was to a very interesting article. 
 

Comment From Brenda from Virginia    
Thank you for this series of ladies of conservation and for the links. I'm glad so many who haven't yet read SILENT SPRING are going 
to. It's well worth the time.  
 

Comment From BarbG    
Her other books sound interesting too  
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
I agree -- I'd like to find some of the radio shows she wrote for as well ... I don't think she actually DID the radio, talking part 
.,.. just wrote the copy. 

 

http://www.nytimes.com/2012/09/23/magazine/how-silent-spring-ignited-the-environmental-movement.html
http://www.rachelcarson.org/Bio.aspx
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/Rachel_Carson/about/rachelcarson.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/films/rachel-carson/
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/Rachel-carson-malaria-and-silent-spring/
http://www.newyorker.com/books/page-turner/rachel-carsons-natural-histories
http://e360.yale.edu/features/rachel_carsons_critics_keep_on_but_she_told_truth_about_ddt
http://www.latimes.com/business/hiltzik/la-fi-hiltzik-carson-myth-20170206-story.html
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Comment From BarbG    
thanks for another great class and information  
 

Comment From Mary E in NC    
Thanks, Raina, for a great class - I really enjoyed learning more about Rachel Carson! And now I need to read the book!  
 

Comment From Lydia in VA ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ    
Thanks for the class Raina..off to order books now before Jackie buys them all :-P  
 

Comment From CarolinaGirl    
Rachel Carson had a great impact on our environmental thinking but we still have so much to do.Thanks for a great class Raina. Now 
off to do some book ordering.  
 

Comment From Jackie in VA    
LOL Lydia! I also ordered Misty of Chincoteague. I haven't read that since I was a young child. And now that I live in Virginia.......  
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Good choice! Love those books. 
 

Comment From Kathy in NM 🐦    
Thanks for the links, Raina. This was a perfect topic for our wildlife classroom on Book Lovers Day!  
 

Comment From Jackie in VA    
Thanks Raina! I have lots of reading to do about this fascinating woman!    
 

 


