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Wednesday January 13, 2016 
Comment From Deb in PA  
Oh my, was that yellow tag on cam? Boy, what a growth spurt!  

 
                                
YT the supercub! Yay! They are just about yearlings now! Jan 17 is listed as the median date for cubs born in VA in your FAQ's!  

 
Comment From Sharon in Fl  
Oops. I think I started the crittersitter/critterweather confusion. Thank you critterweather for your reports. Missed you when you 
did not post for a few days recently. @ Lydia @12:11 yes, I saw where you said you were posting to FB and decided to add it to the 
site postings.  

 
Comment From Dave in Missouri  
Is there a class today?  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Yes! At 1:00 p.m. 
 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
It's in the newsflash, posted a reminder earlier ... 
 

 
Comment From Dave in Missouri  
Help me on this one, do woman create more confusion than men?  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Now who is causing confusion :) 
 

 
Comment From BarbG  
ready and waiting for another wonderful class  

 
Comment From Sharon in Fl  
Raina did you order these vultures to arrive just in time for your class?  

 
Comment From Dave in Missouri  
Great, I have one hour to get ready then!  

 
Comment From Dave in Missouri  
:)  
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Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Oh goodness. 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
1:00 p.m. Eastern! Is Missouri in a different time zone? Or planet maybe? 
 

 
                                
Get with it Dave...it is now 1 PM  

 
Comment From CarolinaGirl  
I'm here!! Is it class time??  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
It is! 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Welcome to today’s Wildlife Center Classroom Series. 
 

 
Comment From Hannah Weaver  
Hi,first time doing this!! Should I be hearing sound or is it mostly chatboard  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Hi Hannah! It's mostly just typing, but during this class you'll see some videos and hear some audio clips - so keep your 
speakers on a decent volume. 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
No sounds from the Critter Cams, though. 
 

 
Comment From Dawn Z  
I am looking forward to this discussion..thank you for hosting.  

 
Comment                         
This will be a great prelude to book club in Feb!  

 
Comment From Dave in Missouri  
Im confused!  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Don't be confused! You're here! We're happy you're here. Just stay put. 
 

 
Comment From Dave in Missouri  
Welcome to class Hannah!  

 
Comment From Brenda from Virginia  
Dave, are you doing your GN impersonation today?  

 
                                
I do think perhaps Dave IS on another planet Raina  
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Raina Krasner, WCV:  
:) 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
So, today's class ... 
 

 
 

 
 
                     ๏   ๏)  
HUGS to all here and our kids are somewhat trepidatious about today's classroom series. They have watched crows wait for newly 
fledged birdlings to fly and then chase them down for dinner. I want them to see ALL the aspects of these remarkable birds. Let the 
learning begin!  

 
Comment From CK in Pa  
Here for class.  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Today we’re talking about two well-known “black birds” - Crows and Ravens. 
 

 
Comment From Deb in PA  
Lots of Black Vultures on cam--maybe we should have had class on them! LOL  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Yes, those are the OTHER big black birds. 
 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Crows and ravens, are part of the family Corvidae – the birds that make up this family are known as corvids. 
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Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Aside from crows and ravens, several other groups of birds (including jays, magpies, and rooks) are considered corvids. 
 

 

 
  
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Funny that such bright blue birds are part of the same family as the stark black ravens and crows. 
 

 
Comment From David in VA  
Owls are corvids? Hmmm  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Ha, no but good eye! Owls will come up a bit later though ... for the same reason that Great Horned Owl is probably 
featured on this poster. 

 
Comment                         
nutcrackers too, right?  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Yup! 
 

 
Comment From David in VA  
Ahhh... gotcha  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Corvids can be found across the globe, including North America, South America, Central America, and parts of Africa and 
Europe. 
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Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Because the corvid family is large and extensive, it would be challenging to talk about them all (even broadly) in one class. 
So I chose to focus on North America. 

 
Comment From CarolinaGirl  
Good plan!  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
And then I chose to (mostly) narrow it down even further, to crows and ravens – the infamous “big black birds”. 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
( different big black birds than those big black vultures :) ) 
 

 
Comment From GN  
Must have started early. It is only 12:08.  

 
Comment From Dave in Missouri  
I like GN!:)  

 
                                
Yep, GN and Dave belong together ...on the same planet  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
In North America, we have four types of crows and ravens: 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
The American Crow 
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Raina Krasner, WCV:  
The Fish Crow 
 

 

 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
The Common Raven 
 

 

 
Common Raven, © Chug Von Rospach, CA, April 2007, Cornell's All ABout Birds 
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Raina Krasner, WCV:  
And the Chihuahuan Raven. 
 

 

 
Chihuahuan Raven, © Brian L. Sullivan, TX, Cornell's All About Birds 
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
There is also a bird called the Northwestern Crow, but it’s likely a subspecies of the American Crow, so I’m not breaking it 
our separately in this class. 

 
Comment From Lydia,             
Jaz! The American crow  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Yes! 
 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
That photo is also the larger version of my avatar. 
 

 
                                
and, The Baltimore Ravens!  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Now, if you’re looking at these photos, thinking, “Well, they all look like pretty much the same bird to me!” … you are not 
alone. 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
In fact, two of the most common questions we get at the Wildlife Center about crows and ravens are … 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
How do you tell the difference between crows and ravens? 
 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
And, aren’t crows/ravens really smart? 
 

 
Comment From Dave in Missouri  
They all look pretty much the same to me!  
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Raina Krasner, WCV:  
We’ll get to that second question a little later, but let’s start with identification of crows and ravens. 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
It’s true that these four species of black birds (not to be confused with actual blackbirds, like Red-winged Blackbirds or 
Rusty Blackbirds) look very similar to one another. 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
But if you look closer, and more importantly if you listen more closely, it can be much easier to tell one species from 
another. 

 
Comment From VA Kris  
Beaks and voices  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Yes! 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Let’s start by looking at the American Crow – our very own education crow, Jaz, is a representative of the American Crow 
species. 

 

 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
What a fine crow specimen she is :) 
 

 
Comment From Brenda from Virginia  
Indeed she is!  
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Comment From Dave in Missouri  
cool!  

 
Comment From BarbG  
my first CFC  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
American Crows can be found across the United States and into Canada seasonally. They are a very, very common bird and 
make themselves well-known due to their gregarious behavior (they sometimes hang out in pretty large flocks) and 

vocalizations. 
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Right there, by focusing on behavior you can help yourself in identification. American Crows tend to hang out in big 
(sometimes very big) groups, while other large black birds tend to form smaller groups or simply pairs. 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
So if you see a big group of black birds, and you’re trying to decide if it’s a flock of crows or ravens, it’s crows. (Unless it’s a 
flock of grackles, which is a whole different story :) ) 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
The American Crow is a heavy looking bird with a relatively straight bill. They have long, gray legs and shiny black feathers. 
 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
They rarely glide in flight, instead favoring a methodical flapping. 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Also, you can look at the birds feathers in flight – an American Crow has a blockier tail and more feather “fingers” or 
primary feathers (compared to the slightly smaller Fish Crow) that are easily identified. 

 
Comment From Pat, NJ  
.Holy Moly, confusion reigns here.  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
I know. I feel you. It's confusing. 
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Raina Krasner, WCV:  
This chart from Cornell's All About Birds shows the difference between Fish Crows and American Crows. 
 

 
Comment From                    
Oh yes, the grackles....they are a whole different story. I do not even want to get started on them  

 
Comment From Dave in Missouri  
Doesnt a crow go caw,caw,caw and a Raven just goes caw?  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Kinda? 
 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
American Crows have a distinct and well-known call. 
 

 
Comment From Pat, NJ  
Well, that didn't wake my cats.  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Let's keep trying then. :) 
 

Comment From PaulaR  
hah, had my speaker volume turned up and that made me jump!  

 
Comment From Diane in Waterloo, Ont  
My cats just came running and looking out the window for the crows when I Played that.  

 
Comment From Dawn Z  
me too  
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Comment From Dawn Z  
:)  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Pay remember that call and compare to the other calls later. 
 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Where you live can of course help with identification, too. 
 

 
Comment From Pat, NJ  
Maybe my two kitties are deaf then.  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
The Fish Crow, for example, has a narrower range, living in the southeastern U.S. closer to the coast, and in parts of the 
east coast U.S. 

 
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
So if you’re in Colorado, trying to figure out if you’re looking at a Fish Crow or an American Crow, your location helps you to 
quickly narrow it down. 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
The slightly smaller Fish Crow’s call is described as more nasal. It’s not as rough as the American Crow’s call. 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
(also, I imagine this crow is "saying" something different than the first crow call, so it sounds different for that reason, too). 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
We have both Common Ravens and American Crows in our area (Virginia mountains.) so if you see a big black bird and 
want to identify it … it’s helpful to know a few key distinguishing traits. 

 
Comment From VA Kris  
Ravens sound like a crow w/ sore throat...  

 
Comment From VA Kris  
I have a murder of crows at my house. They chase off the occasional raven that happens by  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Ha. We as I mentioned briefly before, American Crows tend to travel in groups. Common Ravens mostly travel in pairs. 
 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Remember the Raven admitted to the Center in 2014 ? The female was admitted and when released back to the wild, she 
met up with mate almost immediately! 
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Comment From Dave in Missouri  
That was so cool!  

 
Comment From VA Kris  
Wasn't that a marvelous story?  

 
Comment From PaulaR  
yes, that was a magical story!  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
I'm pretty convinced Ravens are magical. 
 

 
Comment From Dawn Z  
She was beautiful...loved seeing her set free and fly into the trees  

 
Comment From BarbG  
that was the coolest story  

 
Comment From CarolinaGirl  
I do remember that. So cool!  

 
Comment From Dawn Z  
Ravens are magickal...  

 
Comment                         
Oh yes! That was such a cool story and release! The Edgar Allen Poe people were there  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Next, there are obvious physical differences between American Crows and Ravens. For one, Ravens are quite a bit larger. 
Ravens are about the size of a Red-tailed Hawk, while American Crows (though they have a pretty large size range) tend to 

be about 1/3 smaller than the raven. 
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Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Look at the wingspan on the raven during release. 
 

 

 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
An American Crow’s wingspan is about 33-40 inches, and the Common Raven’s wingspan is about 46 inches. 
 

 
Comment From rejoyce  
Afternoon all! I'm late and ill scroll back, but had to pop in to say I love corvids!!  

 
Comment From PaulaR  
the "ah ah" in the background I've heard but never that chirping sound...so may never have heard a Fish Crow  

 
Comment From rejoyce  
Wow! I didn't realize their wingspan was so wide!!  

 
Comment From PaulaR  
Raina, many ethnic peoples around the world believe Ravens are magical!  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Paula, we're going to talk about that! Thank you for mentioning it. 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Most of the time you can identify a Raven before you even see the bird. The Common Raven’s call is much more of a deep, 
raspy croak. 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Someone mentioned earlier, sounds like a crow with a cold. 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
I feel like it kind of sounds like a worn out old telephone buzzer or something. Not a bird at all. 
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Comment From BarbG  
my cat is now inspecting the speakers lol  

 
Comment From rejoyce  
You now have the attention of all of my cats!  

 
Comment From VA Kris  
I love that sound  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Me too! 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
We have a pair of ravens behind the Center (you’ve maybe seen them on the Critter Cam). 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
More often than not, I hear them before I see them flying through the trees. But if you do catch a Raven flying, you’ll see 
more of a diamond shaped tail, compared to the blocky tail of a crow. And raven beaks are significantly larger than those of 

crows. I kind of think of them as the equivalent of Roman noses in humans – a higher bridge. 
 
Comment From PaulaR  
Yes, Roman nose is a great description of the "bump" in their beak...very good way to distinguish between them and the slimmer 
billed crows.  

 
Comment From Pat, NJ  
Okay, that's it, either my cats are dead or deaf or comatose.  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
We have more sounds coming up ... maybe move the speaker a little closer to the tiny ears. 
 

 
Comment From rejoyce    
Raina, what is the most common in Virginia? Ravens or crows?  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Crows. Ravens are much more rare in the eastern half of North America. 
 

 
Comment                           
Mine are comatose in front of the fire right now Pat. They are not paying any attention to these sounds  

 
Comment From Pat, NJ    
I'll just turn up the volume.  

 
Comment From CarolinaGirl    
Hey PatNJ....my cats haven't noticed either. Shows how comfy they are with us! :-)  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
And aside from the Common Raven, there is the Chihuahuan Raven. These birds have a territory through Mexico into the 
southwestern U.S. 
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Chihuahuan Raven, © Brian L. Sullivan, TX, Cornell's All About Birds 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
(he looks so stately in this photo!) 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
These ravens, while still larger than American or Fish Crows, are a bit smaller than Common Ravens – they have a wingspan 
of about 41-43 inches. 

 
Commen                            
And yes, we do often see the Ravens at the Center eating in the Bear Yard  

 
Comment From Diane in Waterloo, Ont    
Raina: Is the fish crow a warmer weather bird? I haven't heard of them here in Southern Ontario  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Yes, Diane. You wouldn't have them near you. 
 

 
Comment From PaulaR    
...Chihuahua Raven...very small bird or last seen flying off clutching a small dog in its claws? (sorry...joke)  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Ha, well they aren't raptors! So likely wouldn't steal a small dog. 
 

 
Comment                           
This is the first time I have heard of Chihuahuan Raven.  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
These Ravens also have a bit of unique feather coloration. Cornell’s All About Birds website says, “The bases of neck and 
body feathers of a Chihuahuan Raven are white, not gray like those of other American crows and ravens. The white is 

difficult to see in the field, and is only revealed by wind blowing the feathers, or when a bird fluffs its feathers to display at another 
raven https://www.allaboutbirds.o... 

 

https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Chihuahuan_Raven/lifehistory
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Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Again, location is a key in telling the difference between the two Ravens – Common Ravens can be found throughout the 
western portion of the U.S. and a large portion of Canada, into Mexico and Central America.  

 
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
They have some isolated populations in mountainous areas on the east coast (including our little slice of heaven in the Blue 
Ridge mountains!). 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
So ... crow/raven IDing ... 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
… to break it down simply ... 
 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Crows: Smaller, medium-sized bills, blockier tails, “caw” 
Ravens: Larger, large bills, diamond-shaped tails, and raspy croaks 

 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
And as always, location plays a role. 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Does that help with IDing a little? 
 

 
Comment From David in VA    
Someone just poked their head in my office and ask if I had my window open.  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Ha! 
 

 
Comment From David in VA    
Yes, very much  

 
Comment From Dawn Z    
Yes...thank you.  

 
Comment From VA Kris    
Yeah! That's terrific  

 
Comment From PaulaR    
yes, thanks!  
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
There's more! 
 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
So crows and ravens have a very important role in the ecosystem. They are foragers and scavengers, omnivorous, and very 
resourceful birds. 
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Raina Krasner, WCV:  
It’s really hard to pin down the diet of these corvids – they truly eat one of most diverse diets in all the species. They eat 
berries, insects, nuts, fish, spent grain, carrion, eggs, vulnerable young animals, plants … 

 
Comment From David in VA    
Does the fish crow eat fish primarily?  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Not primarily necessarily, but they would eat fish. They are known for living in or near wetlands, more often than American 
Crows. 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
It's interesting how they filled a little niche there - many wetland birds are pretty specialized eaters, and crows are far from 
it! 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
American Crows are known for raiding nests, and ravens will occasionally attack newborn animals, especially farm animals 
that are generally less adept at defending against predators. 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Crows aren’t quite as good at eating carrion (because of their size and beak shape) but they do. Ravens are often seen 
hunting with other animals (notably wolves) or following the sounds of gun to find carcasses left behind by hunters. 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
The other day, someone posted this photo on the Peregrine Fund’s Facebook page. 
 

 

 
Common Raven, Bald Eagle, Red-tailed Hawk - The Peregrine Fund 
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Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Notice the Bald Eagle, Raven, and Red-tailed Hawk all feasting on hunting leftovers … relatively peaceably. Well, the other 
photos showed a couple of scuffles between the hawk and eagle, the Raven smartly staying out of the mix. 

 
Comment From VA Kris    
They LOVE baby chicks  
 

Comment From Pat, NJ    
Excuse me while I clean my brain off the keyboard after the explosion of information.  

 
Comment From VA Kris    
What a dinner party!  
 

 
Comment From rejoyce    
With that kind of diet, it's no wonder they are so important! What's the main part of their diet whose consumption helps be 
controlled by corvids?  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Well, I'd say it's a lot of leftovers. Stuff that would rot and spoil and spread bacteria. 
 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
But they eat seeds and nuts, so they help with dissemination. 
 

 
Comment From PaulaR    
The crows in my yard warn the other birds of hawks and owls, but they are serious nest predators themselves...  

 
Comment                           
No wonder those Ravens love the bear yards. They have found their own slice of heaven there give their diet.  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
That photo above is a good reminder about why responsible hunting is so very important – scavenging animals eat the 
carcasses leftover by hunters, and if those carcasses have lead buckshot or a bullet in them, it can contaminate the meat 

and make the scavenging animals very sick, birds in particular. Hunters are encouraged to hide away or haul away carcasses, 
disposing of them so the birds can’t get to them. Or better yet, use copper ammunition! 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
(have to plug that in there!) 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Corvids are part of nature’s clean up (in part) because they eat the leftovers. They even help to “clean up” the bear 
leftovers at the Center. Bears don’t seem to mind sharing. 

  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VsCvvpLcV8g 
 

Comment From rejoyce    
So they really play an important role!!  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
We’ve talked about how crows hang out in groups, and how ravens hunt and scavenge with other animals, but corvids 
don’t get along with all members of the animal kingdom (although they made friends with the bears here!) 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VsCvvpLcV8g
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Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Crows in particular are known for “mobbing” raptors, like hawks and owls. Crows and raptors go back and forth, raiding 
each other’s nests and hunting each other’s young. 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
If you ever hear a very vocal group of crows, take a look around for an owl or a hawk. It’s possible, even likely, that the 
crows are “mobbing” and trying to scare off the offending raptor. 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
David in VA - that's why the Great Horned Owl was featured on that poster earlier! 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
When we release hawks or owls, we often take a look around just to make sure there isn’t a big, obvious group of crows 
into which we’d release an unsuspecting raptor. Still, at releases there are occasionally groups of crows that come out of 

the “woodwork” and chase off the raptor! 
 
Comment From David in VA    
Gotcha..  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
On the other hand … I once saw a crow fly over head with something fluffy in its mouth. And not far behind that crow … 
was a big Great Horned Owl! I think the crow raided the wrong nest that day… 

 
Comment From PaulaR    
Yep! every year when the Red Tail Hawks in my neighborhood fledge, the crows take off after them, hollering and carrying on, 
circling them as they crouch in a tree looking big but bewildered.  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
So crows and raptors sometimes have rivalries. They don’t always get along. 
 

 
Comment From rejoyce    
Do they ever take over the nests of other birds?  
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Hmm. I don't actually know. I'd have to look into that. 
 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
I think that they are more likely to just use their own nest year after year. 
 

 
Comment From VA Kris    
Remember releasing the Golden Eagle a couple of years ago on Afton Mtn? Crows showed up right away to "escort her"/  

 
Comment From Candice VaBch    
The crows are mobbing Dad NBG alot here.  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Likewise, humans seem to be pretty ambivalent about crows and ravens– people have feared them, people have loved 
them, people have worshiped them, and people have culled them. 

 
Comment From rejoyce    
Raina, are ravens and crows particular favorites of yours?  
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Raina Krasner, WCV:  
I do really like them. At the end of class, I'll share a book I read about crows when I was little that made me really 
appreciate them. 

 
Comment From Diane in Waterloo, Ont    
The American Crows we have at our cottage, just sit in the trees and caw. Most annoying, especially early in the morning.  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
They are certainly loud! And can form some big groups. 
 

 
Comment From rejoyce    
Okay, great!! :)  

 
Comment                           
O Do Know the corvids, particularly crows and ravens, are VERY smart and have excellent memories and large brains for a bird  

 
Comment From Dave in Missouri    
Very smart birds for sure!  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Yes! Crows and Ravens are generally considered one of the most intelligent wild animals, which often makes them a 
subject of awe with humans. 

 
Comment From Hannah Weaver    
diane maybe they are just wishing you a good morning!  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Crows have been the subject of many experiments and have showed a great aptitude for making and using tools, solving 
multi-step problems, and remembering people and sounds. 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Warning: the next chunk of class is pretty video heavy! So if you're at work, of if you have sleeping kitties nearby, you may 
need to lower the volume. 

 
Comment From Diane in Waterloo, Ont    
Thanks Hannah: They just do it for too long and very loudly.  

 
Comment From rejoyce    
They should really be respected for the role they play AND for their intelligence!  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Here is a video exhibiting the problem solving skills of crows. 
 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s2IBayVsbz8 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
One person called this, "the crow's casual understanding of water displacement" which I thought was cute. 
 

 
Comm                              
I love these vids!  

 
Comment From rejoyce    
If a comparison could be done, I wonder how their IQ would compare with that of humans?  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s2IBayVsbz8
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Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Some scientists have equated it to that of a five year old human, but I think it really is more complex than just an age 
comparison. 

 
Comment From VA Kris    
Amazing, aren't they?  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Here is a video showing how crows will sometimes drop nuts into streets, waiting for cars to drive over them and crush the 
shell that the birds can’t penetrate with their own beaks. BUT it gets better. Then, they use the crosswalk and wait until it’s 

safe to walk out into the street. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HdAlnMrB_Pg 
 
Comment From Candice VaBch    
That's amazing  

 
Comment From CarolinaGirl    
A five year old couldn't figure that out!  
 

Comment From Guest    
sorry to interrupt, will this class be archived?  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Yup! 
 

 
Comment From David in VA    
WOW!!!  
 

Comment From VA Kris    
I've seen them do that too.  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Even more amazing ... they can figure out speed limits! 
 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
So they know how fast cars generally go on a road, and how quickly they need to get out of the way. 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Pay attention on your side streets - they take longer to get out of the way because cars tend to go slower. But busier 
streets, the speed is less predictable. 

 
Comment From VA Kris    
and the walk/don't walk signs  

 
Comment       w          ♥       ♥             ♥       ♥       ♥          
that is adorable! and very clever!  

 
Comment From Dawn Z    
Amazing...these creatures of the night..  

 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HdAlnMrB_Pg
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Raina Krasner, WCV:  
They are actually diurnal, despite having the camouflage for a nocturnal animal. 
 

 
Comment From PaulaR    
the ones who can't figure it out get removed from the gene pool pretty quickly...  

 
Comment                           
Their intlligence is rather mind bobbling.  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
They really are resourceful birds … 
 

 

 
Photograph by Phoo Chan, Media Drum World - Nat Geo 
 
Comment From CarolinaGirl    
I have had to slow down waiting for crows to clear the road.  

 
Comment       w          ♥       ♥             ♥       ♥       ♥          
mass transit! hee hee  

 
Comment From Guest    
that a fake  

 
Comment From VA Kris    
You know, I figured that was photoshopped...it's real?  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
http://news.nationalgeograp... 
 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Started off as an attack ... that quickly turned to hitchhiking? 
 

http://news.nationalgeographic.com/2015/06/150702-crow-rides-bald-eagle-animal/
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Comment                           
Hitching a ride! LOL  

 
Comment From Candice VaBch    
You think Buddy would take Jaz for a ride? LOL  
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Ha. I do not think so ... 
 

 
Comment       w          ♥       ♥             ♥       ♥       ♥          
I've seen many pix of birds on eagle's backs. Eagles do not seem to mind these hitchhikers  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Here's another video I found interesting. 
 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Crows using vending machines ... 
 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1qSsVBPh9Lo 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
It's kind of a long video, but this is one of a few videos I've seen. The crows collect change and deposit it in the slot ... they 
get a treat! 

 
Comment From David in VA    
This one is better too if you click on the YouTube logo and see it there.  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Yes, larger scale. I agree. 
 

 
Comment From BarbG    
very cool  

 
Comment From Brenda from Virginia    
I don't think Buddy Airlines would feature friendly skies for Jaz.  

 
Comment From VA Kris    
Oh, I am totally going to build one of these vending machines  

 
Comment From rejoyce    
I meant that I wondered if a numerical comparison could be made. For instance, if they have the IQ similar to a human with 140, 
etc.  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Ah, gotcha. 
 

 
Comment                           
I think in reading this next month's book club The author said Crows are often called feathered apes. Because their intelligence is on 
par with the ape  
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1qSsVBPh9Lo
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Raina Krasner, WCV:  
PBS had an episode dedicated to crows’ intelligence. If you have the time to watch it at some point, I do recommend it. 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/nat... 
 

 
Comment From Lydi                 
I am going to bookmark that link and watch it later  

 
Comment From Dawn Z    
I have read that Ravens remember who have been kind to them...  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Yes! 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Crows are great at remembering faces and voices. Remember the story of the little girl who received gifts from her local 
crows because she was kind? 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
http://www.bbc.com/news/mag... 
 

 
Gifts from Crows, BBC.com 
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Not to be confused with the book "Gifts from Crows". These are literal gifts, given by crows. 
 

 
Comment From VA Kris    
My crows bring me presents...bottle caps and interesting roots.  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Our own education American Crow, Jaz, is known for being quite picky about the people she likes. You sometimes have to 
work for her affection. I know I did! She likes when people bring her gifts or make cooing and clicking noises at her. 

  

https://youtu.be/QgmAaZo9N8M 
 

http://www.pbs.org/wnet/nature/a-murder-of-crows-full-episode/5977/
http://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-31604026
https://youtu.be/QgmAaZo9N8M
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Comment From Hannah Weaver    
Raina,is it ravens or crows that can mimic words? or both?  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Both! Crows and ravens can mimic many sounds, including human voices and noises. 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
This captive White-necked Raven was taught to mimic several words and sounds. 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AfsnHVaScjg 
  

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
I told you ... lots of videos! 
 

 
Comment                           
Cute!  
 

Comment From Brenda from Virginia    
The videos are great!  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Aside from being so intelligent, they are very playful animals. Ravens, for one, LOVE playing in the snow. 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gjgpenWavO8 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Eg8_9Lv4lxM 
  

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
I mean, he is rolling down the hill! How adorable is that? 
 

 
Comment From VA Kris    
What a kid.  

 
Comment From Guest    
awww  
 

Comment From CarolinaGirl    
Gotta love these birds!  
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
And then there is this one ... 
 
  
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Who makes a snowball. And plays with it. 
 

 
Comment From Pat, NJ    
I'll take one of those,  
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AfsnHVaScjg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gjgpenWavO8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Eg8_9Lv4lxM
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Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Snowball? 
 

 
Comment From Dawn Z    
Love it.... how long is this class?  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Until about 2:30. 
 

 
Comment From BarbG    
just amazing birds  
 

Comment From Brenda from Virginia    
Crows use car windshields and hoods for sledding too: https://www.youtube.com/wat...  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Seriously, you can search for “raven in snow” videos on YouTube and you’ll just be overwhelmed. 
 

 
Comment                           
I know we are focusing on North America...but I thought it was fascinating when I visited the Tower of London to learn they keep 6 
Ravens in residence at all time/ It is believed Ravens at the Tower prevent the Fall of the Empire.  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Yes, that's another one of the videos I came across! Very cool. 
 

 
Comment From Brenda from Virginia    
He made a better snowball that I do!  

 
Comment From PaulaR    
that's pretty amazing...making a tool is one thing...making a toy is a whole different magnitude of intelligence!  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Oh and a couple of you already know my next video ... 
 

 
Comment                           
Oh, that reminds me....I remember seeing a vid of crows sleding off a snowy roof. Over and over again. Playtime!  

 
Comment From PaulaR    
There's a video of a Russian crow riding a bottle cap down a snowy roof!  

  
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
This crow stepped it up a notch and got himself a sled. 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3dWw9GLcOeA 
 
Comment                           
Yes!Thats the one!  

 
Comment From Candice VaBch    
Too cute  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i_ta33bMB70
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3dWw9GLcOeA
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Comment From PaulaR    
love it!  

 
Comment                           
I have to watch these vids over again later. They really are fascinating  

 
Comment From VA Kris    
Do not try this without wings...  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Corvids are also pretty mischievous … this crow is harassing an outdoor cat that is stalking a few Rock Doves. 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gt28tX_2Pi0 
  

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
I love when he “acts casual”. Like, “I’m not going to peck your tail. Just minding my own business.” 
 

 
Comment                           
Ha ha ha! See what can happen to outoorr cats? And yet there are stories out there about crows bonding with cats  

 
Comment From PaulaR    
and cat is like "I didn't really want those pigeons, just doing my toilette here..."  
 

Comment From Guest    
surpsrise cat didnt get it  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
The crow took a calculated risk, I guess! 
 

 
Comment From Candice VaBch    
Funny but, shouldn't that cat be indoors?  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Yes! I think the crow agrees - he doesn't like him stalking the pigeons. 
 

 
Comment       w          ♥       ♥             ♥       ♥       ♥          
LOL! I thought squirrels were nervy! You know that cat is thinking, come on, make my day..  

 
Comment From rejoyce    
Lydia, another part of that legend is that they would keep the ravens wings clipped at the Tower of London so that they couldn't 
leave. They believed that the Tower would fall if there weren't ravens there.  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
That actually leads into this next part ... the mythology behind corvids. Their mischievous streak may have something to do 
with their reputation in the mythology of many cultures. 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Several indigenous cultures in the Pacific Northwest of North America believe that ravens are trickster gods. Often in these 
mythologies, the birds are known to be sly, cunning, and clever, if a bit selfish. 

 
Comment                           
I saw the ravens at the Tower rejoyce. They even have their own caretaker.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gt28tX_2Pi0
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Comment From PaulaR    
Bringer of Fire, Thief of the Sun!  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
In other cultures, they see black birds like crows and ravens as bad omens. But other cultures saw them as good omens. So 
no consensus there! 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Ravens are often seen as messengers, including in early American literature – who’s thinking what I’m thinking? 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
“Once upon a midnight dreary, while I pondered, weak and weary …” 
 

 
Comment From PaulaR    
Quoth the Raven, Never More?  
 

Comment From Brenda from Virginia    
Poe's famous poem!  
 

Comment From rejoyce    
POE  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Yes! 
 

 

 
The Raven by Edgar Allen Poe 
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Comment From VA Kris    
Yeah...Poe had a thing  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Ha. Yup, a thing. 
 

 
Comment From rejoyce    
Quoth the raven "Nevermore"  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
They have also been the subject of a number of “nature journal” type books, particularly those written by Bernd Heinrich – 
Mind of the Raven and Ravens in Winter. 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Both of which I have on my nightstand right now! 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
But beyond the heavy reading ... One of my favorite books growing up was the Rainbow Crow. Has anyone else read this 
book? 

 

 
Rainbow Crow 
 
Comment From PaulaR    
No...that looks like a beautiful book, Raina!  
 

Comment From rejoyce    
Beautiful!!  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
It's such a great kid's book. 
 

 
Comment From VA Kris    
No...but I was a kid a long, long time ago.  
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Raina Krasner, WCV:  
:) 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Of course, our book club next month is focused on crows – Gifts of the Crow. 
 

 

 
Gifts of the Crow 
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
http://wildlifecenter.org/n... 
 

 
Comment From PaulaR    
will head over to smile.amazon.com as soon as class is voer...  
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Speaking of stories … does anyone have any stories to share about crows or ravens to finish up class? 
 

 
Comment From rejoyce    
I'm reading it now :)  

 
Comment                           
There was the story in Gifts of the Crow about a crow who was kind and fed them and also which group of students had banded him 
for ID in the past, So he always went to greet the girl who treated him but when he would see one of the students who had caught 
and banded him he would call to his buddies and they would mob those students. The author was talking about memory and face 
recognition I believe  

 
Comment From Dawn in VB    
when I was growing up, there were a pair of crows in a popular tree by our house. I always found them fascinating. I agree with 
Lydia, not thrilled with Krackles.  

 
Comment                           
I meant a girl who was kind to the crow. Not a crow who was kind the them--lol  

 

http://wildlifecenter.org/news_events/news/wildlife-book-club
http://smile.amazon.com/
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Comment From Dawn Z    
When I was a little girl, I learned how to to Crow Calls, and when I did it one day, a murder of crows came flocking to my back yard 
and landed in the tall pine trees. Caw caw...  

 
Comment From PaulaR    
When I visited Sitka, Alaska, I was "picked up" by a trio of Ravens who followed me as I walked all over the town...was fascinating. 
They were waiting for me in the town square the next morning when I set out on foot again. They just followed and grokked from 
roofs.  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Ha, so cool! 
 

 
Comment From VA Kris    
The crows at my house roost in the tree outside my window. They know when I wake up and start chatting right away. They know 
I'm coming out to fill the feeder soon.  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
One of my favorite raven memories is watching them “windsurf” off the mountains. On certain days, when the 
temperature and wind are just right, you can catch the Ravens dive bombing and sailing through the air … just having so 

much fun! I had a little Raven buddy for a bit in the early summer last year – gave me motivation to hike in the morning to catch a 
glimpse of him! 

 
Comment From Pat, NJ    
Is the reason Jaz is non releaseable because of imprinting, or a physical impairment> I know he came from another facility but don't 
remember seeing the reason he was kept.  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Yes, Jaz was imprinted on humans. 
 

 
Comment From Hannah Weaver    
sorry for repetitive question,is it only when they are in captivity they learn to use words really then?  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
I'd say that's when it's most beneficial (the treats they get!) for them to learn human words. But it does serve a purpose, 
I'm sure. The ability to mimic other sounds. 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
A purpose in the wild, I mean. 
 

 
Comment From Dawn Z    
Raina, I have to hop now. Thank you for a great session...this was quite fun.. Good Job!  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Thanks for joining us today! And check out the book for next month's book club. More crow talk! 
 

 
Comment From Brenda from Virginia    
When I was young, a neighbor rescued a young crow after a bad storm. That crow learned words and tricks and showed me how 
intelligent these birds are. None of us had a clue that keeping him was illegal. He had a long, pampered life and seemed content--
never failed to come back when allowed to fly free.  

 
Comment From Dawn in VB    
In May, I did see the Ravens at the Tower of London.  
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Comment                           
I have heard stories of crows taking clothes pins off clothes lines. As a prank? or did they like the clothespins? Now I cannot 
remember where I read it. It may have even been from reading Gift of the Crows. I know there as the story in there about crows 
taking the rubber off car windshield wipers  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Oh the windshield wiper thing is pretty popular with birds, including vultures! 
 

 
Comment From David Shellenberger    
Thank you!  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Thanks for joining us, David! 
 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Well, I'm so glad I had a chance to share some cool videos and photos with you today. 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Enjoy your afternoon, and "see" you again soon! 
 

 
Comment From rejoyce    
Yes, thanks Raina! Great class, as always :)  

 
Comment From CarolinaGirl    
Thanks Raina. Great class! Looking forward to book club and discussing Gifts of the Crows.  

 
Comment From PaulaR    
Like your windsurfing story, Raina!  
 

Comment From BarbG    
It was wonderful as usual-learned a lot thanks  

 
Comment From VA Kris    
Tell me you've seen the video of the crow who unlatches the dog's gate...when the dog leaves the yard, the crow eats his food. Too 
Funny  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Haven't seen it. I'll have to check it out! 
 

 
Comment From Brenda from Virginia    
This has been a marvelous class. Thank you very much, Raina!  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Bye! 
 

 
Comment From Pat, NJ    
Super class today even tho my brain exploded.  
 

Comment From CK in Pa    
Thanks Raina  
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Comment From VA Kris    
Bye Raina. Thanks for a terrific class today  

 
Comment From PaulaR    
Thank you, Raina, this was a fun and educational class!  
 

Comment From David in VA    
Very informative Raina, thank you so much.  

 
 


