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Cam in the Classroom: 
Mrs. Matheson’s Class 

 Desert Valley Elementary, Bullhead City, AZ 
 

 

Friday September 19, 2014 
Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
Okay, I think we're ready for an "egg-citing" class today! 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Great! Well, welcome, everyone! 
 

 
Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
1. How much does Grayson weigh? Is she putting any weight on for winter? 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
645 grams … yes, she IS putting on weight … too much! Diet time! 
 

 
Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
2. Does Grayson get "chick Wednesday" like the other raptors? 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Yes, she does! Chicks are on the menu for Wednesdays. It’s good to provide a varied diet! 
 

 
Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
Shouldn't she be putting weight on for winter? 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
A little bit is okay ... but not this much! We want to keep the birds healthy and fit! 
 

 
Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
3. We noticed you said "We saved one egg," last time we were on. We're inferring that Grayson has laid more than one egg. How 
many eggs has she laid? 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Oh, good inference! She laid two eggs last year and two this year. 
 

 
Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
4. What did you do with the rest of the eggs she laid? would you have eaten them? 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
No, we didn’t eat the eggs – that’s probably illegal for us to do since eggs, nests, and feathers are protected under the 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act! 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
One egg broke last year, and I’m not sure what we did with the eggs this year – disposed of them or could have fed them to 
a patient! 

 
Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
Did you hear the collective "What!" from here? 

 
Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
5. How old was she when she laid her first egg? 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
It was last spring – she was three years old. 
 

 
Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
If they are protected, why can you feed them to a patient? 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We can''t take/keep them for personal (human) use ... but there's nothing that stops snakes or opossums or other 
predators from eating wild bird eggs! 

 
Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
6. Did she lay the egg in a nest? 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
No, she’s never made a nest in her enclosure – but this year she did lay one egg in her water bowl! 
 

 
Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
7. What color was the egg? In the photo is looks brown and blue? 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
They are a cream-colored, but can also appear blue-ish. They have brown markings that vary by the egg! 
 

 
Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
She was probably using her water bowl as a nest (lots of chuckling from here as well.) 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Right -- a substitute nest ... I guess the next best thing with no actual nest. 
 

 
Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
8. Why/What color makes the color of the shell? Why aren't all eggs white like the ones we buy in the store? 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Basically, it comes down to genetics – different species have different colors and markings on their eggs. If you buy chicken 
eggs from the store, most are white -- they come from one breed of chicken that is made to lay a lot of white eggs. If you 

get your eggs from other types of chickens, you might get brown, or blue, or green eggs! 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Interestingly enough, in wild birds, the cavity nesters usually have plain white eggs while birds that nest in the open (like on 
the ground in open fields) have very speckled eggs. Do you know why that might be? 

 
Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
For camouflage! 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Exactly! 
 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Broad-winged Hawks aren’t ground-nesters, but they do have “open” nests – so the markings on the eggs help them stay a 
little more hidden. 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
And apparently the thought is that the white eggs in cavities are a little more easy for the parents to see in the enclosed 
dark space. Cool, huh? 

 
Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
We've learned about animal (and plant) adaptations for survival. 
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Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
9. Have any other ambassadors ever laid an egg? 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We had a former education cornsnake (Cornelius) that laid some “surprise” eggs (we thought she was a boy before that). 
Our former education Broad-winged Hawk Kettler also laid eggs every year. 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We’ve also had education animals that make nests – Junior, our former Golden Eagle (a male) was a big nest-maker … and 
Scarlette, a former Red-tailed Hawk, also made nests in her enclosure (but never laid eggs). 

 

 
 

Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
10. When did the Wildlife Center get started? 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
In November 1982 – almost 32 years ago! 
 

 
Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
11. What was the very first patient at WCV? 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Our first five patients were two Barred Owls, a gull, a Red-shouldered Hawk, and a Red-tailed Hawk. 
 

 
Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
12. How many patients do you guys have at WCV? 

 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We’ve treated more than 65,000 patients since 1982. These days we treat about 2,500 each year. 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Right now we have 84 patients – it isn’t as busy in the hospital right now as it is in May and June, when we might have 
more than 200 patients here.  

 
At that time of year we have a lot of young animals – opossums and rabbits and fawns birds. Now we’re getting out of baby season 
and into raptor season. 

 
Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
And that RTHA is the logo as well, correct? 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Yes, the first Red-tailed Hawk admitted to the Wildlife Center was non-releasable -- and became our first education animal, 
RT. 

 

 
Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
13. How many animals have been on camera? 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Hmm, that’s a good question! We’ve really had a lot in the past three years – many eagles, hawks, owls, falcons, bears, 
foxes, vultures … maybe 100? 

 
Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
14. Does Wilson eat invertebrates? What kinds? 

 

 
Wilson the Eastern Box Turtle 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Yes, Wilson eats earthworms and mealworms. 
 

 
Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
15. What do you feed the owls? 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Mice or rats -- depending on the size of the owl! 
 

 
Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
The question is being asked "What are mealworms?" 

 

 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Mealworms! Mmmmm ... 
 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
They are the larvae form of the mealworm beetle -- so they grow up to be beetles. 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We go through them here at the Center by the thousands ... on a regular basis. Lots of animals eat them! 
 

 
Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
16. How old is Pignoli and how did she lose her eye? 
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Pignoli the Eastern Screech-Owl 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Pignoli is at least 11 years old – she came in to us as an adult. We think she flew into a train because she was found injured 
beside some railroad tracks. She had head trauma and a very bad eye injury. 

 
Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
17. Why did you have to take Pignoli's eye out? (what did you do with it?) 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Her eye was very badly injured, so the vets took it out so it wouldn’t cause Pignoli pain and so it wouldn’t get infected. We 
disposed of it -- it was not really intact anymore! 

 
Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
18. Why is Gus there? 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Gus is human-imprinted. She was found as a baby and kept as a pet – which is illegal! Basically, she relates more closely to 
humans than owls – so we can’t release her back into the wild.  

 

 
 
Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
Would Grayson eat mealworms? 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Hmm, I'm not sure! Maybe we'll try and see. Broad-winged Hawks do have a pretty broad diet -- and do eat some 
invertebrates sometimes. 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
So, I have a few photos to share with you guys -- Grayson has been busy going out on programs lately. 
 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Last weekend, she went to "hawk watch" with Raina -- they did a birds of prey program at an open house on top of the 
mountain, where lots of people gather to watch the birds migrate right through our area. 

 

 
 



Cam in the Classroom: Mrs. Matheson’s Class Page 9 
 

 
 

 
Raina and Grayson at Hawkwatch, photo by Judy Loope 
 

Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
(I don't think Ms. Bennett's class is happy with us - they're right next door to us and there is lots of excitement with our "field trip" 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Ha! 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Also -- 
 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Grayson got a special delivery the other week ... 
 

 

 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Letters to Grayson! 
 

 
Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
We were wondering about the two turtles also reading. . . 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
They were being helpful ... holding down the papers for us. It was a breezy day. :) 
 

 
Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
The reason so many questions about some other ambassadors is that the class sit at tables and have an ambassador as a 'team 
leader' - Ruby, Pogo, Pig, Edie, and Wilson. The teacher has Gus at her reading table. 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Yay, team leaders! 
 

 
Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
And the teacher knows that it is Miss Shelly's hand in the glove. 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Yes! 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I thought I'd also share with everyone some photos of Sunrise Elementary's backyard habitat ... 
 

 

 
 

 
 
Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
I'm supposed to tell you that Mrs. Trujillo's 1st grade has Emma's cousin, Stone (they have a Russian tortoise) 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Emma says hi to Stone! 
 

Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
We're very proud of the hard work Miss Patty did with our habitat. We're hoping to make more around the school. 
 
Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
I think we're at the end of our class. How many people joined us for our egg-citing session? 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
69 people here right now. 
 

 
                     ๏   ๏)  
WE DID Ms. M!Waving hello to Ms. M's class from our 19 special needs kids and thanking you all and our intrepid Amazing Amanda 
for a wonderful session, as always! HUGS to every one in CN/EN/BN as well! Have a great week end all! 

 
Comment From Lydia, PA ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ ♥  
I think the habitat you created is fantastic. Kudos to Ms Patty for all her help! 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
And I just want to make sure that you also have Grayson's newest (glamor) shots -- 
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Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
Do you have a photo of Emma available to show us? 

 

 
Emma 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I heard it's Twin's Day too out there! 
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Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
Lots and lots of twins here today!!! 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Thanks, class -- we didn't have time to talk about your book that you're reading, but I hope you are enjoying it! 
 

 
Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
We're almost finished - last chapter. We hope Gunnar eventually learns not to keep wild animals for pets! 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I won't give away the ending. It's a good book! 
 

 
Comment From Deb in SD  
Ohh-what book are they reading?? 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
"We Can't All Be Rattlesnakes". 
 

 
Comment From Lydia, PA ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ ♥  
That is such a great book 

 
Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
We have about 15 minutes before recess so I'm going to be brave and let them type to you. 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Oh, recess! Maybe you'll see some wildlife outside. 
 

 
Comment From Guest  
Hi. 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Hi! 
 

Comment From adam  
hi \ 

 
Comment From matt m  
hy 

 
Comment From mike mrs.m class  
hi 

 
Comment From jace  
What are u doing 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Talking to you guys! :) 
 

 
Comment From kim matheson  
how is pignole 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Great! Maybe a little grumpy. She just had a beak trim today. 
 

 

 
Hello! 

Comment From adam  
good after n oon 

 
Comment From chloe  
How are you? 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I'm good, thank you! 
 

 
Comment From gina sunrise school  
hi um grayson is so cute and ruby 
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Ruby the Red-tailed Hawk 
 

Comment From DAWNTYE  
Hi how is it there? 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Good! Kind of chilly, but it's nice! 
 

 
Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
Adan's sister Adoraly told me this morning that she's seen Buttercup's cousin! lol 

 
Comment From gina sunrise school  
think you for the pitchers 

 
Comment From CODY M  
Hi Grayson and Amanda 

 
Comment From jace  
is taht grayson 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
That last photo was Ruby. 
 

 
Comment From mike mrs.m class  
how is pogo 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Doing well! 
 

 
Comment From lahna  
how are you and grayson doing 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We're both good! Grayson went to college this morning with Raina! 
 

 
Comment From matt m  
have a turtle ever laid a egg 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Yes! 
 

 

 
Newest addition. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
That's a baby snapping turtle that hatched from an egg! 
 

 
Comment From Moses mrs.M  
How old is Grayson 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Grayson is four years old. 
 

 
Comment From emily mrs.ms class  
hello 

 
Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
It was during her brother's soccer game! (she's in 3rd grade) 

 
Comment From Jacob  
Why did you stareted the wcv 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Ed Clark started the Wildlife Center because wild animals needed help -- when people found injured wildlife, they didn't 
know what to do with them. And most of the local vets didn't know what to do either! 

 
Comment From DAWNTYE  
I WANT RT 

 
Comment From Adan M.MS  
is dr.Dave reading the same book 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Hmm, I'm not sure if he read that book! I'll have to ask. 
 

 
Comment From jeromy from mrs.matheson class  
What time is it over their? 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
It is 2:57 p.m. here. 
 

Comment From chelsea  
what did pig look like when she had her eye took out. 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Probably about the same as she does now, once everything healed! 
 

 

 
Pignoli, the Eastern Screech-owl 
 

Comment From kim matheson  
how is wilson and pogo 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Both are good! Hanging out at the Center today. 
 

 
Comment From gina sunrise school  
we all love grayson 

 
Comment From chloe matheson  
How long have you worked there 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I have worked here for 13 years. 
 

 
Comment From DAWNTYE  
I WANT TO LIVE IN VIGINA. 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Come on over, it's nice! 
 

 
Comment From CODY M  
Good job Grayson and Amanda 

 
Comment From lahna  
what grade is grayson in 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Hmm! Well, hawks don't have to go to school like humans do ... so it's hard to say! 
 

Comment From Jacob math.  
how are you 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Good, thank you! 
 

 
Comment From Mykaela  
Mrs.Amanda,can you please tell us how Grayson fell out of her nest 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I'm not sure, since I wasn't there -- but one guess is that she was the smallest hawk in the nest, and her siblings pusher her 
out (not very nice!) 

 
Comment From matt m  
who is the best dr 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Oh, that's a hard question!! 
 

 
Comment From gina matheson  
how is pogo 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Doing well -- resting today! 
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Comment From DAWNTYE  
I love vigina now. 

 
Comment From Mrs. Mathesons 4th grade  
We're going to start wrapping it up - we need to refresh our screens as not all the photos posted. Then off to recess. 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Bye everyone - thanks for your great questions! Have fun at recess! 
 

 
Comment From chloe matheson  
I want to go there 

 
Comment From adam  
by im going to leave 

 
Comment From gina sunrise school  
tell grayson i said hi 

 
Comment From mike mrs.m class  
bye 

 
Comment From CODY M  
BY 

 
Comment From lahna  
goodbye 

 
Comment From jacob math  
by 

 
Comment From adam  
ok by 

 
Comment From adam  
take to you later 
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Comment From Mykaela  
How many times does Grayson molt each year 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Just once! 
 

 
Comment From Adan M.MS  
hAS ButterCup laed an egg 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
No -- Buttercup is a boy! 
 

 
Comment From chloe matheson  
bye 

 
Comment From kim  
how did buttercup get his name 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
The place he lived before he came here named him. Guess they just liked the name! 
 

 
Comment From Deb in SD  
Being here with you all is my recess! Got to get back to cleaning and washing soon. 

 
Comment From Lydia, PA ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ ♥  
Bye class! Great questions as always. Wishing you a nice vacation or break coming up 

 
Comment From BarbG  
love the wildlife habitat Mrs M's class 

 

 


