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Special Guest: 
Elise Gundlach – Wildlife Rehabilitation Intern 
 

 

Thursday, June 9, 2016 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Okay, everyone, Elise is ready to get started! 
 

 
EliseG:  
Hi everyone! This is Elise! 
 

  
Comment From Melinda in NC  
Hi Elise! 

 
Comment From Brenda from Virginia  
Hi, Elise! 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
So, in addition to coming on here as a special guest, we asked the rehab interns to come up with a little info on their 
favorite species. So Elise will be talking about ... 

 
EliseG:  
One of my favorite species to work with is Chimney swifts! So a few facts about them... 
 

 
Comment From ▼Dave in Missouri▼  
Hello Elise! 

 

Comment From caleb (๏̯͡͡๏)  
OOOOhhh Elise loves feathers like our kids do! 

 
EliseG:  
They are sometimes called flying cigars because of the way they look. They also eat thousands of insects each day, so they 
are great at getting rid of those annoying mosquitoes! 
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Comment From ▼Dave in Missouri▼  
cool! 

 
Comment From Melinda in NC  
strange looking 

 
Comment From Seahawk Nadine - U.P.,WA  
***Sadly I will not be able to be here to visit with Elise but I will ready back. Please ask her what her most rewarding experience has 
been at the center to take with her when she moves on to her next step of learning about wildlife. Thank you Elise for your work you 
have done to help the patients at WCV. You are learning from the best. 

 

EliseG:  
I would have to say my most rewarding experience so far has been working with our 3 bear cubs we have now. Seeing how they 
grow and develop is one of my favorite things to see each day I come into work. 
 
Comment From Lydia PA ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ  
Nice to "meet you Elsie". Little cigars! I do not think I have seen seen one. 

 
Comment From Melinda in NC  
I've only seen them in flight when it's almost dark 



Special Guest: Elise Gundlach – Wildlife Rehabilitation Intern Page 3 
 

 
Comment From Guest   
i had chimney swifts in my chimney once. noisy! 

 
Comment From Guest   
do you have a lot of chimney swifts now? 
 

 

EliseG:  
Right now we don't have any, but we did have an adult chimney swift come in to be treated a few weeks ago. He was released later 
that week after some time with our vets. We'll likely get some baby chimney swifts in soon though this time of the year. 
 
Comment From lurker   
are they harder or easier to care for than the other birds you have? 
 

 

EliseG:  
They can be a bit harder to care for sometimes, because they won't eat on their own. They are aerial insectivores so they only eat 
when they fly and have a very high metabolism. So keeping up with the amount of calories they need each day can be a challenge. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I was going to say that I know we've had at least one blog post written about swifts by a former student ... and, ha, go 
figure, it was Elise!!http://wildlifecenter.org/b...  

 
Comment From Lydia PA ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ   
Oh, the 3 little cubs! That would surely be my fave too. I did see their mush bowls on Friday--they actually looked god applesauce on 
top and some berries too. Not sure if I would have liked what is under neat that 

 
Comment From ▼Dave in Missouri▼   
Those little bears have to be fun to be around for sure! 
 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I'm impressed that both of our interns chose some challenging species as their favorites ... 
 

 
EliseG:  
Chimney swifts migrate every year to South America and have been protected under the International Migratory Bird Act! 
 

 
Comment From Brenda from Virginia   
How many times a day did the adult swift need to be fed? 
 

 

EliseG:  
That depends on how injured they are. If they are injured we may need to provide them with more calories to help heal. However 
the chimney swift we had in recently we would feed every hour from 8am to 8pm! 
 
Comment From Brenda from Virginia   

http://wildlifecenter.org/blog/chim-chim-cher-ee
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Now I understand why a permitted rehabber once told me that bats, who feed the same way as swifts, are very high maintenance 
patients. 

 
Comment From lurker   
do they eat the same stuff as the other baby birds? 
 

 

EliseG:  
They are insectivores, so they eat many many insects! So they do share that with other baby birds. 
 

EliseG:  
Chimney swifts are a near threatened species. They used to nest and roost in hollow trees, but with they decline of old 
growth forests they had to adapt to chimneys! 

 
Comment From Melinda in NC   
I was reading the blog post you wrote, Elise, from 2014 and I was wondering what type of manmade structure is needed to help stop 
the decline? 

 

EliseG:  
Some things that help their decline is building chimney swift towers. Essentially they are chimney towers made of wood. Or if an old 
chimney is not is use leaving it uncapped can provide them a home. They are great at getting rid of bugs in yards too. 
 
Comment From Guest   
so is capping your chimney a bad idea? 

 

EliseG:  
Capping a chimney will not allow the chimney swift to nest or roost in the chimney, so if people want to use their chimney's and 
keep animals out of them capping them is a good idea. Though typically no one wants to use a chimney in the spring and summer 
which is when chimney swifts would use them in North America. 
 

 CHSW Play 
 

Comment From Lydia PA ʕ•́ᴥ•̀ʔ   
WoW! I have become very fond of tree swallows which have been nesting in our bluebird box every year for the past 3 years. They 
are such aerial and acrobatic birds, and they eat insects on the fly too. So when you have a sick bird like a swift or a swallow---how 
do you feed them? Tweezers with insects bolus? (I have watch parents gabbed a bunch of insects as they swoop through the air, and 
soon they have a bolus ball of insects they bring to the babies) 
 

 

EliseG:  
If it is an nestling swallow or swift they will likely gape, opening their mouth expecting to be fed and you can then use tweezers to 
feed them. If it is an adult they have to be force fed using with a tube or gavage feeding. 
 
Comment From Brenda from Virginia   
How difficult is it not to talk to your patients? 
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EliseG:  
Sometimes it's hard, when you get so excited over a patients progress or do something incredibly cute, but remembering that these 
patients are wild animals and not used to people helps. On some days I sometimes spoil Jazz or our other education animals that are 
used to being around people and it gets it out of my system. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Any final question for Elise before she needs to head back to work? 
 

 

 CHSW babies Play 
 

Comment From Melinda in NC   
It's over already?? Thanks for talking with us, Elise!! 
 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We said we'd keep it to 30 mins since it's an insane time of year! 
 

 
Comment From Melinda in NC   
right, I just meant, it's been 30 minutes already???! 

 
Comment From Melinda in NC   
I have learned quite a lot today! 
 
Comment From Brenda from Virginia   
What are your plans after you leave WCV? 
 

 

EliseG:  
Right now I haven't decided where I will go next, but I am planning on becoming a certified wildlife rehabilitator! So I'll be sure to 
take everything I am learning at WCV with me and continue to help injured and orphaned wildlife. 
 
Comment From Brenda from Virginia   
Thank you for your work helping wildlife, Elise. All the best to you in the future. 
 

 
EliseG:  
Thanks for all the wonderful questions! I hope you learned a lot about Chimney swifts! 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Oh, and no doubt they want you to wave at the cam next time you are in the owl enclosure. :) 
 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Thanks for joining us, Elise! 
 

 
Comment From Brenda from Virginia   
Yes, please! 
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Comment From Melinda in NC   
bye, Elise! We will be looking for your wave! 
 

 

 

 


