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Wednesday, June 10, 2015 
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Hi everyone! 
 

 
Comment From Brenda from Virginia  
Greetings, Raina! 

 
Comment From Lydia--PA ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ *♥  
Hi Raina! 

 
Comment From Regina, IL  
Hi Raina. Got my lunch & can't wait for class. 

 
Comment From Sharon in Fl  
Hi Raina. 

 
Comment From 33mama  
Hi Raina! 

 
Comment From Brenda from Virginia  
I know it's about time for bird nests, but I have to ask what that is on top of Maggie's mailbox perch. 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
A branch :) 
 

 
Comment From Cathy in Poquoson  
Ready for some amazing bird nests! 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Welcome to the June Wildlife Center Classroom Series! 
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                     ๏   ๏)  
OH BOY OH BOY! ALL of our kids are sitting on blankets and pillows ~~ their "NESTS" ~~ eagerly awaiting this special 
WCV Classroom Series on, well, of course, NESTS! HUGS to all here ~~ let the learning begin! 

 
Comment From Lydia--PA ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ *♥  
(and bears are chowing down on cauliflower while we talk about nests LOL) 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
I’m really excited about today’s topic – after sharing it with you all the other day, many of you quickly started 
telling me about cool nests you’ve seen. 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
 
Which is really the reason behind this class; when you encounter a bird nest, if you really take a few minutes to 

examine it, you’ll learn how creative (and fascinating) birds are in their nest building. 
 
Comment From Lydia--PA ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ *♥  
oh great! I am excited too 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
I was inspired to lead this class by the little Eastern Phoebe who built a nest under my deck, above my workshop 
door. 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
I was going to take a photo, but every time I got close, she got flustered and flew away. I didn’t want to disturb 
her again. 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
However, I can’t wait to share a couple of photos that others have sent to me in anticipation of this class. But 
that will come later. 
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 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Let’s start by talking about the purpose of a bird nest. For the most part, bird nests serve as a place for birds to 
lay eggs and rear their young. 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Aside from that one key feature, a bird nest doesn’t really HAVE to have anything else, or be anything else, or 
look a certain way. 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
It can be tiny (like a hummingbird nest) or massive (like a Bald Eagle nest). 
 
 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
It can be on the ground (like a killdeer nest) or high up (like an peregrine falcon nest). 
 
 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
There are cavity nesters, ground nesters, cliff nesters, and burrowers. Colony nesters and solitary nesters. 
 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Some bird use twigs and sticks and natural items. Others use found materials from humans. 
 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Some birds rely on manmade structures. Some don’t build a nest at all and just rely on “the kindness of 
strangers” to raise their young (those pesky Cowbirds!) :) 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Regardless, bird nesting is really fascinating, and some nests truly are marvels of nature. 
 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Today, I want to look at a few types of nests birds construct (or don’t) and shine a light on some really 
interesting examples. 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
First, I want to point out the process of finding a nesting site is a lot like buying a home. The birds want to make 
sure it’s in a safe “neighborhood”, good access to resources, desirable home site … 
 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
And what is deemed desirable is, of course, different for each species. 
 
 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
For some, desirable might mean that they have neighbors close by. They want to be surrounded by friends or 
family. Think of Purple Martins who nest in colonies. 
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http://www.wqed.org/birdblog/2011/05/ 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Those are Purple Martin gourds. Hollowed out gourds that are strung up or placed on tall dowels. They actually 
have a very high success rate for attracting mated Martins. 
 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Then of course there are birds that don’t want to share their nesting site with anyone. Not even a little bit. Think 
… raptors. 

 

 
Cornell Lab: GHOW Cam 
 

 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Other birds want to be in the suburbs. They are okay with other nests being nearby, but they don’t want to hear 
the neighbor’s baby crying. 

 

http://www.wqed.org/birdblog/2011/05/
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http://kylieparry.blogspot.... 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
And then they have to consider how close they want to be to human activity. Some really don’t care 
 

Some might be a little more put off if a human is around. 
 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Looking for a nest, too, is different for each species. In some cases, the male is responsible for finding suitable 
options from which his mate can select the option she likes best.  

 
American Kestrels have a process like this. The male picks out a few sites he thinks are good options and then the female 
has final say which one is home. 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Marsh Wren males might build up to 15 different nests and then do a dance to attract females to one of the 
homes he built. That seems like a lot of work. 
 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Determining location is step one, and construction is step two. Step looks very different from species to species. 
I’ll begin here by sectioning out a few types of nesters: tree, cavity, ground, and cliff. 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
There are plenty of backyard birds that are tree nesters. They construct a nest in a tree, usually in a crotch of a 
tree or balanced on a branch. Often, they select a location that ideally has some coverage to protect the eggs 

and babies from the weather and also to hide them from being directly visible to predators. 
 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
But “tree nester” doesn’t mean they only nest in trees. As many of us have experienced, sometimes birds nest 
in truly odd places. 

 

http://kylieparry.blogspot.com/2011/12/snow.html
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http://www.dpreview.com/forums/post/40141531 

http://www.dpreview.com/forums/post/40141531
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 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
These birds stopping traffic. 
 

 

 
Photo Credit: Jim McCausland in Sunset Magazine 

http://scribol.com/environment/birds-nests-in-the-most-bizarre-places 
 

 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
You probably can't tell from this photo, but this is a hummingbird nest on top of a windchime! 
 
 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
What's the weirdest place you've seen a bird nest? 
 

Comment From Guest  
aww 

 
Comment From katiesmom  
Like in my planter by my back door? 

 
Comment From Seahawk Nadine-U.P.,WA  
WOW!!! I have never seen a nest in a traffic light. Too funny. I would think the light might get hot. 

 
Comment From Sharon in Fl  
My potting soil bag that was sitting in a wheelbarrow. 
 
Comment From Brenda from Virginia  
A robin's nest in a rose bush right beside our back door--had to anchor the branch to the house to keep the nest from 
being pitched out in high winds. 

http://freshdirt.sunset.com/wildlife_in_the_garden/
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Comment From Lydia--PA ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ *♥  
On the bottom half of a large wreath hung on the front of our house. Doves built a nest in the wreath 
Comment From Seahawk Nadine-U.P.,WA  
There is a cell phone tower not far from my house that has a osprey nest in it. 

 
                  i  Gi   ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ ♥  
Not really that weird but someone is nesting in a light fixture by the door of one of our church buildings. Mom flies out 
so fast when the door opens, I can't tell what she is. 

 
Comment From Sharon in Fl  
I also had wrens build a nest in a bird feeder. 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
See? Lots of unexpected places! 
 
 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Speaking of Osprey, Nadine ... 
 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Some birds in this category fall into the “platform” nesting group. They prefer to nest in more open, higher 
platform type structures. Ospreys are a good example of this. In fact, they often will use platforms constructed 

by humans. 
 

 
http://www.njfishandwildlife.com/ensp/images/osprey_platform.jpg 
 

 
 

http://www.njfishandwildlife.com/ensp/images/osprey_platform.jpg
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Comment From Lydia--PA ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ *♥  
and also the robins that built a nest right by AA's back door on top of an old outdoor music speaker..it was falling apart 
so AA had to tape it together till babies fledged 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Ha! 
 

 
Comment From Haven Rankn  
we have a birds nest in our backyard. in a bushy shrub. the chicks are being fed by parents now. :) 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
very cool! 
 

 
Comment From Lydia--PA ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ *♥  
LOL I would to string gourds for purple martins like that picture- wonder if I could do that in the mountains? There is a 
stream nearby and an lake too 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
I'm sure you could. :) 
 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
The nests of tree birds can be really, really cool. They vary greatly in size, shape, and construction. 
 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Let’s look at a Ruby-throated Hummingbird nest, for example. 
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http://www.birdsandblooms.com/birding/attracting-hummingbirds/hummingbird-nest-facts/ 
 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
This nest is about the size of a “large thimble” according to All About Birds. They make their nests out of 
dandelion down (think of all the times you blew away those dandelion wishes … you may have been helping a 

hummingbird!) 
 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Appropriately tiny nest for a tiny bird, right? 
 

 
Comment From Guest  
they also use spider webs to hold the nest together 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Yes! 
 

 
                  i  Gi   ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ ♥  
I've never seen one. Where do they like to build? 

http://www.birdsandblooms.com/birding/attracting-hummingbirds/hummingbird-nest-facts/
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 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
They build on branches, but sometimes in odd places, too. On fences, even strings of chain. 
 

 
Comment From Lydia--PA ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ *♥  
There is a member of EN/CN who now has a hummer nest built in one link of a chain holding something up in her 
carport. She posts vids of it 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
There you go! 
 

 
Comment From Lydia--PA ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ *♥  
I read that hummingbird eggs are about the size of a tic tac and they usually lay 2 eggs 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Itty bitty. 
 

 
Comment From Regina, IL  
I purposely left the cob webs up around my house so the hummingbirds would have plenty. Good excuse right? 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
:) 
 
 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
On the other end of the spectrum, we have Bald Eagles nests. The largest Bald Eagle Nest was in Florida – it was 
9.5 ft wide. Another impressive nest was located in Ohio and weighed nearly two metric tons (according to All 

About Birds). 
 

 
http://www.learner.org/jnorth/images/graphics/d-e/eagle_nest.jpg 

http://www.learner.org/jnorth/images/graphics/d-e/eagle_nest.jpg
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 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
That’s not the record-breaking nest. But it’s a cool photo! 
 

 
Comment From dj  
I read about the nest in OH...it was up by Lake Erie and came down during a storm. 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
It absolutely did. And weighed a ton ... well, two tons actually :) 
 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
There are SO MANY types of nests in the "tree nest" category. There are saucer nests, cups, spheres, pendants 
… the nests really do come in all different shapes. 

 

 
Baltimore Oriole Pendant Nest. Photo: All About Birds 
 

                  i  Gi   ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ ♥  
I have always marveled at the hanging nests! 
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Comment From Lydia--PA ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ *♥  
I love Baltimore Orioles and their nests. Have unsuccessfully been trying to attract some with oranges and grape jelly 
feeder..but no luck so far. 

 

 
Marsh Wren sphere nest 

http://seagrant.wisc.edu/birds/Marsh_Wren_nest_eggs.html 
 
Comment From dj  
that hanging nest just doesn't look safe! 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Ha. I bet it is a lot strong than you're giving the bird credit for. 
 

 

http://seagrant.wisc.edu/birds/Marsh_Wren_nest_eggs.html
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Sweet little cup nest of an Eastern Phoebe. 

http://www.allaboutbirds.org/page.aspx?pid=1327 
 

 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Angel (katiesmom) just sent me a photo of her robin’s nest. 
 

 

 
 

Comment From LurkerLaurie  
Ay my old house, there was a nest in the roof of the porch. there was a hole where a camera was hooked up and the 
birds would go up into the roof. It was right outside my bedroom window, so I could hear the babies and they used to 
stick their heads out of the hole. it was so cute 

 

http://www.allaboutbirds.org/page.aspx?pid=1327
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Comment From Lydia--PA ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ *♥  
dj we had an oriole nest like that on my college campus in Baltimore (years ago...haha) and that nest never came down. 
Even in storms and wind 

 

 
 

 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
And Nadine sent me a photo of the Osprey nest on the tower near her. 
 

Comment From PaulaR  
Beautiful! a friend of mine has a robin's nest on top of her garden hose which is coiled up and hanging from a hook next 
to her house. 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Those are all examples of tree or platform nesters. 
 
 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
We then have cavity-nesting birds. Cavity nesters are birds that raise their young in a cavity of a tree, either a 
cavity they create themselves (mainly woodpeckers do this) or they repurpose a cavity. Most cavity nesters do 

not add material to their nests and they are the species most readily willing to nest in manmade structures. 
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https://www.nwf.org/News-and-Magazines/National-Wildlife/Birds/Archives/2010/Bluebird-Houses.aspx 
 

 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Bluebird bringing material back to the box. 
 

 

 
http://www.saaudubon.org/articles/EasternScreechOwl.html 
 
 

https://www.nwf.org/News-and-Magazines/National-Wildlife/Birds/Archives/2010/Bluebird-Houses.aspx
http://www.saaudubon.org/articles/EasternScreechOwl.html
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 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Eastern Screech-owl peeking out ... 
 

 
Comment From Regina, IL  
I waited patiently the other day to watch the last of 4 baby robins jump the next. So cool. 

 
Comment From Haven Rankn  
WOW i never would have thought a hawk would want to build a nest up in a power line 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Yes! Osprey and eagles often do. And Ravens and crows, too. 
 

 
Comment From Lydia--PA ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ *♥  
Love the screech owl! 

 
Comment From PaulaR  
Growing up in NJ, there was a large Red Oak in our backyard with a cavity in it...one year the Flickers would have it, then 
they'd be evicted by squirrels, then they'd be evicted by starlings...and then the in year 4 the Flickers would get it back 
again. You could tell when a bird had moved back in because they'd throw out all the squirrels's leaf bedding. 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Ha! 
 
 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
The cavities created by woodpeckers are incredibly vital to other birds (and squirrels!). In fact, woodpeckers are 
considered a keystone species because of their role in creating nesting sites for other birds. 
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http://www.arkive.org/pileated-woodpecker/dryocopus-pileatus/image-G138001.html 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Pileated Woodpecker! 
 

 
Comment From PaulaR  
wow great Pileated pic! 

 
Comment From Lydia--PA ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ *♥  
Love the woodpeckers :) 

 
Comment From 33mama  
How on earth do screech owls get a chance on nest boxes? That looks squirrel sized! 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
They might be smaller than you're thinking! 
 

 
Comment From Sharon in Fl  
Cool seeing the baby pileateds poking their heads out. 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Again, sometimes those cavity-nesting birds are found in some odd places. 
 

http://www.arkive.org/pileated-woodpecker/dryocopus-pileatus/image-G138001.html
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http://www.allaboutbirds.org/page.aspx?pid=1327 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Can you all see what bird that is in there? 
 

 
                  i  Gi   ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ ♥  
PEFA? 

 
Comment From PaulaR  
a Maggie! 

 
Comment From Brenda from Virginia  
Falcon? 

 
Comment From David in VA  
Pefa? 

 
Comment From BarbG  
falcon 

 
Comment From Regina, IL  
Falcon? 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Not a Maggie ... but yes, a falcon! 
 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
American Kestrel. 
 

 
Comment From 33mama  
Yes! 

http://www.allaboutbirds.org/page.aspx?pid=1327
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Comment From Sharon in Fl  
Is that falcon nest in a cactus? 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Indeed. It is. 
 

 
Comment From Janeinstpete  
Kestrel? 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Yup! 
 

 Comment From Brenda from Virginia  
How do they deal with the thorns? 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
They are brave? Or careful. 
 

 Comment From Haven Rankn  
Really? it looks quite small. 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Yes. 
 

 
 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Nadine just sent this picture, too. Looks like Kestrels aren't alone. 
 

 
Comment From PaulaR  
I think there's some kind of little owl that also nests in cactus like that? 
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 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
perhaps! 
 

 
Comment From Lydia--PA ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ *♥  
Well, it a kestrel, they are small. but in a cactus? that is so weird 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Very. 
 

 
Comment From dj  
the thorns would keep predators away maybe? 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
I bet they do. Kinda smart, actually. 
 

 
Comment From 33mama  
Whrd!at a thrill to have a screech owl or a piliated woodpecker right in your yard 

 
Comment From Haven Rankn  
screech owls are actually pretty small arent they? 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
They are. So are kestrels. 
 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
It looked like a sparrow in the photo that Nadine shared. 
 

 
Comment From dj  
we have a bush in our backyard that has thorns...birds tend to stay in that bush a lot. 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
After some thought, you can see how the lines defining the different “types” of nests can get a little blurry … 
some of those tree nesters are building nests that are pretty much enclosed. And then what about those birds 

that build a nest INSIDE of a cavity, like those Bluebirds and Tree Swallows? 
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http://www.allaboutbirds.org/page.aspx?pid=1327 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
You can’t so easily define bird nests. They just are what they are! 
 

 
Comment From Sharon in Fl  
The birds and sq.'s are always climbing around in our rose bushes so apparently they are very adept at avoiding thorns. 
Wish I could say the same. 

 
Comment From Seahawk Nadine-U.P.,WA  
The picture I sent in the cactus was from Tucson, AZ not sure what type of bird 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Though many cavity-nesting birds add no material to their nests, some do. And of course, birds that nest in trees 
or on top of structures have to build their nests out of something. 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Let’s take a look at some of the materials birds use to build nests. 
 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
You have the traditional materials – twigs and sticks. This mockingbird nest is a good, simple example. 
 

http://www.allaboutbirds.org/page.aspx?pid=1327
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Comment From Lydia--PA ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ *♥  
House sparrows will nest in almost any old hole! LOL. They took over one of my nest boxes and filled it full of grasses, 
sticks, paper towels they found somewhere, scraps of newspaper--you name it. so much that the stuff spills out of the 
hole. And ever time I try to evict them before eggs are laid they come right back and do it again. I give up 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Here, a Red-shouldered Hawk nest Linda Sautter shared with me. 
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 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Some birds use hair, grass, dry plant material. They can use moss, lichen, reeds, seeds, plastic, dryer lint, string 
… the list goes on and on! 

 
Comment From Haven  
how often will songbirds build their nest throughout their lives? 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Some birds build new nests each year. Some birds reuse nests. Some just keep adding on to nests over time. 
 
 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Depending on the species, they may build a nest each year, biannually, or more often. 
 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Lydia Price shared a photo of the Tree Swallow nesting box in her yard. You can see that this nest is lined with 
the soft swallow feathers. Very pretty! 
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 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
When birds are building nests against a structure, like a wall, they will sometimes collect mud and pack it 
against the structure to serve as a glue to hold their nest together. 

 
 

 
Barn Swallows 

http://press.princeton.edu/birds/goodfellow/mudnests/barnSwallow.html 
 

http://press.princeton.edu/birds/goodfellow/mudnests/barnSwallow.html
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 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Swallow photo from Nadine! 
 

Comment From CAL  
When you groom your long hair dogs, place the hair on the top of a bush. The birds LOVE dog hair! Make sure there are 
no chemicals (flea/tick) on the hair, though. 

 
Comment From Seahawk Nadine-U.P.,WA  
Barn swallows use Mud 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
They do. 
 

Comment From Sharon in Fl  
That tree swallow has a decorators eye for nest building. Very warm and inviting. 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
I agree! 
 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Looks cozy. 
 

 
Comment From Seahawk Nadine-U.P.,WA  
It is amazing to me how many trips they have to take to build a nest with mud 

 
 



Wildlife Center Classroom Series: Bird Nests: Marvels of Nature Page 27 
 

Comment From Haven  
how long does the average bird live? 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Ohhh that really depends. No simple answer for that. 
 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
So far, this all kind of sounds like expected material, right? Mostly natural, soft, sturdy … 
 
 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
What about a nest made out of barbed wire? Seems kind of dangerous, but it’s actually quite sturdy. 
 

 

 
http://www.rushcounty.org/barbedwiremuseum/bw2.html 

This is an authentic nest on display in Kansas. 
 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Others have mentioned finding barbed wire in raven nests … along with animal bones, baling twine, and fishing 
line. 

 
Comment From Lydia--PA ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ *♥  
How in the world? Barbed wire? 

http://www.rushcounty.org/barbedwiremuseum/bw2.html


Wildlife Center Classroom Series: Bird Nests: Marvels of Nature Page 28 
 

 
                  i  Gi   ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ ♥  
That nest should last a while and I am sure no one would bother it! 

 
Comment From Seahawk Nadine-U.P.,WA  
OUCH!!! Doesn't seem to safe but it probably helps hold the materials together. 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Some pigeons use cigarette butts in their nests, which sounds gross but it might actually be ingenious. 
 

 

 
http://news.discovery.com/animals/nests-made-out-of-weird-materials-photos-140711.htm 
 

 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
The tobacco acts as an insect repellent – parasites pose a huge issue to many birds. Though cigarettes have 
dangerous chemicals, the jury is still out on whether the chemical exposure or the parasite exposure is worse 

for the birds. 
 
Comment From Lydia--PA ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ *♥  
LOL Is that a cigar in there too? (pigeon nest) 

 
Comment From PaulaR  
I've heard people call pigeons "trash birds" but that's ridiculous!...still...practical... 

 
Comment From Lydia--PA ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ *♥  
Some people collect human hair from their stylists to put out for the nesters to use, they like that too, as well as cat hair 

 
Comment From Sharon in Fl  
I wonder if the they line the inside with something soft? Hope so. 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
The Ravens? I'm not sure actually. I'd hope so, too. 
 

http://news.discovery.com/animals/nests-made-out-of-weird-materials-photos-140711.htm


Wildlife Center Classroom Series: Bird Nests: Marvels of Nature Page 29 
 

Comment From Brenda from Virginia  
I've seen old metal bottle caps in crow nests. 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Very crafty birds. 
 

 
Comment From Seahawk Nadine-U.P.,WA  
I have seen some cat/dog hair in some as well. 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Speaking of weird nests … Now let’s look at ground nests. I know what you’re thinking. 
 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
“What? Like … on the ground?” 
 
 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Yes. Like, on the ground. 
 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
I will never forget my first experience encountering a ground nester. It actually wasn’t very long ago. I had just 
started here at the Center and I was traveling from a program. I pulled over in front of an old barn to look at 

directions, and between the barn slats, two baby black vultures popped their heads out! 
 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Dr. Dave recently shared photos of the Black Vultures we re-nested to a vulture roost in a barn. Now, in this 
case the eggs weren’t at ground level, but they were on the floor of the barn loft. 

 

 
 

Comment From PaulaR  
adorbs, Raina! did they hiss at you! 
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 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Actually, no! They were extremely curious. 
 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
In some cases, they are literally on the ground. Sometimes … they don’t even build any sort of nest. Just kinda 
plop their eggs on the ground! These types of ground nests are typically called scrapes – because they sort of 

scrape a shallow depression in the ground. 
 

 
http://urbanecologycenter.org/blog/native-animal-of-the-month-the-killdeer.html 
 

Comment From 33mama  
Some shore birds just build on the sand. 

 
Comment From dj  
camo eggs! 

 
Comment From Lydia--PA ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ *♥  
We had killdeer nests at one of my former houses which was in the country. and yp, they were on the ground 

 
Comment From PaulaR  
got any Killdeer in a parking lot pics? 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
No! But that is a killdeer nest. Killdeer sometimes add rocks, sticks, or trash (ew) to the nest later. If they feel 
like it. 

 
Comment From Sharon in Fl  
Snowy owls build nest on the ground. 

http://urbanecologycenter.org/blog/native-animal-of-the-month-the-killdeer.html
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 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
That makes perfect sense! 
 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
In other cases, ground nesters add a little fluff – like feathers, lichen, moss, and grasses. 
 

 

 
http://www.arkive.org/canada-goose/branta-canadensis/image-A22827.html 
 

 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Scary goose! 
 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
I encountered a nesting Canada Goose (this isn’t a picture of that goose) when I was kayaking a few weeks ago. 
She selected a nest site in the middle of the river! It was this little rock outcropping that popped up kind of high. 

She had a nice view of her surroundings as she sat on a little mound of eggs and grasses. 
 

 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Many types of ground nesters don’t seem to put much effort into the nest – this is likely because most of these 
birds have precocial young, which means their babies will be mobile pretty quickly after hatching and will follow 

mom around. They don’t need the security of a well-constructed nest. 
 

Comment From Haven  
i have seen killdeer make a nest in a gravel parking lot 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
That seems to be a pretty common occurrence! 
 

 

http://www.arkive.org/canada-goose/branta-canadensis/image-A22827.html
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 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
But, there are a couple of types of ground nesters that DO put a good amount of work into their nests. 
 
 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
There are mound nesters – which means the birds lay an egg with a sort of muddy structure around it. 
 
 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Flamingos are a good (and very weird) example. 
 

 
http://blogs.sandiegozoo.org/2012/05/25/first-flamingo-hatch-of-2012/ 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
You can see the flamingo standing on the mound with the chick up front, and the eggs on two mounds in the 
background. 

 
Comment From Brenda from Virginia  
Do they build a mound for each egg? 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Hmm ... I believe they have one egg at a time? But I might be wrong. I know very little about flamingos, 
honestly. 

 
Comment From CAL  
The flamingo seems a little vulnerable to alligators there. 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
I believe that's in a zoo - so the alligators are (hopefully) separate. 
 

 
Comment From Haven  
water birds fascinate me. i love how they teach their birds to swim and fly! 
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Comment From Lydia--PA ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ *♥  
Wow! Have never seen a flamingo nest. How do they incubate the eggs on all those separate mounds? 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
It seems that they are mostly colony nesters. 
 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
And those are the eggs of other flamingos. 
 
 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
So each flamingo is incubating her own egg on her own mound. 
Comment From Lydia--PA ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ *♥  

Okay--gotcha. Each mound belongs to a different mom 
 

 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Yes, correct. 
 

 
Comment From Brenda from Virginia  
Are all mound nesters in watery areas? 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
You know, I don't know! But I bet that the need for a sort of muddy substance would make it easier for birds 
near water. 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Although I think some mounds are made from rock and sticks, too. 
 

 
Comment From Brenda from Virginia  
Oh, colony nesters--makes sense. Do we have any mound nesters in VA? 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
None that I'm aware of (well, not mounds quite as dramatic as the flamingo). 
 
 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
While mounders nest above ground, there are birds that go underground. 
 
 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Burrowing birds don’t necessarily add much material into their nest, but they do spend a good amount of time 
excavating a burrow. Sometimes they reuse the burrows from other animals. 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
I think the best-known example is the Burrowing Owl. 
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http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Burrowing_Owl/id 
 

 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
These owls nest in burrows, sometimes lining them with manure. The burrows may have multiple chambers. 
 

 
http://www.arkive.org/burro... 
 

Comment From Lydia--PA ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ *♥  
Burrowing owls are so cute I think..and they work like a big extended family if I remember correctly 

 

http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Burrowing_Owl/id
http://www.arkive.org/burrowing-owl/athene-cunicularia/image-G48084.html
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http://www.arkive.org/puffi... 
 

 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Puffins also burrow! 
 

 
Comment From Lydia--PA ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ *♥  
Awww! Puffins are so cute. I did not know they burrowed 

 
Comment From Steph in Maryland  
Hi Raina. What is the craziest birds nest you have seen and where? 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
I don't feel like I've seen many crazy nests in life. But I do think that Puffins may be the most adorable nesters. 
 

 Comment From CAL  
Puffins always seem to have many little fish in their mouths at once. 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Very efficient. 
 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
I’m guessing many of you are going to be excited about this last nesting situation: cliff nesters. 
 
 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
You know what species is prime example of a cliff nester? 
 

 
Comment From CAL  
Maggie! 

http://www.arkive.org/puffin/fratercula-arctica/image-A22287.html
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                  i  Gi   ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ ♥  
Swallows? 

 
Comment From Haven  
seagull! 

 
Comment From Lydia--PA ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ *♥  
Well, one thing I do know is that bear cubs like to nest in sinks! :) 

 
Comment From Guest  
golden eagles 

 
Comment From Janeinstpete  
Eagles? 

 
Comment From Lydia--PA ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ *♥  
PEFAs are cliff nesters 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Some of those are good examples, but CAL and Lydia got it right! 
 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
The peregrine falcon. 
 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Prime example. 
 

 

 
http://www.arkive.org/peregrine-falcon/falco-peregrinus/image-G140483.html 

http://www.arkive.org/peregrine-falcon/falco-peregrinus/image-G140483.html
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 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Peregrine falcon nests (eyries) have historically been found in the mountains along rocky outcroppings and 
cliffs. 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Habitat loss affected these birds, as it has affected many species. Peregrines have adapted somewhat to the 
changing landscape, though.  

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Now these birds nest on tall buildings, platforms, towers, or even bridges. 
 

 

 
https://outdoornebraska.ne.gov/wildlife/webcam/peregrine/gallery/index.asp 
 

Comment From Seahawk Nadine-U.P.,WA  
Or on Balconys 

 
Comment From Lydia--PA ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ *♥  
My husband and I vacationed in Acadia last spring, and one of the trails was closed off due to Peregrines nesting on cliffs 
near the trail 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
You may recall that our very our Maggie was hatched on a bank building in the city of Richmond! 
 

https://outdoornebraska.ne.gov/wildlife/webcam/peregrine/gallery/index.asp
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 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
This brings me to my next topic – manmade structure nesting. 
 
 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
When we talk about habitats for wildlife, we know that that means the animals need to have food, water, space 
to fulfill their needs, and a place to raise their young. 
 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Unfortunately, humans have developed much of the land that wild animals once occupied and relied on to 
provide rearing grounds for their young. 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Without trees for animals to nest in, safe land for the ground nesters, or secluded cliffs for cliff nesters, they 
have nowhere to build their marvelous nests! 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
But where humans have gone wrong, we can also do right – limiting habitat loss is a great start. But mitigating 
damage by providing nesting options for birds is also important. 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
You can build a backyard habitat for wild birds, including putting up nest boxes for birds native to your region. 
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 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Additionally, birds are now nesting in the presence of humans more than ever. There are a few things you can 
keep in mind if you have nesting birds near your home or office. 
 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Keep kids, dogs, and cats away, especially if baby birds are in their awkward fledgling stage – a time when they 
are vulnerable to predators. 
 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
If you find a young baby bird that has fallen out of the nest, you can follow the advice on our website. 
 
 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
http://wildlifecenter.org/b... 
 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
The site goes into more detail, but ultimately it’s important to warm the baby bird in your hand (or by using a 
sock filled with rice warmed in the microwave) before putting the baby back in the nest. 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Mother birds do not have a sense of smell (as far as we know) so your stinky human smell will not cause her to 
reject her young. Imagine human mothers rejected their young because they were stinky? 
 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
:) 
 

  
Comment From TerryMI  
We had a robin build a nest on our boat motor. The motor was tilted up and she put the nest where it was tilted 
 

http://wildlifecenter.org/baby-bird
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Comment From Sharon in Fl  
I am betting the record setting nest in Florida is located at the Merritt Island Refuge right down the road from Cape 
Canaveral. On a tour they described it as being as big as a Queen size mattress. 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Oh, maybe! I think it was St. Petersburg? 
 

 
Comment From CAL  
LOL, Raina. 

 
Comment From Guest  
Swifts have an interesting nest! 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
They do! Muddy, right? 
 

 
Comment From Haven Rankn  
what type of birds build scraggly nests that are normal size? the parents are a tan with black wings with white patches? 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Hm, perhaps a mourning dove. 
 

 
Comment From 33mama  
I had a house finch nest on my front porch up near the ceiling. It's a great location with food and water nearby. I even 
stopped using the front door! Then, I went away for a few days... When I got back the entire nest was down. No birds or 
egg shells around. Don't know what got it, but they didn't come back. :( I was all set for a season of watching. 

 
Comment From Guest  
How about the cow birds who lay their eggs in others nests and the other mother (usually robins) raise their young. 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Those Cowbirds. They have such pretty songs, though. 
 

 
Comment From Sharon in Fl  
There is a time-lapse video available that shows a hummingbird building a nest. It is fascinating. I am everyone could find 
it by doing a search. 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Ah, cool. I'll have to look for that. 
 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Speaking of videos ... 
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 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
To finish up, I wanted to share this cool video. 
 

 
https://youtu.be/lneBlxZn6sg 
 
Comment From sweetpea  
Nothing can top the bald eagles gigantic nest- very impressive. 

 
Comment From Lynda in AZ  
I was amazed at the Say's Phoebe's nest on campus. They used all sorts of 'kid' things-lollipop sticks, string, yarn, broken 
shoe laces. Quite a feat of engineering! (and it looks like she's getting ready for another round of eggs.) 

 
Comment From Lydia--PA ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ *♥  
Robins also built a nest i a hanging fern on my back porch a few years ago. I was very careful when watering to not to 
water on the nest side. They let me water too and would stay on the nest. It was funny 

 
Comment From Lydia--PA ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ *♥  
Vid of hummingbird building a nest on Chaistass tree light stand https://www.youtube.com/wat... 

 
Comment From CAL  
Cool video! 

 
Comment From nhbird  
Hello, this nest has three little Falcons in it. It's built on the top of a bldg in Manchester, NH Click here: Falcon Webcam ! 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
I dont think the link showed up, but very cool! 
 

 
Comment From 33mama  
With imprinting and all, I wonder how cowbirds find another of their species with which to mate. I know a lot is 
hardwired, but that's just weird when they hatch with another species. 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Hmm .. good question to which I have no answer. 
 

 Comment From 33mama  
Have you had any hummingbird patients lately? Seems like they sometimes get tangled up in spider webs. 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
I don't think we have any hummingbird patients right now. 
 
 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Well, thank you all for joining us today for the Wildlife Center Classroom Series. 

https://youtu.be/lneBlxZn6sg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-HX6XFhbaHQ
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Comment From BarbG  
totally fascinating and interesting class and information thanks 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
http://www.allaboutbirds.or... 
http://www.boredpanda.com/u... 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wik... 
http://mentalfloss.com/arti... 
http://www.utahbirds.org/fe... 
 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Some links for further reading and more photos. 
 

 
                  i  Gi   ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ ♥   
Thank you Raina. Very fun class! 

 
Comment From TerryMI   
Wonderful class Raina, Thank you! 

 
Comment From Lydia--PA ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ *♥   
Thank you Raina! Very fun class! 

 

http://www.allaboutbirds.org/page.aspx?pid=1327
http://www.boredpanda.com/unusual-bird-nests/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bird_nest#Pendant
http://mentalfloss.com/article/55936/10-weird-and-wonderful-bird-nests
http://www.utahbirds.org/featarts/2013/BirdNests.htm
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Comment From Brenda from Virginia   
Thanks for a great class, Raina. Try a selfie stick to photograph your phoebes. 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
:) 
 

 
Comment From Seahawk Nadine-U.P.,WA   
Thank you Raina - I appreciate all your homework and covering lots of nest types. 

 
Comment From CAL   
Thank you, Raina. Very interesting stuff. 
 
Comment From Seahawk Nadine-U.P.,WA   
I have seen some canadian geese in long grass. Do they use a lot of feathers for their nest as well? 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
They certainly can! I think they rely a lot on those grasses and making a sort of ring, but there are many 
subspecies of Canada Geese, so I suppose it's possible some of them do things differently. 

 
Comment From Carol in Oregon   
Thank you Raina. 

 
Comment From Cathy in Poquoson   
Great class, Raina! Thanks 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Thank you everyone for being here! I'm going to step away now. 
 

 
Comment From Lydia--PA ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ *♥   
Clap Clap clap Raina! Nice "webinar" ;) 

 
 Raina Krasner, WCV:  
:) 
 

 
Comment From CAL   
Nadine, in the photo of the Canada Goose nest that Raina posted, it looked as if the nest was woven with down feathers. 

 
Comment From 33mama   
Thanks, Raina! 
 

 
  
 
 

 

  


