
 

 
 

THE WILDLIFE CENTER OF VIRGINIA TO PROVIDE THANKSGIVING MEALS 

FOR 100+WILD ANIMALS  

Thanksgiving guests include Bald Eagles, Black Bears, Virginia Opossums, Snapping Turtles, 

Great Horned Owls, and more.  

####    FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE     #### 

Waynesboro, Virginia – November 24, 2021  Staff at The Wildlife Center of Virginia are getting 

ready for a Thanksgiving feast for over 100 “guests”. Species on the “guest list” include Red-

tailed Hawks, Eastern Screech-Owls, Bald Eagles, Black Bears, Deer Mice, and reptiles including 

Eastern Box Turtles, Eastern Ratsnakes, and a Snapping Turtle.    

On November 25, the Center anticipates to be caring for approximately 90 patients and 20 

resident education animals. Wildlife rehabilitators will be preparing and delivering meals, 

cleaning enclosures, and updating patient records.  

Turkey, mashed potatoes, and cranberry sauce aren't on the Wildlife Center menus – instead of 

a traditional family-style Thanksgiving meal, the Wildlife Center crew will make dozens of 

species-specific diets, which cater to each species' needs and each patient's particular 

preferences based on observations during their time as patients at the Center.  

“The animals that we will be caring for this year include over 30 reptiles, over 20 birds of prey, 

and almost 20 squirrels” said Wildlife Rehabilitation Supervisor Kelsey Pleasants. “Most of these 

patients have been admitted after being hit by cars or caught by domestic pets. Many of them 

require weeks of intensive care and rehabilitation.”  

While the rehabilitation staff are busy in the kitchen, Center veterinarians will provide medical 

care for patients in need – distributing and administering medications, cleaning wounds and 

changing bandages, completing daily checks, and other medical procedures – and remain ready 

for any new patients that might arrive. New patient admissions are always a possibility, any day 

of the year. By the time the staff go home to their Thanksgiving dinners, all 110 animals will be 

fed, watered, and cared for. 
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The Wildlife Center of Virginia is a non-profit hospital that is able to provide quality healthcare 

to wild animals in need through the generosity and support of caring individuals. “We’re so 

appreciative of the support of our donors that helps us to feed and care for each bird, mammal, 

and reptile,” said Pleasants.  

To find out more about ways to support the Wildlife Center of Virginia’s work, the public can 

visit www.wildlifecenter.org.  

 

###### 

PRESS CONTACT 

Amanda Nicholson 

Vice President for Outreach and Education 

anicholson@wildlifecenter.org 

540.942.9453 

 

The Wildlife Center of Virginia is an internationally acclaimed teaching and research hospital for 

wildlife and conservation medicine.  The nonprofit Center has cared for more than 85,000 wild 

animals, representing 200 species of native birds, mammals, reptiles, and amphibians.  The 

Center’s public education programs share insights gained through the care of injured and 

orphaned wildlife, in hopes of reducing human damage to wildlife. Please visit 

www.wildlifecenter.org for more information.  
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