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            Awesome Opossums! 
 

 
 

            Wednesday, May 13, 2015 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
I thank you all for joining us for the Wildlife Center of Virginia’s Classroom Series. This month’s topic is 
about a species very abundant in Virginia, and one of the most common mammals admitted to the 
Center: the Virginia Opossum! 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV 

  
 
Comment From rejoyce  
I love opossums! I think they are adorable! 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
Some of you I know are aware that two opossums live with us as education ambassadors: Pogo and 
Phebe. 
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Cute avatars, Danny and Chapin. 
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Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
So can anyone tell what kind of mammal an opossum is? 
 
Comment From rejoyce  
Love Pogo and Phebe :) 
 
Comment From CarolinaGirl ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ ♥  
Marsupial 
 
Comment From 33mama  
Marsupial! 
 
Comment From Guest  
marsupial 
 
Comment From rejoyce  
Marsupial! 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
That’s right, a mammal that has a pouch. The pouch is adapted to holding the marsupial’s young for 
safety. 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV 

  
Property of Wildlife Center of Virginia 
 
Comment From Lydia,--PA ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ *♥  
so tinsy 
 
Comment From rejoyce  
Aweeeeeeeeeee :) 
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Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
Very different from the abundant mammals who don’t have a pouch (Placentals) 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV 

  
ELEPHANT © 2000 Greg and Marybeth Dimijian;  GAZELLE © 2008 Valerie;  MONKEY © 2008 Lip Kee Yap;  TAPIR © 
2006 Manuel Mejia;  PANGOLIN © 2006 Callie de Wet;  HYRAX © 2007 Petra Sonderegger;  LEOPARD © 2000 Greg 
and Marybeth Dimijian;  ELEPHANT SHREW © 2006 zeandroid;  BAT © Alessandro Catenazzi;  RABBIT © Ted 
Kropiewnicki;  SQUIRREL © 2007 Sergey Yeliseev;  SLOTH © 2000 Greg and Marybeth Dimijian;  AARDVARK © 2007 
Valerie;  HEDGEHOG © 2006 David Bygot;  WHALE © 2006 Zoran Kovacevic Tree of Life Web Project: 
http://tolweb.org/tree/phylogeny.html 

 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
And the rare ones that lay eggs (Monotheres) 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV 

  
ECHIDNA © 2005 ausemade;  PLATYPUS © Dennis Haugen Tree of Life Web Project: 
http://tolweb.org/tree/phylogeny.html 

 
Comment From Lydia,--PA ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ *♥  
Danny, can you show us a close up of your avatar? I can't quite make it out on my computer 
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Danny Aiuto, WCV 

  
Property of Wildlife Center of Virginia 
 
Comment From Lydia,--PA ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ *♥  
Thank You! Very cool! Love it 
 
Comment From Christa  
Echidna and Platypus! Love those weird mammals :) 
 
Comment From rejoyce  
They are just precious :) 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
Marsupials are some of the oldest mammals on Earth. Fossils and DNA studies show that they originated 
at least 125 million years ago. They were found all over the world, but today they are only found on 
three continents: Australia, South America, and North America. 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
What other marsupials are there? 
 
Comment From 33mama  
Kangaroos 
 
Comment From Guest  
kangaroo and wallabys 
 
Comment From PJ  
Koalas and kangaroos? 
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Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
Yes! There are 334 different species of marsupial. They all belong to the infraclass Marsupialia, and fall 
under one of two superorders: Ameridelphia and Australidelphia. 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
Most of them (around 2/3) are in Austalidephia, such as kangaroos, wombats, cuscuses, sugar gliders 
and the koala, all of which are native to the Australasian region with the exception of one (Monito del 
monte). 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV 

  
WOMBAT © Dave Watts; NUMBAT © Ann & Steve Toon; QUOLL © Jean-Paul Ferrero; SUGAR GLIDER © Dave 
Watts; KOALA © Hans & Judy Beste; CUSCUS © Gerald Cubitt; WALLABY © Dave Watts; MARSUPIAL MOLE © Mike 
Gilliam http://www.arkive.org 

 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
The rest of them are in Ameridelphia, all native to the Americas. They are the opossums. 
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Danny Aiuto, WCV 

  
SHREWISH SHORT-TAILED OPOSSUM © Hudson Garcia; WATER OPOSSUM © Luiz Claudio Marigo; CENTRAL 
AMERICAN WOOLLY OPOSSUM © P. J. DeVries; PATAGONIAN OPOSSUM © Dario Podesta www.arkive.org 

 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
And only one of them lives in the United States: our Virginia Opossum.  
 
Its native distribution is from Nicaragua, Belize and Guatemala to Nebraska, then east of the Rocky 
Mountains to the Atlantic Coast from Maine to Florida. 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV 

  
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Virginia_opossum#/media/File:Virginia_Opossum_area.png 
 
Comment From Lydia,--PA ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ *♥  
also the Tasmanian devil, right? 
 
 

http://www.arkive.org/
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Raina Krasner, WCV:  
No Tasmanian Devils lay eggs. That's how we get deviled eggs, right? :) 
 
Comment From rejoyce  
LOL Raina! 
 
Comment From 33mama  
lol 
 
Comment From Lydia,--PA ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ *♥  
Wow! So the only marsupial to live in the US is the Virginia Opossum? Never realized that 
 
Comment From rejoyce  
I know we have a lot of them in Virginia! 
 
Comment From PJ  
What classifies them as marsupials? 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
That they have a pouch. Other mammals do not. 
 
Comment From Christa  
I didn't know opossums had pouches 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
And about their distribution, they are not native to the west coast. They were introduced as a source of 
food. 
 
Comment From CarolinaGirl ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ ♥  
Learned something already. Never knew that Koalas are marsupials. How did I miss that?? 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
The Virginia Opossum is a medium-sized mammal around the size of a domestic cat. It weights 6-13 
pounds and is 16-24 inches from the snout to the base of the tail. The tail itself is nearly as long as the 
body. Males are larger than females. 
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Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
Its body has gray fur that comes in two layers: a short undercoat and a long topcoat. In contrast, the 
head has shorter, paler fur, and the ears are black and hairless. 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV 

  
Property of Wildlife Center of Virginia 
  

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
So let’s talk about the opossum’s incredible adaptations. 
 
Comment From PJ  
Danny...source of food for what? humans? and they escaped and have naturalized themselves? 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
PaulaR, yes they were to be a source of food for humans, but became naturalized to the land. 
  

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
Adaptations! For starters, where do opossums spend most of their time? 
 
Comment From PattyMI  
Under my house? 
 
Comment From PJ  
Trees 
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Comment From PJ  
great question, I've always wondered where they go when they're not rummaging through my compost 
heap! 
 
Comment From rejoyce  
In trees 
 
Comment From Lydia,--PA ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ *♥  
on the ground 
 
Comment From Christa  
hanging out on low tree limbs, right? 
  

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
For those who said trees, you are correct! 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV 

  
Property of Danny Aiuto 
  

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
They are adapted for climbing and living up in the branches of trees. Does anyone know what the word 
for a tree-living animal is? 
 
Comment From Lydia,--PA ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ *♥  
that was supposed to say ground 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
It's okay Lydia, :) 
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Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
But any guess to the name of a tree-living animal? 
 
Comment From PJ  
arboreal 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
Yes, arboreal! 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
Their feet have long toes adapted for holding onto branches.  
 
Their rear feet even have an opposable toe for grasping, just like the hands of primates, including 
humans. 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV 

  
http://www.homeovista.org/provings/html/didelphis_natural_history.html 
 
Comment From rejoyce  
I love their feet! 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
And their prehensile tails are flexible so it can act as a fifth leg while climbing. 
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Danny Aiuto, WCV 

  
Property of Wildlife Center of Virginia 
 
Comment From CarolinaGirl ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ ♥  
Wow....they have thumbs! My cat would like thumbs to open doors! 
 
Comment From PJ  
Can their tail regrow if they lose it? 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
Good question, no they cannot. All tails have bones which cannot be replaced. 
 
Comment From PJ  
...or apparently to carry their car keys...lol 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
But the tails are not strong enough to wrap around a branch and let the animal hang upside down like in 
cartoons. 
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Danny Aiuto, WCV 

  
Property of Disney http://disney.wikia.com/wiki/Possums 
  
Comment From PJ  
Didn’t know that either 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
Interesting, right?! 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
Another adaptation is the time of day they are active. They mostly sleep by day and hunt at night so 
they escape predators and avoid competing with other animals for food. And what is the word for an 
animal that is active at night? 
 
Comment From CarolinaGirl ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ ♥  
Nocturnal 
 
Comment From rejoyce  
Nocturnal ? 
 
Comment From 33mama  
Nocturnal 
 
Comment From Guest  
nocturnal 
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Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
Yes, nocturnal! In order to hunt at night, they need a super sharp sense to find their food in the dark. 
What senses do nocturnal animals use? 
 
Comment From 33mama  
smell 
 
Comment From Lydia,--PA ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ *♥  
Hearing 
 
Comment From CarolinaGirl ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ ♥  
Smell, good eyesight 
 
Comment From rejoyce  
Hearing 
 
Comment From Mary E in NC  
Hearing and smell? 
 
Comment From ▼Dave in Missouri▼  
night lifer! 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
That’s right, eyesight, hearing, touch, and sense of smell. But eyes and ears are not the opossum’s 
primary functions to finding a meal in the dark. So what does that leave us? 
 
Comment From Mander  
sense of smell 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
Smell, and…. 
 
Comment From CarolinaGirl ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ ♥  
Touch??? 
 
Comment From Lydia,--PA ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ *♥  
smell and touch 
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Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
Yes! The opossum uses its keen nose to search for food in its environment. And its long whiskers help 
feel objects as the animal moves in the dark so that it knows not to bump into something. 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV 

  
Property of Wildlife Center of Virginia 
 
Comment From 33mama  
lol That's how I think of opossums in trees! Do they eat while up there? 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
33mama, 
Opossums do eat in the trees and also on the ground. Basically anywhere they can find food. 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
And what kind of things would an opossum eat? 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
A lot of kinds of nuts and seeds, fruits and vegetables, and small animals like mice, grubs and insects. 
What is the name of an animal that eats plants and animals? 
 
Comment From ▼Dave in Missouri▼  
snakes? 
 
Comment From Christa  
carrion 
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Comment From Lydia,--PA ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ *♥  
almost anything, such as worms, snakes, insects, eggs, young birds, fruit, grain, garbage and the remains 
of dead animals (called carrion) 
 
Comment From PJ  
just about anything, I think! veggies, fruit, earthworms, mice... 
 
Comment From 33mama  
They eat ticks! 
 
Comment From Christa  
outdoor cat or dog food 
 
Comment From Guest  
Aren't they omnivores? 
 
Comment From 33mama  
Guess they are omnivores. 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
Yes, omnivores! 
 
Comment From PJ  
we know education ambassador opossums love bananas, too. 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
Yes…they…do :)! 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
Being able to eat a lot of things is a great way to not go hungry. If one type of food is in short supply, the 
opossum can switch hit to another source. A flexible diet is an incredible adaptation. 
 
Comment From 33mama  
They eat whatever is handy! 
 
Comment From PJ  
They became my friends when I heard they eat ticks. I have 3 dogs. 
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Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
When daylight arrives, opossums seek shelter in tree holes or burrows abandoned by other animals. 
They fill their den with dry leaves and other debris for bedding. 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
Also incredible is their ability to adapt to the type of environment. 
 
Comment From ▼Dave in Missouri▼  
So they don’t have a regular home? 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
They like to stay at one site for as long as they can 
But for any opossum not living in a forest, they can live in a meadow. 
 
Comment From PJ  
I saw an opossums in a clearing during the day and thought it was unusual. One time I had to shoo one 
back to the woods from my front yard during the day. 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
Throughout their distribution, Virginia Opossums inhabit a wide range of habitats, from jungles and 
wetlands, to deserts and prairies, but their favorite habitat is deciduous forest and woodland. 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV 

  
Property of Danny Aiuto 
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Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
Virginia Opossums are perfectly adapted for climbing to safe places and for hunting food at night when 
other animals are not awake. But they do not have long lifespan. In the wild, an opossum usually lives 1-
2 years. 
 
Comment From PJ  
Why is that, short life span? 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
Yes. What other animals live short lifespan? 
 
Comment From PJ  
Butterflies 
 
Comment From Lydia,--PA ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ *♥  
hamsters (but they are not wildlife) 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
And how about a mammal with long ears? 
 
Comment From Guest  
wooly buggers 
 
Comment From ▼Dave in Missouri▼  
rabbits 
 
Comment From Lydia,--PA ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ *♥  
rabbitts 
 
Comment From Mander  
What is their lifespan if there are not in the wild, such as a rescue situation? 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
In captivity they live 3 years. 
 
Comment From Lydia,--PA ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ *♥  
House mouse 
 
Comment From PJ  
Wild elephants due to poaching 
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Comment From rejoyce  
Why is their lifespan so short? 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
Because they are smallish animals. Bigger animals, like elephants, naturally live very long lives when not 
disturbed by threats. 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
But to compensate, opossums develop quickly, breed early, and sire a lot of offspring. A female usually 
has 8 to 9 babies per litter, and sometime 20 to 30. 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV 

  
Property of Wildlife Center of Virginia 
 
Comment From rejoyce  
Wow!!!! 
 
Comment From Steph in Maryland  
and all of these fit into her pouch...WOW 
 
Comment From Lydia,--PA ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ *♥  
awwwwww! love that pic 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
She also has 13 teats, 12 of which for a circle and the last one in the middle. This ensures at most 13 
babies survive. 
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Comment From PJ  
How often do they reproduce? 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
Opossums can have two or three litters per year. 
 
Comment From Becky-WV  
How long do they stay in the pouch? 
 
Comment From CarolinaGirl ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ ♥  
How long are they in the pouch? 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
They are in the pouch for two and a half months before climbing on the mother's back. 
 
Comment From Steph in Maryland  
and do they mate for life? 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
Males and females do not mate for life, so they are not monogamous. 
 
Comment From ▼Dave in Missouri▼  
Does the food they eat make them live shorter lives? 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
It's not the food, it's just that they are small mammals and will have a short lifespan. 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
Their breeding patterns are also influenced by the climate. Opossums from New Hampshire and 
Vermont (44° N) breed from February to September and only have one litter in that time. Further south 
to Georgia and Florida (30° N), opossums breed from January to August because it is warmer, and they 
have 3 litters in that time.  
 
That’s another benefit to opossums having a large distribution. If they are not breeding well in one 
region, they do better in another one. 
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Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
So having lots of babies and fast is essential in raising the next generation during a short lifespan. 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
In addition, opossums are resilient to some diseases, including the infamous rabies. 
 
Comment From Steph in Maryland  
Oh really. That is very interesting about the rabies. 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
Yeah! While rabies regularly affects mammals, opossums have lower body temperatures that rabies 
cannot survive in. So there are few cases ever of opossums carrying or transmitting rabies. 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
They are also immune the hemotoxic venom! 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
So snake bites won't kill them! 
 
Comment From ▼Dave in Missouri▼  
very cool! 
 
Comment From Lydia,--PA ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ *♥  
Good to know (about rabies resilience) 
 
Comment From CarolinaGirl ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ ♥  
Good to know. 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
But how do opossums deal with non-venomous predators? 
 
Comment From PJ  
Even better if they eat the sakes! 
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Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
Well PJ we do need snakes because they are important to the environment. But opossums do help keep 
a balance as well. 
 
Comment From Mary E in NC  
They play dead! 
 
Comment From Steph in Maryland  
do they roll up in a ball? 
 
Comment From CarolinaGirl ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ ♥  
Eat them? 
 
Comment From ▼Dave in Missouri▼  
Up a tree! 
 
Comment From Pat, NJ  
They feign they are dead. 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
If they have a tree they'll climb it, and if there is none, YES, they play dead! 
https://youtu.be/sNNCBCqdHQs 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV 

  
Property of Wildlife Center of Virginia 
 
 
 
  

https://youtu.be/sNNCBCqdHQs
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Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
It is a reaction triggered by fear when an opossum is under stress from a predator.  
 
They drop on the ground on their side, eyes and mouth open, tongue hanging, and emit a green fluid 
from their anus. This posture and smell they display is meant to deter other animals with the impression 
that the opossum is dead and rotten.  
 
They can keep this posture up for hours. 
 
Comment From Melinda in NC  
Last night when we let the dogs out, they went crazy running all over the yard..turns out we had an 
adult opossum hanging around our Maple tree. It came out from behind the tree and, of course, the 
dogs found it. One of our dogs got close enough to touch it with his nose and the opossum immediately 
played dead. Once the dog left it alone, it crawled up the Maple tree. 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
Wow Melinda in NC, 
Yes they will do that if another animal bothers them! And they are incredible at it! 
 
Comment From Melinda in NC  
It was neat to see! 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
So there you have it. The opossum is one of the most adaptable animals in Virginia. They have a wide 
distribution and occupy many habitats. They are active at night to escape daylight enemies, and eat a 
wide range of different foods to avoid starvation. They mimic death to deter predators. They produce a 
large number of offspring and are resilient to disease to compensate a short lifespan. Perfectly adapted 
for survival. 
 
But for all its adaptations, the opossum is not immune to one threat that endangers all animal life in 
Virginia.  
 
Comment From rejoyce  
What is the biggest threat they face? 
 
Comment From Melinda in NC  
humans 
 
Comment From Guest  
Humans 
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Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
Yes. Human impact! 
 
Comment From rejoyce  
What is the biggest threat to them? I know being hit by cars has to be a big one. 
 
Comment From dj  
road kill... 
 
Comment From PJ  
Man 
 
Comment From Steph in Maryland  
humans and trash 
 
Comment From ▼Dave in Missouri▼  
bmw 325i 
 
Comment From PJ  
The common denominator many animals have 
 
Comment From PJ  
Are opossums endangered 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
No PJ they are not endangered. But as the number of people in Virginia grows, so do the communities 
they live in.  
 
New houses and cities replace natural wilderness and diminish the resources opossums need to survive.  
 
What things does an opossum need in its habitat? 
 
Comment From CarolinaGirl ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ ♥  
Food, shelter, safety. 
 
Comment From ▼Dave in Missouri▼  
water 
 
Comment From Shannon  
Trees 
 
Comment From Steph in Maryland  
trees 
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Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
Yes, food, water, shelter and space. 
 
Opossums that lose their habitat are forced to search for new ones. But with forested habitats isolated 
by towns and roads, opossums frequently wander into human communities. 
 
Comment From PJ  
I'm sad when I see forest habitats destroyed to make room for developments. I think how many animals 
lost their homes. 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
Yes, it's heartbreaking :( 
 
Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
They try to find shelter in buildings and backyards. 
 
Nocturnal habits become dangerous in urban surroundings with all the noise, lights, and human activity. 
 
They have to seek out new sources of food, often raiding and spilling trash bins for leftovers, or invading 
farms and eating poultry and eggs. 
 
Other threats in the world of humans include vehicle collision, pollutants and litter, hunting, and 
interactions with pets – dogs and cats. 
 
Sometimes opossums are injured or killed directly by people who have resentment toward them. They 
see them as vermin that raid their garbage and eat chickens and eggs. And they fear they are vectors of 
diseases like rabies. 
 
Comment From PJ  
Are opossums immune from diseases they might pick up from rotting food, etc. 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
For some yes, but not all unfortunately. 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
However, none of this has to be so! 
 
It is important for people to understand that opossums are shy creatures who want nothing more than 
to be left alone. As we talked about before, they rarely carry rabies. They need to have a habitat and 
enough food, water, shelter and space to survive as wild animals. 
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Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
There are many things we can do to help them survive. 
 
Comment From ▼Dave in Missouri▼  
We all live where a forest once was, I guess we just have to adapt and live with them. 
 
Comment From 33mama  
Leave them alone! 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
Yes avoid getting to close to opossums in order to keep them from getting stressed or hurting you out of 
self-defense. 
 
Comment From 33mama  
(but they are so cute!) 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
But they do need their space. 
 
Comment From ▼Dave in Missouri▼  
Drive a little slower to avoid them! 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
Yep, drive carefully to avoid collisions. 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
Keep pets inside. Minimal interaction between dogs or cats and opossums is safe for both animals, as 
each can transmit diseases to the other. 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
Shut trash bins tightly, so they cannot open nor spill them as easily. 
 
Comment From David in VA  
Sorry buy my dogs MUST go out a few times a day in their fenced in yard. ;) 
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Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
Haha of course, just be mindful of their interaction with the local wildlife! 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
And besides being careful for opossums that do inhabit our cities, what is another thing we can do for 
them concerning a home? 
 
Comment From PJ  
Not destroy their habitat. 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
Yes! The public can speak out and demand protection of wild habitats from development. 
Cleaning the environment, picking up litter and properly disposing of it. 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
But what's one more thing we can do besides PROTECT habitats? 
 
Comment From David in VA  
Not litter things like apple cores 
 
Comment From 33mama  
Create habitats? 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
Create habitats! People can get together to plant trees to create new forests. Backyard gardens with 
native trees and bushes can be grown to serve as refuge for wandering opossums. 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
And excellent point David in VA made! Back to cleaning up the environment, we must also prevent 
waste from getting in it, and that INCLUDES apple cores and other organic foods. Those are for a 
backyard or the compost, not in the woods or near a road. 
 
Comment From PJ  
Not feed them. 
 



Wildlife Center Classroom Series: Awesome Opossums Page 27 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
It is important to protect and create opossum habitat not just because these animals need them, but 
because we need them to be around. They are beneficial to the environment, filling niches that help 
keep the ecological community healthy. Can you name me any ways? 
 
Comment From 33mama  
Decrease the number of ticks! 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
Yes, they eat ticks. Opossums get ticks on their bodies all the time, but they groom themselves regularly. 
And when they find a tick, they pick it off and eat it. This is beneficial for the environment because we 
know there are ticks that carry Lyme Disease. Without animals that eat ticks, the disease would spread 
out of control. 
 
And opossums are found to be the best at controlling their numbers. They can eat about 5,000 ticks in 
one season. 
 
Comment From 33mama  
They are a food source for others (eagles, vultures, etc). 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
Yes they are food for other animals. 
 
Comment From Lydia,--PA ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ *♥  
wow! 5,000 ticks eaten in a year. We need to advertise this all bring possums to our yards! 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
They also maintain insect numbers. They feed on carrion, a kind of waste. And for many plants and trees 
whose nuts and seeds are eaten, opossums are essential seed dispersers. 
 
Comment From Lydia,--PA ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ *♥  
This message of yours Danny would make a good outreach educate meme of some kind. We really need 
to get the education out (Danny quote) " Danny Aiuto, WCV: However, none of this has to be so! It is 
important for people to understand that opossums are shy creatures who want nothing more than to be 
left alone. As we talked about before, they rarely carry rabies. They need to have a habitat and enough 
food, water, shelter and space to survive as wild animals." 
 
Comment From Mrs. Matheson  
My 4th graders have been amazed at all the 'cause and effect' that humans do to the wildlife (and it's 
really making an impression with reading "There's an Owl in the Shower") 
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Comment From Lydia,--PA ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ *♥  
Well, many lessons here today! Thank You Danny! Great class! Clap, Clap Clap!!!! 
 
Comment From PJ  
Don't people see opossums more as a varmint than anything else. 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
Some people do, and that's why it's important to teach everything we discussed today to the public and 
help them not resent but appreciate these animals. 
 
Comment From PJ  
I have learned a lot today. Thank you. 
 
Comment From 33mama  
Yes! Opossums are good! 
 
Comment From Lydia,--PA ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ *♥  
I would love to release some possums here! 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
Thank you all for your time today :)! 
 
So there you have it. The Virginia opossum is a remarkable animal in so many ways. It is the only 
marsupial living in North America. Its list of habitats to occupy is broad, equally so is its menu of plants 
and animals to eat. It wanders far and wide so it never runs out of places to hide and rest. It takes 
advantage of the night to escape competition and predation from other animals. It evades death by 
mimicking death. Its remarkable resilience to diseases, and its ability to mitigate disease by eating ticks, 
make it all the more interesting. 
 
So let’s give a big round of applause to the most distinctive of Virginia’s mammals: the Awesome 
Opossum. 
 
Comment From 33mama  
Thanks, Danny! Hope you have enjoyed your time at WCV! 
 
Comment From ▼Dave in Missouri▼  
Very awesome class Danny, I know we didnt let you off too easy! Thank you! 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
You guys were great! Thanks again for your time! I'm glad you learned a lot and I'm proud to have been 
your teacher! 
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Comment From David in VA  
GREAT job Danny. I hope you enjoyed this session as much as we did. 
 
Comment From Lydia,--PA ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ *♥  
Raina, Chapin and Amanda! Danny gets an A plus for his class today) Thank you Danny! 
 

Danny Aiuto, WCV:  
And to finish this off, I will show you all these videos of three other opossums that use to live with us as 
education animals before passing on. In memory of… 
 
Percy: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jIWLl-31bXo 
Bert: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LXh-sHphfig 
Peg: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mr7cc-s8Tic 
 
Comment From Pat, NJ  
Thank you Danny for your time today. It was a great class and we all learned so much more about our 
favs, Pogo and Phebe. 
 
Comment From Jean, Maryland  
Thank you Danny. 
 
Comment From Shannon  
Thank you Danny! 
 
Comment From Lydia,--PA ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ *♥  
Thanks again Danny! I learned alot I did not know. That’s what it is all about! 
 
Comment From ▼Dave in Missouri▼  
Awe, very cool and awesome videos, thank you Danny! 
 
Comment From katiesmom  
Bye Danny!!!!! 
 
Comment From Candice VaBch  
Thank you Danny. I learned a ton. 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jIWLl-31bXo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LXh-sHphfig
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mr7cc-s8Tic

