




By 1985, the organization had a new name – The Wildlife 
Center of Virginia – and a new home, a custom-built 
double-wide trailer.

Despite those humble beginnings, the Center’s mission was 
anything but small – a hospital for native wild animals, teaching the 
world to care about, and care for, wildlife and the environment.

The vision was not just to teach people in the Shenandoah 
Valley or Virginia.  The target audience was not even just the 
United States.  The mission of this fledgling organization was to 
teach the world!

Throughout its history, the Wildlife Center of Virginia has been 
on the cutting edge of the ever-developing field of wildlife and 
conservation medicine.  In its first 35 years, with the help of 
generous supporters, the Center has treated more than 75,000 
patients – more than 200 species of wildlife – and has 
catalogued and shared lessons learned.   The Center has 
embraced innovative, state-of-the-art technologies, emerging 
science, and new opportunities for communication.

And, in fact, the Wildlife Center has been teaching the 
world!  


















