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Peregrine Falcon: Built for Speed 

  
 

 
 
 
 

Friday, April 3, 2015 

Congowings:  
Good afternoon everyone.   Hope you all are ready to talk about feathers - fast feathers. I’m so glad you 
all have joined me this afternoon.  I know many of you have been watching the Richmond Falcon Cam 
where Ambassador Maggie’s parents have laid four eggs this year. Last year they laid three eggs, but 
one didn’t hatch. And while I know we all wish that Maggie hadn’t been injured and admitted to the 
Wildlife Center - we have all followed her story and she has been a great ambassador for her species.   I 
will share some of her ‘baby’ pictures a bit later.  You can view Maggie right now on Critter Cam 1. 
 
Comment From BarbG  
you can see why she is a star-cute bath right on time 
 

Congowings:  
There were several questions posted earlier which I will answer.   If you aren’t able to be here for the 
entire session and your question wasn’t addressed be sure to scroll back later. 
 
Comment From CarolinaGirl  
Maggie is cleaning up a bit for her special cam day! 
 
Comment From CK in Pa  
Hi, Congo, CN & all at WCV. Ready for class. Maggie's taking a bath, how cute. 
 
Comment From Heidi  
Good afternoon Congo and all. Snow finally melting in the hills of NH. Happy Spring. All the birds of the 
air and creatures of the earth will be happy. 
 

Congowings:  
Good afternoon everyone! 
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Congowings:  
We'll start at the beginning - why are they called Peregrine Falcons? Peregrine in Latin is "Peregrinus," 
which means traveler. Peregrine falcons are well known for their long fall and spring migratory flights to 
and from their nesting and wintering habitats. The Arctic peregrine falcon lives up to its name, breeding 
on the north slope of Alaska east across northern Canada to Greenland in summer and migrating as far 
south as the tip of South America to winter. (source - U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services) 
 

Congowings:  
The peregrine falcon belongs to the genus "Falco," which is characterized by long pointed wings. In fact 
the word Falco is derived from "falx," the Latin word for sickle, in reference to the distinct sickle-shaped 
silhouette of the peregrine falcon’s extended wings in flight. 
 

Congowings:  
Also unique to this species is the notched beak that is used to kill prey by severing the spinal column at 
the neck.   When Ambassador Maggie was admitted to the Wildlife Center you will remember how her 
beak was damaged. The beak continues to grow - like our fingernails do and you can see what a 
difference a few months make when it comes to the condition of Maggie’s beak. 
 

Congowings 

  
Photos showing the change in Ambassador Maggie's beak. Photos property of WCV. 
 

Congowings:  
Ambassador Maggie is having a great time in her tub.   
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Congowings:  
The peregrine falcon is a crow-sized bird, weighing just over two pounds with a wing span of 
approximately 3 feet. An adult peregrine has a dark grey back and crown, dark bars or streaks on a pale 
chest and abdomen, and heavy malar (cheek) stripes on the side of the face. 
 
Comment From Sweetpea  
Maggie's parents are beautiful. 
 
Comment From Pat, NJ  
Good afternoon Congowings! 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Right on cue! Maggie is taking a bath. :) 
 
Comment From rejoyce  
Her beak looks much better! 
 
Comment From Izzy  
Giggles one of our first intro videos of Maggie was in her tub seems like even as she's growing up her 
love of bath time hasn't changed :) 
 

Congowings:  
Hi Amanda. Maggie is really hamming it up today for us. 
 
Comment From Debbie in Maine  
Hi Congo! It has been AGES since I've been able to be on! Looking forward to learning more about 
PEFAs--maybe my favorite bird! 
 

Congowings:  
Hi Debbie in Maine. So glad you are able to join us today. 
 

Congowings:  
Immature peregrines are buff colored in front and have dark brown backs; adults are white or buff in 
front and bluish-gray on their backs. 
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Congowings 

  
Photos showing the change in Ambassador Maggie's plumage. Photos property of WCV. 
  

Congowings:  
Ambassador Maggie is now going through a molt and will be getting her adult plumage. 
 

Congowings:  
Females and males are identical in appearance, however, the female can be a third larger than the male. 
(source - U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services) 
 
Comment From Mrs. Matheson  
Good morning, Congo! We're a little tardy to class. We had to finish math and then get the computers 
booted up. 
 

Congowings:  
Hi Mrs. Matheson and students. Glad you are here. 
 
Comment From rejoyce  
She is just stunning!! 
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Comment From cwerb ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ  
and Maggie hatched from a pink spotted egg! 
 

Congowings:  
You sure?  ;-) 
 
Comment From Pat, NJ  
My safari cam just ended with a leopard in a tree having his dinner of baboon. YIKES. Now I'm ready for 
more civilized viewing of our beautiful Maggie and learning about her species. 
 
Comment From Pat, NJ  
Maggie putting on a real show for us today. 
 

Congowings:  
Peregrine falcons can be hard to identify because of their quick flight and camouflage coloring. It has a 
dark head with a wide dark mustache mark, white throat, blue-gray back and pale breast cross-barred 
with dark brown. Young birds have darker, brownish plumage. Their breast is marked with vertical 
brown streaking. The wings and tail are bluish-gray, while the back is a darker brown. The females are 
larger than the males. 
 

Congowings 

  
Former WCV Ambassador Chayton (2010-2013). Photos property of WCV. 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Congo, I was just staring at Maggie yesterday and realized (which you can see in the photo) that her cere 
is changing color! And those feet!! 
 

Congowings:  
Yes, I noticed that too when I was going through the older photos. Seeing her each day - you don't 
realize how much she has changed. 
 
Comment From Izzy  
I wonder if Maggie's molting is making her enjoy the water all the more today what a splash :) 
 

Congowings:  
It sure helpls. 
 
Comment From rejoyce  
Hi Amanda! 
 
Comment From Sweetpea  
how do well tell male female apart when they are side by side? 
 

Congowings:  
Just like eagles, the females are larger than the males, Sweetpea. 
 

Congowings:  
One of the past Ambassadors at the Wildlife Center - Peregrine Falcon Chayton. For more information 
on Chayton please visit: 
 
http://wildlifecenter.org/news_events/news/chayton-2010-2013 
 
Comment From Heidi  
Looks like she be playing hopscotch on here platfor 
 
 
 
 

http://wildlifecenter.org/news_events/news/chayton-2010-2013
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Congowings 

  
WCV patient #12-0023 (Peregrine Falcon). Photo property of James R. Deal. © 2012 
 

Congowings:  
Admitted August 7, 2012 and released September 3, 2012. Found on a hotel balcony in Virginia Beach, 
Virginia. Judging from the plumage this was an immature bird less than two years of age (most likely 
around one year old). This falcon was a past patient - admitted on January 8 and released on June 6 in 
Hampton, Virginia. Due to its size the staff at WCV thought this patient was a male. When it arrived at 
the Center it weighed 550 grams. When it was released it weighed approximately 590 grams. For more 
information about this previous patient please visit: 
 
http://wildlifecenter.org/critter-corner/archive-patient/peregrine-falcon-12-0023 
 
Comment From Kandis-Renee from chesterfield va.  
This is amazing I am finally here for this. I am glad I had a half a day. Now I can learn about animals. 
 

Congowings:  
Glad you are able to be here Kandis-Renee - hope you are also paying attention in school. ;-) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://wildlifecenter.org/critter-corner/archive-patient/peregrine-falcon-12-0023
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Congowings 

  
Beneath the falcon’s eye is a dark patch, similar to the black patch you see below a football player’s 
eyes. This shading minimizes glare. Photo property of WCV. 
  

Congowings:  
The easiest way to identify a peregrine falcon is to look for these markings: 
 

Congowings 

  
Photo showing the yellow circle surrounding each eye. Photo property of WCV. 
 

Congowings:  
A yellow circle surrounding each eye. 
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Congowings:  
Dark brown bars across the white chest. 
The chin and neck are white, but the cheeks and top of the head are brown. Sometimes the cheeks can 
have a dark brown tear-shaped mark. 
If the wings are open, you can see the dark brown barring across the wings. 
 
Comment From Sweetpea  
I remember that release. Ed said the falcon took off at warp speed. lol 
 
Comment From Regina, IL  
Hi Congo and all. I took a late lunch so I could be here peregrine falcons are beautiful. Thanks for class. 
 

Congowings:  
Hi Regina! So glad you are able to be here today. 
 

Congowings:  
The Peregrine Falcon weighs a little over two pounds (about the size of a crow) and is about one a half 
feet tall.  The female or "falcon" is larger than the male - called “tercel”. 
 

Congowings:  
The wingspan of a Peregrine Falcon is approximately 36-44 inch wingspan. 
 

Congowings 

  
WCV President Ed Clark and Peregrine Falcon - showing the wingspan. Photo property of WCV. 
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Congowings:  
Who is that man? 
 
Comment From Sweetpea  
Is that ED Who? 
 
Comment From JK in TN  
Looks familiar 
 
Comment From CarolinaGirl  
....with all that dark hair??? 
 
Comment From Guest  
Sigh. Ed before the gray. 
 
Comment From Lois  
Dang, that's an old picture of our hero. ;-) 
 
Comment From rejoyce  
Lol! ! 
 
Comment From Mary E in NC  
We've turned his hair white! 
 
Comment From rejoyce  
What is their life span? 
 

Congowings:  
Peregrines may live to be 12 to 15 years old. However, the mortality rate for young falcons is about 60%. 
This means that approximately 6 out of every 10 falcons hatched will die in its first year of life. 
 
Comment From rejoyce  
How long can Maggie live in captivity? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
FOREVER. 
 

Congowings:  
15 years is a nice 'old' age for Falcons in captivity too, Rejoyce. 
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Comment From ▼Dave in Missouri▼  
Ed who? 
 

Congowings:  
Love that photo. ;-)  Hi Dave! 
 

Congowings:  
But on the tough side - The mortality rate is high for young peregrines. Only one in 10 makes it to 
breeding age (2 years).   
 
Comment From rejoyce  
Why is their survived rate so low? 
 

Congowings:  
I'll cover that in a little bit, Rejoyce.   
 
Comment From Pat, NJ  
Oh no, say it ain't so! 
 
Comment From ▼Dave in Missouri▼  
Oh wow! Odds not good there! 
 
Comment From Mary E in NC  
Are they endangered? 
 

Congowings:  
No, not at this time, Mary E. I have more information on that a little later. 
 
Comment From Sweetpea  
Even better that Maggie is now a ambassador :) 
 

Congowings:  
So, where can Peregrine Falcons be found? 
 
Comment From ▼Dave in Missouri▼  
WCV!:) 
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Congowings:  
Good answer!  Yes, a number of falcons have been admitted to the Wildlife Center over the years. 
 
Comment From Izzy  
Richmond :) 
 

Congowings:  
Most definitely. And Maggie's mom is incubating right now. 
 

Congowings:  
The peregrine falcon has the most extensive natural distribution of any bird in the world, limited only by 
high elevations, extreme heat, and extreme cold. It is found on all continents except Antarctica. In most 
parts of the world, it is absent only in the high mountains, in large tracts of desert or jungle, and on 
isolated islands in the oceans. The American peregrine falcon breeds in Mexico, the United States, and 
Canada. 
 
Comment From :Lynne - TheMaritimes.CA  
Does the PEFA have a shorter life span than the osprey? 
 

Congowings:  
Yes, Osprey can live as many as 30 years. 
 

Congowings:  
While the Peregrine Falcon's average lifespan is around 15 years, but have been known to live to 20. 
 
Comment From katiesmom  
Richmond va 
 
Comment From :Lynne - TheMaritimes.CA  
I have been watching PEFA nests in Oz and Netherlands, too. 
 

Congowings:  
Yes, they have had cams over there for a number of years. I remember watching S2. 
 
Comment From Pat, NJ  
Speaking of osprey, has WCV ever had one as a patient? 
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Congowings:  
Yes, the Center has admitted Osprey. Remember the Osprey chicks that they renested? 
 
Comment From Mrs. Matheson  
We figure our chances of seeing a PEFA here are pretty slim since we are in the Mohave Desert. boo hoo 
 

Congowings:  
:-( 
 

Congowings:  
There are 17 subspecies, but only 3 are found in North America. 
 

Congowings:  
There are three subspecies nesting in North America: The Arctic peregrine falcon (Falco peregrinus 
tundrius) nests on the north slope of Alaska east across northern Canada to Greenland, and winters in 
Latin America. The Peale's peregrine falcon (Falco peregrinus pealei) is a year-round resident on the 
coasts of Washington, British Columbia, and Alaska north to the Aleutian Islands. The American 
peregrine falcon (Falco peregrinus anatum) nests in southern Alaska, Canada, United States and 
northern Mexico. Peregrine falcons that nest in subarctic areas generally winter in South America, while 
those that nest at lower latitudes exhibit variable migratory behavior. Some are nonmigratory. (source - 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services) 
 
Comment From Pat, NJ  
OOPS, my bad. I do remember that. Brain fried today. 
 

Congowings:  
Check the website, there are some great photos of the osprey being re-nested, Pat. Was one of those 
feel good moments. Osprey are rather high strung, so one has to be careful with them in captivity. 
 
Comment From CarolinaGirl  
Maggie's parents appear to be nesting on gravel/rocks. Is this normal nesting material for PEFAs 
 

Congowings:  
Yes, CarolinaGirl. I have quite a bit of information on the nesting habits we will cover. I thought that 
would be what most would be interested since many are watching the Richmond Falcon Cam. 
 



Peregrine Falcon Class Page 14 
 

Comment From ▼Dave in Missouri▼  
Awesome, very interested in the nesting habits! 
 

Congowings:  
Now I know you all know that the falcon's claim to fame is speed - so I know you all will be able to 
answer this question - How fast can they fly? 
 
Comment From BarbG  
200 mph 
 
Comment From Pat, NJ  
200 mph 
 
Comment From Brenda from VA  
200 mph? 
 
Comment From Regina, IL  
The can dive at over 200 mph 
 
Comment From Izzy  
200 mph or 320 km/h :) which is amazing! 
 
Comment From ▼Dave in Missouri▼  
2.000,000,000 mph! 
 
Comment From rejoyce  
200 mph 
 

Congowings:  
Very good. Well, almost - Dave.  That is the diving speed. In level flight, the normal speed for peregrines 
is about 40 to 55 miles per hour. In a stoop (dive) peregrine falcons can attain speeds in excess of 200 
miles per hour as they attack their prey. 
 
Comment From Stephen in NC  
200 mph, wings tucked for power dive, on a straight line to the prey 
 
Comment From Pat, NJ  
Ah ha, diving and flying might be two different figures. 
 
Comment From Izzy  
Good thing Maggie doesn't fly that fast on cam ;) 
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Congowings:  
The air pressure from a 200 mph dive could possibly damage a bird’s lungs, but the falcon compensates 
with cone-shaped bones that protrude from the entrance of its nostrils - called baffles or tubercles. They 
control the flow of incoming air reducing the change in air pressure so the falcon can breathe easily. 
 

Congowings 

  
Photo showing the baffles or tubercles that control the flow of incoming air. Photo property of WCV. 
 
Comment From ▼Dave in Missouri▼  
That is so cool! 
 
Comment From CarolinaGirl  
They must have awesome braking ability! 
 
Comment From Pat, NJ  
So with that flying speed, how does it compare with other predators? 
 

Congowings:  
They are still faster - even cruising. 
 
Comment From Kandis-Renee from chesterfield va.  
I did not know that. WOW That is cool. 
 
Comment From Izzy  
Something tells me if you are prey for a falcon you're in trouble.. 
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Congowings:  
To protect the Peregrine Falcon’s eyes, they use their nictitating membranes (third eyelids) to spread 
tears and clear debris from their eyes while maintaining vision.  Let me share a video with everyone. 
 

Congowings  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j3mTPEuFcWk 
 
Comment From rejoyce  
Wow!!!!!!! 
 
Comment From ▼Dave in Missouri▼  
Very awesome! 
 
Comment From Pat, NJ  
Wow, that was amazing. Thank you. 
 
Comment From Izzy  
What an amazing video!! Such a smart falcon! 
 
Comment From Mrs. Matheson  
Headphones were quickly put on when the video started. I haven't seen my students move that fast in a 
long time! LOL 
 
Comment From Sweetpea  
Their prey doesn't stand a chance. 
 
Comment From ▼Dave in Missouri▼  
Can a falcon take out an eagle? 
 

Congowings:  
An eagle that finds itself in a nesting territory of a falcon can be the recipient of an attack and can 
sustain injury. But I haven't heard of a Falcon trying to 'take' an eagle as prey. 
 
Comment From Sweetpea  
Lets not forget the Falcon Fighter jet. 
 
Congowings:  
lol Sweetpea. 
 
Comment From Mrs. Matheson  
Frightful is the name of the falcon from the book My Side of the Mountain by Jean Craighead George. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j3mTPEuFcWk
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Congowings:  
Peregrines eat birds and other things that fly. A peregrine will typically fly above its prey, then fold its 
wings and dive or stoop at the other bird and strike it with a half-closed foot. The falcon then retrieves 
the stunned or dead bird in midair. Peregrines are also swift fliers that can simply fly up behind their 
prey and grab it in mid-flight. 
 
Comment From Stephen in NC  
The AirForce studied peregrines in designing some recent fighter planes, whose wings can be tucked in 
 

Congowings:  
Falcons will also cache - anyone know what that means? 
 
Comment From Pat, NJ  
Store their prey? 
 
Comment From Brenda from VA  
Save dead prey somewhere? 
 
Comment From :Lynne - TheMaritimes.CA  
Stash or hide away for a later meal. 
 
Comment From Mrs. Matheson  
Teacher does - it means to store or hide away. 
 
Comment From Kandis-Renee from chesterfield va.  
No congo what does it mean 
 

Congowings:  
You all are right. Falcons will sometimes store uneaten food for later   - called caching. They usually have 
several favorite cache spots on the cliff or elsewhere in the territory. 
 

Congowings:  
An adult peregrine will eat about 70 grams (2 1/2 ounces) of food per day. This is equal to about two 
blackbirds. 
 

Congowings:  
Peregrine falcons are aerial predators, feeding on live birds and an occasional bat, which they capture in 
mid-air. Peregrine falcons often hunt in tandem, alternately diving on their prey until it is caught. 
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Congowings:  
Once a peregrine targets its prey, it will stoop (or swoop) at speeds reaching 200 mph. Often, the 
peregrine strikes the flying prey from above, angling itself to dive from the direction of the sun. This 
increases the falcon's ability to see the prey, and the prey will be blinded by the sun (literally won't 
know what hit 'em.) (source: National Park Service) 
 
Comment From JK in TN  
Do they have crops??? 
 

Congowings:  
Yes, they have crops too, JK in TN. 
 

Congowings 

  
Photo showing the tomial tooth on the beak of a Peregrine Falcon. Photo property of WCV. 
 

Congowings:  
The Peregrine Falcon’s upper beak is notched near the tip - called the tomial tooth, an adaptation which 
enables falcons to kill prey by severing the spinal column at the neck. 
 
Comment From cwerb ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ  
Ed's plumage changed too hee hee 
 

Congowings:  
I think a few of us can say the same thing. :-) 
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Comment From ▼Dave in Missouri▼  
Lol cwerb! 
 
Comment From Pat, NJ  
Is that Chayton? 
 

Congowings:  
Yes, Pat, NJ. That photo is of Chayton. 
 
Comment From Pat, NJ  
RIP Chayton. 
 

Congowings:  
Do peregrine falcons have natural predators? 
Peregrine falcons are fast, aggressive, and fearless predators located at the top of their food-chain; they 
rarely suffer from predation by other animals. Great-horned owls and golden eagles are known to 
occasionally kill fledgling peregrines, and less often, adults. Peregrine eggs and young sometimes fall 
victim to raccoons, Great Horned Owls, Martins, snakes and red-tailed hawks. The nestlings of ground-
nesting Arctic peregrine falcons may be preyed upon by grizzly bears and foxes. 
 
Comment From Kandis-Renee from chesterfield va.  
Chayton is very pretty. 
 
Comment From Mrs. Matheson  
We need to check our photo of Grayson and see if she has a tomial tooth. 
 

Congowings:  
So now we coming to the breeding part - Peregrines generally do keep the same mate from year to year. 
However, if a member of the pair dies, the surviving falcon will accept a replacement mate sometimes as 
soon as a week after its mate died. 
 

Congowings:  
Sexual maturity occurs during the second year of life, followed by approximately one month of 
courtship. 
 
Comment From JK in TN  
It's not enough they have speed. By using the direction of the sun, they are doubly deadly!! 
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Congowings:  
Because of its territoriality, nest-site requirements and dependence on other birds as prey, peregrine 
falcons need large areas in which to live and reproduce. Therefore, they do not occur in large numbers 
anywhere in their range. The Arctic regions of North America support only about one pair per every 
2,000 square miles.   (North Carolina Wild) 
 
Comment From Sweetpea  
Wow- don't waste much time getting another mate. 
 

Congowings:  
You might view this link later. Peregrine Falcon laying egg and nesting behavior (Arkive): 
http://www.arkive.org/peregrine-falcon/falco-peregrinus/video-09a.html 
 
Comment From Guest  
Good afternoon Congowings and all, I'm late but just wanted to thank Congowings for the class and for 
all she does for WCV and Critter Nation! 
 

Congowings:  
Glad you made it Guest. ;-) 
 

Congowings:  
Peregrine Falcons in the U.S. begin breeding activities in the south earlier than in northern States. In 
Arizona and coastal California, peregrines begin nesting in late February and early March. In Alaska, 
nesting begins in May. 
 
Comment From ▼Dave in Missouri▼  
Wow thats a lot of land! 
 

Congowings:  
In Virginia: Courtship serves to strengthen the pair bond and brings the pair into reproductive 
synchrony. Courtship behaviors may be seen in Virginia over a long time period depending on the 
breeding chronology of the specific pair but is typically observed most intensively during the month of 
March. Courtship involves several behaviors performed in flight or in the vicinity of the nest site. These 
include circling flights, bows, and displays. Behaviors are often associated with vocalizations. During the 
courtship period, the male will frequently offer prey to the female. (Source: CCB) 
 

http://www.arkive.org/peregrine-falcon/falco-peregrinus/video-09a.html
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Congowings:  
Here is a link where you can hear the courtship vocals and behavior.   I will post a couple of videos that 
are short where you can also hear the courtship, but you might want to view this one later. 
Peregrine falcon courtship - Gulf Tower Pittsburgh (PixController 3:32): 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rm6VWqmjo2g 
 
Comment From Mrs. Matheson  
Sorry, Congo, but we need to leave. This is positively wonderful but we need to review for our science 
test which is Monday (and unfortunately, isn't all on PEFA's. ) Thank you for teaching us today! 
 

Congowings:  
Glad you were able to catch some of it with us. Be sure to scroll back. :-) 
 

Congowings:  
‘Bowing’ is a display falcons use in many situations, but especially as part of courtship. 
 

Congowings 

  
Screen capture from VDGIF's Richmond Falcon Cam showing the courtship display of 'bowing'. Screen 
capture property of VDGIF. 
 
Comment From Sweetpea  
Bye Mrs Matheson & class- Happy Easter. 
 

Congowings  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uvs29v0Vtv0 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rm6VWqmjo2g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uvs29v0Vtv0
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Comment From rejoyce  
How sweet! 
 

Congowings:  
Don't you just love those vocals?  And they can get very, very loud! Gifting the female with prey means 
that mating isn't far behind. 
 
Comment From Stephen in NC  
Courtly ! 
 

Congowings  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7NLfavMt8tU 
  

Congowings:  
Notice also the female's tail to the right . . . 
 
Comment From Pat, NJ  
I guess the babies were underneath there somewhere. 
 

Congowings:  
You mean the screen capture? No, no eggs yet. Just courting. 
 
Comment From Pat, NJ  
Ut oh, feel like a peeking Tom there. 
 
Comment From rejoyce  
I could handle some bowing down and gifts of food......... 
 
Comment From Mrs. Matheson  
They will need to write down three PEFA facts they learned. Great expository text and using author's 
evidence. 
 

Congowings:  
Good luck class!! 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7NLfavMt8tU
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Congowings:  
The female leans forward and moves her tail to one side. The male rests on his tarsi on her back, 
flapping his wings, and presses his tail underneath the female's. Copulations are usually accompanied by 
wailing on the female's part, and chittering or ee-chupping by the male. When the male departs, the 
female usually ee-chups a few times, and often rouses (shakes her feathers). Before and during egg 
laying, Peregrines copulate frequently. When the clutch is complete they rarely copulate. 
 

Congowings:  
Peregrine Falcons don’t bring nesting material in to build a nest. In rural areas Peregrine falcons lay their 
eggs in shallow indentations which they scratch out with their talons on the earth or the floor of their 
nesting box. These indentations are called "scrapes". Peregrine falcons typically nest on ledges and in 
small shallow caves located high on cliff walls and have been known to use abandoned nests too.   
 

Congowings  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mw1HKLRfwwI 
 
Comment From ▼Dave in Missouri▼  
I like my eggs over medium, but they like their eggs on the rocks! 
 
Comment From CarolinaGirl  
Love the pantaloons! 
 

Congowings:  
The male makes sure the scape is just right. Peregrines typically nest on ledges of rock cliffs. However, 
falcons have been able to adapt to use tall buildings. If you think about it, a city skyscraper is tall and 
constructed of concrete or stone, just like a rock cliff. Window boxes and other niches on buildings 
provide a place for a female to lay eggs. Man-made nest boxes and trays lined with pea gravel are also 
used by falcons. (source - U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services) 
 
Comment From Pat, NJ  
Good one Dave. 
 
Comment From Kandis-Renee from chesterfield va.  
Okay have to go. Thank you congo very much. I will read back later. 
 

Congowings:  
Bye Kandis-Renee. See you again soon. Glad you got to see some of it. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mw1HKLRfwwI
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Comment From cwerb ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ  
how tall would those rock cliffs be.. 
 
Comment From Sweetpea  
:) Dave in Missouri 
 

Congowings:  
A Peregrine Falcon egg is about the size of a small chicken egg - 2 inches long. 
 

Congowings:  
Typical Peregrine Falcon clutches vary from 3 to 5 with four being the most common. 
Between eggs, the female may be lethargic and spend more time in the nest. The feathers may be 
fluffed up or look a bit disheveled. 
 

Congowings:  
The female lays eggs at 2-3 day intervals until the clutch is complete.   
 
Comment From Sweetpea  
?? For Falcon Class. What is delayed incubation and the benefits? While watching AEF eagle cam in 
Dollywood the female eagle Indy was also doing delayed incubation. I had never seen eagles do this 
before and from past history, they say she is very good at it. TY 
 

Congowings:  
Peregrine Falcons delay fully incubating the eggs until the second or third egg is laid (depending on the 
clutch size).   This is so the chicks will hatch closer together.  Before full incubation starts, they often 
"guard" the partial clutch, standing in the nest or within sight of the eggs.  When observing you if the 
male enters the nest for a while (even a long while) and then comes out and perches out of the nest 
while the female also remains outside, you can be fairly safe in assuming that full incubation has not 
started yet. 
 

Congowings  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uu9Buq-hdtA 
 

Congowings:  
This is the Richmond Falcon laying the fourth egg this season (2015). 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uu9Buq-hdtA
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Comment From cwerb ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ  
what a fluffy bird she is..so momlike. 
 
Comment From cwerb ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ  
see? pink spotted eggs! Jakermo's was right after all.. 
 

Congowings:  
Peregrine falcons lay multi-colored   speckled eggs and vary in color from light pink/tan to darker 
mottled reddish-browns or even purples.   Older falcons may produce eggs that are lighter in color; 
possibly due to lack of calcium. 
 
Comment From GN  
I'm ready for class. 1:00 pm central time, right? 
 

Congowings:  
sigh . . .  Glad you made it GN. ;-) 
 
Comment From Lois  
Does the male also help with the incubation process? 
 

Congowings:  
Yes, but not that much. His job is to provide food. 
 
Comment From ▼Dave in Missouri▼  
Have to get back to work, I will do a full scroll back tonight. Thank you so much Congowings for the 
class! Happy Easter to all and God bless you all! 
 

Congowings:  
Oh shucks. I can never squeeze everything in one hour.  See you later, Dave. Glad you were here. 
 
Comment From Pat, NJ  
Maggie, you were a beautiful baby in your pink speculed shell, but baby, look at you now - just 
gorgeous. 
 
Comment From Sweetpea  
Right on time GN. lol 
 
Comment From meems  
Tad late Congo ~ scrolling back ~thanks for the class ~ have a super day ~ 
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Congowings:  
Glad you made it meems. Maybe scroll back later. I have a little more.   
 

Congowings:  
A first glimpse at the fourth egg of the clutch (on left), moments after it was laid. 
 

Congowings 

  
Screen capture from VDGIF's Richmond Falcon Cam showing four eggs laid 2015. Screen capture 
property of VDGIF. 
  

Congowings:  
The newest egg was the one on the left in this pic. 
 
Comment From cwerb ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ  
that one is bronze! 
 
Comment From Judie - MA  
Hi Congo and all! Since I adopted Maggie I received an email today from Amanda telling me that Maggie 
is beginning to molt and will soon have her adult plumage. 
 

Congowings:  
Hi Judie. Yes, Maggie is molting. She will be getting that adult plumage soon. 
 
Comment From Izzy  
Hi Amanda I have a PEFA question for you, is there a significance in PEFA egg colouring? It doesn't seem 
like they camouflage very well to the nesting box colour at Richmond. Also wondering for Maggie will 
she get as vibrant of colours as her parents have or does that depend on diet? Oops guess that was 2 
PEFA questions :) 
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Congowings:  
As to why birds lay different colored eggs - species to species - isn’t really known, but has been a topic of 
speculation and research for years.   Camouflage, eggshell strength, and egg recognition have all been 
suggested by eminent biologists. It is thought that the eggs with colors and patterns help to camouflage 
them in species that lay their eggs where they are more exposed.   Some biologists think that the nesting 
strategy of birds who lay white or almost white eggs might play a part. These birds hide their eggs from 
predators by covering their eggs in vegetation or have nests located in cavities or tall trees and are not 
visible to predators.   Camouflage coloring or markings don’t provide any survival advantage for these 
birds. 
 

Congowings:  
Birds that use open nests usually have blue or speckled eggs. 
 

Congowings:  
Birds that nest on the ground usually have eggs with different colors (grays and browns) and may be 
speckled - making it harder for nest invaders to see them when the adult isn’t incubating. The spots and 
patterns blend into the surrounding ground cover. 
 

Congowings:  
While there may not be a definitive reason why different colored eggs are laid, there is an explanation 
as to how the different colors are made. 
 

Congowings:  
At the end of the egg’s journey through the oviduct, the shell gland adds shell colors, first as pigments 
deposited in the course of shell formation - the ground color - and later as superficial markings in the 
cuticle, the thin transparent coating of protein molecules that covers the entire shell. The shell pigments 
are porphyrins, which derive from the hematin of old blood cells that have been broken down in the 
liver and transformed into bile pigments. (Ornithology, Frank B. Gill) 
 

Congowings:  
There are two pigments responsible for bird egg color. The pigment biliverdin (derives from bile) is 
deposited on the egg as it travels through the oviduct and is responsible for blue/green shades. 
Protoporphyrin (a blood derivative that is accumulated and excreted in feces) is responsible for the 
red/brown spots, patterns and some color.   
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Congowings:  
Coloration is an integral part of the development of the shell, with the same protein responsible for 
depositing calcium carbonate or protoporphyrins when there is a lack of that mineral. One study 
suggests that the protoporphyrin markings on perching bird eggs act to reduce brittleness by acting as a 
solid-state lubricant (compensating for the amount of calcium).   As the female’s store of calcium is 
depleted, later eggs in a clutch may be more spotted than earlier ones. 
 

Congowings:  
Individual egg color is also genetically influenced (inherited through the mother only). This suggests that 
the gene responsible for pigmentation is through the W chromosome (male birds have ZZ; female birds 
WZ). 
 
Comment From Jersey Shore Amy  
Whoa. Never heard that explanation before. Very cool. 
 
Comment From Brenda from VA  
PEFA query: Has anyone done any type of study to see if the colors of the PEFA eggs are related in any 
manner to the sexes of the chicks that hatch from them? We have an early release Friday, so I will be 
able to be here for PEFA class and am very much looking forward to it. 
 

Congowings:  
One of the leading research papers titled “Peregrine Falcon Eggs: Egg Size, Hatchling Sex, and Clutch Sex 
Ratios” (Authors William Burnham, Calvin Sandfort, James R. Belthoff) does not state there is any 
correlation between egg color and gender.   When I asked Dr. Dave McRuer if he knew of any studies 
regarding gender and egg color he stated, “In this species, egg length, breadth and hatchling mass are 
not correlated to gender and if any paper were to investigate egg color and gender, this would be the 
one. Since it doesn’t, I’m left to assume there is no relationship between speckling and gender.” 
  

Congowings:  
I hope that answers that question for you Brenda. 
 

Congowings:  
Peregrine Falcon eggs typically hatch between 31-35 days (33 being the average).   The female does 
most of the incubating, but both adults are known to share incubation duties. 
 
Comment From barb in mass  
Thanks Critters for the cams today 
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Congowings:  
Eyasses (name for Peregrine Falcon young) weigh approximately 1.5 ounces and will double their weight 
in the first week. The hatchlings are almost naked with fluffy white down which is replaced by a denser 
coat of white down.   The males are smaller and usually develop faster than the females. The down is 
replaced by juvenile feathers in 21-35 days. 
 

Congowings:  
The first couple of weeks the hatchling(s) are brooded almost constantly. But around 2-3 weeks it is 
normal to see the Eyasses left unattended at times as they no longer need constant brooding. 
 
Comment From Brenda from VA  
Thanks, Congo! That definitely answers my question. 
 

Congowings:  
The following photos and videos are taken from VDGIF’s Richmond Falcon Cam last season. These 
photos and videos are a bit special as they include Ambassador Maggie and her parents and sibling. 
 

Congowings:  
This is my favorite part I think. 
 

Congowings 

  
Screen capture from VDGIF's Richmond Falcon Cam showing Female feeding first hatchling 2014. Screen 
capture property of VDGIF. 
 
 



Peregrine Falcon Class Page 30 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
:) 
 
Comment From Kathy in NM ♥  
The pink-colored eggs camouflage well in the red-rock canyons of the southwest. 
 

Congowings 

  
Screen capture from VDGIF's Richmond Falcon Cam showing Female feeding two hatchlings 2014. 
Screen capture property of VDGIF. 
 
Comment From cwerb ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ  
OOH! CUTENESS! 
 

Congowings:  
Cuteness overload . . . 
 

Congowings:  
Source VDGIF:   For the first several days after hatching, peregrine chicks have fairly poor eyesight and 
respond primarily to adult vocalizations.   As their sight improves between 4 and 8 days, the nestlings 
will begin to distinguish and react by sight to the adults.   Behaviors such as preening, scratching, and 
stretching will begin after the first week, although the chicks will spend most of their time sleeping for 
the first 2 weeks. 
 
Comment From BarbG  
so cute 
 
Comment From Sweetpea  
Eyasses are sooo precious. 
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Comment From CarolinaGirl  
Awwww..Maggie baby pictures!:) 
 

Congowings:  
Can you tell which one she is?  lol 
 

Congowings:  
And now even more cuteness . . . 
 

Congowings  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C29b1-6kFTc 
 
Comment From CarolinaGirl  
The cutest one, of course!! 
  

Congowings:  
I have to wonder how many of you are out there worrying about the one in the corner . . . 
 
Comment From CarolinaGirl  
You know us too well!! 
 
Comment From Guest  
Maggie is the one with a pink bow. 
 
From Sweetpea  
Oh My goodness- they look like little ET's. 
 
Comment From Brenda from VA  
I saw this on the VDIF site and like to think Maggie is the one who came over and made sure she got her 
share. 
 
Comment From Stephen in NC  
I worried when I watched this one last week 
 
Comment From cwerb ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ  
that is too adorable 
 
Comment From Stephen in NC  
It's hard to discern. They both have two eyes. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C29b1-6kFTc
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Comment From Pat, NJ  
I guess that third egg wasn't viable. 
 

Congowings:  
No, it wasn't viable, Pat. 
 

Congowings:  
I'm going to continue since I still have more to share. I always like to wait for the videos to end, but I 
notice the time -   
  

Congowings:  
Source VDGIF: May 16, 2014: The two nestlings are 16 days old, and they continue to grow in size at a 
fast clip.   Flight feathers along the edges of the wings are now visible.   Although brooding by the 
parents has ceased, the chicks continue to huddle together, which allows them to conserve heat on 
cool, overcast days such as today.   As the chicks become more mobile and better able to stand they 
may eventually amble out of the nest box to explore their surroundings, which we anticipate will take 
place sometime within the next week.   The female remains close by in order to guard her young, and at 
this stage still roosts at the nest box.   Although the male is still the primary hunter, it is the female that 
most often feeds the young. 
 

Congowings 

  
Screen capture from VDGIF's Richmond Falcon Cam showing two eyasses at 16 days old in 2014. Screen 
capture property of VDGIF. 
 
Comment From Lois  
No sibling rivalry during feedings? 
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Congowings:  
They are known to exhibit sibling rivalry too, Lois. 
 
Comment From Stephen in NC  
Please Please continue, Congo. So many people scroll back later. If you gathered more, we want to see it 
! ! 
 

Congowings:  
Oh, I'm not going til I finish. We are talking about feathers. ;-) 
 
Comment From Jersey Shore Amy  
Is it my imagination, or do falcons feed their young much more quickly than say eagles or ospreys? 
 

Congowings:  
No, I don't think it’s your imagination. They do eat quickly.   
 
Comment From rejoyce  
A.Dorable. :) 
 
Comment From Sweetpea  
Looks like Dad could stay busy if there are 4 chicks. 
 
Comment From cwerb ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ  
hah..is she saying that's all folks? 
 

Congowings:  
No, not yet. :) 
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Congowings 

  
Screen capture from VDGIF's Richmond Falcon Cam showing one eyass out of the nest box at 21 days old 
in 2014. Screen capture property of VDGIF. 
 

Congowings:  
Source VDGIF: May 21, 2014: The chicks are increasingly mobile and better able to get around, and this 
afternoon one of the two took a brief trip out of the nest box.   The chick was able to climb over the 
wooden threshold back into the box, but had it not been, there are sheltering opportunities along the 
ledge.   As the chicks begin to further explore their surroundings, they may wander off camera - this has 
taken place in past years with other broods, with no negative consequences, and should not be a cause 
for alarm. 
 
Comment From cwerb ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ  
no I meant the momma pefa 
 

Congowings:  
Ahh - Now I understand. ;-) 
 
Comment From rejoyce  
We won't worry........ 
 
Comment From Sweetpea  
Can't imagine anyone would worry while watching the falcon cam :) 
 

Congowings  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IdDTpWtRJ-s 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IdDTpWtRJ-s
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Congowings:  
Source VDGIF:  not only have they grown in size, but a lot of their downy plumage has been lost and 
their flight (wing and tail) and body feathers continue to develop.   The chicks now stand more 
confidently and move around much better, waddling to different parts of the ledge.   Although they tend 
to be found in the vicinity of the nest box and of the camera, they have on occasion disappeared entirely 
from view.   The video also documents wing flapping, a behavior that will be seen more frequently as the 
birds’ flight muscles and flight feathers continue to develop.   The chicks are increasingly able to feed 
themselves, tearing bits of flesh from the prey brought to them by their parents.   (Banding took place 
the next day at age 30 days.) 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
This is from my Richmond Cam source: "Two females made for an interesting dynamic. Your little girl 
was the smaller by just a bit, probably the second hatch. Usually the girls are bullies, but these two stuck 
together like little twins, even when they got old enough to romp around. " 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
"All the photos show how cute they were together, probably because there were only two. It is 
unusual." 
 

Congowings:  
Thank you Amanda. I think it is so interesting to know where Maggie came from and have 'baby' 
pictures. That doesn't happen very often. 
 
Comment From Pat, NJ  
That must have been Maggie taking her first steps 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I know. I love it! :) 
 
Comment From rejoyce  
Aweeeeeeeeeee 
 
Comment From Pat, NJ  
Would the female eyass exhibit a size differential at this early age? 
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Congowings:  
The females are larger than the males. But there will be some difference in size with the same genders 
too. 
 
Comment From Stephen in NC  
So good to read, Amanda! Thanks for sharing their insight. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
And, for those who are GOING to worry about this year's clutch (possibly four babies to feed): "Also, 
these parents always have plenty of food and babies with huge crops, no matter how many. They are 
really good, unlike some falcon adults." 
 
Comment From Brenda from VA  
Thanks for telling us the smaller one is Maggie, Amanda. 
 

Congowings 

  
Screen capture from VDGIF's Richmond Falcon Nest of one of the juveniles being banded on May 30, 
2014. Screen capture property of VDGIF. 
 

Congowings:  
Source VDGIF: June 16, 2014: While preparing to band the second chick, we noted an apparent 
weakness in its right talon.   As a precautionary measure, the chick was taken for evaluation to a local 
veterinarian with wildlife experience, while her sibling was returned to the pen.   The vet noted that the 
bird was able to grip strongly with both of its talons and that it did not appear to have any problems.   
We returned the chick to the building, where she joined her sister inside the pen.   Unfortunately an 
issue with a band prevented us from banding this chick today.     
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Comment From Sweetpea  
Thanks AA- we would never worry about food for the babies. :) 
 

Congowings:  
Now notice the plumage on this juvenile peregrine . . . and compare with the one banded later . . . 
 

Congowings 

  
Screen capture from VDGIF's Richmond Falcon Nest of the second juvenile being banded on June 16, 
2014. Screen capture property of VDGIF. 
 

Congowings:  
Source VDGIF: June 16, 2014:   This morning we accessed the rooftop pen and retrieved the unbanded 
chick.   We banded the young falcon with standard bands; in addition we placed yellow electrical tape 
on the USFWS green aluminum band.   This will help us to differentiate between the two juvenile birds 
as they are viewed from a distance through binoculars during tomorrow’s FledgeWatch event.     We 
also installed an electric trigger on the pen door, which will allow us to remotely control the opening of 
the door tomorrow morning, sometime after 9 a.m.   Both juvenile birds appear to be in fine health, and 
both parents were as aggressively responsive as ever when we accessed the ledge.   The adult female 
showed off some new and impressive aerial maneuvers, making it past one biologist’s broom (used to 
keep the birds from striking us) to knock his hardhat off of his head. 
 
Comment From Guest  
Have all the previous chicks from this nest fledged without injury? 
 

Congowings:  
I'm not sure of all the history Guest. I can find out for you though. 
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Congowings:  
The juvenile falcon seen in this photo is the future Ambassador Maggie.   Ambassador Maggie and her 
sister both fledged on June 17, 2014.   
 
Comment From Jersey Shore Amy  
So was Maggie the first or second one banded? 
 

Congowings:  
She was the second one. 
 

Congowings:  
Source VDGIF: On a very hot day in Richmond, the two young peregrine falcons have both successfully 
flown from their natal building.   The pen door was opened remotely at 9:30 a.m., and within 3 minutes 
one of the birds had already made a short flight and then alighted back on the ledge around the corner 
from the nest box.   She was soon joined on the ledge by her sibling, who did not fly.   The juvenile with 
the yellow tape flew more decisively from that building at 11:48 a.m., and, after a few failed landing 
attempts on nearby buildings, chose as her perch spot for the next few hours an actively moving crane 
towering over a nearby construction site.     
 

Congowings:  
Her sibling flew at 11:52 a.m., unsuccessfully trying to follow the adult male to a favored perch site on a 
building sign.   After a brief visit back to the Riverfront Plaza West Tower, this juvenile bird flew again 
and landed on a large air handling unit on a building in the vicinity of the crane, where she was out of 
sight for the majority of the observation period to follow.   At 2:30 p.m. the yellow-taped bird flew from 
the crane to the nearby Dominion Building, and left again an hour later, performing a series of short 
flights to and from nearby buildings.   She was eventually observed on an I-beam at the construction 
site, where she remained for some time before flying out of sight. 
 
Comment From Pat, NJ  
So exciting to follow Maggie from egg to first molt. 
 

Congowings:  
Guest, Amanda shared this history of that nesting pair with me. -- In 2011, the pair laid four eggs at the 
Riverfront Tower nest. Three of the four chicks died at hatch. The fourth, a male, survived to fledge but 
then ran into a building on his first fledge attempt and died. In 2012, the pair laid three eggs at the 
Riverfront Tower nest. All 3, a male and 2 females, fledged successfully. The male died later when he hit 
a local building In 2013, the pair laid five eggs on a rocky ledge at the Dominion Building. All five eggs in 
the clutch failed prior to hatch in mid-April. The pair laid another clutch at the Riverfront Tower nest in 
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early/mid May. In mid-June, 2 chicks hatched successfully and 2 chicks failed at hatch. In 2 weeks, before 
the chicks were mobile, they suddenly disappeared from the cam view. DGIF went to the roof and found 
the body of one of the nestlings. 
 
Comment From rejoyce  
Maggies always first with us:) 
 

Congowings:  
And then the time came when we learned about Maggie . . . 
 

Congowings:  
Source VDGIF: June 19th:   A dose of bad news early this afternoon - Richmond Animal Control 
responded to calls of a grounded peregrine falcon near Two James Center in downtown Richmond at 
12:30 pm.   The bird was transported to a local veterinary clinic with wildlife experience, where it was 
confirmed to be the juvenile with the yellow-taped band.   A preliminary exam revealed that the left eye 
was injured and that the tip of the upper bill was missing. 
 

Congowings:  
We all know that this young juvenile was cared for by the Wildlife Center and is now an Ambassador for 
wildlife. 
 
Comment From Pat, NJ  
Boy of boy, this is like reading a novel. 
 

Congowings:  
I think it is so interesting that we have so much history on Maggie.   
 
Comment From Guest  
Thank you, Amanda and Congo, for the nesting history. I thought I remembered several difficulties from 
this nest but wasn't sure. 
 

Congowings:  
You're welcome, Guest. 
 

Congowings:  
Peregrines usually fledge between 38-45 days (six weeks) after hatching.   
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Comment From cwerb ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ  
we rarely consider the amazing complexity behind each critter's journey out there 
 

Congowings:  
Recently fledged young are brown with vertical streaks on the front, and may appear somewhat larger 
than adults of the same sex, because their flight feathers are slightly longer. Their wing tips in flight are 
more rounded than those of adults. They often flap their wings while perched (exercise), land clumsily, 
and engage in mock combat, tumbling and playing together in the air. 
 

Congowings:  
Shortly after fledging, the young falcons remain close to the nest and are frequently observed perching 
on nearby buildings. The fledglings will remain close to the nest and are still dependent on the adult 
falcons - vocalizing loudly, begging for food from the adults. It takes them another 20-40 days until they 
can hunt on their own. The fledglings must develop and perfect their flying skills. For the first few weeks, 
when perching on a ledge, the young birds are often described as "dragging their wings," "almost 
toppling over," or "tilting." 
 
Comment From Dawn in VB  
Not sure if it is just me noticing, but eagles see to have more viable eggs than falcons. 
 

Congowings:  
Peregrine Falcons do seem to have a higher mortality rate than the Bald Eagles. 
 

Congowings:  
Young Peregrine Falcons usually learn to hunt at around 60-80 days. In Virginia the young falcons will 
begin to disperse from their natal areas in September and October. 
 
Comment From Jersey Shore Amy  
Maybe that is why falcons lay larger clutches. 
 

Congowings:  
That's correct, Jersey Shore Amy. 
 

Congowings:  
Since many falcons migrate - that also adds to the mortality rate. 
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Comment From cwerb ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ  
eagles tend to have small clutches though. three would be a lot! 
 
Comment From Sweetpea  
I am so thankful we have Maggie's history and can now watch the falcon cam to see how this year will 
play out. Maggie's story is so heartwarming. 
 

Congowings:  
Some falcons do migrate and some do not. Peregrines in the more northern climates (Alaska and 
Greenland) are more likely to migrate during the winter to places that have a milder climate, such as the 
southern United States, Central and South America. There are some falcons in the Midwest that do not 
migrate because the winters are not too severe and the food source or prey base remains adequate.   
  

Congowings:  
Source CCB: In Virginia, at least a portion of the population remains on their breeding territories year 
round. 
 
Comment From :Lynne - TheMaritimes.CA  
PEFA Q #2. To what extent do peregrine falcons migrate to S. Am. in our winter? & how much DDT 
territory are they likely to encounter in that migration, as of 2015? 
 

Congowings:  
Source USGS (By:M.R. Fuller, W.S. Seegar, L.S. Schueck):   We radio tracked migrants using the Argos 
satellite system. Our initial samples were 34 Swainson's Hawks from representative areas of their 
breeding range, and 61 Peregrine Falcons captured at nest sites across the North American boreal forest 
and low Arctic or on the migration routes along the mid-Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico coasts. The average 
distance of migration for Peregrines was 8,624 km (5,358 miles) southward, and 8,247 km (5124 miles) 
northward. Peregrines travelled at an average rate of 172 km/d (106 m) southward and 198 km/d (123 
m) going north. Peregrine Falcons used at least three broad, general routes south from the breeding 
areas, and individuals stopped migrating as far north as the U.S.A. mid-Atlantic coast and as far south as 
Central Argentina. The radiomarked Peregrine Falcons used coastal routes, mid-continental routes, and 
water-crossing routes: the Davis Strait and Caribbean Sea. During northward migration, Peregrines 
migrating through at Padre Island, Texas diverged for destinations from Central Alaska across the 
continent to central West Greenland.   
 

Congowings:  
Let me try that again, Lynne. It seems to have been cut off. Source Dr. Dave McRuer, WCV:   With regard 
to DDT – there are only around 14 countries using it for mosquito control and they are all in Africa and 
southeast Asia. Unfortunately DDT is persistent in the environment (15 year half-life in cooler climates) 
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and It slowly leaches from sediment to the water column. The birds could certainly be picking it up on 
their migratory route but they are also likely to pick it up in the USA due to lasting chemicals in the 
environment.   
 

Congowings:  
For more information on DDT:  
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2801202/ 
 

Congowings:  
That seemed to work better. 
 
Comment From CarolinaGirl  
I have to wonder how Maggie's sibling fared during the first year. 
 

Congowings:  
Well, she was banded too. So no news is good news. 
 
Comment From Stephen in NC  
That would be miles per day, not miles per hour migrating! 
 

Congowings:  
Oh dear. Let me make an edit there, lol. 
 
Comment From Lois  
Do they return to their natal area for breeding? 
 

Congowings:  
If you mean the young, no. They need a large territory and wouldn't choose one that close to their natal 
territory since that one is already taken. 
 
Comment From Regina, IL  
Thank you for class, Congo and Amanda. I had to go back to work, ugh, so will read back tonight. Have a 
great day.♥ 
 

Congowings:  
Bye Regina. Glad you were able to be here. 

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2801202/
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Comment From :Lynne - TheMaritimes.CA  
PEFA Q. Peregrine Falcons have gained in #s since the N.Sm. DDT era. What is their territory now. 
 

Congowings:  
The historical status of the American peregrine falcon is not known, but it was probably never common, 
even when compared to other birds of prey. The limited historical data suggest a best estimate of 3,875 
nesting pairs. The decline of the American peregrine falcon population began in the 1940s, was most 
pronounced during the 1950s and continued through the 1960s into the early 1970s throughout most of 
its range. By the time biologists realized the magnitude of the American peregrine falcon decline, the 
population was only about 12 percent of what it had been prior to the introduction of modern 
pesticides.   (source - U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services) 
 

Congowings:  
A 1964 survey found that peregrine falcons did not inhabit a single cliff in the eastern United States or 
Canadian maritime provinces.   (source: National Wildlife Federation)  The eastern population of the 
American peregrine falcon was gone and the populations in the west had declined by as much as 90 
percent below historical levels. (source - U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services) At one time, the Peregrine 
Falcon was expected to be extinct in all of its territory by the year 2000. 
 

Congowings:  
In 1970, there were only 39 breeding pairs of peregrines known in the lower 48 states (10-20 percent of 
the falcon population remained)   -   loss due to egg/nestling collections, intentional shooting and DDT. 
 

Congowings:  
Dr. Tom Cade of Cornell University in New York, began a captive breeding effort to restore East Coast 
populations. It was the first of its kind. There had never been a peregrine bred in captivity and released 
into the wild. He began his efforts by making a plea to American falconers to send the few remaining 
peregrines in captivity to the project to develop a breeding stock. Falconers responded and the 
"Peregrine Fund" was born. (source: National Park Service Utah) 
 

Congowings:  
By 1975, there were only 324 known nesting pairs of American peregrine falcons.   (source - U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Services) 
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Congowings:  
Since 1977, more than 2,700 peregrines have been released by the Peregrine Fund. There are at least 
800 known breeding pairs. Populations in the Rocky Mountains, California, and Pacific Northwest are 
directly attributed to the release of captive birds. Populations in Utah and Arizona have recovered 
naturally, with the support of the Peregrine Fund. (source: National Park Service Utah) 
 

Congowings:  
In the eastern U.S., released birds began breeding in the 1980s, and established themselves on city 
buildings. Approximately 150 known breeding pairs in 1990 produce almost 100 new peregrines each 
year. 
 
Comment From Jersey Shore Amy  
Ospreys have rebounded tremendously in NJ, so now I need to start looking for the PEFA's! 
 
Comment From Guest  
Wonder where the Richmond fledglings disburse to. Tall buildings downtown but not too many cliffs 
around the area, except maybe a few along the James River. 
 

Congowings:  
CCB has also relocated some of the young falcons to the western part of this state. I'm not sure about 
where they are in regard to how many they might still relocate. 
 
Comment From Stephen in NC  
These classes are hugely informative, not just with facts, but concepts and philosophy of wildlife 
management and care. Thanks to all who prepare and deliver them. WCV's education goal is well 
served. xoxox 
 

Congowings:  
Thank you Stephen. The Center has so much information on their website - you can spend hours 
learning. 
 
 

Congowings:  
Research into the possible causes behind the sudden rapid decline of the Peregrine Falcon began in the 
1950s. Egg/nestling collections, intential shooting and DDT all took part in the decline of the falcon 
population. However, it was several years before it became apparent that the prime culprit was DDT.   
By the beginning of the 1970s, both Canada and the USA had banned the use of DDT, though to this day 
it remains in use in many other countries, including parts of South and Central America. 
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Congowings:  
The use of DDT as a pesticide during the 1940s, 1950s and 1960s resulted in a precipitous decline of 
peregrine falcons in North America. During this period of DDT use, eggshell thinning and nesting failures 
were widespread in peregrine falcons, and in some areas, successful reproduction virtually ceased. As a 
result, there was a slow but drastic decline in the number of peregrine falcons in most areas of its range 
in North America. DDE, a metabolite of DDT, prevents normal calcium deposition during eggshell 
formation, resulting in thin-shelled eggs that are susceptible to breakage during incubation. Peregrine 
falcons feed near the top of the food chain and suffered from the accumulation of DDE due to eating 
contaminated prey.   (source - U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services) 
 

Congowings:  
The Peregrine Falcon was placed on the Endangered Species List in 1973. 
 

Congowings:  
Endangered Species Act protections for the falcon included captive breeding, preventing human 
disturbances to nesting and protection and enhancement of critical breeding and wintering habitat. As a 
result, populations are thriving. The species was delisted in 1999 and today there are more than 1,400 
breeding pairs of peregrines in North America. (source: National Wildlife Federation) 
 

Congowings:  
There are between 2,000 and 3,000 breeding pairs of American peregrine falcons in Canada, Mexico, 
and the United States.   (source - U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services) 
 
Comment From Brenda from VA  
This makes me think of Rachel Carson and her book SILENT SPRING. 
 

Congowings:  
Thanks to the increase in peregrine falcon population, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service was able to 
remove the species from the Federal list of threatened and endangered species effective August 25, 
1999. The peregrine falcon will be monitored for several years to ensure that it no longer needs the 
protection of the Endangered Species Act. If necessary, the species can be added back to the list in the 
future. For more on the recovery of the falcon and the species' monitoring plan, visit the peregrine 
falcon recovery page.   (source - U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services) 
 
Comment From Pat, NJ  
That figure doesn't sound that big to me. 
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Congowings:  
Still so much more to do, Pat. Which is why they are being banded and tracked. I want to thank 
everyone for taking a few minutes out of their day to visit with us here at the Center and talk about the 
amazing Peregrine Falcon. 
 
Comment From Lois  
Do all raptors have the nictitating membranes? 
 

Congowings:  
To the best of my knowledge, yes. All raptors have that third eyelid. 
 
Comment From Kathy in NM ♥  
Thank you for a fascinating class on Peregrine Falcons, Congo! At our old house, we had one that would 
frequently eat its prey on the large decorative rocks in our front yard - it was... uh, interesting to watch. 
The baffles in the nostrils to regulate air pressure while in a stoop was something new for me - always 
learning! 
 

Congowings:  
Birds have such amazing adaptations. There is always something 'unique' when it comes to the way they 
evolved, Kathy. I would love to be able to view one regularly. Well, I guess the birds out back wouldn't 
be too pleased. 
 
Comment From Pat, NJ  
So, how'd we do Teach? Thank you again for an amazing, fun, bestest, entertaining, informative (insert 
more adjectives) class today. I know I say that after each one, but it's true that every session we have is 
the absolute best one ever. Has WCV put you on the payroll yet? I'm trying to figure which part of my 
brain all of this information is being stored so that I can pull it up in the future. I know it's getting pretty 
full after today. Are you as exhausted as me CW? I feel a nap coming on! 
 

Congowings:  
Share with others Pat. And you might take part in the Fledge Watches - if you have falcons in your area.  
lol I think I need to pay them, Pat. They are so good at sharing information with everyone. I'n so glad you 
were here. Hope you enjoyed it. 
 
Comment From BarbG  
great class I learned a lot--thanks so much Congo 
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Congowings:  
Glad you were able to be here BarbB. I enjoyed bending your ears. 
 
Comment From Brenda from VA  
Thank you for so much awesome information, Congo. It has been nice to be here "live" for a class for 
once. I hope everyone will have a delightful Easter. 
 

Congowings:  
Yay! Glad you were here too Brenda. Hope you have a wonderful weekend. 
 
Comment From Sweetpea  
Thank you Congo so much for the fantastic class on Falcons. A+ for the teacher :) 
 

Congowings:  
Thanks for being here Sweetpea. It was fun sharing baby photos. ;-) 
 
Comment From Lois  
Congowings a wonderful presentation. Thanks so much for your time and research. 
 

Congowings:  
Enjoyed it Lois. And glad you were able to be here. ;-) 
 
Comment From Guest  
Thank you, Congo! That was very informative. 
 
Comment From cwerb ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ ♥ ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ  
thank you Congo! great presentation!! 
 
Comment From CK in Pa  
Thanks, Congo. Another great class. Amanda, thanks for the info on Maggie. It sure is special to know so 
much about her. 
 
Comment From CarolinaGirl  
Thank you Congo for a most informative class. Love these birds and learning about them. Pat in NJ, I am 
with you. This learning has worn me out. Nap time!! 
 
Comment From Pat, NJ  
We now need Amanda to pop in to do an exercise class so we can get our muscles working again. 
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Congowings:  
lol Pat. And thank you everyone. You all sure make it fun. 
 
Comment From Pat, NJ  
Also, a very Happy Easter and Happy Passover to one and all. Got my caring for bunnies so will enjoy my 
cookies and a my bunny the collection. 
 
Comment From Amie in Colorado  
Thanks so much Congo! Fascinating information. 
 
Comment From GN  
I'm ready for class. 1:00 pm mountain time, right? 
 
Congowings:  
sigh . . . 
 
Comment From CarolinaGirl  
wish the hours of my college classes had passed this quickly!! 
 
Congowings:  
lol CarolinaGirl. I know - where does the time go? I try to make sure I don't go over an hour, but it never 
happens, lol. 
 
Comment From :Lynne - TheMaritimes.CA  
Are WCV CN folk watching the PA falcon cam too? 
 
Comment From :Lynne - TheMaritimes.CA  
http://www.dep.state.pa.us/... 
 

Congowings:  
Thank you for sharing Lynne. It is the time for falcons. ;-) 
 
 
Comment From Pat, NJ  
I think my keyboard needs replacing as a bunch of letters are disappearing. Feel like Lydia and her raks. 
 
Comment From Brenda from VA  
Thanks for the link, Lynne! I will be watching. 
 
Comment From Pat, NJ  
GN we KNOW you didn't miss a second of class today. 
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Congowings:  
Well, everyone. I need to step away. Was so nice to see you all. And Maggie gave us a nice show earlier. 
That was quite a bath she took. If you are just joining, be sure to scroll back. And don't forget the 
Hospital Cam on April 15. Have a nice weekend. Take care and enjoy watching the Critter Cams - 
 


