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January 11, 2013 

 

Comment from Mrs. Sebesta’s 1st grade:  
We're here and ready! Hi CN!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Wonderful! Looking forward to answering your great questions.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Feel free to start asking whenever you are ready.  

 

Comment from Mrs. Sebesta’s 1st grade:  
Amanda, are you copying and pasting or should I be sending questions?  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Whoops, just got your email! I can do either.  

 

Comment: 
Good Morning Ms. Sebesta’s and class. Welcome to the wonderful world of Wildlife Center of 

VA  

 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I can certainly go ahead and copy. I think we'll start with some Emma questions!  

 

 

 
Emma the Russian Tortoise 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Where did Emma come from? (Mallory)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Emma was found wandering around the campus of a university that is near us. Since Russian 

Tortoises are not native to Virginia, but they are kept as pets, we know she either had 

escaped from her previous owner -- or that someone didn't want her anymore and just 

released her.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
What are Emma's enemies? (Noah)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Fortunately Emma doesn't really have any enemies now that she's with us! If she wasn't found 

when she was wandering by herself, I'd imagine a raccoon or an owl could've easily tried 

to make a meal out of her -- or she may have wandered into the road and been hit by a 

car.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
If she didn't run into trouble with another animal or human, she wouldn't have been able to 

survive the winter -- it would be way too cold for her. In the wild (Russia, Iran, China, 

Afghanistan), the tortoises hibernate from October to March!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
How does Emma get in her shell? (Kaden)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
She actually doesn't get all the way in her shell like box turtles do (they can completely pull 

themselves in and "close up!") Emma can pull her head in pretty far, and then her front 

legs can cover her face. She just uses her muscles to pull in her head and legs to make 

herself smaller, but she's still a little bit exposed.  

 

 
Emma 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
She's starting to do it in that photo, but she "hangs out" most of the time!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
How long would it take Emma to walk 2 miles? (Maxwell)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Oooh, that's a hard question! I might have to time her walking a few feet and we can turn it into a 

math question! A very long time would be my guess.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Where does Emma sleep? (Dalton, Kenley)  

 
Emma's home 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Emma's enclosure is in our lobby -- so everyone who stops by the Center can see her.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
In her enclosure, she has a couple of places to hide -- she usually likes to go under her red box to 

sleep at night.  

 
Emma sleeping 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
How much does Emma weigh? (Gavin, Carter)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
She weighs about two pounds.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Is it hot or cold where Emma sleeps? (Connor)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
She has a heat lamp in her enclosure -- she likes it warm!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Does Emma bite? (Saumara)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I don't think Emma has ever bitten anyone that I know of ... but I think if she got mad enough 

about something, and your finger was there ... she might just try to take a bite!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Why does Emma have to stay with you? (Lilly)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Emma is not a wild animal -- she was a pet, but was found in the wild. Because she would never 

be able to survive (can't find her own food, and wouldn't be able to survive the winters 

here), she'll stay with us and remind people that they shouldn't release their pets into the 

wild.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Why can't Emma go back to her home? (Amber)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We don't really know who had her before she was found -- so we don't know where that home is. 

And since Russian Tortoises are from a different part of the world ... well, she can't go 

back there either!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Does Emma have a family? (Saumara)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Somewhere out there, Emma has a mom and a dad. And I'm guessing maybe some siblings too -- 

Russian Tortoises can have one to five eggs when they are egg-laying.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
What is a tortoise? (Verniyah)  
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Good question! This can definitely be confusing. First of all, both turtles and tortoises are known 

as "chelonians". The term turtles applies to chelonians that live in or around water. That 

includes species like sea turtles, who spend nearly all of their time in the water, to species 

like box turtles, which do spend a lot of time on land -- but are almost always found 

within walking distance of water (and they can swim pretty well!).  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
The term tortoise refers to chelonians that live on land and rarely venture into water. They live in 

hot, dry habitats.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
What does Emma eat? (Connor, Jacob, Hayleigh, Unique, Saumara, Dylan)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Greens, greens, and more greens! Emma is a grazer and she likes to eat a lot of vegetation. So we 

give Emma several different types of greens like dandelions, mustard greens, collard 

greens, and a little kale. We know that Emma went through a long period of poor 

nutrition at some point, because her shell is a little flatter than most Russian Tortoises.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Those were some wonderful Emma questions!  

 

 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Now we have some Alex questions.  

 
Alex the Eastern Screech-owl 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Where do screech owls live? (Verniyah)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Screech-owls live in open woodlands, wooded suburban areas (so maybe your neighborhood!), 

orchards, and wooded areas beside meadows, marshes, and fields.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Where does Alex sleep? (Kenley)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Alex has an enclosure outside ...  

 
 

Pignoli lives on the left, Alex on the right 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
... and she has a box in her enclosure. She tends to sleep in her box.  

 

 
Alex in her house 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Are owls nice to people? (Madison)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I wouldn't say that they are "nice" ... but our education owls, including Alex, are very tolerant of 

us! They are all good birds who step up on the glove so that we can use them for 

programs. The patient owls that are recovering at the Center can be a bit more feisty!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
How much does Alex weigh? (Baxter, Oval, Dylan,)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Alex weighs 220 grams, or just under 1/2 pound.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
What does Alex eat? (Amber, Dalten, Kalin, Oval, Zach, Mallory, Trinity)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Mice. In the wild, screech-owls would eat a variety of small rodents and even insects and small 

birds. Here at the Center, we give Alex dead mice.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Those were wonderful Alex questions!  

 

 
 

Alex 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
That's a photo of Alex when she was molting. Very bad hair day!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Screech-owls have a big molt once a year (in the summer) -- and they usually molt all of their 

head feathers at once. Makes for some interesting photos!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Now we have a few bear questions.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
How much does the bear weigh? (Dylan, Hayleigh)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
The bear weighed 80 pounds when it first arrived. I would guess that he has gained a bit of 

weight since he first came in!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Where does the bear sleep? (Lillian, Amber)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
The bear pens have a small den area in the back of their enclosure (though in this case, to the left 

on the cam view). That's a nice place to sleep, though I've also just seen him taking a nap 

right there in the middle of the pen!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
How did the bear break his leg? (Kaylee)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
The bear was very likely hit by a vehicle at night -- they can be very hard to see sometimes when 

crossing the road!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
And now a few Buddy questions!  

 

 
Photo property of the Wildlife Center of Virginia 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
How did Buddy get pox? (Brenden)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Mosquitoes carry the pox virus -- and Buddy hatched a little late in the season, when the 

mosquitoes were out and biting!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
How do eagles get such sharp claws? (Conner)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
They hatch with small talons that grow quickly -- even when they are very young, the talons are 

pretty sharp!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Where did Buddy come from? (Dalton)  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Buddy was hatched in the wild at the Norfolk Botanical Garden -- about three hours southeast of 

where we are in Virginia.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
And those are all of our questions!  

 

 
 

Comment from Mrs. Sebesta’s 1st grade:  
Thank you! We've learned so much! Our favorite part was the pictures! We also liked seeing 

each of our questions.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
They were great questions!  

 

Comment: 
Ms. Sebesta's class asked excellent questions! I was learning right along with them :) Love this 

new venue, almost makes me wish I was in school again and get this kind of education 

when I was young. (long time ago)  
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Comment: 
OH, Miss Amanda, this class is asking some Wonderful Questions!!  

 

Comment: 
It was great having you with us today, Mrs. Sebesta and class. Questions were wonderful. Hope 

you learned a lot about Emma and Alex, as we all did too. Come join us again soon,  

 

Comment: 
Great questions class!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
And there are 370 people "in class" with us.  

 

Congowings:  

Wonderful questions, students! Enjoyed being in class with you and your teacher.  

 

Comment: 
Thank you class for the great questions. You are all awesome.  

 

Comment: 
Wonderful questions class! I was able to stay and see all of them and now I have to go back to 

work. Nice meeting you!  

 

Comment from Mrs. Sebesta’s 1st grade:  
We're going to sign off because it's time to get ready for lunch. Thanks again!!!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Thank you! Enjoy your lunch!  

 

Comment: 
Had fun in class today!!!! Great questions!! Waving to the class from Northeast Pennsylvania!! 

Have a great day kids!!!  

 

Comment: 
Bye kids!!!!  

 

Comment: 
I was in class too. Never too old to learn & I did too.  

 

Comment: 
Great questions students....and I learned about turtles and tortoises....  

 

Comment: 
I leaned about how Emma retracts into her shell - or rather protects - did not know that!!!!!  
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Comment: 
Wish I enjoyed school back then as much as I enjoyed it today.  

 

Comment: 
Ms. Sebesta’s, you did such a good job at teaching your children ahead of time. Great quesitons.  

 

Comment: 
Great questions, class....we're very happy that you've joined us! I learn so much from the class 

questions! ;o)  

 

Comment: 
Good Bye, Class!!  

 

Comment: 
Very smart students and great questions....  

 

Comment: 
Some great questions and some very interesting names for the students.  

 

Comment: 
Thank you Mrs. S and students for such a wonderful class! And thanks to Amazing Amanda for 

so many photos! GREAT DAY!  

 

Comment: 
Great questions- learned a lot about Emma that I didn't know or remember.  

 

Comment: 
'Bye class!! Enjoy your lunch! It was fun being "in class" with you!! :o)  

 

 


