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Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:   
Good Morning Amanda! You have the green class with you this morning! They are SO excited 

about the animal puppets! 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Good morning! I'm glad they are excited about the puppets. We'll look for that order next week! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:   
Do you know how the Scoter died? 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I'm actually not sure why the Scoter died -- I need to check in with Dr. Kristin to see what she 

found. It may have been that the injuries (neck wounds) were more severe than we 

thought. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:   
How fast is a red tailed hawk when hunting food. 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Well, they can fly up to about 35 miles per hour -- they might not hit that speed when they dive 

on their prey though. Red-tailed Hawks are "perch hunters" -- they like to stay in one 

spot, perched on a branch, until they spy their prey ... and then they pounce! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:   
What do screech owls eat in the wild(Evan) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Eastern Screech-Owls have a very varied diet in the wild! They can eat small mammals, birds, 

insects, amphibians, and even earthworms! 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I remember some young screech owls coming in once -- they cast their pellets the day after they 

came in, and they were full of Japanese beetle wings! Kind of was pretty, for an owl 

pellet. :) 
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Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:   
How many birds do you have and what kind is the favorit?? (lucas) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Let's see ... when I last checked, we had about 23 bird patients ... but that's not counting our 

education birds! Out of those birds, I'd say that owls are some of my favorite bird species. 

And we are getting more and more screech-owls in these days as patients! 

 

 
 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:   
What is the slowest animal that you are taking care of (Michael) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Turtles! They are slow to move ... but really slow to heal too! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:   
how didnt the bear die if it was in a tree for a few days. (nick c) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Bears can actually go a long time without eating or drinking -- and this little cub had a good store 

of body fat! 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
At this time of year, they should still be eating, but we're starting to see them slow down a bit 

and eat less. In their winter denning period, they'll go several months with no food and 

water. 
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Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:   
How loud are the bears when they play? (Kara) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
They can be a bit loud! We can hear them sometimes from the building if they get in a little 

tussle. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:   
Why are bears so hairy? Dylan 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
To keep them nice and warm in this colder season ... and to give them extra protection! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:   
What do you feed the cubs as their daily diet (joey) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Bears are omnivores -- so they eat a bit of everything! Omnivores are kind of fun to feed, 

because you can just throw a bunch of stuff together. They get seed, greens, nuts, insects, 

tons of fruit and veggies, leaves, fish ... and whatever else we can find in the refrigerator! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:   
How do you train the falcons to hunt? 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
No need to train them to hunt -- that is instinctual! They just have the drive to catch prey. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:   
Have you ever had an animal at your park that was close to extinsion? (lucas) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We have had some threatened and endangered species here, yes. While I don't think they were 

really really close to extinction, the "threatened" or "endangered" term definitely gives us 

a clue that their population numbers are down. The Peregrine Falcon is one example of a 

threatened species. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:   
Why did you choose some of those animals as the puppets. 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We wanted to offer a good variety of animals that represent the patients that we treat here at the 

Center! 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We definitely get in a lot of opossums ... and Bald Eagles are always popular ... and turtles are 

the most common type of reptile patient ... 
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Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:   
What do the other animal puppets look like? 

 

 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
And robins represent the most common type of songbird patient ... and the toad is just fun! :) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I need to see if I can get a picture of the owl and the turtle -- we were out of stock, but just got 

them in! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:   
How does the barn owl catch its pray 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
With its talons. The Barn Owls will listen verrrrry carefully for their food. An owls' ears are very 

important in helping them track where their prey is! Then the owl swoops down to grab 

their prey in their talons. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:   
Why do bears always stick with mom Dylan?????? 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Cubs (bears in their first year of life) stick with mom because ... she's the mom! She offers 

protection, and basically keeps her kids of out of trouble ... and also provides food. Once 

cubs are a year, they start to think about leaving her ... the males will do so in the spring, 

and the female yearlings will wait a few months longer, but will typically leave her in the 

summertime. 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Oh, I found a photo I was looking for earlier ... 

 

 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Bear food! 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Like I said, I think the omnivore diets are the most fun to make -- just throwing a bunch of stuff 

together. And it's so colorful! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:   
What is the most popular puppet 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Hmm, that's a tough question! Probably an eagle or a bear. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:   
What’s the fiercest animal you have in the center? ashley 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Right now? Probably one of the bear cubs. Maybe the smallest bear cub! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:   
What is the smallest patient ever(Evan) 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
One time, we had a very very tiny snake -- a ring-necked snake -- that weighed about as much as 

a paper clip! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:   
What is the biggest animal 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Definitely a bear. Even right now, when we only have cubs! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:   
Why do most of the bears come to the Wild Life Center? 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Most of them came to us because they were orphaned, or separated from their mothers. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:   
What is your most aggressive type of bear??? 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Well, they're not really aggressive unless they are threatened and trying to defend themselves! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:   
Who many turtles,toads,and squirrels do you have at the center? 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Right now, we have about 10 turtles, I think. No toads ... and I think we might only have a 

couple of squirrels left -- it's about time to get them all back into the wild! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:   
Do you have reptiles in your park? and if so what kind. (lucas) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Right now we have turtles and a snake in the hospital. And we have a turtle, tortoise, and three 

snakes as education reptiles! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:   
Have you ever had any wild turkey patients? (Dario) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Yes -- they aren't very common patients, but we have had them. The adult turkeys are 

remarkably STRONG! 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We've also had these guys: 

 

 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Baby turkeys! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:   
have you ever treated a turkey and if so what happened to it 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We've received some baby turkeys in -- or rather, turkey eggs! I remember one time a mother 

turkey was hit by a lawnmower -- and we got the eggs in. They were about to hatch, and 

as you can see ... they did within a day or two! 
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Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:   
Have you ever had a armadillos to take care of.nc 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
No. I think those would be really interesting though! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:   
Do you ever get any aquatic animals? 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Not very often, but occasionally. We have received the occasional otter! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:   
How many people do you have working for the wild center (lucas) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
About 18 people. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:   
Why are there so many animals at the wildlife center??? Dylan 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Because they are injured -- and people are nice enough to bring them into us! We have a lot of 

patients that are hit by cars, and some that are attacked by outdoor cats. We hope to fix 

them and get them back out into the wild! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:   
Do you ever have to send an animal to a zoo? 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Yes, we have placed some non-releasable animals at zoos before. If we can't fix an animals 

injury, we will try to find it a home at a zoo or nature center. 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:   
Have you ever taken care of a brown bear before? (nate) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We don't have brown bears in Virginia -- just Black bears! 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:   
Bell is going to ring in about 3 minutes for us. Where is everyone from today? We're also 

working on a map after we chat with you 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Thank you so much class -- great questions today! There are a couple I didn't get to, and I will 

finish those as people post where they are from! 

 

Comment: 

The Hoosier State here, that would be Indiana. 

 

Comment: 

Laughlintown PA here! As always, great questions! 

 

Comment: 

Taylors, South Carolina...good questions students....I learn along with you!! 

 

Comment: 

New Hampshire, Hi class! 

 

Comment: 

Virginia here! 

 

Comment: 

hi from Connecticut - great questions 'green class' 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:   
Also how do the animals get a bath ???? Dylan 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
They do it themselves! The patients that live outside have a dish of water that is a good size for 

their species -- so some animals just jump right in! 

 

Comment: 

Good morning to Mrs. Harris's class from North Florida. 

 

Comment: 

Good morning from Mitchell, SD! 

 

Comment: 

Good Morning from Chicago, IL :) 

 

Comment: 

chilly Maine 

 

Comment: 

Hello from cold (-29 C with windchill) & snowy (40 cm since Sat) Edmonton, Alberta! 

 

Comment: 

Good Morning All, have a great day class ... Indiana watching 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:   
Why do some of the animals act the way they do. 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Well, that's the interesting thing, right? They are just displaying their natural behaviors ... and 

that's what so many biologists love to study -- what makes a hawk act the way it does, or 

why bears show a certain behavior. Sounds like we might have a buddy biologist! 

 

Comment: 

Hi class, from Boston, MA 

 

Comment: 

Sorry computer acting up...Outer Banks of NC(Kitty Hawk) here 

 

Comment from Mrs. Harris’s class:   
What animal did/do you have the least of as patients? (Kara) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Right now, we aren't getting many new reptile patients in, because it's the time of year when they 

should be hibernating. We definitely have the most raptors right now (well ... and bear 

cubs too!) 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Sounds like you guys have a lot of people from around the U.S. and Canada tuned in to your 

class -- 143 people! 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Thanks so much for class this morning! 

 

 


