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Cam in the Classroom: 
Mrs. Crotteau’s Third Grade Class 

 Brownsville Elementary, Crozet, VA 
 

 

Monday October 6, 2014 
Comment From Mrs. C  
Good Morning!! This is Mrs. Crotteau's class from Brownsville. 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Good morning, class! 
 

 
Comment From Pat, NJ  
Welcome to the third grade class from Brownsville Elementary School for your first cam in the classroom session. Let's have some 
fun.... 

 
Comment From Pat, NJ  
Good morning Mrs. Crotteau. 

 
Comment From Mrs. C  
We have been watching the critter cams. "They are so awesome!" the students say. 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Great! Which animal are you watching on cam right now? 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Buddy the Bald Eagle, Buttercup the Black Vulture, or the eagle patient? 
 

 
Comment From Mrs. C  
We tend to watch Buddy the most. That is who we are watching now. 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Excellent choice. 
 

 
Comment From Mrs. C  
We notice a lot of carnivorous birds there. Are there any herbivores at the wildlife center? 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Yes! Definitely ... we treat different types of animals at the Center, and plenty of them are herbivores. 
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Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Let me show you some pictures ... 
 

 

 
Eastern Cottontail Rabbits 

 
Comment From Mrs. C  
Many "awwwws." 

 

 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
This bunny is munching on dandelion greens. Many people think of dandelions as a useless weed, but plenty of wild 
animals eat the flower and the leaves ... including bunnies! 

 
Comment From Mrs. C  
Do you have to order the dandelions or do you collect them around there? 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
We do both. We grow some of our own dandelions in our Critter Garden, we buy some, and some people collect them 
from their yards and bring them to us. 

 
Comment From Jakermo♥ ( *)>  
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good question 
 

 
Comment From Mrs. C  
Here is a question about Buttercup: how long is his/her wingspan? 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Oh, Buttercup! He's my favorite. 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
I've never measured Buttercup's wingspan, but a Black Vulture's wingspan is usually 54-60 inches. 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
So, 4.5 to 5 feet wide! 
 

 
Comment From Mrs. C  
And what does he eat? Would he be considered a decomposer? Would he eat "dead" animals when out in the wild? 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Yes, Buttercup would have a very important job in the wild. 
 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Vultures are the "clean-up crew" in nature. They eat dead animals and sometimes they even eat rotting fruits and 
vegetables. 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
In the wild, Buttercup would fly high in the sky to search for carrion (dead animals). He may follow a Turkey Vulture to a 
meal ... since Turkey Vultures have a good sense of smell, they can sometimes catch on to a meal before Buttercup would. 

 

 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Here is Buttercup eating his "birthday rat" in May. 
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Comment From Mrs. C  
Are turkey vultures the ones we usually see by the roadside? Is it the same as a buzzard? 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Turkey Vultures and Black Vultures both hang out by the road, eating dead animals. 
 

 
Comment From Mrs. C  
Wow! He was probably happy. 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
He was! 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
And yes, some people call vultures "buzzards". 
 

 
Comment From Mrs. C  
What are some animals there that are at the "top" of the food chain? 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
When animals are at the top of the food chain, and they don't have many predators ... we call them "apex predators". 
 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Some examples of apex predators include humans, sharks, wolves, and Great Horned Owls. 
 

 

 
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
That's Briscoe - he's an education Great Horned Owl at the Wildlife Center. He was stuck in a chimney for more than two 
weeks! He hurt his wrists and is now too loud when he flies, so he could not be released into the wild. 

 
Comment From Mrs. C  
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We like this picture! You have a great horned owl!? The term "apex predator" is new for us. 
 

Comment From Mrs. C  
Are some animals predators of their own species? 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Yes, definitely. 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
For example, some snakes eat other snakes. 
 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Like Kingsnakes. 
 

 

 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
That's a photo of Cleo - she was an education snake at the Center a couple of years ago. She sadly passed away, but she 
was a great education snake! 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Kingsnakes eat other snakes. 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
And there is a word for animals that eat snakes ... 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Ophiophagous! 
 

 
Comment From Mrs. C  
We will have to look up the pronunciation of that one. :-) 
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Raina Krasner, WCV:  
:) 
 

 
Comment From Mrs. C  
Buddy just moved and flapped his wings - that was exciting! 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Buddy has an even bigger wingspan than Buttercup ... can you guess how big his wingspan is? 
 

 

 
 

Comment From Mrs. C  
6.5 feet??? 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Yup! Just about 6 feet. 
 

 
Comment From Mrs. C  
Lots of questions coming now.... what is the most dangerous animal you have there? 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Well, most wild animals can be dangerous. So we have to be very careful with our patients - we wear gloves and eye 
goggles to protect ourselves. 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Bald Eagles are the biggest birds we treat at the hospital, so they can be a little scary to work with sometimes. They have 
big, strong feet with sharp talons! 
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Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Raptor talons. 
 

 
Comment From Mrs. C  
Sorry - how many animals do you have there right now? 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
We have just about 60 patients. Some days in the summer, we can have more than 240 patients. 
 

 
Comment From Mrs. C  
We read this morning that you have a bat there that is endangered. Is it still there? Do you ever have other endangered animals? 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Great question! Actually, the bat was recently transferred to a rehabilitator who specializes in bats. Bats can be very 
difficult to care for, since they are very tiny and they eat lots and lots of insects. 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
We will update the website with all those details soon! 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
And we do sometimes have endangered, threatened, or rare patients. For example, we have a Peregrine Falcon as a patient 
right now. They are pretty rare. 

 
Comment From Mrs. C  
What big animals do you have there now, besides the big birds? 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Not too many big animals right now. We do treat black bears, so we sometimes have very big animals. 
 

 
Comment From Mrs. C  
Are mice your main food source for the carnivores? 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Yes, we feed mice and quail to our carnivores. Some animals prefer birds to mice, so those animals are fed the quail (a 
small bird). 
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Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Peregrine Falcons mainly eat birds in the wild. 
 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
So we try to recreate their natural diet in captivity. 
 

 
Comment From Mrs. C  
Do you have any aquatic animals there? 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
No aquatic animals right now, but we admit plenty of aquatic turtles every year. 
 

 

 
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Snapping turtles 
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Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Here is a photo of a Bog Turtle patient being released into the wild after being treated at the Center. 
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Raina Krasner, WCV:  
This is a close-up of a Bog Turtle. 
 

 
Comment From Mrs. C   
Do the falcon's talons look similar to the eagle's talons? 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
That is a great question - actually, they look pretty different. 
 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Because they hunt differently than eagles, they have different feet. 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Falcons still have very sharp talons, but their feet have narrow, long toes. 
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Comment From Mrs. C   
Phew - that was fun!! Time to go to PE now. Thank you!! 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
That was great! The class had excellent questions. 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Thanks for joining us, Mrs. C's class. 
 

 
Comment From Pat, NJ   
Thank you Mrs. C's class for your superb questions. We all learned a lot today along with you. We hope you will visit with us again 
real soon. 

 
Comment From Lois - Bath, NY   
Thank you Mrs. C and class. O lot of good questions. Have a good day. 

 
Comment From Dave in Missouri   
Great questions class!Anthropomorphism! 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Are you teaching them a new word, Dave? 
 

 
Comment From katiesmom   
Good morning class and welcome to the cam! We here in CN are excited to meeet you. 
 
Comment From BarbG   
great class thanks so much 

 
Comment From Guest   
Great questions, class! Thank you! 

 
Comment From Sharon in Fl.   
Great Cam in the Classroom. Super questions from the kids. 
 
Comment From Pat, NJ   
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Mrs. C, did yu get to adopt one of our ambassadors? 
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
They do not have an adopted critter. 
 

 
                     ๏   ๏)   
Our kids LOVED this class! Can not WAIT for MORE! Hugs and happy waves to all here! 

 
Comment From Susan from NJ   
Thanks Mrs C and class. Great questions and lots of great pictures, Raina! 

 
Comment From GN   
When they die, all of the apex predators are still lunch to a vulture. 
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Very true. 
 

 
Comment From Kathryn in MI   
Great questions, Mrs. C's class. Have a good day. 
 
Comment From MH in SC   
Raina....don't turkey vultures have the red heads? 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
The adults do, yes. Easy way to tell them apart when they are on the ground. 
 

 
Comment From Lois - Bath, NY   
I did not know that turkey vultures had a better sense of smell than black vultures. Interesting. 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Yes, we believe they do. Fascinating, right? 
 

 

Comment From Cathy AJ from Mich. ❤ ( *)>   
Happy Monday, WCV/EN/CN and Buddy my love! 

 
Comment From David in VA.   
Good morning Critter Nation... Crisp fall morning here in VA. That odd time of the year where you need the heat at night and AC 
during the day. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


