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 Good-bye to Dr. Rich Sim,  
 Veterinary Fellow, 2012-14 
 

 

Tuesday July 22, 2014 
 
Comment From Cathy in Poquoson    
It's 2:25 - ready and waiting for Dr. Rich!  
 
Comment From CarolinaGirl    
Ready for Dr. Rich!!  
 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Ready??? 
 

 
Comment From Candice VaBch    
Ready!  
 
Comment From Texas Gal    
we are ready..but goodbyes are not fun. so this should be until we meet again chat =)  

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
:( 
 

 
Comment From CarolinaGirl    
Yes Mam!  
 
Comment From VA Kris    
Yup  
 
Comment From Doris    
Hmm, I wonder what Dr Rich will use as his avatar?  
 
Comment  From 33mama    
Ready! Hi Dr. Rich and Amanda!  
 
Comment  From Dave in Missouri    
Set  
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Comment  From janeinstpete    
Very ready!  
 
Comment  From jtct    
Ready!  
 
Comment  From BarbG    
ready  
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Hang on, we are having some technical difficulties ... 
 

 
Comment  From janeinstpete    
BYW, my 7 year old always watches cams when here, and she just told me Buttercup is her favorite! Love that girl!  
 

 
Dr. Rich Sim:  
HI everybody. Thanks for all your support the last 2 years. I can't wait to answer your questions. 
 

 
Comment  From jtct    
PLEASE don't go!  
 
Comment  From Carol in Oregon    
I want to thank Dr. Rich for all he has done for the critters at WCV. I wish you all the best and know that you will be 
missed. Please keep in touch.  
 
Comment  From Sweetpea    
Thank you Dr Rich for taking time out of your busy day!  
 
Comment  From cwerb    
fly high and soar free Dr. Rich ;)  
 
Comment  From GN    
Yo! Dr. Rich! Bye. Happy trails.  
 
Comment               ๏   ๏)    
Question for Dr. Rich on 15 July: Our 19 kids have so enjoyed your fabulous contributions to WCV and thank you so 
much for your time and effort in caring for all your patients. The kids would like to know which surgical instrument/s 
you like to use most, and why.  
 

Dr. Rich Sim:  
Thanks for the question and all the support. There are lots of surgical tools and all of them have their own special use. 
Our pneumatic drill is my favorite though because the “ziiip ziiip” noise that it makes when the motor is working 
reminds me of a cartoon It’s a silly noise. 
 
Comment  From Lynette (VA)    
Dr. Rich - What surgery/ patient was your most difficult/challenging to perform? I wish you the best. You'll be missed.  
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Dr. Rich Sim:  
Depends on what you mean. Bald Eagle 12-2418 was a very long, challenging surgery. It was 7 hours or so. It could have 
been done faster if I had more experience with re-breaking and resetting the eagle’s leg. We got a good result, then the 
eagle was found dead 5 days post-op. That was very disappointing. 
Black Bear 12-2655 required the most strength to manipulate the broken femur with stongly contracted quadriceps 
muscles. Dr. Dana assisted me, so it was fun. It took a while, but we considered him our BIG holiday gift. Sending him off 
for release 8 weeks later was a joy. 
 
Comment  From VA Kris    
Dr. Rich, can you give me pointers on how to say: Humuhumunukunukuāpuaʻa?  
 
 

Dr. Rich Sim:  
Ah yes, the state fish of Hawai’i. One of my jobs before vet school…my second wildlife field job…was as an intern on a 
project in Hawai’i Volcanoes National Park studying avian malaria in native forest birds. Among us interns, it was a point 
of pride to be able to be able to pronounce this name. I’ve seen a few when snorkeling as well. I am awful at 
pronouncing other Hawaiian names. 
I have no idea how to advise you on how to say it over the internet. 
 
Comment  From nhbird    
Thanks for everything Dr Rich...best of luck to you on all of your future endeavors!!!!  
 
Comment  From Linda K    
I can't stay. Thank you Dr Rich for all you have done for our critters. I wish you the best in whatever life has in store for 
you.  
 
Comment  From Jakermo♥♥    
We can all donate for you, Dr Rich.  
 
Comment  From janeinstpete    
Love your avatar and how appropriate!!  
 
Comment               ๏   ๏)    
Dr. Rich, all our kids want to grow up to be just like you ~~ big, strong, dedicated, and able to eat more than any human 
should be able to and still stay trim! HUGGGS!  
 
Comment  From MH in SC    
Where are you off to now, for how long and doing what?  
 
Comment  From tinksmom/MO    
Raina, On hold for Dr. Rich. Question 1. Where do you go from WCV? 2.What is your most memorable 
moment/surgery? Best wishes to you for the next step in your life.  
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Dr. Rich Sim:  
I was recently hired as one of the veterinarians at Birmingham Zoo in Birmingham, Alabama. My family and I are looking 
forward to the move. 
 
Comment  From dj    
It seems like yesterday that CN was introduced to you when you popped out of the box! Wishing you well for the next 
"box' on your journey!  
 
Comment  From Jakermo    
For Dr Rich: What will you miss the most from WCV [aside from the food]? Also, do you think you will stay in touch with 
Dr Dave?  
 
 

Dr. Rich Sim:  
I will miss the people and surgery. I am lucky that I have not had to work anywhere yet as a veterinarian that 
there was not a good working relationship with my co-workers. WCV has been a very congenial place to spend 

the last two years. The second thing I will miss are the surgeries that I have had the chance to do. Although I will get to 
deal with very diverse patients at my next position at the Birmingham Zoo, it is less likely that I will be doing nearly as 
much surgery. 
 
Dr. Dave is my supervisor and a friend. I imagine that we will stay in touch for the rest of our careers. After all, the world 
is a small place when you are taking care of non-domestic animals. 
 
Comment  From VA Kris    
Dr. Rich: you've done so much to return our wild animals back to their wild habitat... Have you participated in the 
release of some the animals you brought back to health?  
 

Dr. Rich Sim:  
I’ve released a number of raptors and rabbits in Albemarle County at ideal habitat choices near my home, but the only 
big release that I have had the pleasure of attending was when 7 bears were released together in the beginning of 
August 2012. It feels good to get them back out there. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
https://www.youtube.com/wat... 
 

 
Comment  From VA Kris    
Dr. Rich, you cited several favorite species when you came to WCV. One was the Golden Eagle. We all noticed that you 
had a long and arduous surgery w/ 14-1579. I, personally, love the GOEA. But it seems like a raptor that is easily 
overlooked. Why is this an animal you especially appreciate?  
 

Dr. Rich Sim:  
I worked for an organization called HawkWatch International for two field seasons before vet school. They run 
migratory raptor banding stations at multiple sites throughout the western United States and I worked for them in New 
Mexico. It was a great job…camping at 9600’ and every day catching and banding raptors. My second field season 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8y4TasgLKYI
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working for them, I capture multiple Golden Eagles and really became enamored with the species. I had to hold one 
very large female for 80 minutes while she was fitted with a satellite transmitter. It was a long snuggle. 
Although Golden Eagle 14-1579 died post-operatively, I am glad we tried to fix him.  
 
Comment  From Jackie in CA    
Hi Dr. Rich, I'm peeking in from work long enough to wish you all the best at the Birmingham Zoo. We will miss you!  
 
Comment  From David in VA.    
Wishing you all the best in your new job opportunity Dr. Rich. I hope Amanda can send you some cookies once and a 
while.  

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
And here's one of Dr. Rich's favorite surgeries: 
 

 

 
Dr. Dana and Dr. Rich operate on Black Bear #12-2655 
 
Comment  From Carol in Oregon    
Congratulations on your new job. You will be fabulous.  
 
Comment  From Jakermo♥♥    
So, that could be a longterm position, right?  
 

Dr. Rich Sim:  
Yep, a permanent position. 
 
Comment  From 33mama    
Hmm...Birmingham...that's not too far away!  
 
Comment  From Carol in Lynchburg    
We'll miss you, Dr. Rich. Thanks for everything you've done. WCV won't be the same without you.  
 
Comment  From CarolinaGirl    
I was thinking the same thing 33mama!  
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Comment  From Chris in Cato    
Just popping in from work...good luck Dr. Rich in your new position at the Birmingham Zoo! WCV and CN will miss you 
greatly! Stop in on the blog when you can!  
 
Comment  From Donna VB    
Good luck to you Dr Rich. You will be missed.  
 
Comment  From Jakermo    
For Dr Rich......So, 0301 and 0364 were the Yearlings in the worst physical shape..... barring any injuries. Are they okay 
now...since they were released this morning? Has 0301 grown his hair back? And the ticks haven't had any long term 
effect on 0364?  
 

 Dr. Rich Sim:  
Both of those bears were in poor health because last year was a very poor year for acorn growth, so they went into 
hibernation with insufficient fat reserves. As they were too thin, winter took a harsher toll on them than in a good food 
year, so they were emaciated and immune compromised when they came in to us. 301 grew all his hair back. I would 
not expect that there would be any lasting impacts. 
As for the ticks on 364, that bear was injured this morning when it fell froma tree anesthetized. We were unable to 
catch him. I’m very sad about it. His injuries are pretty serious, so Dr. Dave, Helen, and Meghan will evaluate him over 
the next few days to see if he improves. 
 
Comment  From Guest    
We love you Dr.Rich!!  
 
Comment  From Sue from MA    
I'm going to hit the donate button in honor of Dr. Rich. Anyone care to join me?????  
 
Comment  From CarolinaGirl    
So, with all yur bear patients.....did you have a favorite?  
 

 Dr. Rich Sim:  
12-2655 and 13-0420 were my favorite two bears. 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
wildlifecenter.org/critter-... 
 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
http://wildlifecenter.org/c... 
 

 

http://dr.rich/
http://wildlifecenter.org/critter-corner/archive-patient/black-bear-12-2655
http://wildlifecenter.org/critter-corner/archive-patient/black-bear-yearling-13-0420
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Comment  From Jakermo♥♥    
Do you think you will ever encounter anything like EN/CN/BN in your other jobs.  
 

 Dr. Rich Sim:  
I don't think there is anything like EN/CN/BN anywhere else. Y'all are a unique group. 
 
Comment  From A fan    
Thank you Dr Rich for all you have done for our critters. I wish you the best in whatever life has in store for you.  
 
Comment  From Cathy in Poquoson    
When it's working? Does the center need a new drill?  
 

 Dr. Rich Sim:  
We had a drill that did not work correctly during the Golden eagle surgery, but we are still trying to figure out why. It 
does not seem to be broken.  
 
Another drill part that we use for almost every smaller bird ortho surgery is broken and we will need to replace it soon. 
It is the part that grips the pins that we drill into the bones. 
 
Comment  From cwerb    
Is that the drill Buddy's beak is trimmed with?  
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 Dr. Rich Sim:  
No, we use a Dremel for that with regular attachments. This is a household power tool that can be obtained at a 
hardware store. 
 
Comment  From Jakermo♥♥    
Do they bears at the Birmingham Zoo? And, since you noted you won't be the only vet there, will you have a specialty 
you will be in charge of.  
 

 Dr. Rich Sim:  
They have 2 second year bears that they received as non-releasable cubs. Birmingham Zoo is currently fund raising to 
build them a new enclosure. 
 
No, I won;t have a specialty. My daily life will be as diverse as it is here. 
 
Comment  From julia phx az    
do you have any pets?  
 

 Dr. Rich Sim:  
My family has 2 cats and a dog. 
 
Comment  From APK in FL    
Dr. Rich, thank you for everything that you've done for the critters at WCV. Best of luck at the Birmingham Zoo and in all 
your future endeavors.  
 
Comment  From Jakermo♥♥    
The Donate Button works for Dr Rich in AUSTIN!!!  
 
Comment  From Carol in Oregon    
Donation made in honor of Dr. Rich from Oregon.  
 
Comment  From janeinstpete    
Dr. Rich, Wishing you all the best in your future ith Vet Medicine. We in CN, all of WCV staff and the many critters you 
treated so appreciate what you've done and will miss you terribly.  
 
Comment  From CAL    
Dr. Rich, many CN viewers would like to know your metabolism secret. How do you stay so slim when you eat so much?  
 

 Dr. Rich Sim:  
When I was in my twenties, older friends told me that I should enjoy it as it would be over when I turned thirty. Now 
that I am in my mid-thirties, my metabolism is still similar to when I was eighteen. One day t will slow down and I will 
miss it, but unfortunately, I do not have a secret to share. I am just a freak of nature. 
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Comment  From Jakermo♥♥    
Oh my gosh. Did he eat that whole thing??  
 
Comment  From jtct    
I wouldn't want your grocery bill!  
 
Comment  From Mary E in NC    
Thanks, Dr. Rich, for all you've done at WCV - Good luck in your new job!! We'll miss you!  
 
Comment  From jtct    
Do you have a favorite? Like a bird, raptor or critter?  
 

 Dr. Rich Sim:  
Eastern Box turtles are fabulous ambassadors of the Virginia wilds. I like them a lot. 
 

      
Turtles! 
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Comment  From jtct    
Hmmm, turtle, I would have never guessed that one!  

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Dr. Rich, I have a question. 
 

 

 Dr. Rich Sim:  
What would you like to know? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Which drill is this? 
 

 
 

Dr. Rich Sim:  
Dead-eye drill 
 

Comment  From Jakermo♥♥    
And that picture must have been while he was working on a turtle.  
 
Comment  From julia phx az    
looks like a air gun  
 
Comment  From Jakermo♥♥    
So, you and Amanda see eye to eye!  
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
No ... he's a good bit taller than me. 
 

 
Comment  From VA Kris    
Wow. Dr. Rich brought his own Wisconsin scrub cap. Impressive.  
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 Dr. Rich Sim:  
I've worn it for most of my surgeries here. It's important to be proud of where you came from. 
 
Comment  From Seahawk Nadine- U.P.,WA    
Give Dr Rich a hug from CN and a cupcake or two. :o)  
 
Comment  From janeinstpete    
Dr. Rich, can't you stay another 1 or 2 or 10 years? I know you must move on and so must we, but you will be so 
missed!!  
 
Comment  From Carol - NJ    
I hate to say "goodbye" to Dr. Rich. That two years went way too quickly. It has been wonderful having you at WCV, you 
have done such good work on so many animals, even trying to save the ones in poor condition, which you were able to 
do a lot. Thank you Dr. Rich for everything, we will miss you. Best wishes in the future, please keep in touch.  
 
Comment  From Maria D, Boston    
(oops, looks like I'm late!) Best of luck & happiness to you, Dr. Rich! (will read back now!  
 
Comment  From izzy    
Please put this question on hold for Dr. Rich. Dr. Rich you have been the center of many amazing patient stories, and 
several great staff stories! I was wondering what your words of wisdom to those coming in after you might be, and if 
you have any inspirational thoughts for the Critter Nation. Thanks for all you have done, another WCV superhero!  
 

 Dr. Rich Sim:  
I have told them that we picked them because we knew they can do a great job. It is hard to start here in the midst of 
the busy season, but it will get easier quickly. 
 
Drs. Helen and Meghan are already off to a great start. 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We'll see about that. 
 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Only one of them has made cake balls and written a bio. The other one ... 
 

 
Comment  From Seahawk Nadine-U.P.,WA    
@Dr Rich - what are some of your most memorable surgeries? Thanks for darting GN so we could ID him. Great fund 
raiser as well. Best of luck to you in your future. What is next for you  
 

 Dr. Rich Sim:  
In addition to some of the ones I have mentioned. The left humerus repair on Box turtle 12-1938 was top five for me 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
wildlifecenter.org/critter-... 
 

 

 
Surgery on Box Turtle #12-1938. 
 

Dr. Rich Sim:  
Removing a fishing jig from the stomach of Snapper 12-2438 was a lot of fun too. She was really reluctant to 
wake up and it took about two days for her attitude to be normal, but she bounced back and I still have the jig 

stuck into the bulletin board in my office. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
http://wildlifecenter.org/c... 
 

 
Comment  From Kathy in NM ♥    
Thank you, Dr. Rich, for all you've done to help our wildlife during your stay at WCV. Wishing you the very best as you 
continue to help our beloved critters!  
 
Comment  From vb in va    
Goodbye Dr. Rich and best wishes to you and your family starting your new life in Birmingham:)))  
 
Comment  From Jakermo♥♥    
I'll bet you will love Birmingham. I have heard it is a great place to live..... since you will be there for a LONG time!  
 
Comment  From jtct    
All this talk about drills is making my teeth hurt! I bet a few bears would agree. Like the one's who had dental work 
done!  
 
Comment  From Texas Gal    
Thank you Dr. Rich and good luck with your new job! You will be missed!  

http://wildlifecenter.org/critter-corner/archive-patient/eastern-box-turtle-12-1938
http://wildlifecenter.org/critter-corner/archive-patient/eastern-snapping-turtle-12-2438
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Comment  From MH in SC    
Amazing enough with the surgeries and successes, but what boggles my mind is how all these various critters get 
anethesia....  
 
Comment  From Pat, NJ    
Dr. Rich, all the best in your new position at the Birmingham zoo. Thank you for all your hard work in caring for all of the 
injured critters that have come your way. CN will miss you, but we know you will be successful in your future endeavors.  
 
Comment  From Sweetpea    
Good Afternoon Dr. Rich, What is one of the most memorable things that has happened to you while at the WCV? 
Thank you for your time @WCV and I wish you the best in the next chapter of your life.  
 

Dr. Rich Sim:  
Hi Sweetpea, It sounds corny, but the amazing community that this place has engendered has made the greatest impact 
on me. Day to day, my life is individual patients, but when I can step back and have appropriate perspective, I am awed 
at the educational impact that our Center has. 
 
Comment  From BarbB NJ    
Seems like yesterday when CN greeted you two years ago and now we are waiting in line with our good byes! How was 
your experience at WCV different than you anticipated and what is the most important lesson you will carry forward 
with you? Best wishes as you go forward!!  
 

 Dr. Rich Sim:  
Thank you for the good wishes. I knew that it would be a big component of my training, but the potential to grow my 
own leadership style has been one of the most important impacts that working here has had on me. 
 
Comment  From Carol in Oregon    
Not corny at all, Dr. Rich. We all feel the same way.  
 
Comment  From Guest    
Good luck in Birmingham, Dr. Rich! I think we should help fundraise for their bears in your honor. And P.S. my dad still 
has his revved up metabolism at age 85. It might never change.  
 
Comment  From Jakermo♥♥    
Wanted to ask Dr Rich how he thinks the Mallard will do.  
 

 Dr. Rich Sim:  
If you meant 14-1007, then I think he is going to do really well. I am very happy that he has healed his fractured leg so 
well. 
 
Comment  From jtct    
Any words of wisdom for the rest of us?  
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 Dr. Rich Sim:  
Keep calm and carrion 
 
Comment  From jtct    
How many cookies have you eaten since you've been at the WCV?  
 

 Dr. Rich Sim:  
3,012 
 
Comment  From Candice VaBch    
Thank you Dr Rich for all you have done and will do in the future. Do you think on a whole you had more successful out 
comes for patients than bad/  
 

 Dr. Rich Sim:  
On the whole, I think I have had a positive impact. 
 
Comment  From Jakermo♥♥    
LOL, great words!!  
 
Comment  From jtct    
Perfect!  
 
Comment  From Pat, NJ    
LOL  
 
Comment  From Dave in Missouri    
That was an awesome answer Dr Rich!  
 
Comment  From CarolinaGirl    
Good advice Dr. Rich! Good advice!  
 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Keep calm ... or else ... 
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Comment  From Carol in Oregon    
You are a wise man, Dr. Rich.  
 
Comment  From CarolinaGirl    
We will do just that....well maybe not the keep calm part...all the time! :-)  
 
Comment  From Dave in Missouri    
I think Dr Rich ate some of my cookies!  
 
Comment  From jtct    
That's all? You can do better than that!3012?  
 
Comment  From Lynette    
You're so right Dr Rich - you certainly can't learn if you don't have great teachers. WCV is the BEST. I have learned soooo 
much just sitting here.  
 
Comment  From Jersey Shore Amy    
Dr. Rich, we will miss you, but know that you will be entertaining the zoo folks with all sorts of great tales from WCV! :) 
Wear your blue bear t-shirt!  
 
Comment  From 33mama    
Dr. Rich, I hope you enjoy your zoo position. It will be different to work where all the patients have names!  
 
Comment  From Cathy in Poquoson    
Thank you, Dr. Rich, for all you have done for the critters and best of luck at Birmingham Zoo! We will miss you!  
 
Comment  From Dave in Missouri    
Are you guys shooting at GN in that picture?  
 
Comment  From Chris in Cato    
Dr. Rich...."the" burning question yet to be asked...who was your favorite person to work with at WCV? :o)  
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Too obvious. And you know, other people are reading ... 
 

 
Comment  From Jakermo♥♥    
Question for Dr Rich: Can you tell us what you think of Buddy, his health, training, etc.?  
 
Comment  From Jakermo♥♥    
Question con't. And what you have learned from treating Buddy.  
 

 Dr. Rich Sim:  
Buddy has taught me that inspiration for people can come from many places. Overall, my job has not demanded that 
much interaction with him as he is healthy. The routine dremeling to help shape his beak is not when he is at his best. 
I have been very happy that his training in the last 2 years has lead him to be able to make some public appearances. 
The Outreach department and rehab staff have done a lot to work towards that goal. 
 
Comment  From 33mama    
Dr. Rich, Thank you for your dedication to wildlife while here at WCV. We will all miss you, but Amanda is really going to 
miss her hero! Best of luck in Birmingham, which is only 5 hr and 17 min away!  
 
Comment  From Lois - Bath, NY    
Dr Rich, thank you for the care and compassion that you have shown in the last two years. You have a very caring heart 
that is shown every day at WCV. Best of luck too you and your family in Alabama and please keep in touch.  
 
Comment  From GN    
That's rich.  
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Groan ... 
 

 
Congowings:  
I wanted to wish you the best in the future Dr. Rich. You are going to be missed. But we do have a 'few' photos 
to remember you by. Take care and thank you for the care you have given to all the wildlife at the Center.   

 
Comment  From Steph in Maryland    
Two years ago, Dr. Rich, did you ever think you would be working at such a phenomenal place? Best of luck in your new 
adventure. You will rock the Birmingham Zoo.  
 
 

Dr. Rich Sim:  
This has been a fabulous place to work the last two years 
 

Comment  From FrankFromChicago    
Good luck Rich, keep up the good work  
 
Comment  From katiesmom    
Bye Dr. Rich - Wishing you the best - but keep in touch with us!!! Thanks for all that you have done for wildlife at 
WCV!!!!!  
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Comment  From GN    
I think my favorite operation of yours was the STAC practice in the parking lot.  
 
Comment               ๏   ๏)    
Dr. Rich, our kids would like to know, if you could ADD a particular surgical device/instrument/equipment to the OR 
there at WCV, what would it be?  
 

 Dr. Rich Sim:  
Our OR is very well equipped right now.  
 
Our greatest need are things that are not that fancy: #1 the rehab department's dishwasher is on the fritz again, and #2 
is some way to block the view of humans from the new bear complex. Shade cloth as a visual barrier would be a very 
simple thing that could do a lot to help a lot of bears. 
 
Comment  From PatNWFL    
We will so miss you, Dr. Rich, but there are so many animals that will benefit from your healing and compassion. Thanks 
for the memories!  
 
Comment  From jtct    
How can you tell if a turtle has an attitude?  
 

 Dr. Rich Sim:  
Whether or not he yells "Cowabunga" or not 
 
Comment  From CarolinaGirl    
Best wishes in Birmingham Dr. Rich. Hoping your family gets settled and builds a great life there. I am so excited for the 
zoo! They are going to discover what a wonderful choice they made in hiring you!  
 
Comment  From Dave in Missouri    
God bless you Dr Rich and thank you for helping WCV to be a better place!  
 
Comment  From jtct    
LOL!!!  
 
Comment  From VA Kris    
Thank you, Dr. Hero, for these two years in Virginia and for giving all the exceptional care to our wild critters. Please 
remember that you have a fan club now, and your adoring fans in the CN chatroom would really like an update from 
time to time on how and what you're doing.Good luck to you, and THANK YOU.  
 

 Dr. Rich Sim:  
Thank you so much for all the support. I am honored that you all have placed so much trust in me. 
 
Comment  From MH in SC    
Are you going to be able to take a little rest time off, prior to starting in B'gham?  
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 Dr. Rich Sim:  
I wish. No rest for the weary. I start in the beginning of August. 
 
Comment  From Doris    
All the best to you Dr Rich, this is not goodbye, just till we meet again. Enjoy Birmingham!  
 
Comment  From Mandi, PA    
Good luck Dr. Rich at the Birmingham Zoo and any other future endeavors. I'm sure you will be greatly missed at WCV. I 
hope you've read "Smiling Bears" so you can use some of the interactions with the 2 bears at the Zoo :)  
 
Comment  From Jakermo♥♥    
Oh, now you've given us all leaky eyes! Well, hope all is perfect for you. They are lucky to get you!!!  
 
Comment  From jtct    
Is today your last day at the WCV?  
 

 Dr. Rich Sim:  
Yes, today is my last day. 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
:( 
 

 
Comment  From janeinstpete    
Dr. Rich, what a sense of humor! You should have been on here weekly to entertain all of CN.  
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Comment  From jtct    
WCV loss-Alabama Zoo's gain!  
 
Comment  From Carol in Lynchburg    
I hope Birmingham realizes what a talent they are getting. Best wishes as you go.  
 
Comment  From jtct    
Great sl!ippers  
 
Comment  From Sue from MA    
Dr. Rich, will it be difficult for you to take care of captive animals after working towards freeing critters for two years?  
 
 

 Dr. Rich Sim:  
I will miss the process of getting animals back to the wild once I have left here, but a big thing that I have missed at WCV 
is having long term relationships with my patients. There are of course plenty of Ambassador birds, Opossums, and 
reptiles here, but 97% of my job has nothing to do with them. 
 
Comment  From PatNWFL    
Can you tell us if our fallen bear has a good chance to get well?  
 

 Dr. Rich Sim:  
Time will tell. We are not sure what the future holds, but it doesn't look good right now. 
 
Comment                     ๏   ๏)    
Dr Rich... love your comment at 3:23... "Keep calm and carrion" Just how many WCV t'shirts will show up at the B'ham 
Zoo? Under your scrubs of course!!!  
 

 Dr. Rich Sim:  
When I went for an in-person interview, one of the hospital keepers revealed to me that she already had a Buttercup t-
shirt! 
 
Comment  From Carol in Oregon    
Wear your Carrion shirt with pride at the Birmingham zoo  
 
Comment  From Steph in Maryland    
I hope you are taking those turtle slippers with you.  
 

 Dr. Rich Sim:  
Of course I will. My son loves wearing them as well. 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Well, everyone, I think that's it ... and Dr. Rich has to return to his final hours of work. :( 
 

Comment  From 33mama    
Dr. Rich, Please email Amanda once in a while so she can tell us what you are doing down there in the deep south.  

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Yes. Do it. 
 

Comment  From CarolinaGirl    
Like button!!  
 
Comment  From APK in FL    
Bye Dr. Rich, Thanks for visiting with us this afternoon.  
 
Comment  From jtct    
Best of luck in your future for you and your family!  
 
Comment  From VA Kris    
Very good luck to you. Thanks for everything.  
 
Comment  From Carol in Oregon    
Thank you again, Dr. Rich. I wish you and your family all the best.  
 
Comment  From Pat, NJ    
Boo Hoo! Hate goodbyes.  
 

Dr. Rich Sim:  
Absolutely, I'll stay in touch. 
Thank you everyone. It has been a pleasure. 

 
Comment  From Jakermo♥♥    
Bye Dr Rich. You know we love you!!  
 
Comment  From 33mama    
Bye Dr. Rich! Do good things!  
 
Comment  From Texas Gal    
so long for now! I found how to donate to the bear enclosure at the zoo =)  
 
Comment  From Deb in PA    
Ah, missed Dr. Rich's talk...I won't say goodbye. Those who work at the Center seem to have a way of staying in touch, 
so I'll say till we hear from you again! Good luck in all you do!  
 
Comment  From dj    
Farewell for now, Dr. R.  
 
Comment  From janeinstpete    
Wishing you, Dr. Rich, and your family much happiness in Birmingham, your new permanent home. Yay, for you!  
 
 


