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Cam in the Classroom 
                       Mrs. Elder’s Fourth Grade Class 

             Tarrallton Elementary School 
Tarrallton Drive, Norfolk, VA 

 

           Friday, December 12, 2014 

Comment From Mrs. Elders class   
Good morning! 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Good morning, class! Thanks for joining us this morning. 
 
Comment From Mrs. Elders class   
We have cam 1 up. Where is PEFA? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
She must be "sleeping in" this morning. She has one perch that is off cam, to the right. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

  
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
There's a photo of her on that perch ... she "roosts" (sleeps) on that perch every night. 
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Comment From Mrs. Elders class   
Thanks for having us! 
 
Comment From Mrs. Elders class   
We are very excited to get to speak to you today. We have a lot of questions to ask you about your job 
and the wildlife center. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Great! Ask away when ready! 
 
Comment From Mrs. Elders class   
How many animals have you saved this year? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
So far this year, we’ve helped 2,383 animals. That’s how many have been admitted so far, and we're not 
done quite yet! 
 
Comment From Mrs. Elders class   
Wow! Ok. next question. 
 
Comment From Mrs. Elders class   
How many animals have you been able to release back into the wild? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
544 animals have been able to be released so far this year (and we’ll release more before the year is 
over). Some of our exciting releases were our many Bald Eagle releases (we've released 10 eagles so far) 
-- 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

   
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We also had a very exciting raven release in Richmond last month. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

  
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We also transferred hundreds of young animals – instead of keeping these animals until release time, 
we sometimes send very tiny baby animals to wildlife rehabilitators who can feed them all night long. 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
That helps us have more room and time for the badly injured patients, since we are a hospital for wild 
animals. 
 
Comment From Mrs. Elders class   
Is it possible for us to switch to another critter cam without losing you? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Yes! If you just change the "1" to a "3" in the address bar, you can switch to Critter Cam 3 -- Buddy is on 
cam right now. 
 
Comment From Mrs. Elders class   
Wow! What happened to the raven? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
The raven came to us because she had badly damaged feathers, due to mites. We were able to treat her 
for the mites, but we had to wait for her feathers to grow back. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
They were taking a very long time, so we did a procedure called "imping" -- where we transplanted 
other raven feathers onto our raven. That made it possible for her to fly again more quickly, and be 
released! 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
The very best part of that story was hearing that the raven's mate was still in the area -- so we released 
her and they met up again! 
 
Comment From Guest   
Poor bird.:( We heard that the vultures throw up on the interns. What do the interns do when they get 
thrown up on? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Ha, yes, sometimes that happens! I asked our intern Jordan about that, and he said: 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
1. Usually gasp, or say something in disgust 
2. Maybe gag from the smell (it’s not good!) 
3. Complain about the smell. 
4. Run into the bathroom to wash off or change clothes.  
 
Comment From Guest   
That's funny. 
 
Comment From Guest   
Do the animals get to get out of their cage for part of the day? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
The education animals do come out of their enclosures when they go out on programs: 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

  
photo by Jack Looney 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

 
Raina and Grayson at Riverfest 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Or, they also come out of their enclosures when we weigh them -- 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

  
Pignoli getting weighed 
  

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
The patients usually stay in their enclosures because they are recovering – and they’re not really used to 
being around us. We let them recover quietly, and when they are ready for release, then they get to 
leave the cage! 
 
Comment From Guest   
Are Bert and Ernie are twins? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Yes, sort of! They are brothers, although they probably had other brothers and sisters too. Opossums 
can have up to 13 babies in a litter! 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

  
Bert (l) and Ernie (r) 2011 
 
Comment From Guest   
What is your favorite part of the job. They are soo cute! 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
For me, I love share the stories of the animals that come to the Wildlife Center. It’s fun to tell people 
about an animal that needed help and came to us, and our vets fixed the animal and we were able to 
release it. It’s also fun to introduce people to our education animals, and to let them have an up close 
and personal view of a wild animal.  
 
But of course, my job has more to do with communicating with people, rather than animal care. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
For our vets and rehabbers, the people who take care of a lot of animals every single day, they usually 
enjoy working with so many different kinds of animals. Everyone seems to have their own favorite 
species. 
 
And of course, releasing animals back to the wild is really great! 
 
Comment From Mrs. Elders class   
How did you get your job and why did you want this type of job? 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I went to college and studied Biology; I always wanted to work with animals, but it wasn’t until I was in 
college and started volunteering at the Wildlife Center until I considered working with wild animals. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I did an internship here while I was in college and just fell in love with the huge variety of things I had to 
do each day. At the Center, you never really know what might happen next! 
 
Comment From Mrs. Elders class   
What kind of animal is her favorite? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I really love turtles – box turtles are some of my favorites. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

  
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
That being said, I also really like the raptors – the birds of prey. Sometimes it's hard to pick! 
 
Comment From Mrs. Elders class   
What happens to the turtles when people paint their shells? 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Fortunately, the ones that we have gotten in have not been hurt by the paint – as long as the paint isn’t 
on their skin, or as long as it isn’t covering up a wound on their shell, they are usually okay. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
But, sadly, some of the “painted” turtles we have gotten in have been turtle-napped – they’ve been 
taken away from their home and kept as pets. They usually can’t return to the wild (where they want to 
be) when that happens. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

  
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Wilson, our education box turtle, was a painted and was left at the front door of a nature center. That’s 
why he ended up with us – we didn’t know where he came from.  
 
Wilson helps us educate people that wild turtles should stay in the wild, where they want to be! We 
invite everyone to take Wilson’s Turtle Promise – I promise to leave turtles alone, unless I am (safely) 
helping them cross the road! 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

 
 
Comment From Mrs. Elders class   
Mrs. Elder just had them raise their right hand and repeat the Wilson Turtle Promise 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Awesome! 
 
Comment From Mrs. Elders class   
How old are the turtles at the center? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Right now, we mostly have box turtles (like Wilson) at the Center, and they are all different ages! Most 
are adults, but it is hard to tell how old they are. They can live to be 100! 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We also have some young box turtles -- one that hatched this past summer! 
 
Comment From Mrs. Elders class   
They also want to see what Amanda looks like?;) 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Ha! Let's see if I can find a photo ... 
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Comment From Mrs. Elders class   
:) 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

  
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
That's a little fancier than I normally dress, but that is from our big benefit auction last month. 
 
Comment From Mrs. Elders class   
WOW!!! How old is the oldest animal at the center? 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Well, it's probably one of the turtles -- but we can't be sure! The oldest animal that we know about is 
Jaz, our education crow. We know that she is 21 years old this year! 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Gus, one of our education Barred Owls, turned 20 this year too -- so she is the second oldest we know 
about. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

  
 
Comment From Mrs. Elders class   
She's beautiful? We have one more question. We were watching Buttercup on critter cam the other day 
and she spread her wings. It looked like she had knives as fingers /wings? Can you explain what we were 
looking at? 
  

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
That is a very good observation! 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Vultures have long, stiff feathers that they use to help them glide around in the air. Black Vultures have 
pale white wing tips on the underside, so I can see why they look like knives, although I never thought 
about that before! 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

  
Sunshine! 
  

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
The white part are the shafts of the feather -- the part that attaches the feather to the bird's body. 
 
Comment From Mrs. Elders class   
She's beautiful! 
 
Comment From Mrs. Elders class   
Thank you so much for talking to us and answering our questions! We have to go to P.E now, but hope 
to talk to you soon! 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Thanks so much for the online session! You guys had great questions. 
  

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
And we'll send you your packet on Edie as well. She's a fun bird! 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV 

  
Edie 
 
Comment From Dave in Missouri   
Awesome questions class! 
 
Comment From Sharon Shneyer,Philadelphia   
We look forward to learning about Edie with you. 
 
Comment From David in VA.   
Great job class... 
 
Comment From BarbG   
great class and questions 
 
Comment From Mrs. Elders class   
Thank you! Goodbye. 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Bye, class! 
 
Comment From Pat, NJ   
Thank you class for joining us today. Wonderful questions. Hope you enjoy having Edie as your CFCfoir 
the year. 
 
Comment From Texas Gal   
great questions class! Have a Merry Christmas! 
 
 


